This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


\    ,' 

\     V 


\^^ 

i 

I--' 
I:- 

B 


-  THE 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE 

OF   THK 

AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 
yois.  XH. 


.THE 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN    REVOLUTION; 

BSWO 

THE  LETTERS  OF  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  SILAS  DEANS,  JOHN. 

ADAMS,  JOHN  JAY,  ARTHUR  LEE,  WILLLAM  LEE,  RALPH 

IZARD,  FRANCIS  DANA,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL,  HENRY 

LAURENS,  JOHN  LAURENS,  M.  DE  LAFAYETTE,  M. 

DUMAS,  AND  OTHERS,  CONCERVIN6  THE  FOREIGN 

RELATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DURINO 

THE  WHOLE  REVOLUTION  J 

TOOBTHBE  WITH 

THE  LETTERS  IN  REPLY  FROM  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE  OP 
CONGRESS,  AND  THE  SECRETARY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

ALSO, 

THE   ENTIRE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  FRENCH   MINISTERS, 
GERARD  AND  LUZERNE,  WITH  CONGRESS. 


PablUh«d  under  the  Diraetioii  of  Um  PretideDt  of  tho  Uaitod  StatM.  Amu 
Uie  orifiiwl  Murasorinls  ia  the  Departmoat  of  Stnta,  eonfbranblv 
to  a  RMoluuon  of  Congran,  of  March  97tb,  1818. 


EDITBD 

BY  JARED   SPARKS,, 


VOL.  XII. 


BOSTON:    x 

NATHAN  HALE  AND  GRAY  &  BOWEN  ; 

0.  fc  'C.  It  R.  CARTILL,  nw  TOKK  ;  P.  THpMPIOIt,  WAfBIIIOTOII. 

1830. 


Checked 
^'ay  1913 


Steam  Power  FretM— W.  L.  Lewis'  Ftint. 
No.  6,  Congtetsa  Street,  Boston. 


•  • 


CONTENTS 

or   TBK 

TWELFTH    VOLUME- 
ROBERT  MORRIS'S  CORRESPONDEnSdE, 

CONTINUED. 


To  M,  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Novem- 
ber 3d,  1781, 3 

Little  probability  of  beingf  able  to  raise  an  adequate 
revenue. — ^The  people  are  unaccustomed  to  tax- 
ation.— Large  sums  must  be  applied  to  extin- 
guishing the  public  de^  and  caUing  in  the  depre- 

«  ciated  paper  currency. — ^France  must  be  reliea  on 
to  asnst  in  this  emergency. — Important  advantages 
will  result  to  France  herself  from  this  step. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
November  5th,  1781, 8 

Relative  to  the  Acts  of  Congress  for  raising  supplies. 
— Objections  to  certain  clauses. — Final  apportion- 
ment of  the  expenses  between  the  States. 

To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Novem- 
ber 6th,  1781,       - 14 

Necessity  of  pecuniary  aid  from  France. 
To  the  Count  de  Rochambeau.     Office  of  Finance, 
November  15th,  1781,  -        -        -        -      15 

Repayment  of  money  advanced  by  the  Court. — Con- 
gratulations on  Uie  success  at  Yorktown. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.    ^Office  of 
Finance,  November  17th,  1781,       .        -        .      ifi 
Transmitting  Acts  of  Congress  for  raising  supplies. 
George  Washington  to  Robert  Morris.    Mount  Ver- 
non, November  19th,  1781,  -        -        -      17 
Pajrment  of  the  officer*?  of  the  army . 


VI  CONTENTS. 

Pag*. 

To  the  Governor  of  Connecticut.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, November  20th,  1781,  -        -        -      18 
Accounts  between  the  State  and  the  United  States. 
— The  monejrs  designed  for  the   general  service 
must  be  paid  into  the  Continental  treasury. 
Report  oC  a  Letter  to  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 
made  to  Coijigress,  November  21st,  1781,  -     20 

Settlement  of  accounts  for  sums  advanced. 

To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Npvem- 
ber  22d,  1781,      ....         -         -     22 
Pecuniary  aid  promised  by  him. — Rate  of  exchange. 
— Statement  of  former  grants  of  his  Court. 

To  M.  da  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Novem- 
ber 26tb,  1781,  • 26 

Answer  to  the  Minister's  assertion,  that  he  is  not  au- 
'  thorised    to    make    further  draf)^. — Moneys    ad- 

vanced to  anv  particular  State  are  not  chargeable 
to  the  United  States. 

To   B.   Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  Noveniber 

27th,  1781, 27 

Requests  him  to  communicate  this  letter  to  M.  de  La-  ^ 
fayette. — Confusion  of  the  public  accounts. — Ac- 
count of  his  efforts  to  obtain  supi>lies  from  the 
States. — Difficulties     attending  .  this    attempt. —  ' 

Causes  of  the  difficulties. — Endeavors  to  settle 
past  accounts,  and  to  procure  funds  for  the  public 
debt. — Prospect  as  to  l\|^ure  supplies  in  the  United 
States. — Statement  of  the  supplies  already  fi- 
nished by  France. — Account  of  his  correspon- 
dence with  M.  de  la  Luzerne  on  the  drawing  of 
bills  by  Mr  Morris,  and  the  amount  due  b^  the 
Frencn  Court. — Disposition  of  monevs  remaining  , 
in  Dr  Franklin's  hands. — Languor  oi  the  States  in 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  Uie  war. — Necessity 
of  further  aid  from  France. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
November  29th,  1781,  -        -        -        -     67 

Enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr  Jay,  declaring  his  inabil- 
ity to  meet  the  drafts  made  on  him. 
To  Mr  Grand.  '  Office  of  Finance,  Dec.  3d,  1781,      68 
Informs  him  of  his  intention  of  employing  him  as 
United  States  banker. 
To  M.  Joly  de  Fleury.      Philadelphia,  December 
3d,  1781,      -         -         -         -        -         .         .      60 

Importance  of  furnishing  pecuniary  aid  to  the  United 
States. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  December 
6th,  1781,  -        -         -         -         -         -      61 

Impolicy  of  the  purcha«e8  in  Holland. — Di^KMdtion 


CONTENTS.  tU 

Pftgt. 
of  th«  loin,  if  obtained.— Ditpoaitloii  of  the  Ameri- 
c&ni  towards  the  French.— ^Increasing  demand  for 
French  goods. 

To  the   Grovernor  of  Jiew  York.    Office  of  Fi- 
nance, December  llth,  1781,          -        -        -     63 
SappUes  famished  by  the  State. 
To  the  Goreraors  of  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia.     Office  of  Finance,  Decem- 
ber 19th,  1781, -     66 

l^roposing  a  plan  for  the  payment  of  the  Southern 
army. — Necessity  of  a  tax.  law  by  the  States  for 
effecting  this  purpose. — Answer  to  the  objections 
against  this  measure. — Objections  to  measures 
compelling  the  receipt  of  the  notes  payable  in 
taxes,  and^regulating  prices. 

To  the  Governor  of  Rhoae  Island.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, December  29th,  1781,  -        -        -     72 
NectsRty  of  continued  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
States.-^NeoMsity  of  prompt  compliance  with  the 
requintions  of  Congress. 

Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.    Office  of 
Finance,  Januwry  3d,  1782,  -        .        .     74 

Negligence  of  eertdn  Stales  to  lay  the  impost  recom- 
mended br  Congress.-^Fatal  effects  of  a  derange- 
ment of  tne  finuoes. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  January  8th,  1782,  -         ^         .      76 

Establishment  of  the  Bank  of  North  America. — Ad- 
vantages of  the  institution. 
To  the  (Jovernor  of  Rhode  Island.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, January  14th,  1782,     -        -        -        -     78 
Answer  to  the  representations  of  the  Assembly,  of 
their  inability  to  comphr  with  the  requisitions  of 
Congress. — Necessity  of  providing  fiAids. — Insuffi- 
ciency of  specific  supplies. — Rhode  Island  manu- 
factufes. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
January  15th,  1782,       -        -        -        -        -     81 
State  of  the  currency. — Advantages  of  a  general 
currency. — Use  of  metals  as  a  circulating  medium. 
— Silver    the  best    money  standard.— Utility    of 
coinage. — The  decimiQ  ratio  is  the  most  conven- 
ient.— Plan  of  a  metallic  currency. 
George  Washington  to  Robert  Morris.      Philadel- 
phia, January  25th,  1782,        -        -         -         .      95 
Proposes  to  send  officers  to  ihe  New  England  States, 
with  representations  of  their  deficiencies  of  troops. 


Vlll  CONTENTS. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finaoce, 

February  11th,  1782, 57 

Fixuuicial  embarrassmentg. — Refusal  of  leytral  Statei 


to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  Conjgrress. — No 
aid. — y 
>epa 
and  V 


prospect  of  foreign  aid. — Measures  taken  in  the 


partment  of  finance. — A,dv<uitages  of  prompt 
1  vijforous  measures  in  the  field.^ — Necessity  of 
requiring  men  and  money  from  the  States. — Pro- 
poses a  series  of  resolutions,  calculated  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  object. — Superior  advantages  of 
Continental  forces. 
Circular  to  the  (Jovemors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  February  15th,  1782,         -        -        -    110 
No  further  foreign  aid  is  to  be  expected. — Necessity 
of  establishing  a  public  credit  by  -proper  funds. — 
Financial  distresses. — Necessity  of  preparations  for 
a  new  campaign. — Explanation  or  the  system  of 
raising   supplies  by  contracts. — Statement  of  his 
proceedinffs  on  this  system. — The  public  service 
mterrupted  by  local  and  party  dissension. — Exhor- 
tations to  union,  energy,  and  promptness  of  action* 
To  the  President  of  Congress.      Office  of  Finance, 
February  18th,  1782,  -        -        -        -    118 

Proposing  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  the 
settlement  or  the  accounts  of  the  Commissary , 
Quarter  Master,  Hospital,  and  the  Marine. — ^Frauds 
in  these  departments, 

Circular  to  the  (Jovemors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  March  9tb,  1782,     -        -        -        -    121 

Settlement  of  public  accounts  to  1782. 

To  Mr  Grand,  at  Paris.     Office  of  Finance,  March 

9th,  1782,  -122 

Intends  to  draw  bills  on  him. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
March  9th,  I7fe2,  .        -        -        -        .    123 

Mismanagement  in  the  purchase  of  goods  in  Hol- 
land.— X>irects  Dr  Franklin  to  sell  those  of  British 
manufiicture)  and  to  dispose  of  the  rest. 

To  the  Baron  D'Amot.     Office  of  Finance,  March 
18th,  1782,  -        -         -         .,        -         -    124 

Prussia  may  secure  a  share  of  the  American  com- 
merce  by  openingher  ports. — Cannot  agree  to  pur- 
chase supplies  ofrrussian' subjects  at  St  Thomas's. 

To  B,  Franklin.      Office  of  Financcy  March  23d, 

1782, 125 

Mode  of  renewing  set9  of  exchange,  on  account  of 
certain  lost  bills. 


CONTENTS.  ',  IX 

Pag«. 

To  Oliver  Phelps.     OflSce  of  Finance,  March  30th, 
1782, 126 

Adyantafefl  of  raising  supplies  by  private  contracts. 
— Decfines  entering  into  any  engagement  favoring 
Massachusetts  in  the  purchases. 

Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 

Finance,  AprU  16th,  1782,      -         -         -         -    129 

•   Transmitting  Acts  of  Congress  recommendinjor  the 

settlement  of  accounts  hetween  the  United  States 

and  the  respective  States  up  to  1782. — Importance 

•     of   settling  the  quotas  and  contingents  of    the 

States.  ^ 

To  Nathaniel  Appleton.     Office  of  Finance,  April 

16th,  1782, 131 

.  Necessitj  of  establishing  a  public  fund. 

To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Fmance,  April  17th, 
1782, 132 

Giving  him  notice  of  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  Mr 

Grand. 
To  John  Jay.     Office  of  Finance,  April  23d,  1782,    134 
Enclosing    a   letter  to    the  Secretary  of   Foreign 

Affairs. 

George  Washington  to  Robert  Morris.    H^ad  Quar- 
ters, April  23d,  1782,     134 

Appointment  of  an  Intendent  to  decide  on  disputes 
between  the  army  and  the  contractors.—- 'Expresses 
his  satisfaction  with  the  system  of  contracts. 

To  Major  General   Greene.      Office  of  Finance, 
April  24th,  1782,  -         -   *     -         -         -    136 

Inefficiency  of  the  confederacy. — Financial  difficul- 
ties.— Abolition  of  partial  payments. — Neglect  of 
the  States. 

To  the  Governor  of  Virginia.     Office  of  Finance, 
April  27th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -    138 

Enclosing  his  correspondence  with  the  French  Min- 
ister  on  the  assumption  b^  the  United  States  of 
the  debt  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  fo'r  supplies  ad- 
vanced by  France. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, April  27th,  1782,  -         -         -         -^  140 
Desires  'a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Foreign 
Departments 
To  the  Governor  of  Maryland.     Office  of  Finance, 

April  30th,  1782, 140 

Estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  current  year. — In- 
tends to  give  publicity  to  the  accounts. 
VOL.    XII.  B 


X  CONTENTS. 

Page. 

To  John  Wendell.     Office  of  Finance,  May  1st, 
1782, 142 

Ezplainiiur  the  pliin,  objects,  and  operations  of  the 
National  Bank. 
Report  to  Congress  on  a  Memorial  of  the  Mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia.     Office  of  Finance,  May 

4th,  1782,     - 144 

On  the  subject  of  convoys  for  American  ships. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  8th,  1782,     -         -         -         -         -         -    146 

The  French  Minister  having  given  notice  that  no 
fbrtl)er  advances  will  be  made  by  his  Court,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
foreign  Ministers. — The  Minister  desires,  a  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  France   and  the 
United  States. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  May  9th,  1782,         -         -         .         .    147 
Redemption  of  the  old  Continental  money. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 

May  10th,  1782, 150 

Enclosing  a  statement  of  American  commerce. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of*  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  May  16th,  1782,       -         -         -         -    161 
The  requisitions  of  Congress  inadequate  to  meet  the 
expenditure. — Neglect  of   the   States  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions. — ^Fatal  results  of  this  neglect 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  17th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -    154 

Fatal  neglect  of  the  States  to  raise  supplies. — ^Re- 
quests to  be  advised  as  to  the  expedience  of  send- 
ing the  preceding  circular  — The  receipts  of  the 
previous  five  months  equal  only  to  one  fourth  of 
the  daily  expense. 

To  B.  FrankUn.      Office  of  Finance,  May  17th, 
1782,  -         -         -         -         .      , .        .    156 

Desiring  -a  statement  of  the  moneys  at  his  disposal. 
To  Mr  Grand.     Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782,    157 

Transmitting  bills  on  Dr  ]Pranklin. 
To  Mr  Grand.     Office  pf  Finance,  May  1 8th,  1782,    1 59 
The  state  of  commerce  renders  it  impossible  to  sell 
bills  on  France.— Requests  him  to  make  shipments 
of  specie. 

To  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  fa  Co.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  18th,  1782, 161 

Reasons  for  employing  Mr  Grand  as  United  States 
banker. 


CONTENTHf.  XI 

Page. 
To  B^  Franklin.   Officeof  Finance,  May  23d,  1782,    162 

Claims  of  Beaumarchais. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 

May  23d,  1782, 163 

The  pecuniary  aupplies  for  1788  have  been  antici- 
pated.— Amount  and  expenditure  of  the  sagie. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  27th,  1782, 166 

Enclosing  information  from  the  French  Minister  of 
the  sums  advanced  by  his  Court. 

Information  mentioned  in  the  above  Letter,  -    165 

To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  May  29th, 
1782,  .         -         -         -         -         -         -167 

Claims  of  Beaumarchais. 

To  Daniel  Clarke.      Office  of  Finance,  May  30th, 
1782,        • •    168 

Answer  to    the  charges  contained  in  Mr  Clarke'i 
letter. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  31st,  1782,  .....    178 

Proposes  to  brine;  the  accounts  of  each  department 
under  one  head. 
To  George  Obey,  of  Rhode  Island.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, Jiine  1st,  1782,  -         -         -        -    180 
Importance  and  advantage  of  laying  accurate  ac- 
counts   of  the    public  expenditures    before    the 
nation. 

Caron  de  Beaumarchais  to  Robert  Morris.     Paris, 

June  3d,  1782,      ^ 182 

Urging  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
Abstracts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Letter,  -    184 

To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  June 
4th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -         -    189 . 

Financial  deficiencies  render  it  impossible  to  pay  the 
army. 
To  Edward  Carrington,  in  Virginia.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, June  6di,  1 782,  -        -        -        -    190 

Objections  in  Virginia  to  receive  Mr  Morris's  notes 
in  taxes. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affiiirs*     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, June  7th,  1782,  -     .   -        -        -    191 
There  are  no  funds  to  pay  either  the  principal  or  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt. 

To  Daniel  Jenifer,   of  Maryland.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, June  11th,  1782,  -        -        -        -  '192 
On  the  objections  of  Maryland  to  the  apportionment 


XU  CONTENTS. 

Page, 
of  the  expeniee. — Other  States  entertain  the  tame 
opinion. — Specific  f  upplies  more  expensive  than  . 
specie. 
To  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, June  14th,  1782,  -        -         -         -    194 
Declining  to  delay  the  publication  pf  the  receipts 
from  ConQecticut. 

To  James  Lovell,  of  Massachusetts.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, June  16th,  1782,  '-        -        -         -    196 
Reasons  for  publishing  the  receipts  firom  the  States. 

To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  June 
21st^  1782,  -.       -         -        -         -        -    196 

Requesting  him  to  take  measures  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  contracted  by  American  officers,  prison- 
ers in  New  York. 
To  th^  Governor  of  Rhode  Island.     Offic^  of  Fi- 
nance, June  26th,  1782,  -         -         -         -    196 
Objections  to  the  payment  of  troops  by  the  separate 
States. 

To  George  Washington*      Office  of  Finance,  June 
29th,  1782,  -        -         -        -  .      -         -    197  • 

Disputes  between  the  contractors  and  the  officers  of 
the  army.-^Reasoh  for  providing  for  the  civil  list 
before  paying  the  army. 

To  B.   Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,   Jul/   1st, 
1782,  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    199 

Statement  of  money  advanced  by  France.— Reasons 
for  preferring  a  loan  to  agrant. — Cargo  of  the  La- 
^  fayette. 

To  Alexander  Hamilton.     Office  of  Finance,  July 

2d,  1782, ,  -         -    203 

Announcing  his  appointment  as  Receiver  for  New 
York. 
To  M.  Jolie  de  Fleury*     Office  of  Finance,  July 

6th,  1782, -206 

Community  of  the  interests  of  America  and  France. 
To  Mr  Grand.     Office  of  Finance,  July  5th,  1782,    206 

Accounts  between  Mr  Grand  and  the  United  States. 
To  the  Governor  of  Maryland.     Office  of  Finance, 

July  9th,  1782, 206 

Supplies  furnished  by  Maryland. — Importance  of  the 
financial  department  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
To  Jatoes  Lovell,  of  Massachusetts.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, July  10th,  1782,  -         -         -         -    208 
Importance  of  a  national  credit. — The  sums  drawn 
on  him  may  be  met  by  sales  of  the  bills. 


CONTENTS.  Xin 

Plf€. 

To  the  Governor  of  Maryland.     Office  of  Finance, 

July  29th,  1782, 210 

Specie  can  be  raifed  for  tazea  by  adopting  proper 
measnree. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
July  29th,  1782,  .-         -         -         -         -   211 

Advantages  of  loans  in  cases  of  extraordinarj  ex- 
penditure.— Different  kinds  of  loans. — Relative  ad- 
vantages of  domestic  and  forei^  loans.— Necessity 
of  establishing  public  credit. — This  must  be  done 
by  funding  the  public  debt. — Amount  of  the  debt 
— impolicy  of  raising  money  by  loans,  without  pre- 
viously providing  the  necessary  funds. — Impolicy 
of  attempting  to  pay  the  interest  of  domestic  debts 
by  foreign  loans. — ^I'he  revenue  granted  must  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.-^^Nature  of  the  revenue. 
— ^Advantages  of  a  land  taz^^^nswer  to  ob- 
jections affalnst  it. — Poll  tax.—  Excise. — The  Col- 
lection of  tne  tax. — Appropriation  of  the  revenue. 
— ^Funded  debt. — Sinking  fund. — Answer  to  the 
objections  against  speculations  in  the  funds. — Back 
lands. — Disputes  as  to  the  property  and  disposi- 
tion of  them.— Manner  in  which  they  may  be  ren- 
dered productive. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance,    - 

July  30th,  1782,  238 

Enclosing  estimates  for  the  year  1783. — Necessity  of 
establishing  a  navy.— -Mode  of  raising  the  esti- 
mates. 

To  the  Grovernor  of  Rhode  Island.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, August  2d,  1782,  -        -        •        -   242 
The  impost  recommended    by  Conffress  has  been 
laid  by  all  the  States  except  Rhoae  Island. — ^Re- 
^v  to  the  objections  against  passing  the  impost. — 
The  refusal  of  Rhode  Island  suspends  the  whole 
operation  of  the  impost. 
To  Sir  Guy  Carleton.      Office  of  Finance,  August 

20th,  1782, 248 

Exchange  of  prisoners. 
To  Alexander  Hamilton.     Office  of  Finance,  Au- 
gust 28th,  1782,  248 

Regrets  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  Receiver. — 
Weakness  of  the  confederacy. — ^Mode  of  collecting 
the  taxes. 

To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  Au- 
gust 29th,  1782,  262 

Declares  himself  unable  to  supply  the  army. 
To  George  Washington^     Office  of  Finance,  Au- 
gust 30th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -    254 
Object  of  the  preceding  letter. 


Xiv  CONTENTS. 

Page. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
September  9th,  1782, 266 

Urging  the  adoption  of  measures  for  raising  a  loan. 
To  George  Washington.      Office  of  Finance,  Sep- 
tember 9th,  1782,  -         .         -         -         -   266 
Failure  of  his  resources. 

To  Messrs  WiUink  &;  Co.,  Amsterdam.      Office  of 
Finance,  September  24th,  1782,       -         -         -    256 
Intends  to  draw  bills  on  them. 

To  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.,  Paris.      Office  of 
Finance,  September  24th,  1762,       -         -         -    257 
Reasons  for  desiring  that  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  HoUancTshouldbe  sent  by  the  way  of  the 
Havana.  "    , 

To   B.    Franklin,   John   Adams,   and    John  Jay. 
Office  of  Finance,  September  25th,  1782,  -    269 

Transmitting  Acts  of  Congress. 

To  John  Adams.     Office  of  Finance,  September 
27th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -         -    260 

Congratulating  him  on  his  success  in  Holland. 
To  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.     Office  of  Finance, 
September  27th,  1782,  -         -         -         -   261 

Directs  money  to  be  placed  in  their  hands. — ^Terms 
on  which  it  may  be  remitted  to  the  Havana. 
To  B.  Franklin.      Office  of  Finance,  September 
27th,  1782,  -         -         .         -         -         -    262 

Transmitting;    instructions  to    obtain  a  loan    from 
France. — ^General  disposition  of  the  nation  toward 
the  French. — Attempts  of  the  English  to  effect  a 
reconciliation. — Reliance  of  Congress  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  aid  from  France. — Necessity  of  imme- 
diate relief. — Vicious  mode  of  taxation. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  September 
27th,  1782,  -         -         -         -         -         -    270 

Disposition  of  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
letter.  ^ 

To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  September 

30th>  1782, 271 

Improvident  pufbhases  of  American  agents  in  Eu- 
rope.— The  stores  belon^ng  to  the  United  States 
in  Europe  must  ^^  shipped. — Mr  Grand's  ac- 
cou^. — Interest  on  the  Dutch  loan. — Reports  of 
peace  produce  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  States. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  October  1st, 

1782,  -         - 274 

Directing  application  for  a  convoy  from  Havana  to 
^  American  port,  for  moneys  to  be  shipped  at  the 
former  place. 


C0NTSNT8.  XV 

Pafe. 

To  M.  de  la  Luzerntf.     OfSce  of  Finance,  October 
2d,  1782, 276 

Requesting  him  to  makd  repretentations  to  hb  Court 
on  the  necessity  of  a  loan. 

To  Alexander  Hamilton.     Office  of  Finance,  Octo- 
ber 5th,  1782, 276 

Circulation  of  his  notes. 
To  B.  Franklin.    Office  of  Finance,  Oct.  7th,  1782,    278 

Shipment  of  money. 

To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  Octo- 
ber 16th,  1782, 279 

Impossibility  of  supplying  money  for  the  army. 
^  To  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina.     Office  of  Fi- 
nance, October  7th,  1782,       -         -         -         -   28^ 
Specific  supplies  cannot  be  receired  in  the  place  of 
j^.  money. — Objection  to  the  imposing  of  any  restrio- 

ft^ '  tions  on  the  exportation  of  certain  articles,  for  the 

purpose  of  facilitating  the  obtaining  of  those  articles 
Dy  the  United  States. 

To  Major   General  Greene.     Office   of  Finance, 
October  17th,  1782,  ...         -  283 

'    Supplies  for  the  army. — Disposition  of  the  States  to 
ramish  specific  supplies. 
George   Washington    to    Robert  Morris.       Head 
Quarters,  October  18th,  1782,  -         -         -    286 

Expenses  incurred  in  .forwarding  information  to  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  at  the  request  of  M.  de  la 
Luzerne. 

Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.      Office  of 
Finance,  October  21st,  1782,  ...         .    286 

Unable  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  contrac- 
tors.— Compelled  to  enter  into  new  contracts  on 
less  favorable    terms. — The  want  of  revenue  in- 
creases all  branches  of  the  expenditure. — ^The  war 
is  protracted  by  the  want  of  resources. 
To  the  Governor  of  Khode  Island.      Office  of  Fi- 
"     nance,  October  24th,  1782,     -         -         -         -    291 
Negligence  of  the  States  to  meet  the  requisitions  of        ^ 
Congress. — Loans,  or  military  collections  of  sup- 
plies the  only  alternative. — Loans  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  the  establishment  of  funds. — These 
may  be  raised  by  laying  the  impost  recommended 
by  Congress. — Answer  to  the  objections  to  that 
measure. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  October  27th, 
'  1782,  -         -         .         .         .         -         -    296 

Assumes  the  debt  of  Virginia,  contracted  for  supplies 
from  France. 


XVI  CONTENTS. 

To  the  Governor  of  Cuba.     PhUad^lphia,  Novem- 
ber 27th,  1762, 297 

Reaiiesting  hi(|  assutance  in  negotiating  bills  at 
Havana. 

To  Thomas  Barclay,  ia  Paris.     Office  of  Finance, 
December  5th,  1782,      -         •        -         -        -    298 
.Enclosing  Acts  of  Congress  appointing  him  Com- 
missioner to  settle  the  accounts  of  the   United 
States  in  Europe. — Method  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted. — Account  of  fieaumarchais. — Heads  under 
which  the  accounts  must  be  staged. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
December  12th,  1782,  -         -        -         -    306 

Reporting  a  bill  regulating  the  rates  at  which  foreign 
•  coin  shall  be  received  at  the  treasury. 

George   Washington    to    Robert   Morris.      Head 
Quarters,  December  20th,  1782;      -         -         -    308 
*  Inscription  on  the  cannon  to  be  presented  to  the 

Count  de  Rochambeau. 

To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  January  11th, 
1783, 309 

Has  overdrawn  on  Mr  Grand. — Difficulties  in  raising 
supplies.— Is  obliged  to  extend  his  drafts  still 
further. 

To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  Januaiy  13th, 

1783, 312 

Supplies. — Payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  foreign 
Ministers.  - 
To  Mr  Grand.      Office  of  Finance,  January  13th, 

1783,  '-         -        -         -         -         -         -    314 

Amount  of  bills  issued  on  Europe. 

To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Janu- 
ary 13th,  1783,      -         -         -         -         -         -    316 

Explanation  of  the  excess  of  drafls  on  Mr  Grand 
over  ^he  funds  in  his  hands. — Necessity  of  further 
aid  for  the  current  year. 
To  John  Adams.    Office  of  Finance,  January  19th, 

1783,  - 322 

Wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  state  of  the  loan  in 
Holland. 
To  the  President  of  Pennsylvania.      Office  of  Fi- 
nance, January  20ih,  1783,  -         -         .    323 
Pennsylvania  has  not  complied  with  the  requisitions 
of  Congress. 
To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  Janu-    - 
ary  21st,  i783,      -         -    ■     -         -         -         -    324 
Suspicions  of  illicit  transmission  of  money  for  com- 


Page, 
memal :  purpoves-   uttder   pralMieft  of  MtieTing 
prisoners. — Secret  serrice  money. 

To  the  Presideol  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finaace, 

January  2t4tb,  1783, 325 

Mnignmg  hm office,  on  the  gTonnd  tkst  the  debts  are 
increased  without  any  provision  fpr  the  payment 
oftheniv 
To  tlie  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 

February  26th,  4783, 827 

Desires  permission  to  make  known  his  i^gna- 
tiqn. 

To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Fiq^ce,  Feb*- 
ruary  27th,  1763,  .....    327 

Ipforming  him  of  his  resignation. 
To  William  Carmichael,  in  Madrid.     Office  of  Fi-r 
nanoe,  March  4tb,  1783,  -         -         -         -    329 

Drawing  on  him  to  the  amoaht  of  the-  bills  potiested 
by  Mar  J|ay. 

Tg  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance,; 
March  Bih,  1783,  -        ....    330 

On  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. — Justice  requires 
that  it  ^ould  be  paid. — Power  of  Coi^teqs  in  tbi« 
respect. — The  States  should  be  required  to  pay 
their  quota  of  the  debt,  or  to  comply  with  a  general 
plan  adopted  by  Congress. — M,ethod  of  makm^  the 
apportionment. — The  collectors  must  be  appointed 
by  the  United  States. — The  revenue  must'  con- 
tinue till  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt. — Objec- 
tions to  the  impost. — Land  tax. — Plan  of  termi- 
nating all  accounts  open  between  the  United  State* 
and  the  indiyidual  States. 

George  Washington    to    Robert    Morris.      Head 
Quarters,  March  8th,  1783,     -         -         -         -    336 
Regretting  his  resignation. — Apprehension^  of  the 
conaequencefl(v 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
March  lOth,  1783,  -         -         -         -         -    337 

Enclosing  an  estimate  of  the  public  debt  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1783. 
To   Major  General  Greene.     Office   of  Finance^ 

March  14th,  1783, 338 

Reasons  of  his  resignation — Piovision  for  the  public 
debt. 
To  ilie  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
March  17th,  1783,  .•         -         -         -    339 

No  ibrther  aid  can  be  expected  irom  Europe. ^-Loan. 
in  Hollaad. — Probable,  amount  of  money  on  hand. 
— Expenditure.— Extinction  of  the  pubbc  credit. — 
VOL.   XII.  C 


XVUl  CONTENTS. 


Page- 


Defence  of  faimMlf  from  the  charges  brought  for- 
ward in  the  newspapers. 
To  the  Receivers  of  Contiaemal  Taxes  in  the  seve- 
ral States.     Office  of  Finance,  April  7th,  1783,      344 
Enclosing  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures during  his  administration. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  April  7th,  1783,        ....    346 
*        Enclosing  statements  of  the  receipts  and  ezpendi- 
tures  for  1781  and  178^. 
To  a  Committee  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
AprU  14th,  1783,  -         -         -         .         .    345 

Settlement  of  accounts. — Payment  of  the  army. 
To  Alexander  Hamilton.     Office  of  Finance,  April 

16th,  1783, 347 

Marine  agency. — Necessity   of  economy  in  the  ex-      ^ 
penditure. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 

April  23d,  1783, 348 

Enclosing  specimens   of  a  coin  for    the   proposed 
mint. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  1st,  1783,      -         -         -         -         -         -    349 

Correcting  erroneous  statements  of  a  committee  of 
Congress  appointed  to  confer  with  him  relative  to 
bis  continuance  in  office, — Reasons  for  his  resig- 
nation.— M.otives  for  consenting  to  continue  m 
office. — Conditions  of  this  consent. 

T<5  the  President  of  Congress.  Office  of  Finance, 
May  3d,  1783, 35fi^ 

Consenting  to  continue  in  office. 
To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,   May 
6th,  1783, .365 

Requesting  an  advance  of  money  in  America, 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  May  12th,  1783,       -         -         -       .  -    356 
Further  supplies  from  France    are   not  to  he   ex- 
pected.— Confusion  of  the  accounts. — Anticipation 
of  the  revenue.— Necessity  of  supplies  from  the 
States. 

To  Thomas  Barclay,  Agent  for  settling  the  Public 
Accounts  in  Europe.  Office  of  Finance,  May 
12th,  1783,  -         -         -         -         -         -    360 

Confusion  in  the  accounts  occasioned  by  the  bills 
drawn  by  Congress  on  the  Ministers  in  France, 
Spain^  and  Holland. — Settlement  of  the  accounts. 


CONTENTS.  .      XIX 

Pafe. 

To  B.   Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,   May   12th, 
1783,  -         -         -         -         -        -         -360 

Confusion  produced  by  the  bills  drawn  by  Congress. 
— Amount  of  ihe  bills. 

To  a  Committee  of  Congiess.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  15lh,  1783, 362 

Account  of  the  ntate  of  the  financial  department. — 
Resources  foreign  and  domestic. — Expenses  of  the 
army. — Politico  and  military  motives  for  disband- 
ing the  army  immediately. 
To   Major  General   Greene.     Office  of  Finance, 

May  16th,  1783, 367 

Calumnies  against  public  officers. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  May  26th, 

1783, 369 

The  people  is  never  ready  to  tax  itself. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Office  of  Finance,  May  26th, 

1783, 370 

Urffinff  a  renewal  of  application  for  aid. — The  taxes 
shall  be  devoted,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  repay- 
ment of  any  advances. — Situfition  of  the  finances. 
To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.      Office  of  Finance,  May 
27t.h,  1783,  .         -         .         -         -         -372 

Requesting  his  interposition  with  his  Court  in  favor 
of  the  application  for  further  aid. 
To  George  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  May 

29th,  1783, 373 

Misrepresentations  of  his  motives  and  conduct. — Ex- 
ertions to  procure  pay  for  the  army. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  June  5th,  1783,         -         -        -        -    375 
The  army  h^s  been  paid  in  notes. — Incumbent  on 
the  States  to  furnish  means  of  discharging  them. 
Circular  to  the  Governors  of  the  States.     Office  of 
Finance,  July  nth,  1783,        -         -         -         -    376 
Necessity  of  supplies  from  the  States  to  meet  the 
notes  issued  to  the  army. 
Report   to  Congress   relative  to   the    Pay  of  the 
Array.     Office  of  Finance,  July  15th,  1783,      -    378 
Method  of  discharffing  the  notes  issued  by  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Finance. — Amount  advanced  to 
the  army. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
July  18th,  1783,  -         -         -         -         -    380 

Recapitulation  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  payment  of  the  army. — Reason  for  presenting 
these  mcts  in  the  form  of  a  letter. 


SX  CONTENDS. 

Pag«. 

To  Mr  <Jrand.     Office  of  Finance,  July  26tb,  1 783,    386 
Requesting  that  his  bills  may  be  honored,  although 
exceeding  the  funds  in  Mr  Grand's  hands. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
July  28th,  1783,  ...         ^         .    387 

Urging  a  reduction  of  the  public  expenditure.— The 
oiyillist. 

Circular  to  the  Goveroocs  of  the  Slates.      Office  of 
Finance,  July  28tb,  1783,       -        -        -        -    389 
State' of  the  finances. — ^R&dnction  of  expenses. — Mis- 
represeiitations  of  his  mbti-v^s. 
Report  to  Congress  respecting  transferable  Certifi- 
cates.    Office  of  Finance,  July  3ist,  1783,        -    393 
B^asoiis  Why  the  debts  of 'the  treasury  have  not  been 
evidenced' by  transferable  certificates. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
August  1st,  1783,  -         .         -     '    -         -    394 

Amount  and   proportions  of  the  payments  by  the 
States. 
To  Messrs  Willink  fc  Co.     Office  of  t'inance,  Au- 
gust 6th,  1783,      -         -         -         -         -         -    396 

Amount  and  <  nature  of  drafts  on  them.^^Desires 
that  they  may  be  met  at  all  events. 
George   Washington    to    Robert   Morris.      Head 

Quarters,  August  6th,  1783,  ^         «         .    397  \ 

Advances  of  money  required  for  tttMBpCftiitig  cantooh  . 

,  and  stores  to  the  upper  posts.  I 

To  George  Washington.      Office  of  Finance,  Au- 
gust 12th,  1783,  -         -         ...    399  I 
To   the  Paymaster   Genefal.     Office  of  Finance,  1 
August  12th,  1783,        .         -        :        -        ^    399  I 

Ettbartasse  d  situation  of  (he  finances . 
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To  Greorge  Washington.     Office  of  Finance,  Sep- 
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Pmge. 
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Insufficiency  of  the  confodieration.— 0«aeral  -satis- 
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To  B.  Franklin.      Office  of  Finance,  September 
30th,  1783, -    413 

Prejudices  against  France. — Causes  of  the  return  of 
American  commerce  to  Great  Britain. — Fatal  in- 
fluence of  the  British  navigation  act  on  the  com- 
merce of  England. — The  true  interest  of  the  Eu- 
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Facts  relatii)^  to  a  contract  with  Mr  Deane,  con- 
cerning shipments  on  the  public  account. 
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Sum  requisite   above  the  estimated   amount  of  the 
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United  States. — Plan  adopted  for  drawing  the  sum 
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Relative  to  the  mode^f  proceeding  of  the  commis- 
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Transmitting  a  demand  for  supplies  advanced  to 
American  prisoners. 
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ruary  12th,  1784, 466 
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their  hands. — Manner  in  which  the  bills  may  be 
met. 

To  Messrs  Willink  fe  Co.     Office  of  Finance,  Feb- 
ruary 12th,  1784,  -         -         -         -         -    469 
The  resources  of  America  ai'e  not  sufficiently  known. 
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12th,  1784, 461 
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To   B.  Franklin.      Office   of  Finance,   Fdaruary 

13th,  1784, 463 

Amount  of  the  actual  enga^rements  of  h»  Depart- 
ment.— General  engagements  for  the  public  ser- 
vice.— Bills   of  exchange    unpaid. — Debt  to  the 
national  bank. — Means  of  payment. 
To  Thomas  Jefferson.     Office  of  Finance,  Febru- 
ary 25th,  1784, 468 

Arrearages  of  requisitions.— Unfunded  expenditures. 
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Proposed  expenses  of  die  Civil  List,  -         -   476 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 

March  17th,  1784, 478 

Failure  of  the  Dutch  loan. — Bills  protested  for  non- 
acceptasee. — ^Amount  of  funds  m   Europe,  and  of 
bills  drawn. — Necessity  of  prompt  supplies. 
To  Jacob  Read,  member  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress.    Office  of  Finance,  March  30th,  1784,     -   482 
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The  number  of  banks  unfavorable  to  the  plan  of  rais- 
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To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  6th,  1784,               ..        ...   489 
Amount  of  his  engagements. — Rec^uests  the  adoption 
of  arrangements  for  administering  the  Financial 
Department. 
To  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.     Office  of  Finance, 
May  19th,  1784, 490 

Requesting  his  influence  in  establishing  a  free  port 
in  the  Isle  of  France  or  Bourbon. — Commercial 
and  political  advantages  of^the  measure. 
To  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island.     Office  of  Fi-  • 
nance,  June  21st,  1784,  -         -         -         -   493 

Urging  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress for  funding  the  public  debt. 
To  M.  de  Marbois,  Charge  d' Affaires  from  France. 
Office  of  Finance,  August  17th,  1784,  494 

Arrangements  for  paying  the  interest  on  the  French 
loans. 


To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
September  30tb,  1784,  -        -        -        -   496 

Soecess  of  the  Dateb  loan.— -NvcMfity  of  making 
proper  provisions  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt. 
To  B.  Franklin.     Ofiice  of  Finance,  September 
30th,  1784,  -         -         -         .         -         -   498 

Payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  foreign  Ministers. 
-'^tlaohmest  of  United  States  property  in  France. 
To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
September  30th,  1784,  -         -         -         -    6Q1 

Seryiees  of  M.  de  Lafayette. 
Advertisement.     Philadelphia,  October  11th,  1784,   602 
Announeittff  his  having  made  arrangements  for  re- 
deeming nis  public  enga^ments  and  hie  notes  in 
circulation — Pledges    his  personal   responsibility 
for  the  paymient. 
To  the  President  of  Congress,     Office  of  Finance, 
Novenaber  1st,  1784,  ....   602 

Snclesing  his  commission  as  Superintendent  of  Fi- 
nance. 
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COBBESP017DENCE    CONTINITED. 

/ 

TO   H.    DE    LA   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Fmance,  Norember  3d,  1781. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  mjr  promise,  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter,  which  I  lately  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  States.  This  will  be  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  my  desire  to  draw  from  among  ourselves 
the  necessary  resources,  and  thereby  to'  become  truly 
independent.  But  the  sincerity  with  which  I  have 
always  spoken  to  you,  and  which  I  mean  to  preserve, 
and  which  the  generous  conduct  of  your  Sovereign 
demands  for  his  servants,  that  sincerity  will  not  permit 
me  to  conceal  my  sentiments  on  what  is  to  be  expected. 

The  annual  expenses  of  this  country  may  certainly 
be  reduced  within  narrower  bounds,  thaix  they  have 
hitherto  been ;  perhaps  it  will  be  less  than  I  myself 
have  now  an  idea  of.  But  still  it  must  be  consider- 
able, if  we  mean,  which  we  certainly  do,  to  make 
becoming  efforts  in  the  common  cause.     Besides  this, 
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it  will  require  a  considerable  revenue  to  provide  the 
sinking  fund  for  our  public  debt.  As  I  consider 
national  credit  to  be  an  object  of  the  greatest  magni- 
tude and  importance,  so  I  think  it  necessary  to  bend 
every  possible  effort  to  the  establishment  and  support 
of  it.  Provision  for  our  debts  is,  therefore,  the  first 
object,  and  therefore  must  take  place  of  every  other 
demand. 

Whatever  may  be  the  wealth  of  the  ihhabitants  of 
America,  and  however  capable  ihey  may  be  of  bearing 
heavy  taxes,  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  they  have 
neither  been  accustomed  to  them,  aor  bave  the  Legis- 
latures hitherto  adopted  the  proper  modes  of  laying 
and  levying  them  with  convenience  to  the  people. 
Taxation  requires  time  in  all  governments,  and  is  to 
be  perfected  only  by  long  experience  in  any  country. 
America,  divided  as  it  is  into  a  variety  of  free  States, 
possessing  sovereign  power  for  all  domestic  purposes, 
cannot  therefore  be  suddenly  brought  to  pay  all  which 
might  be  spared  from  the  wealth  of  her  citizens.  The 
amount  even  of  that  wealth  is  very  disputable.  Our 
extensive  forests,  though  they  are  valuable  as  property, 
are  by  no  means  productive  to  the  revenue ;  and  many 
of  our  people  have  endured  such  losses,  that  they  re- 
quire alleviation,  instead  of  being  able  to  bear  burdens. 
Besides  this,  the  use  of  many  articles,  not  strictly  ne- 
cessary, are  become  so  even  by  that  use,  and  there- 
fore, the  mode  of  living  beiqg  habitually  more  expen- 
sive than  in  other  countries,  requires  greater  wealth. 
A  good  Prince  would  not  suddenly  render  the  lot  of 
his  subjects  Worse.  How  then  are  we  to  expect  that 
the  people  themselves  will  do  so  ? 
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But  supposiog  our  iaxes  could  equal  the  demand  for 
revenue,  another  circumstance  remains.  The  paper 
money,  which  has  been  emitted  lays  in  oiar  way  to  re- 
formation,  and  we  feel  k  at  every  step.  It  has  been 
issued,  and  the  people  will  with  prcpriety  refuse  to  pay 
taxes,  if  it  be  totally  refused.  Much,  therefore,  of  the 
revenue  must  be  in  paper,  while  that  paper  exists.  If  it 
be  re-issued  after  it  has  been  raised  in  taxes,  the  mischief 
attendant  on  a  depreciating  medium  will  still  continue. 
A  large  nominal  revenue  may  indeed  be  collected,  but 
that  revenue  will  be  nominal.  The  specie  in  the  country 
also  will  be  continually  secluded  from  circulation,  and  by 
that  means,  not  only  the  sources  of  revenue  will  be  dried 
up,  but  even  the  bills  of  exchange,  which  may  be  drawn 
on  Europe,  will  not  find  a  proper  market  at  their  value. 

I  might  add  a  number  of  reasons  to  show  the  necessity 
of  destroying  this  paper  money  ;  but  yowr  residence  here 
has  enabled  you  to  see  this  subject  to  the  bottom,  and  I 
have  found  in  conversation  your  ideas  so  clear,  that  I  will 
not  attempt  to  demonstrate  what  you  cannot  but  perc^ve 
at  a  single  glance.  But  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  If  a  recur- 
rence be  again  had  to  the  detestable  expedient  of  force, 
our  credit  is  ruined.  Prudence,  therefore,  forbids  any 
such  attempt ;  besides,  it  is  so  dishonest,  that  I  will  never 
have  any  concern  in  it.  There  is  then  no  other  means, 
but  to  receive  the  taxes  in  paper,  and  to  destroy  a  part,  at 
least,  if  not  the  whole. 

This  method  of  proceeding  will  lay  a  proper  foundation 
for  establishing  public  credit,  and  when  that  is  estaUished, 
we  well  know  what  good  consequences  may  be  drawn. 
But,  in  the  interim,  it  is  evident  that  the  revenue,  even  if 
otherwise  equal  to  our  wants,  must  be  deficient.     I,  there- 
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fore,  am  bound  to  declare  to  you  my  conviction,  that  we 
must  have  aid  from  abroad.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  the 
place  from  which  that  aid  is  to  be  expected. 

It  is  very  painful  to  ask  assistance  in  any  case,  espe- 
cially in  a  situation  like  ours,  where  the  object  of  the  war  is 
to  secure  what  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.  But 
having  candidly  explained  our  situation,  and  shown  the 
impracticability  of  doing  ^1  which  I  wish,  there  is  a 
greater  propriety  in  stating  to  a  gentleman,  who  knows 
those  wishes,  the  ideas  which  arise  from  the  nature  of  that 
connexion  which  subsists  between  the  two  nations. 

The  war  in  America  must  of  necessity  prove  fatal  to 
Great  Britain,  if  it  continues;  because  it  is  carried  on  by 
her  at  an  expense  so  disproportionate,  to  that  which  is 
borne  by  France,  that  the  greater  efibrt  must  exhaust  every 
fund  she  can  possibly  draw  forth,  and  inextricably  involve 
her  in  eternal  debt.  If  then  the  object  of  the  war  were 
in  itself  indifferent  to  France,  the  mere  continuance  of  it 
would  alone  be  a  valuable  object  to  her,  and  indeed,  to  every 
other  power,  particularly  to  those  who  are  in  any  degree 
maritime,  as  they  are  most  exposed  to  British  encroach- 
ment and  rapacity.  But  when  we  consider  that  the  object 
of  the  war  is  of  the  last  consiequence  to  the  commerce  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  especially  so  to  his  marine; 
and  when  we  further  consider,  that  his  honor  stands  pledged 
for  our  support,  to  doubt  of  his  further  assistance  would 
imply  a  reflection  both  on  bis  wisdom  and  integrity.  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  believe  me  to  be  incapable  of  casting 
such  reflections. 

Let  me  furthel*  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  would 
by  no  means  detract  from  the  generosity  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  yet  the  moneys,  which  he  may  be  dis- 
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posed  to  advaDce  to  the  United  States,  are  neither  lost 
nor  thrown  away.  The  subjects  of  France  will  for  ages 
derive  benefits  from  a  commercial  connexion  with  this 
country,  and  I  hope  their  Sovereign  will  always  find  here 
a  warm  friend  and  a  faithful  ally,  should  any  of  those 
changes,  to  which  human  affairs  are  subjected,  induce  him 
to  ask  that  aid,  which  he  now  bestows. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &«. 
ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


*  JVovem^er  3ii.  This  day,  on  the  invitatioii  of  the  Minister  of 
France,  I  attended  at  the  Romish  Church  at  a  Te  Deum,  sung  on 
account  of  the  capture  of  Lord  ComwaUis  and  his  army.  Soon 
after  arrived  the  colors  taken  by  General  Washington  with  that 
army,  which  were  brought  by  Colonel  Humphreys  to  Chester, 
there  met  by  Colonel  Tilghman,  and  thence  conducted  hither  by 
those  twa  Aid-de-Camps  of  the  General.  The  city  troop  of  light 
horse  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  became  the  standard  bearers,  and 
twentyfour  gentlemen,  privates  in  that  co^s,  carried  each  of  them 
one  of  the  colors  displayed.  The  American  and  Trench  flags  pre- 
ceding the  captured  trophies,  which  were  conducted  down  Market 
street  to  the  Coffee  Housed  thence  down  Front  to  Chestnut  street, 
and  up  that  street  to  the  State  House,  where  they  were  presented 
to  Congress,  who  were  sitting ;  and  many  of  the  members  tell  me, 
that  instead  pf  viewing  this  transaction  as  a  mere  matter  of  joyftd 
ceremony,  which  they  expected  to  do,  they  instantly  felt  themselves 
impressed  with  ideas  of  the  most  solemn  nature.  It  brought  to 
their  minds  the  distresses  our~country'has  been  exposed  to,  the 
calamities  we  have  repeatedly  suffered,  the  perilous  situation,  which 
our  aSairs  have  almost  always  been  in ;  and  they  could  not  but 
recollect  the  threats  of  Iiord  North,  that  he  would  bring  America 
to  his  feet  on  unconditional  terms  of  submission.    Diary. 
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TO   THS   PBfiSIDElTT   OF   CONOBBS8. 

Office  of  Finance,  Noyember  5th,  1781. 

Sir, 

Copies  of  the  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, of  the  2d  instant,  have  been  sent  to  me,  and  were 
yesterday  received.  It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sentiments  be- 
fore those  acts  were  parsed  ;  but  it  becomes  necessary  jto 
take  the  liberty  of  doing  it  now.  I,  therefore,  do  myself 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  written  on  the  28tfa  day  of 
August  last,  which  was  not  transmitted  before,  because 
Congress  were  so  muQb  engaged,  that,  as  well  from  that 
as  from  other  circumstances,  those  matters,  which  it  re- 
lates to,  could  not  properly  be  brought  before  them.  In 
the  beginning  of  that  letter,  the  reference  made  to  me  on 
the  23d  of  August,  of  two  letters  from  tbe  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  a  report  upon  them,  is  mentioned. 
On  the  ]2th  of  September  following,  I  received  the  resolu- 
tions of  that  State,  which  were  referred  on  the  1 0th;  and 
X  have  now  to  observe,  that  my  sentiments  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  those  resolutioos  are  fully  contained  in  the  letter. 

I  should  have  sent  in  that  letter,  notwithstanding  my 
reasons  to  the  contrary,  if  I  had  conceived  that  any  of  the 
subjects  it  relates  to  had  been  in  agitation  before  tbe 
United  Stat^.  And,  although  Congress  bav^  not  taken 
up  all  the  matters  mentioned  in  it,  there  is  some  propriety 
in  sending  it  as  it  was  written,  because  such  objects  are 
better  understood  when  viewed  in  their  connexion  with 
each  other,  than  when  separately  considered. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  re- 
quired, because  I  have  vot  seen  the  estimates.    Congress 
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have  certainly  considered  the  supplies  necessBry,  and  the 
abilities  of  tbeir  constituents.  '  Immediately  after  tbe  ap- 
portionments, I  8nd  tbe  following  clause,  "that  the  said 
sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  credited  to  the  accounts  of  the 
several  States  on  interest,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted." 
I  hope  that  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  observing,  that  I 
cannot  see  the  necessity  of  this  provision,  and  that  ill 
consequences  will  probably  result  from  it.  As  to  the 
necessity,  I  will  suppose  that  the  proportion  of  any 
State  were  rated  so  high  as  greatly  to  exceed  its  means 
of  payment,  or  materially  to  distress  tbe  people,  surely 
« Congress  mi^ht  afford  redress  in  the  next  apportion- 
ment by  relaxing  the  demands  on  such  State  and 
dividing" the  deficiency  among  others.  Nor  is  it  of 
any  consequence  whether  the  disproportion  arises  from 
error  in  kying  the  quotas,  or  from  a  subsequent 
change  of  circumstances.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
clause  appears  unnecessary.  The  idea  of  leaving  the 
adjustment  of  accounts  to  a  future  day  will  diseotirage 
the  efforts  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  They  will 
consider  it  as  determining,  in  other  words,  that  the 
accounts  shall  never  be  settled  at  all ;  or  rather,  they 
have  already  formed  that  opinion.  This  has  produced 
discontent,  and  given  rise  to  complaint.  The  disputes 
which  must  follow  cannot  but  be  pernicious.  Nor  are 
these  the  only  ill  consequences  of  that  provision.  I 
hope  that  Congress  will  pardon  me,  whpn  I  slate  the 
sentiment,  which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  others, 
although  they  have  no  place  in  my  own.  Postponing 
a  final  adjustment  may  east  an  air  of  doubt,  or  even 
timidity,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States.  It 
mdy  be  construed  into  an  appearance  of  leading  indi- 
voi.  XII.  2 
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yidual  States  unwarily  into  efforts  beyond  their  pro- 
portion, or  their  strength.  It  may  be  imagined  that 
there  is  some  want  of  that  firmness  and  decision,  which 
ought  to  be  the  constant  companions  of  sovereign 
authority.  It  gives  me  pain  to  hazard  a  difference  in 
opinion  with  Congress,  and,  therefore,  I  quit  the 
subject. 

The  next  article  in  the  Act  of  the  second  instant 
declares,  ^Hhat  certificates,  which  may  be  given  by  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  or  other  officers  properly  au- 
thorised to  give  them  for  supplies,  that  shall  hereafter 
be  furnished,  shall  be  accepted  in  payment.''  This 
provision  may,  in  some  instances  be  necessary,  in 
some  improper,  but  in  all  it  must  be  dangerous.  I 
shall  not  dwell  on  the  consequences  of  giving  these 
certificates;  but  I; will  suggest  one  idea,  which  will, 
perhaps,  merit  attention.  That  article  is  an  act  of 
sovereign,  authority,  and  therefore  while  it  exists 
doubts  may  arise  how  far  the  issuing  of  such  certifi- 
cates can  be  restrained.  If  the  Quarter  Master  and 
others  will  give  certificates,  and  the  States  will  receive 
them  an^d  tender  them  to  me,  I  must,  according  to  this 
act,  accept  them  in  payment;  but  those  who  contract 
for  supplies  to  the  public,  certainly  will  not  take  them 
from  me.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  that  article  be  not 
inserted,  the  general  authorities  given  to  me  by  Con- 
gress are  equal  to  all  the  necessary  regulations  in  exe- 
cuting their  commands,  i  might,  for  instance,  appoint 
a  trusty  person  to  give  certificates  in  extraordinary 
oases.  I  should  then  know  the  amount  of  such  certi- 
ficates, and  I  could  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  relation  to  them. 
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My  sentiments  on  the  next  article  are  so  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  enclosed  letter,  that  I  will  not  trouble 
Congress  with  the  repetition.  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  daily  observation  and  information  confirm  my 
fears,  that  frauds  have  been  practised  in  giving  those 
certificates,  and  I  must  be  of  opinion,  that  a  general 
permission  to  receive  them  in  taxes  will  be  very  inju- 
rious, not  only  to  the  public  revenue,  but  to  the  repu- 
tation of  our  measures.  I  am  apprehensive  that  many 
honest  nien  through  the  United  States,  who  know  the 
frauds  committed  in  their  neighborhoods,  will  imagine 
that  sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the  detection  of 
villany,  and  that  idea  will  disincline  them  very  much 
from  the  payment  of  taxes,  because  nothing  induces 
men  to  part  with  their  money  so  cheerfully,  as  the 
belief  that  it  will  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  granted,  with  economy  and  integrity. 

What  I  have  written  on  the*  subject  of  a  final  appor- 
tionment may  appear  to  have  proceeded  from  a  want 
of  attention  to  that  article  of  the  confederation,  which 
points  out  the  manner  of  defraying  public  expenses. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  The  article  in  question  re- 
lates merely  to  those  circumstances,  which  shall  arise 
after  the  completion  of  it,  and  makes  no  provision 
whatever  for  past  expenses.  The  several  requisitions 
of  Congress  do  indeed  refer  to  a  future  settleinent, 
according  to  the  mode  expressed  in  the  confederation ; 
but  the  confederation  itself  must  receive  a  liberal  and 
equitable  construction ;  much  more  so  those  resolur 
tions  which  refer  to  it.  If  this  be  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  madness  to  expect  obedience  frohi  free 
agents  independent  of  6ach  other,  which   is  the  situa- 
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tiofi  of  the  several  States.  If,  tbea,  the  article  be 
eoasidered  and  weighed,  even  as  to  the  quota  of  the 
current  year,  where  certainly  it  applies  with  greater 
force,  than  to  any  past  transaction,  we  shall  find  that 
it  presupposes  the  following  things;  first,  a  certain 
node  of  determining  the  value  of  lands,  &e.,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  value  of  each  respective  State ;  sec- 
ondly, that  this  mode  should  not  be  permanent  but 
variable,  and  framed  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
the  then  existing  state  of  things;  thirdly,  that  it 
should  be  founded  in  liberal  |»*inciples  of  justice;  no 
other  mode  being  presumable  from  those  who  are  to 
adopt  it ;  fourthly,  that  the  value  being  thus  equita^ 
hly  determined,  the  expenses  of  the  current,  year 
should  be  estimated  according  to  the  best  lights,  which 
could  be  obtained ;  and  fifthly,  that  this  expense 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  that  valuation* 

If  these  ideas  be  just,  and  I  think  that  an  inspeclion 
of  the  article  itself  will  show  them  to  be  so,  then  it 
will  follow,  that  a  valuation  made  for  one  year  cannot 
properly  apply  to  any  preceding  or  subsequent  yea^  ; 
naore  especially,  if  auy  ccmsiderable  change  take  place 
in  the  respective  circumstances  of  the  several  States* 
Let  us,  for  instance,  suppose,  that  in  the  year  1776, 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  State  A  were  worth 
one  thousand  pounds;,  that  in  the  year  1777,  they 
were  worth  five  hui^red  pounds ;  and  in  the  year 
1778,  one  hundred  pounds  ;  while,,  during  the  whole 
period,  five  hundred  acres  in  the  State  B  were  worth 
fi^e  hundred  pounds.  Let  us  suppose  the  States  A 
and  B  to  have  been  «if  the  same  extent,  and  that  thirty 
pounds  were  to  have  been  paid  annually  by  those  States 
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according  to  the  apportionment  of  the  confedenition| 
they  would  then  have  been  charged  as  follows ;  in 
1776,  the  State  A  twenty  pounds,  and  B  ten  polinds ; 
in  1777,  A  fifteen  pounds,  and  B  fifteen  pounds  ;  and 
in  1778- A  five  pounds,  and  B  twentyfiT6  pounds. 
Thus,  then,  o£  three  tidies  thirty  or  ninety  pounds,  A 
would  be  chargeable  with  twenty,  fifteen,  and  five, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  forty  pounds ;  and  B  with 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twentyfive,  amounting  in  the  wl}ole 
to  6fty  pounds.  The  proportion,  therefore,  between 
them  is  as  four  to  five ;  but  the  proportion  arising 
from  their  relative  wealth  in  either  of  those  terms  is 
widely  different.  In  the  first,  it  is  as  two  to  one.  In 
the  seeoBd,  as  one  to  one,  and  in  the  third,  as  one  to 
five.  Wherefore,  if  the  whole  ninety  pounds  were  to 
have  been  apportioned  on  the  valuation  of  the  first 
year,  it  would  have  been  to  A  sixty,  and  to  B  thirty. 
On  that  of  the  second  A  forty  five,  and  B  forty  five, 
and  on  the  third  A  fifteen,  and  B  seventyfive. 

If  this  conclusion  be  fairly  drawn,  then  a  question  will 
arise  on  )his  point.  Sup{)ose  no  mode  of  valuation  adopted, 
how  are  the  quotas  to  be  ascertained  ?  In  answer  to  this 
question,  I  state  the  following  positions ;  first,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  confederation  was  to  make  an  equitable  appor- 
tionment ;  secondly,  that  Congress  will  always,  when  they 
direct  a  valuation,  do  it  in  an  equitable  mode ;  and  thirdly, 
that  a  valuation  is,  at  present,  impracticable^  much  less  a 
valuation  for  times  pasC.  These  things  admitted,  and  the 
necessity  of  an  apportionment  being  also  admitted,  the 
question  answers  itself ;  for  no  other  mode  will  remain,  but 
by  resorting  to  such  lights  as  Congress  may  have  on  the 
subject,  and  that  they  determine  as  equitably  as  they  can. 
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according  to  those  lights,  which  is  the  very  thing  I  have 
already  proposed. 

I  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  Excellency's  patience, 
than  to  mejition,  that  I  have  detained  the  copies  of  those 
acts,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress.  But  if  they  dis- 
approve of  it,  I  shall  immediately  transmit  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.    D£    LA  LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  6th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  answer  of 
the  4th  to  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant.  I  am  sure  we  can- 
not differ  in  opinion.  It  is  impossible,  that  I  can  doubt  the 
wisdom  or  integrity  of  hi^  Most  Christian  Majesty,  or  that 
you  can  doubt  his  desire  of  giving  further  assistance  to  the 
United  States.  As  to  the  mode  in  which  that  can  be  done, 
his  Majesty's  convenience,  and  tlie  situation  of  affairs  will 
best  determine  it.  I  wish  to  receive  pecuniary  aid,  and 
when  1  consider  the  importance,  I  am  led  to  expect  it. 
You  have  doubts  on  that  subject ;  but  the  success  which 
has  followed  from  the  grants  already  made,  will  show  so 
clearly  the  utility,  that  you,  who  see  the  good  effects,  and 
who  are  so  zealously  attached  to  the  common  cause,  will 
concur  with  me  in  your  efforts  also.  The  regard  you  have 
expressed  for  the  United  States,  and  which,  I  am  sure  you 
feel,  gives  me  the  highest  reason  to  expect  your  good  offi- 
ces on  all  occasions,  which  may  relate  to  their  welfare,  and 
particularly  tliose  in  the  line  of  my  department,  where  you 
are  fully  sensible  assistance  is  roost  necessary. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE    COUNT   DE    ROCHAMBEAU. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  15th|  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that 
I  have  discharged  a  bill  drawn  on  me  by  M.  Baulny,  in 
favor  of  M.  Roquebrune,  for  eighty  thousand  livres,  being 
in  part  payment  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
livres,  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  advance,  and  for 
which  I  beg  leave  again  to  express  my  grateful  sense  of 
obligation.  The  remaining  sum  of  sixty  four  thousand 
livres,  I  hold  at  your  order,  and  had  determined  to  remit 
it ;  but  having  accidentally  mentioned  the  matter  to  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  he  observed  to  me,  that  in  all 
probability,  you  would  want  money  rather  in  Philadelphia 
than  Virginia,  because  of  the  necessary  expense,  which 
would  arise  in  transporting  stores  from  Boston.  Upon  this 
principle,  I  deferred  sending  forward,  until  I  should  hear 
from  your  Excellency  on  the  subject.  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
has  also  promised  me  to  mention  it  in  his  letters  to  you. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  trespass  one  short 
rnoment  on  your  patience,  to  express  my  congratulations 
>  on  the  important  and  splendid  success,  which  has  crowned 
the  allied  arms  before  Yorktown.  My  voice,  Sir,  cannot 
add  to  that  glory,  which  the  public  sentiment  has  most  de- 
servedly conferred ;  but  you  will  permit  me  to  assure  you 
of  the  high  gratification  it  gives  my  mind,  that  you  ore  to 
much  the  object  of  gratitude,  applause  and  esteem,  through- 
out the  United  States. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


16  AOBERT  MORRIS. 

CIRCtJLAR   TO  THE    GOVERNORS  OF  THE   STATES. 

Office  of  Finance^  November  17th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hooor  to  enclose  acts  of  Congress  of  the  30th 
of  October,  and  2d  instant,  which  were  handed  to  me  on 
the  4th ;  but  upon  a  perusal  of  them,  it  appeared  that 
some  things  had  escaped  the  attention  of  Congress;  where- 
fore, on  the  5th  I  iiad  the  honor  of  writing  to  them  a  letter 
on  the  subject. 

In  this  letter  I  took  the  liberty  to  sUte  some  objections 
to  the  three  clauses  in  the  Act  of  the  2d,  which  fplbw 
immediately  after  the  apportionment*  I  shall  not  here 
repeat  those  objections.  They  lay  before  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  and  will  receive  such  mature  consid- 
eration, as  is  becoming  the  wisdom  of  that  sovereign  body. 
I  will  not  however  hesitate  to  declare  to  your  ExcetleDcy, 
that  it  was  my  wish  to  have  those  three  clauses  repealed. 

On  the  12th,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
passed  the  act,  of  which  a  copy  is  also  enclosed,  and  by 
which  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  one  of  those 
clauses  is  repealed.  I  received  this  Act  on  the  30th,  and  I 
have  waited  until  this  day  the  further  order  of  Congress ; 
but  there  being  now  but  a  thin  representation,  so  that  busi- 
ness cannot  be  done  with  the  same  despatch  as  when  more 
States  are  present,  and  these  Acts  being  of  great  impor- 
tance, I  have  thought  it  best  immediately  to  forward  them. 
To  press  a  compliance  is  I  trust  unnecessary.  The  respect 
due  to  the  representation  of  America  will  speak  more  loudly 
and  more  effectually,  than  the  weak  voice  of  any  individual 
servant  they  may  have  employed.  I  shall  make  but  one 
observation.     The  present  requisition  is  very  moderate ; 
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the  compFiance,  therefore,  must  be  very  punctual,  for  de- 
lays are  equally  dangerous  and  expensive,  and  if  they 
should  happen,  the  people  must  be  burdened  with  new 
taxes  unnecessarily. 

With  great  respect^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Mount  Vernon,  November  19th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that  a  very  considerable  debt  has 
been  incurred  on  you  as  Financier  of  the  United  States, 
by  an  order  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  of  the  army  from 
the  goods  found  in  Yorktown ;  each  officer,  military  and 
staff,  having  been  authorised  to  take  up  on  public  account, 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  Virginia  currency  ;  for  which 
Mr  Ross,  commercial  agent  of  this  State,  is  answerable 
to  the  merchants,  payable  in  tobacco  ^  Mr  Ross  receiving 
the  amount  in  bills  upon  you  to  be  paid  in  six  months  from 
the  time  of  the  goods  being  taken.  The  returns  not  being 
banded  in,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  amount  with  any 
precision ;  your  own  calculations  will  afford  you  the  sum 
with  a  degree  of  certainty. 

A  quantity  of  goods  found  on  board  a  cartel  in  York 
river,  and  which  have  been  judged  to  be  forfeit,  were  pait 
suitable  for  the  army,  and  part  for  the  country ;  the  latter, 
which  will  amount  to  a  considerable  sum,  are  to  be  sold 
at  public  vendue,  and  accounted  for. 

Knowing  the  state  ,o(  your  finances,  I  have  studied  to 
keep  this  debt  within  its  most  moderate  bounds,  but  in 
spite  of  all  my  endeavors,  I  fear  you  will  find  it  but  too 
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large.  ^  I  hoped  to  have  given  you  some  assistance  from 
the  military  chest  found  with  the  enemy,  but  unavoidable 
contingencies  of  the  army,  and  furnishing  the  Quarter 
Master  General  for  the  southern  army,  have  swallowed 
up  near  one  half  of  its  contents.  A  number  of  iron  can- 
non, being  unnecessary  for  our  use,  I  have  appropriated 
as  a  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  debt  incurred,  and  they 
are  sent  to  the  head  of  the  Elk ;  this  with  the  other  funds 
may  possibly  amount  to  a  full  discharge  of  the  debt. 
I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  jS.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  an(i  informed  by 
General  Lincoln,  who  is  come  up  since  I  left  Yorktown, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  the  goods  taken  by  the  officers 
and  on  public  account,  will  arise  to  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling,  'and  that  the  articles  sold  in  York* 
town,  at  public  vendue,  will  be  near  six  thousand  pounds. 

G.  W. 

TO   THE    GOVEBNOR    OF    CONNECTICUT. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  20th,  1781, 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellepcy's  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  am  much  obliged  by  the  attention 
ypu  have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  several  applications 
'  from  me,  which  are  hoticed  in  it. 

I  shall  be  very  happy   to  receive  the  several  accounts 
you  have  promised,  because  the  final  settlement  of  all  ac- 
counts appears  to  me  of  the  utmost  importarlce,  and  I  hope  * 
such  ineasures  will  be  taken,  as  founded  in  justice  and 
propriety  will  meet  your  wishes,  and  be  agreeable  to  the 
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State,  over  which  you  so  worthily  preside.  I  hope  that  in 
future,  there  will  be  no  accounts  between  the  States  and 
the  United  States,  except  cash  accounts,  one  side  of 
which  will  consist  of  the  requisitions,  and  the  other  with 
the  payment  of  them.  The  old  Continental,  which  b 
brought  in,  will,  I  hope,  be  forwarded  hither,  with  its  j)ro- 
portionate  part  of  the  new,  and  itideed  of  the  whole,  both 
new  and  old,,  as  soon  as  possible.  Both  shall  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  State. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  tax  in  specie,  I  have  to 
observe,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  here- 
tofore, I  hope  that  the  moneys  designed  for  the  general 
service  will  be  paid  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  and 
that  the  army  will  be  paid  from  thence.  This  I  conceive 
to  be  tbe  only  mode,  by  which  heart-burnings,  murmurs, 
and  complaints  can  be  avoided,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
the  only  mode,  by  which  the  moneys  obtained  from'  the 
people  can  be  applied  with  eflFect  and  economy. 

To  feed,  clothe,  and  pay  the  army,  form  a  part  of  the 
objects  of  my  administration.  Clothing  I  have  received. 
Rations  I  have  contracted  for  in  some  degree,  and  I  shall 
extend  those  contracts.  Pay  will  also  be  advanced,  when 
the  treasury  will  admit  of  it.  I  am,  therefore,  to« request 
that  the,  hard  money  collected,  and  collecting  in  your  State 
may  be  held,  subject  to  my  drafts.  I  expect  that  the 
States  will  all  levy  taxes  sufficient  for  those  things  I  have 
just  mentioned,  and  for  the  other  necessary  expenses. 
The  money  which  is  submitted  to  my  disposal  shall  be 
faithfully  applied.  •  ' 

That  the  requisitions  from  Congress  have  been  later 
than  was  to  have  been  wished,  is  indeed  to  be  lamented. 
That  body  have  so  many  objects,  which  call  on  their  at- 
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tention,  that  they  cannot  always  do  what  tliey  would  wish. 
Besides  this,  the  uncertain  situation  of  our  money  has  hith- 
erto greatly  increased  the  difficulties,  which  Congress  have 
labored  under,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  observe.  Sir, 
that  tliose  difficulties  are  not  a  little  to  be  attributed  to  the 
inattention  of  the  several  States.  But  your  Excellency 
will,  I  am  sure,  agree  with  me,  that  our  situation  requires 
joint  vigorous  exertions,  and  not  unavailing  complaints  and 
recriminations. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


SEP.OaT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  DON  BERNARDO  D£  OALVEZy 
MADE  TO  CONaRESS,  NOVEMBER  21  ST,  1781. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  the  7th  instant,  prays  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Galvez. 

Sir, 

Your  letter,  dated  at  New  Orleans  the  22d  of  July, 
1780,  has  been  received,  and  was  laid  before  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  on  the 
29th  of  September  following.  The  committee  to 
whom  that  letter  was  referred,  did  not  make  any  re- 
mittances in  consequence  of  it,  nor  write  you  an 
answer,  because  the  dangers  attending  a  communica- 
tion with  you  at  that  time  were  too  great,  occasioned 
by  the  many  ships  of  war,  with  which  the  enemy  then 
infested  our  coast. 

I  am  now,  Sir,  directed  by  the  United  States  to 
express  to  you  the  grateful   sense  they  entertain  of 
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yoov  estty  efforts  in  their  favor.  Those  generous 
efforts  gav^  them  so  favorable  an  impression  of  your 
character,  and  that  of  yoor  nation,  that  they  have  not 
ceased  to  respect  you,  and  to  wish  for  an  intimate  con* 
nexionJ  with  your  country.  Conceiving  it  to  be  for 
the  mutual  interest -of  Spain  and  North  America,  they 
have  an^  earnest  wish,  that  as  the  cause  is  one,  and  the 
enenby  one,  so  the  operations  against  him  may  be  con- 
tinued in  such  manner,  as  to  answer  the  great  pur- 
poses, which  all  have  in  view.  The  late  successes^ 
which  have  crowned  the  combined  arms  of  France  and 
Americaf  in  Virginia,  while  they  demonstrate  the 
benefits  which  flow  from  a  union  of  efibrts,  will  at  the 
same  time,  lead  td  wholesome  reflections  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  union  has  been  cemented.  The 
French  and  American  soldier  marching  under  the  same 
banners,  enduring  the  same  fatigues,  bearing  the  same 
dangers,  and  bleeding  in  the  same  field  together, 
expreto  in  the  language  of  their  dififerent  nations  the 
common  sentiment  of  fraternal  afiection.  Let  me  con- 
gratulate you  very  much  on  this  success,  and  still  more 
on  the  sentiment,  by  which,  under  Providence,  it  has 
been  secured. 

With  respect  to  the  advance  made  by  your  Excel- 
lency, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  one' of  the  6th  of  February  last, 
and  the  other  of  the  7th  instant,  by  which  you  will 
perceive,  that  the  public  accounts  ^ith  Mr  Pollock  are 
settled,  and  a  considerable  balance  carried  to  his  credit. 
In  these  accounts  is  included  a  part  of  your  advance, 
and  the  remainder  of  it  is  contained  in  Mr  Pollock''s 
account  with  the  ^^Jbmmonwealth  of  Virginia.     This 
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latter  account  has  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
that  Commonwealth,  and  I  trust  the  debt  to  Mr  Pol- 
lock will  be  acknowledged  by  them.  That  which  is 
due  from  the  United  States  to  Mr  Pollock  is  now  on 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  and  if  you  wish  that  the'  sums 
which  he  has  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  United 
States  0{jH  of  those  advanced  by  your  Excellency 
should  be  credited  to  you,  on  transmitting  an  assign- 
Inent  thereof  from  Mr  Pollock,  it  shall  immediately  be 
done,  and  payment  will  be  made  both  of  the  principal 
and  interest,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  our  finances 
will  adipit  of  it,  which,  from  the  present  prospect  of 
things,  may  happen  4n  a  shorter  space  of  time,  than  the 
public  creditors  have  been  genera^Uy  led  to  expect* 
With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   K.    DE    LA   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  22d,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  conversation  with  your  Excellency  last  evening, 
you  requested  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  it, 
tiiat  you  might  be  fully  possessed  of  my  sentiments. 
I  have  now,  therefore,  the  honor  to  remind  you,  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  May  last  you  promised  me 
that  I  should  draw  for  half  a  million  of  livres,  and 
shortly  after,  for  a  million  more.  You  afterwards  ex- 
tended this  sum  to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  on  the 
25th  of  September  kst,  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject, 
having  then  seen  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  ^ith  you,  by  which   it  appeared,  that  your 
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engagement  with  me  to  dr&w  for  the  sums  first  men- 
tioned formed  one  object  of  that  conference,  but  that 
the  engagement  for  one  million  more  was  omitted. 

I  have  extended  my  engagements  according  to  the 
extent  of  the  meanS;  which  I  was  induced  to  suppose 
in  my  power,  and  therefore,  estimating  the  money 
and  supplies  the  States  would  probably  furnish,  and 
relying  on  the  money  which  had  arrived,  that  which  I 
was  authorised  to  draw  for,  and  that  which  the  engage- 
ments of  your  Court  had  led  me  to  expect,  my  views 
w^ere  directed  to  all  those  resources.  I  shall  not  dwell 
on  the  consequences  of  my  efforts.  Enough  of  them 
are  known  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  I  leave  to  your 
knowledge  and  observation  the  comparison  of  our  pub- 
lic affairs  now,  with  what  they  were  exactly  six  months 
ago.  I  will  only  say,  that  if  those  foundations,  on 
which  I  built,  are  removed,  my  past  labors  will  have 
been  thrown  away,  and  my  future  utility  absolutely 
destroyed. 

You  can  well  remember,  Sir,  what  I  have  often  told 
you  of  the  course  of  exchange.  I  have  raised  it  grad- 
ually since  I  first  commenced  my  operations^  and 
although  it  would  now  have  been  higher  than  it  is,  if 
the  quantity  of  bills  thrown  on  the  market  last  sum- 
mer had  been  withheld  ;  yet  even  now,  at  fifteen 
pence  this  money  for  a  livre,  it  is  but  ten  per  cent 
below  par ;  and  as  I  expect  shortly  to  raise  it  to  six- 
teen pence,  it  will  then  be  at  a  discount  of  only  four 
per  cent.  To  sustain  these  operations,  if  for  no  other 
purpose,  it  is  necessary  that  I  continue  to  draw  bills,' 
for  certainly  a  remittance  cannot  be  made  so  cheaply 
from   Europe.      But,   indeed,  my  present  demands^ 
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arittag  on  ptst  engtgeineslSy  sme  reiy  great  and 
urgent^  so  tliat  if  I  do  not  continue  to  draw,  the  chest 
will  presently  be  empty,  which  will  be  known  as  soon 
as  it  happens,  and  then  I  am  again  at  the  mercy  of  the 
world.  I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  this  subject,  but 
take  some  notice  of  another  matter,  which  stands  in 
intimate  connexion  with  it. 

You  will  remember,  that  you  have  often  mentioned 
to  me  a  mistake  in  the  account,  of  which  you  delivered 
a  copy  to  Congress.  As  I  made  no  doubt,  that  it 
would  be  properly  and  satisfactorily  explained^  I  have 
hitherto  restrained  myself  from  going  at  all  into  the 
subject  But  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  write  to  Dr 
Franklin  upon  it;  and,  therefore,  I  wish  to  communi- 
cate to  you  my  sentiments,  while  I  request  you  to  use 
your  good  offices  with  the  Court  for  having  the  matter . 
placed  on  its  proper  footing. 

The  note  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  the  16ih  of 
May  last,  shows  very  clearly  a  grant  of  tfie  three  foUowiog 
sums ;  four  millions  to  £>f  Franklin  to  discharge  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  on  him  by  Coogress ;  six  millions  as 
a  gift  towards  the  operations  of  the  campaign ;  and  ten 
millions  in  advance  of  the  loan  to  be  opened  in  Hotland, 
amounting  in  the  whok  to  twenty  millions.  The  first  sum 
of  'fouc  millions,  appears  evidently  to  have  been  for  pay- 
ment of  ihe  bills  drawn  to  discharge,  the  interest  of  loan 
office  certificates,  according  to  the  original  engagement, 
which  the  Court  entered  into  with  the  AiBerican  Commis- 
sioriers.  Of  the  money  granted  by  the  Court,  there  has 
been  advanced,  as  appears  Jby  the  account  you  delivered 
to  the  committee,  in  warlike  stores  and  money,  to  Colonel 
Lauremr,    four   millions   seven  hundfed  and   eightjmiae 
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thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  livres ;  and  to  pufcbase 
the  remainder  of  the  articles  demanded  by  bim,  three  hun- 
dred and  ninetyseven  thousand  livres.  For  the  bills  of 
exchange  drawp  by  Congress  0n  their  Minister,  I  will 
suppose  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Count  de  Vergenoet* 
note,  viz.  foor  millions,  and  I  will  add  lor  my  drafts  one 
millbn  and  a  half,  being  what,  as  I  have  akeady  observed, 
you  first  promised.  Thus  the  whole  anuHint  of  these 
sums  is  ten  millions  six  hundred  and  eiglitysix  tliouaand 
one  hundred  and  nine  livres,  and  the  balance,  wliicli  I 
conceive  to  be  subject  to  my  disposition,  is  nine  oiillions 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninetyone*  livres.  As  to  replacing  the  cargo  of  the  Fay- 
ette, which  is  mentioned  in  your  accoimt,  [  do  not  take 
notice  of  it,  because  I  wish  that  it  may  not  have  happened, 
and  because  if  it  has  been  made,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
deduct  it  when  the  ail|cle$  siiall  have  been  actually  deliv- 
ered. The  loss  of  tliat  sliip,  and  the  detention  of  one  of 
the  transports  laden  by  Colonel  Laurens,  have  already 
com|»elled  me  to  make  heavy  expenditures.  Among  tl>ese 
I  will  (Mention  the  purchase  of  lead  some  time  ago,  and  a 
Jate  purchase  of  cbthing  toa  very  large  amount,  a  part 
of  whieh  1  am  now  paying  (or,  and  the  remainder  is  to  be 
paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  raombs  from  the  date  of  my- 
engagements. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
clear  state  of  the  account  between  us  and  your  Court. 
This  will  be  transmitted  to  Dr  Franklin,  and  I  hope  it  will 
meet  with  your  approbation  and  support.  As  I  have 
n^rly  drawn  for  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres,  4  must 
request  your  compliance  with  your  original  engagement, 
that  I  may  extend  my  drafts  so  as  to  include  the  remain- 
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big  three  hundred  thousand,  necessary  to  complete  the  one 
million  and  a  half,  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  account. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  Sir,  whether  any  more 
money  has  been  shipped  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
I  shall  immediately  take  measures  to  draw  on  account  of 
the  balance  already  mentioned,  as  our  necessities  require 
it  I  and  if  in  the  mean  time,  so  much  shall  have  been 
shipped,  as  that  my  bills  exceed  the  balance  due,  I  shall 
expect  that  they  will  be  punctually  paid,  and  I  will  readily 
repay  that  excess  out  of  the  moneys  so  shipped,  to  the  use 
of  your  army  here.    • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8z;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.    DE    LA   LUZERNE. 

/ 

bffice  of  Finance,  November  26th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  24th  instant,  was  delivered  yesterday  morning,  and  I 
tajce  this  early  opportunity  to  acknowledge  it.  As  you 
have  assured  me,  that  you  cannot  know  any  account,  which 
is  not  conformable  to  the  instructions  his  Majesty^s  Minis- 
ter has  addressed  to  you,  I  shall  spare  your  Excellency 
the  trouble  of  my  remarks.  But  as  you  say,  that  your  . 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September  last  could  not  have  left  me 
the  shadow  of  a  hope  on  the  subject  of  further  drafts, 
your  Excellency  will  pardon  one  observation.  Those 
precise  orders  from  your  Court,  received  by  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, which  compel  you  now  to  prohibit  my  further  drafts, 
permitted  you  then^  in  consequence  of  the  observations  I 
had  the  honor  of  making  to  you,  an  extent  of  nearly  three 
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hundred  thousand  livres.  It  is  my  duty  to  trespass  one 
moment  longer  on  your  Excellency's  patiencoi  while  I 
take  the  liberty  to  observe^  that  I  can  by  no  means  con- 
sider purchases  made  for  any  particular  State  in  the  Union 
^  properly  chargeable  to  the  United  States* 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 

honor  to  be,  S^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    B*    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  27th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  who  is  about  to  sail  for 
France,  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter,  and,' 
consbtently  with  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant,  I 
must  request  you  to  communicate  it  to  him,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  to  take  his  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  I  must  recommend  to  your  particular  attention. 
The  affairs  of  my  department  are  of  a  nature  not  to  re- 
quire concealment ;  but,  even  if  that  were  ftot  ihe  case,  I 
have  such  perfect  confidence,  as  well  in  the  prudence  of 
the  Marquis,  as  in  his  attachment  to  this  country,  that 
the  acts  of  Congress  out  of  the  question,  I  should  feel  a 
pleasure  in  fnaking  him  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
wishes.  Indeed,  I  expect  that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  go 
far  in  smoothing,  the  way  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
those  objects,  which  your  Excellency  may  have  to  solicit. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  our  affairs,  I  shall  previous  to  my  observations 
on  the  supplies  to  be  asked  for  the  next  campaign,  take 
some  notice  of  the  efforts  I  have  made,  and  am  daily  re- 


Iterating,  to  obtain  stippKes  from  the  several  States,  trpon 
itie  various  requisitions,  which  Congress  have  already 
made,  and  to  operate  a  settlenoent  of  past  accounts,  and 
to  procure  proper  funds  for  the  public  debts.  I  shall  also 
n)ake  some  remarks  as  to  the  prospect  of  future  supplifli 
in  this  country,  and  on  those  which  have  already  been 
granted  by  the  Court  of  France. 

The  papers  enclosed  relate  chiefly  to  the  former  requi- 
sitions of  Congress.     You  will  observe,  Sir,'that  by  an 

,  act  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  I  was  directed  to  press  a  com- 
pliance with  those  requisitions,  and  it  is  in  consequence 
thereof,  that  my  circular  letter  of  the  Gih  of  July  was  writ- 
ten. The  demands  of  Congress  were  twofold ;  some 
for  specific  supplies  of  the  produce  of  the  several  States, 

*the  otiiers  for  money.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe, 
that  the  manner  of  doing  public  business  had  been  such, 
that  it  was  not  merely  difficult,  but  absolutely  impracticable 
to  state  any  accounts  in  the  clear  satisfactory  manner, 

.which  ought  always  to  be  wished,  even  in  private  life,  but 
which  in  public  life  is  of  the  last  importance.  I  do  not 
mention  this  t^  cast  any  reflection  or  aspersion ;  for  the 
evil  resulted  more  from  the  want  of  arrangement,  than  the 
faults  of  any  particular  men.  But  it  Ts  right  to  take  notice 
of  the  circumstance,  because,  in  the  course  of  what  I  am 
about  to  write,  the  want  of^  such  accounts  cannot  but  ap- 
pear. I  sha^l  say  nothing  as  to  the  ill  effects  of  demanding 
generally  a  contribution  of  specified  articles ;  iny  opinions 
on  that  subject  will  appear  from  the  enclbsed  papers,  and 
experience  has  taught,  that  such  contributions  are  no 
longer  to  be  relied  on.  At  tlie  same  time,  I  declare  now, 
that  in  some  degree  it  must  stiii  take  place,  for  reasousi 
which  will  be  mentioned  at  the  proper  time. 
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As  the  tetter  last  mentioned  contains  no  statement  of  the 
accounts,  I  wrote  on  the  1 6th  of  July  another,  containing 
the  casli  account  of  each  State,  as  extracted  from  the  trea- 
sury books;  a  statement,  iiowever,  which  I  knew  to  be 
imperfect,  for  causes  not  necessary  to^be  repeated.     On 
the  25(1)  of  July,  I  wrote  another  circular  letter,  and  in 
which  was  enclosed  a  statement  of  the  several  demands  for 
specific  supplies.     These  were  considerable,  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  a  very  great  part  of  them  still  remains  to  be 
delivered  at  this  d^y ;  but  there  have  yet  come  to  my 
hands  no  accounts  by  which  to  determine  the  balances. 
What  rs  said,  as  tp  the  settlement  of  accounts  in  this  leUer, 
wHI  be  honored  with  your  notice  presently.     You  will  now 
observe,  that  I  therein  request  inibriDation  as  to  the  revenue 
laws,  which  liave  been  passed,  the  mode  of  collecting  taxes, 
the  moneys  in  their  treasuries,  the  various  appropriations 
of  it,  and  the  different  paper  currencies  in  tlie  several 
States.     To  your  Excellency,  it  is  unnecessary  to  observe, 
that  my  object  was  to  obtain  proper  materials,  on  which  to 
ground  my  future  expectations,  and  to  form  efficacious  sys- 
tems of  revenue  and  expenditure.     I  have  the  mortifica-' 
tion,  however,  to  mention,  that  no  accurate  or  satisfactory 
answers  have  been  received  to  these  questions ;  and  when 
I   tell  you,  that  I  am  not  much  deceived  in  my  expecta- 
tions, you  will  readily  form  the  proper  conclusions,  as  to 
the  relaxed  habit  of  administration  in  this  country.     I  wish 
you  to  be  fully  possessed  of  our  situation,  and  that  you 
may  convey  a  clear,  idea  of  it  to  the  Court  of  Versailles. 
This  will  be  useful  to  the  common  cause.     I  trust  that  I 
need  not  remind,  you  how  advantageous  it  would  be  for  us 
to  know  as  fully  the  real  situation  of  France. 
The  bw  state  of  public  credit,  for  the  want  of  solid 
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funds  to  support  it,  bad  induced  the  United  Stttes  in  Coo- 
grass,  to  call  for  an  impost  of  five  per  cent  on  all  goods 
imported,  and  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods,  to  be  granted 
folr  tbe  payment  o(  the  principal  and  interest  of  tbe  debts 
contracted,  or  which  might  be  contracted,  during  tbe  pre- 
sent war.  Some  of  tbe  States  had  complied  with  this  de- 
mand. Tbe  two  more  Soutberp  States  were  in^uch  dis- 
order, that  a  compliance  from  them  could  not  reasonably 
be  expected ;  neither  was  it  relied  on,  as  you  doubtless 
have  remarked,  on  reading  tbe  resolutions  of  the  3d  of 
Fejbruary  upon  that  subject,  which  must  have  reached  you 
before  this  day.  On  the  27th  of  July,  therefore,  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina.  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  and  North  Carolina,  have  since  complied  with 
tbe  demand  of  Congress,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they 
will,  in  the  laudable  step,  be  speedily  followed  by  the  other 
States.  In  the  mean  time,  we  must  patiently  wait  the 
event.  Such  things  require  time,  and  since  we  cannot 
command  obedience,  we  must  stay  for  the  assent  of  con- 
viction. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  enclosing  those  already  mentioned.  On  this 
letter  it  is  necessary  to  say  nothing  more,  than  that  it  met 
with  tbe  approbation  of  the  several  members,  who  have,  I 
believe,  written  such  letters  to  their  respective  States  as  I 
desired. 

My  letter  of  the  16th  of  September,  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  was,  as  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  al- 
though the  settlement  of  past  accounts  is  mentioned  in  it, 
written  in  answer  to  his  of  the  2dd  of  August,  in  which  he 
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tells  me,  that  he  will  lay  the  business  of  the  impost  law 
candidly  before  the  Legislature,  but  thinks  it  will  go  heavily 
through.  I  shall  add  nothing  here  to  what  is  said  in  that 
letter. 

My  letter  of  the  20th  of  September  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  written  so  particularly,  in  consequence 
of  the  authorities  they  had  confided  by  their  resolutions. 
i  wrote  to  you  respecting  these  resolutions,  and  my  plans 
founded  on  them,  the  2 1st  of  July,  and  I  just  mention  here, 
by  the  way,  that  this  plan  has  not  been  in  any  degree  exe- 
cuted, for  reasons  not  necessary  to  be  at  present  enlarged 
upon.     My  tetter  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  enclosures  referred  to  in  it  as  accounts  of  which  I  send 
you  copies,  will  need  no  explanation,  unless  it  be  to  men- 
tion that   this  State   had   issued   one   hundred  thousand 
pounds,  secured  with  interest  on  certain  lands  near  the 
xity,  which  is  now  nearly  paid  by  the  sales  of  these  lands, 
and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  more  not  bearing  inter- 
est, which  was  funded  upon  the  Land  Office,  the  dues  to 
which  were  estimated  at  a  much  larger  sum.     I  have  sent 
this,letter,  as  also  my  private  letter  of  the  IGtb  of  October, 
to  GrovcrnOr  Nelson,  merely  that  you  may  be  well  apprized 
of  the  incessant  attention,  which  is  paid  here  to  call  forth 
our  own  resources.     I  might  have  added  many  other  let- 
ters to  particular  States  on  particular  occasions,  but  I  dare 
say  you  will  find  this  letter  sufficiently  voluminous. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject  of  the  past  requisition  of  Con- 
gress, I  must  a(dd  that,  notwithstanding  my  pressing  in- 
stances, very  little  hard  money  has  been  obtained  from 
the  States ;  not  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
during  my  whole  administration.  There  has,  indeed, 
been  drawn  forth  some  considerable  specific  supplies  of 
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provisioQ,  and  tbece  is  on  hand,  a  great  d^i  of  paper 
money.  From  tlie  former  oor  army  has  been  prin- 
cipally maintained,  and  indeed  there  is  a  small  advance 
made  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  which  I  mean  to  be 
in  part  of  your  promise  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and 
I  here  repeat  to  you  my  determination  to  comply  with  it  as 
speedily  as  any  coovet:ieiice  will  possibly  admit. 

As  to  the  paper  money,  it  is  of  no  use,  aUbough  it  is  ne- 
cessary, for  evident  reasons,  to  receive  it  in  taxes.  BuC 
the  confidence  of  tbe  people  is  so  entirely  lost,  that  for  the 
present  no  bills  of  credit  whatever  can  be.  made  use  of  as 
money.  I  hope^  that  tlie  taxes  laid  and  collecting  in  most 
of  the  States,  will  bripg  in  all  this  useless  load  by  the  mid- 
dle of  next  summer  ;  and  I  have  some  expectation,  that 
the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  will  be  entirely  rid  of  it  by  the  spring.  If  { 
codd  buy  anything  with  it,  I  would  not,  unfit  tlie  last  ne- 
cessity ;  but  it  will  buy  nothing,  so  that  it  must  be  burnt  as 
soon  as  it  honestly  can.  , 

The  picture  I  have  already  given  of  this  country  will  not 
be  pleasing  to  you.  Truth  bids  me  add,  that  it  will  admit 
of  a  higher  coloring.  But  what  eke  could  be  expected 
from  us  ?  A  revolution,  a  war ;  the  dissolutioo  of  govern- 
ment, tbe  creating  of  it  anew ;  cruelty,  rapine,  and  devas- 
tation in  the  toidst  of  our  very  bowels.  These,  Sir,  are 
circumstances  by  to  means  favorable  to  finance.  Th$ 
wonder,  then  is,  that  we  have  done  so  much,  that  we  have 
borne  so  ipuch,  and  the  candid  world  wiU  add,  that  we 
have  dared  so  much.  I  could  take  up  much  of  your  tinqie 
in  recapitulating  many  less  matters,  which  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  exertions  we  have  otherwise  been  capable  of. 
The  confused  state  of  public  accounts^  and  the  deplorable 
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situation  of  cnedit  for^wAnt  of  funds  to  secure,  or  means  to 
redeem,  the  debt,  for  which  the  public  faith  is  pledged, 
ore,  how?^vf3r,  of  such  ioiporitant  operation,  thatl  must  not 
PASS  tbeoi  over  in  silence. 

In  the  enclosures  your  !^xcellency  will  have  per- 
ceivied,  that  I  have  noticed  the  effects^  which  follow 
from  the  want  of  a  final  settlement  of  accounts.  Rep« 
resentatiot^  OH  the  subject  of  these  accounts,  and  T^lso 
of  certificates  given  by  public  officers  in  the  Commis- 
sary's and  Quarter  Master's  Departments  for  articles 
taken  from  the  people  had  been  n^de  by  some  of  the 
Slates  to  Congress.  The  impost  asked  for  by  Con- 
gress was,  I  have  already  observed,  for  the  funding  of 
our  debits.  On  the  13th  of  October,  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  several  loan  officers,  in  which  I  expressly  pro- 
hibit the  issuing  of  any  more  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates^ The  reason  for  this  order  will  appear  more 
clearly  from  the  latter  part  of  my  letter  to  the  several 
Governors  of  the  16th  of  October. 

I  do  hope  and  expect^  that  some  methods  will 
speedily  be  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  for  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  as  also 
to  liquidate  the  several  eertiftoates  given  by  the  public 
officei!s,  and  to  provide  revenues  for  funding  the  public 
debts.  The  last  of  these  objects  must  not,  however, 
be  uiaged  with  too  much  rapidity.  The  impost  law  ig 
not  yetpasaed,  and  is  the  fir^t  step.  When  that  shall 
have  bden  taken,  it  will  give  room  for  ^irging  wliat 
further  m<ay  be  necessary.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
a  well  grounded  expectation,  that  the  clamors  of  our 
creditors  will  induce  the  ^^veral  legislatures  to  com- 
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ply  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

From  what  has  been  said,  your  Excellency  will 
perceive,  that  the  prospect  of  future  supplies  from  the 
several  States,  is  by  no  means  very  brilliant.  I  send 
you  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  October,  calling 
for  eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant 
apportioning  that  demand  among  the  several  States, 
and  the  Act  of  the  12th  instant,  repealing  (in  conse- 
quence of  my  letter  of  the  5th)  a  part  of  the  Act  of  the 
2d.  My  circular  letter  of  the  17th,  enclosing  those 
Acts  to  the  Governors,  will  close  what  I  have  to  say 
on  the  subject.  But  I  must  observe  to  you  on  my 
letter  of  the  5tji  to  the  President  of  Congress,  that 
although  it  is  strictly  true,  that  I  had  not  seen  the 
estimates  as  mentioned  in  that  letter,  yet  it  is  equally 
true,  that  until  the  business  was  nearly  completed,  I 
was  supposed  to  have  seen  them,  and  when  the  con- 
trary was  suggested,  they  would  have  been  sent  from 
Congress,  but  that  so  few  States  were  represented,  as 
that  only  the  number  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  such 
requisitions  were  then  present,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  few  were  about  to  depart,  where- 
fore it  was  waved.  I  have  further  to  remark  on  the 
estimates  themselves,  that  they  are  only  for  the  feed- 
ing and  paying  the  army.  The  expense  of  recruiting 
that  army,  of  moving  it  from  place  to  place,  the  heavy 
articles  of  clothing  and  ordnance,  with  expense  of  the 
hospitals^  and  the  long  train,  which  is  comprehended 
under  the  title  of  contingencies,  is  totally  unprovided 
for*  Defective  as  it  is,  I  have  no  hope  that  it  will  be 
complied  with.     The  great  arrearage  of  unfunded  debt, 
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the  (Cumbrous  load  of  useless  paper,  the  multiplied 
mass  of  certificates,  the  distracted  situation  of  the  more 
southern  States,  the  ravages  which  have  been  made  in 
them,  the  total  loss  of  their  commerce,  the  real  want 
of  coin  in  many  States,  and  the  equal  want  of  system 
in.  all.  These,  Sir,  are  circumstances,  which  forbid 
the  most  sanguine  tender  to  expect  a  full  compliance. 
It  shall  be  my  business,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  get  as 
much  as  I  cap,  and  for  this  purpose,  I  shall  make  com* 
positions  ;  where  it  is  necessary,  take  articles  of  pro- 
visions in  lieu  of  money  and  the  like.  Still,. however, 
1  am  convinced,  that  I  shall  not  get  what  is  asked  for, 
and  indeed  I  do  not  expect  any  part  of  it,  before  the 
middle  of  n^xt  campaign. 

I  have  said,  that  I  will  make  some  remarks  on  the 
supplies  already  furnished  by  France.  It  is  necessary 
to  do  Ihis,  as  well  because  I  am  so  unfortuMte .  as  to 
differ  a  little  in  opinion  on  the  subject  with  the  Minis- 
ter of  his  Most  Christian  Ma^sty  here,  as  because  the 
demands  we  are  to  make  on  the  Court  for  the  next 
year,  will  depend  on  the  compliances,  which  have 
been,  and  shall  be,  made  with  the  grants  for  the 
present  year. 

It  v^as  a  point  understood  in  Congress  very  early, 
that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  would  pay  the  interest 
of  certain  moneys  to  be  borrowed  by  Congress  in 
America.  Your  Excellency  knows  better  than  any 
other  man  what  passed  on  that  subject.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  absurd  in  me  to  recapitulate  it.  Those 
circumstances  which  rendered  an  express  stipulation 
improper  then,  have  introduced  much  delicacy  into  it 
now  'y  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  expect  that  the  Court 
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v^ill  tttur  to  a  foi^mafl  acknbwiedgemafit  6f  tthat  was 
then,  perhaps,  rather  a  persotial,  tha«  national,  obHga^ 
tion.  But  I  do  expect  that  the  paymeht  of  that  in- 
terest will  be  provided  for  as  herfetofore,  without 
confsidering  the  moneys  appropriated  to  that  purpose, 
as  a  relief  to  us  in  carrying  on  the  war.  You  will 
hare  seen,  Sir,  from  the  course  of  mf  letters  how 
much  it  is  an  object  with  me  to  collect  from  ourselves 
the  rerenues  necessary  to  lighten  our  debts.  There  is 
a  variety  of  reasons  for  It,  which  I  Will  not  repeat. 
Among  them,  however,  this  is  one,  that  I  wish  to 
remove  the  load  from  France  to  ourselves.  It  will  inf 
the  end  be  the  sslme  thing ;  because,  in  proportion  a^ 
our  resources  here  are  appropriated.  We  nlust  ask  help 
there.  But  it  would  be  better,  that  the  people  were 
taught  to  look  at  home  for  the  basis  of  national  credit, 
becaose  thete  alone  it  can  be  found.  1  should  not  have 
mentioned  this  matter,  but  that  you  will  find  it  noted 
iti  the  correspondence  between  the  Chevalier  die  k 
Luzerne  and  myself,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  it  was  un- 
derstood that  France  would  supply  us  with  the  cloth- 
ing and  warlike  stores  which  might  be  necessary,  and 
thei*eft)re  it  w^s-,  that  Colonel  Laurens,  whfen  in 
France,  kbored  t6  prevent  a  deduction  ftom  the  sub- 
sidy of  sist  millions  on  acicount  of  the  articles  furnished 
to  him.  As  I  am  pei^uaded  that  hrs  efforts  were  in 
o6nsetjUertce  of  your  advice,  and  in  concert  with  yoti, 
I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  (hat  subject,  only  to 
lament  that  the  Court  have  differed  from  you  in  opin- 
ion, and  to  Acquiesce  in  their  determination,  on  the 
principle,  that  those  who  give  have  a  right  to  dispose 
of  that  which  is  giv^n. 
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By  a  iM>t6  from  the  Count  de  Vei^DiieS)  «f  which 
V I  enclose  a  copy,  I  perceive  that  the  €ourt  granted  the 
United  States  as  a  gift,  six  millions ;  advanced  ,  to  you 
four  millions  to  pay  the  bills  which  might  be  drawn  oo 
you  ;  and  became  security  for  a  loan  of  ten  millions  ; 
the  amount  of  which   was  to  be  adranced  from  the 
royal  treasury,  in  case  the  loan  should  fail  of  success* 
The  expression,  as  to  this  last  object,  is  strong,  namely, 
.th&t  his  Majesty  taiU  see  Mnaelf  tinifer  the  necetsity  ff 
supplying  the  deficiency,  although,  in  the  former  part  of 
the  note  it  is  said,  that  he  will  supply  it  from  his  own 
finances  as  soon  as  possible*      An  expression  which, 
while  at  the  first  blush  it  makes  an  earnestness  of  affec- 
tion, may  be,  and   in  fact  has  been,   couGftrued  into  a 
kind  of  Cautionary   provision.     Your  Excelleney  will 
also,  I  doubt  not,  observe  what  is  there  said  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  gift,  the  last  two  millions  whereof, 
as  is  already  observed,  we  did  not  expect  to  find  there. 
Enclosed   also  is  an  account  delivered  by  the  •Minister 
of  France  in  the  month  of  September  to  a  committee  of 
Congress,  which  had  been  appointed  to  confer  with  Wm. 
There  are  striking  diflferences  between  this  account  and 
the  note  last  mentioned;     But  by  this  account  it  appears, 
that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Court  to  make  the  advances 
of    the  present    year  distinct  from  all  past  transactions. 
From  whence  this  eonehision  at  least,  will  follow,  that 
such  of  the  bills  drawn  by  Congress,  either  on  yourself, 
or  on  their  agents  in  Spain,  or  Holland,  as  you  may  have 
discharged  before  tlie  commencement  of  the  present  yeai^, 
are  not  to  be  deducted  from  the  sums  mentioned  in  the 
Count  de  Vergennes'  note.     Now  that  I  am  on  this   sub- 
ject, 1  will  obserire  to  you.  Sir,  that  1  have  determined  to 
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prevent  that  circuitous  negotiation  of  bills^  wblbh  has  so 
much  perplexed  and  distressed  you,  and  have  for  thac 
reason  stopped  many  of  those  already  drawn,  as  will  pres* 
ently  appear.  Another  observation  to  be  made  on  this 
account  is,  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  four  millions  ex- 
pressly mentioned  in  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  note,  as 
granted  to  you  for  payment  of  bills  drawn  by  Congress. 

A  third  observation  is,  that  the  articles  marked  B,  and 
the  article  number  two,  C,  which  together  amount  to  the 
sum  of  six  million  six  hundred  and  eightysix  tliousand  one 
hundred  and  nine  livi:es,  are  all  charged  as  being  expended 
to  tbe  order  of  Cobnel  Laurens.  But  by  the  Count  de 
Vergennes'  letter  to  you  of  tbe  8th  of  June  last,  it  appears, 
that  Colonel  Laurens  was  to  have  had  the  command  of 
00  other  than  the  six  million  livres,  given  by  the  King* 
Indeed  tbe  Count's  note  of  the  16th  of  May  shows  tbe 
same  thing.  The  letter  of  the  8th  of  June  just  mentioned, 
shows  clearly  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  another  point 
of  very  great  itnportance,  namely,  that  the  whole  ten  mil- 
lion livres,  to  be  advanced  for  tlie  loan,  are,  as  in  effect 
they  ought  to  be,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  United 
States  only.  A  fourth  observation  is,  that  the  article  A 
three,  B  two,  and  C  one,  amounting  to  four  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  livres,  were,  or  were  tp  have  been,  in  ^ 
your  possession  for  payment  of  bills.  If  to  this  be  added 
(bur  million  livres,  granted  for  that  express  purpose,  of  which 
no  mention  is  made  in  the  account,  it  would  follow,  that 
you  would  have  eight  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
Iwres  at  your  disposal ;  and  this  leads  me  to  consider  the 
amount  of  the  demands,  which  could  be  made  on  you. 

These  canuot  be  precisely  ascertained,  but  the  paper 
number  seventeen,  contains  the  best  estimate  in  my  power. 
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The  first  six  articles  of  this  estimate  contain  all  the  biils, 
ivhich  have  been  drawn  upon  jou,  excepting  some  interest 
bills,  which  although  made  out  had  not  been  delivered  to 
the  people  before  the  1st  of  ApiA  last.  These  amount  to 
ten  millions  six  hundred  and  seventyone  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fiftysix  livres,  thirteen  sds,  four  deniers. 
The  article  number  seven,  is  the  whole  amount  of  guildera 
drawn  for ;  the  far  greater  part  of  which  I  have  detained, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  article  number  eight.  The 
balance  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  exactly  in  livres, 
because  it  must  depend  upon  the  course  of  exchange ;  but 
at  two  livres  for  a  guilder,  the  whole  of  the  bills  actually 
negotiated  on  Holland  will  amount  to  one  million  ninety- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twentynine  livres.  The 
article  number  nine,  is  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  on  Spain, 
of  whicka  considerable  part  has  been  paid  by  Mr  Jay, 
and  a  part,  somewhat  more  considerable,  is  destroyed. 
These  parts  are  contained  in  the  articles  ten  and  eleven. 
The  balance  (calculated  at  the  vakie  of  a  dollar  in  France, 
which  will,  I  suppose,  be  as  much  as  it  can  cost)  amounts 
to  one  million  seventysevon  thousand  two  hgndred  and 
eighteen  livres.  So  that  the  whole  of  those  bills,  which 
by  any  means  whatever  coiild  have  come  upon  you  for 
payment,  will  be  twelve  millions  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  livres,  thirteen  sols, 
four  denters,  and  from  this  sum  very  considerable  deduc- 
tions are  to  be  made.  The  article  number  twelve,  which 
is  tiie  first  of  them,  contains  the  exact  amount  of  the 
several  bills  for  interest,  which  were  negotiated  previously 
to  the  first  of  April  last. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  these  bills  will  many  of  them 
be  payable  during  the  preseht  year,  which  indeed  is  true, 
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and  for  that  reason,  1  have  added  to  the  botlom  of  .the 
account  the  extent  of  one  year's  interest  on  Loon  Office 
certificates,  and  which  is  more  than  will,  I  believe,  he  pre- 
sented. The  next  article,  number  thirteen,  is  for  bills 
which  had  been  drawn  on  you,  and  have  been  stopped  by 
me.  The  article  number  fourteen,  is,  you  will  perceive, 
for  bills,  which  in  all  human  probability  will  have  been 
paid  during  the  last  year.  The  certainly  of  this  transac- 
tion is  doubtless  with  you,  and  what  we  are  now  upon  is 
an  estimate,  not  an  account.  The  remaining  articles  speak 
clearly  for  themselves ;  wherefore  I  conceive  myself  well 
founded  in  making  the  amount  of  deductions  in  this  esti- 
mate, nine  millions  one  hundred  and  sixtythree  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixtyfive  livres ;  so  that  after  including 
one  year's  interest,  as  is  already  mentioned,  the  total  is 
five  millions  eight  hundred  and  seventythree  thousand  one 
biindred  and  twentyeigbt  livres,  thirteen  sob,  and  four 
deniers ;  and  from  this  there  must  be  some  deduction^, 
hecause  undoubtedly  you  have  paid  some  of  the  bills 
drawn  on  Spain  and  Holknd  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last.  1  have  mentioned  no  sum  for  this  purpose,  btic 
in  order  to  be  within  bounds,  I  will  suppose  it  to  be  only 
three  hundred  and  seventytbree  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twentyeight  livres,  iliirteen  sols^  and  four  deniers, 
and  then  the  extent  of  the  bills  payable  by  you  in  the 
year  1781,  will  be  five  millions  and  a  half  c^  livres ; 
and,  therefore,  the  four  millions  granted  by  the  Court,  and 
the  million  and  a  half  said  to  be  stopped  by  you  in  Hol- 
land, will  apply  to  this  demand. 

As  the  last  mentioned  sum  appears  by  the  Count  de 
Vorgeimes'  note,  to  have  b«en  part  of  that,  which  was 
given  by  the  Court,  this  state  of  the  matter  will  ieav6  clear 
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the  ten  niiHion  lirres  to  have  been  loaned,  and  seems 
properly  to  consist  with  the  Count's  note  of  the  16th  of 
May,  and  his  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  of  June  following.  I 
have  mentioned  abov«,  that ,  in  making  the  deduction  for 
bills  paid  previous  to  the  year  1781, 1  meant  to  be  whhin 
bounds.  Jt  is  proper  to  give  a  reason  why  I  supposed 
that  deduction  to  b^  so.  I  have  already  made  oiie  re* 
mark  on  riie  article  A  one  two  and  F,  in  the  accoiU)t 
officially  communicated  by  the  Minister  of  France  in 
September  last.  From  those  articles  it  appears  at  least 
that  three  miHSon  Iri'res  were  advanced  for  tiie  payment  of 
bUls  last  year.  The  amount  of  the  interest  bills,  I  have 
already  stated  as  being  in  the  extent,  two  millFons  one 
hundred  and  ninetythree  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  livres,  to  this  sum  must  be  added  one  hundred  and 
fortyfour  thousand  Itvrcs,  due  to  M.  Beaumarchais,  and 
the  one  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  livres  deducted 
HI  the  estimate,  as  having  been  drawn  for  by  the  Resolu* 
tionsof  the  l^th  of  Mr.y,  1780.  These  sums  together 
amount  to  two  milttons  four  himdred  and  sixtyiwo  thou-' 
sand  nine  blind r*ed  and  ninety  livres;  to  which  I  will  add 
for  contingenctes  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  thousand 
and  ten  livres  more,  making  the  whole  amount  two  mtiUons 
six  hundred  thousand  livres ;  wherefore  suppose  the  grant 
of  moneys  to  pay  bills  for  the  year  1780,  to  have  been  but 
three  mtltion  livres,  and  it  appears  evidently  to  have  been 
at  least  that,  there  would  have  remained  in  your  hands  a 
balance  of  four  miHbn  livres  ;  which  is  more  tiian  I  have 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  my  estimate. 

On  the  whole,  then,-I  conceive  myself  well  grounded  in 
tim  (^pfnion,  that  the  whole  loan^  is  still  at  our  disposal,  and 
this  ofMnion  is  so  well  supported  by  the  Count  de   VergetJ* 
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n6s'  letter  to  you,  that  I  might  with  great  propriety  insiit 
on  that  point.  The  letter,  therefore,  which  I  shall  write 
with  such  act  of  Congress,  as  may  be  mad«,  in  conse^ 
qaence  of  yours  of  tlie  1 1  th  of  June,  will  protend  entirely 
upon  that   supposition. 

I  must,  however,  remark  to  you  in  this  place,  that  I  by 
no  means  intend  to  insist  rigidly  with  the  Court,  o»  foiots 
which  may  incommode  them.  We  are  neither  in  a  sil^ 
uation  to  do  it,  nor  would  it  be  proper  e^en  if  we  were. 
But  while  1  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  preclude  myself 
from  such  observraiions  as  my  duty  shall  render  necessary, 
on  any  transaction  which  has  happened,  or  which  raa}' 
happen  hereafter. 

1  enclose  you  an  account,  containing  the  exteat  of  wliM 
I  conceive-  to  have  been  the  appropriation  of  ,tba  supplies 
above  mentioned,  togethct  with  an  invoice  from  the  Board 
of  War,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one  million  seven  huodred 
and  seventyseven  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  litres 
and  ten  sols,  and  which  1  will  calf  one  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  livres,  from  which  it  will  appear,  that  there  must 
remain,  subject  to  my  disposition,  the  simiof  fow  mHKons  at 
least,  after  replacing  the  Lafayette's  cargo,  Aod  purchasing 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  invofce.  ' 

i  have  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  your  Excellency, 
that  I  have  the  misfortune  todiffer  in  opinion  with  the  Min*- 
ister  of  Prance.  This  is  upon  two  potisits,  namely,  the 
drawing  of  bills  by  me,  and  the  anfjount  of  what  may  re- 
main due  by  the  Court.  From  the  correspoodenee  be- 
tween us,  which  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers,  there 
will  appear  to  have  been  gome  warmth  on  the  occadfion, 
but  this  rifher  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
than  anything  else.     I  know  net  whnt  impression  it  may 
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faave  left  4)0  hi&.Qiind9  :but  f^r  my  own  part^  i^  1  gr«atly 
respect  kkn^  I  sineerely  feel  for  a  shuaiioQ,  to  which  the 
orders  of  cbis  CoMfthavie  reduc^bim;  aod  althougU  the 
laogoage  of  his  ka«r  jof  the  .34tb  of  November,  evidently 
iateiMied  for  bis  Courl,  was  so  pointed  as  to  force  me  ioto 
theobaei'vatioiis  conteioed  in  {nipe»of  tbe  26tb,  in  my  owa 
JMslificalioD  ^  yet  .1  was  almost  as  much  wounded  while 
wrtUogy  as  be  appeared  to  have  been  at  reading  it..  I  aui 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  be  wishes  to  place  tbis  busi^ 
««ss  stibltantial^  m  the  same  point  of  light  that  I  do.  The 
whole  corr^poiodeoee  is  enclosed,  ibat  you  may.be  in  a 
capacity  to  .make  a^y^  proper  ^observations,  which  occasion 
may  dictate,  « 

Be^e  J  take  up  this  cotrespoodence  more  particularly, 
I  mM9i  detain  you  one  moncieat  longer  ta  mention  the  facts, 
wibicb  preceded  it.  Before  my  acceptance  of  the  office 
I  0OW  bold,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  informed  nte, 
that  the  Court  had  giv^n  money  to  tbe  United  States,  with 
a  de^termination  tl^t  it  should  be  at  the  ^disposal  of  ^General 
Wasliington,  but  that  upon  my. acceptance,  he  would  au- 
thorise me  to  draw  for  it.  It  w^s  agreed,  betw^n  us,, that 
I  sbouki  draw  I  for  five.buAdred  theus^nd  Kvres,  and  so 
much  be  deposited  to  answ^  the  draits,  and  by  giving 
hbn  notice  in  seaspn  a  new  deposit  of  6ve  hundred  tbou- 
sand  livrss  fihould  be  nutde,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time. 
Shortly  (afterwftvds,. I  ibrmed  a  piau:to  get  money  from, the 
Havan?,  and  explained  it  to  tbe  Chevalier.  He  approved 
,uf  it,  and  in  consequence,  I  drew  a  bill  on  Messrs  Le 
CottteubL.  b;  Co.  tbe  I7tb  of  July,  for  6ve  hundred  thou- 
sand Rvres,  but  ilie  capture  of  the  Trumbull  frigate  pre-^ 
vented  the  ne^otiationof  duat,  hill,  which  being  then  on 
board  of  her,  intended  for  Hayaoa,  was;  sunk  with  my  de- 
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spatches ;  and  the  knowledge  that  Coloiif;)  Laurens  was 
then  on  liis  way  with  «pecie,  togetlier  with  the  expectation 
of  that,  which  Was  to  be  sent  by  the  way  of  Holland,  pre- 
vented a  repetition  of  the  experiment  upon  Havana  «t  that 
time,  it  was  previously  to  the  2d  of  July,  1781,  that  the 
Chevalier  agreed  that  I  should  negotiate  bills  for  one  mil- 
lion 6ve  hundred  thousand  livres,  of  which  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres  to  have  been  negotiated  at  the  Ha- 
vana, was  a  part. 

You  will  see  enclosed  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  July  upon 
this  subject,  which  was  the  day  before  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
went  to  camp ;  and  also  M.  de  Marbois'  answer  to  it. 
My  reply  of  the  4ih  closes  the  matter  at  that  time  5  and 
then  h  was  understood  ot\  all  hands  m  the  manner  1  have 
just  now  mentioned,  and  which  I  have,  you  will  perceive, 
insisted  on  through  the  whole  of  my  correspondence,  and 
which  was  eqiiaily'insisted  on  in  a  variety  of  conversations. 

Tlrat  part  of  il>e  letter  last  mentioned,  whidi  relates  to 
the  effect  of  drawing  bills,  together  with  the  letters  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  August,  need  no  comment.  .They  merely 
serve  to  show  the  desire,  which  animates  the  servants  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  economise  the  resources  of  France. 
I  am  net  disposed  to  criminate,  but  it  is  right  that  I  should 
inform  you  of  my  op'mion,  which  is,  that  the  French  troops 
m  this  country  liave  cost  much  more  than  was  necessaiy, 
if  my  information  is  hot  extremely  erroneous-  I  have  now 
in  contemplation  plana  for  feeding  them  more  cheaply,  aixl 
1  think  the  French  ration^  ought  not  to  cost  more  ihaii  iialf 
a  livre,  at  least  fiot  much  more,  if  so  much.  The  officers 
who  now  return  to  TEurope  can  best  answer,  whether  it 
has  formerly  exceeded  that  afnount,  and  ilie  Court  must 
know  how  much  has  been  lost  on  the  negotiatbn  of  their 


DIPLOMATiC  CCHlR£6l*ONDENC£.  46 

bills.  Wbiie  on  x\m  aubjea  k  is  my  diuy  lo  add,  that 
the  Minister  of  Fraoce  here,  hi»  djentonstratca  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  intcodnce  economy  in  the  expenditures  of 
the  army,  and  that  the  readioe^a  shown  by  t()e  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  other  general  officers,  to  aid  in  it,  de- 
mand acknowletlgements. 

On  the  )24th  of  September  the  Chevalier  wrote,  roe 
a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  ei>closed.  This,  you  will 
oteerve,  was  after  the  rec4sipt  of  those  letters,  in  con- 
aequeRce  of  W)hich,  he,  among  olhcr  ihinga,  communis 
caied  the  aeeo«)nt,  on  which  I  }>ave  already  had  the 
honor  of  making  some  remarks.  Thia  letter^  while  U 
assigns  reasons  for  continuing  my  drafts,  shows  clearly 
that  the  Chevalier  had  communicated  his  instructions 
to  slop  them,  which  jtivas  done,  not  only  to  me,  but  to 
the  commiUee.  But  I  ^confcss,  that  I  was  very  far 
from  considertng  those  inatruotiona  as  absolute.  I 
concluded,  that  a  line  of  discretion  had  been  left  to  the 
Minister }  and^  indeed,  his  answer  to  n\y  letter  con- 
firmed me  in  that  opinion*  This  ansvver  is  of  the 
a^h.  ,He  does  indeed  say,  that^i^  is  impQ9$ible  to  de- 
part from  the  fretwe  instructions  rec^wed  'on  that  subjeciy 
and  ^ttthorise  mj^  dr€jfis  to  the  a$nount  o/*  two  millions 
Jke  hurled  thousand  livres;  but  he  immediately  goes 
on  to  permit  an  addition  of  two  hundred  and  nine- 
tyetght  thousand  nine .  hundred  aJ^d  oiglUyone  livres, 
fi^een  «ous,  and  four  deniers.  VVherefpre,  it  fol- 
lowed, that  either  those  instructions  left  him^  at 
liberty  to  extend  thoae  drafts,  or  that  he  was  at 
liberty  to  disregard  the  instructions,  I  therefore 
did  expect  to  have  gone  on  to  the  sum  first 
agreed  for.     These  expectaMona.vvere  frequently  men- 
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tioned  in  conversation,  and   partieolarly  so    in   that 
alluded  to  in  mine  of  the  22d  instant. 

On*  the  other  hand,  I  must  acknowledge,  that  he 
alwa}^^  mentioned  his  instroetions,  hot  so  as  to  leave 
me  under  the  original  impressions  I  had  received.  As 
this  letter  of  the  22d  takes  notice  of  another  matter^  it 
is  proper  to  mention  here,  ttiat  the  Chevalier  had  ob- 
served on  a  differefice  'between  %he  aceoutit  he  deliv^ 
-  ered  officiaHy  to  the  committee  of  Congress  rsnd  the 
note' to  theCount  de'¥eKgeT»nes  |  but  iiopointed  tm^ 
versation  on  this  sul>}ect  had  token  phioe,  be  expecting 
further  information  fromhis  Gocrrt,  and  i  hoping  4aily 
to  'hear  from  ymi,  and  being  unwilling  4o  rai^e  m 
question  unnecessarfly.  The  reason  why  1^ id  at  lacrt 
bring  it'forward  is  contained  in  my  letter,  aild  there- 
fore! shaH  say  nothing  about  'it.  The  acoovnt  sent 
in  that  ktfer,  needs  no  comment,  althm»gh  it  diffens 
very  w'idely  from  that  marked 'thirty  three. 

I  shall  only  note,  that  if  the  sum  o€  six  ihundMd 
and  eighty ^rx  thousand  oniB  hundre«l  evfd  nine  livres 
be  taken  from  that  mentioned  a9  advanced  *ffrr  stores 
by  order  of  Colottel  Lciurens,  so  as  to  ^render  that 
article  conlbrmable  to  what  is  said  in  the  Count  ide 
Vergennes'  iiot^,  the  same  sum  mwst  be  added  to  the 
balance;  by  wht^h  means  placing  the  one  million 
five  hundred  tliousand  livres,  lo  have  be^n  diwwn 
for  by  me,  in  the  stead  of  that  to  'have  »been 
sent  out  from  Holland,'the  winkle  will  stand  as  first 
above  mentioned,  leaving  the  amoont  of  the  kiatx 
untoudied.  In  the  close  of  my  iotler,  I  mention 
a  determinafian  to  draw  on  atcount  of  the  baUnce,  4Ui 
expression  "which  appears  to   haire   been    mbtaken. 
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The  reMon  of  the  assoptianiwill  in  some  de^eeappe^ 
from  the  answer  to  it  1  will  add,  that,  although  I 
shall  not  risk  the  drawing  of  bills  while  there  is  any 
chance  that  ihey  may  return  protested,  I  nmst,  never- 
thekss^.  take  measures  to  obtaja  the  money  for  very 
eridenlt  rea«onsy  and  ft  id  with  this  view,  that  I  have 
drawn' on  you^  in  faVor  of  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  C04 
for  one  million  livres« 

You  have,  also  a  eopy  of  the  letter  written  on  the 
S4th  instant,  in  answer  to  that  last  mentiofied.  I  shall 
ndt  here  noiioe  the  difibrence  ^tweeo  what  we  have 
said  about  the  udditiooal  million^  as  well  because  it  is 
in  soi)stance  the  same,  as  becaMfie  I  had  not  insisted  on 
driiwing  for  it.  In  like  manner^  I  shall  say  nothing 
about  the  permission  given  me  to  extend  mj  drafts 
after  the  orders  to  stepj  them  brought  by  Colonel  Lsuh 
rens  ;  but  you*  will  observe^  that  the  pointed  declar»^ 
lion,  th9A  the  letter  of  the  24th  of  Septe^ibeir  could  m^ 
letufe  me  the  shadow  ef  a  hopey  fyc,  (with  what  follows 
it)  statKis*  in  such  directopposition  to  the  whole  tenor 
o£my  letter  aiod  to  the  real  sti4e  of  my  expectations^, 
that  to  have  submitted  in  silenoe^  would  have  beca 
tantamount  to  tjhe  acknowledgen»ef>t<  of  &lselM>od.  It 
is  indeed  easy  to  perceive,  tb«t  tbe  Chevalier  wrot#: 
thi»  letter  to  hiis  Court,  (iHhough  he  directed  it  in  tbe 
fifst  instance  U^tm ;  and  I  conclude  it  to  havei  been  io. 
QOllsequelM^0  of  Usiasti  despatches.,,  which  had  not  been 
received  long,  heibire'  hia  letter  was.  written,..  The: 
e<|^vocal  use  of  the  espj^ession  as  soon  as  possible  willi 
not  escape  you.  Sir ;  but  it  shall  meet  noothjor  retmai^k 
frpm  mo  than  this,  that  I  ain  convinced  the  Court  will, 
not  apply  it  in  the  same  sense  with  the -ChevaliiQi^ 
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Neither  the  dignity  of  the  Prince,  nor  the  megnitiide 
of  the  occasion  will  permit  a  reliance  on  sueli  distiiKS- 
tions. 

The  state  of  the  account  made  in  this  letter,  I  realiy 
do  not  see  the  propriety  of.     It  seems  to  have  been,  in 
some  degree,  extracted  from  the  acoouitt  furnisfoed'tn 
September  to  the  committee  of  Congress,    because,  if 
the  mistake  of  six  thousand   livres  in   the   castings  of 
that  account  be  rectified,  it  will  make  the  first  sum  ti>tai 
amount  to  fifteen  millions  one  hundred  and  ninetynine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  one  livres,   from  'which  de** 
ducting  ten  million  livres,  being  the  amount    of  the 
subsidy  of  six  million  livres  and    loan  of  four,   there 
will   remain  the   first  article  of  that  account,  namely, 
five  millions  one  hundred   and   ninetynine   thousand 
five  hundred  and  one  livres.     But  if  this  be  the  csase, 
it  Is  a  little  surprising,  that  the  Chevalier  should  not 
have  noticed  a  deduction  made  in  that  very  account  of 
the   two   first    articles,  amounting  to   three    millions 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand   livres,  which  are, 
it  is  there  said,  to  be  added  to  the  advances-  formerly 
made  to  the  Congress. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  all  these  should 
be  considered  by  the  Chevalier  as'  advances  made  in  the 
month  of  September.  For  although  that  account  was 
rendered  in  September,  yet  four  milHons  stx  twrndred 
and  ninetyfour  thousand  three  hundred  and'  ninetytwo 
livres  are  expressly  mentioned  as  being  to  be  furnished. 
I  shall  dweH  ho  longer  here,  but  I  must  repeat,  nc^- 
withstanding  the  police  manner  iii  which'  the  assertion 
has  been  contradicted,  that  my  operations  have  re- 
ceived a  very  severe,  as  well  as  material  check,  from 
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stoppiog  mjr  drafu ;  not  so  miK^h  <»  account  of  tiie 
value  iOtf  Jthe  tbree  ^ondrtd  thomaiHl  livres^  as  bemuse, 
wbil<e  they  were  oegoUating,  I  should  imdoubtecily 
have  received  those  sdvioes  from  you,  which  would 
liave  eoabled  me  to  go  on,  in  the  same  lio««  I  had 
brought  the  exchange  up  very  nearly  to  par,  and 
ahould  soon  have  sold  at  seventeen  penc^  this  moo^y 
(Pennsylvania  money)  for  a  livre,  or  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  ^  orown,  which  is  worth  here  at  the 
extent  but  eight  and  four  pence.  This  would,  there- 
Ibre,  have  been  twovp^r  cent  ijdvaoce,.  with  a  saving  of 
tim^f  freight^  and  insurance;  and,  although  a  very 
large  ^um  could  not  have  be^en  negotiated  during  the 
winter,  perhaps  not  more  than  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  Uvrea,  yet  that  would  have  enabled  me  to 
gp  on  making  the  preparatives  for  an  ea«*ly  and  vigo- 
rous catnpaign,  and  kept  everything  in  train,  till  some 
Qa/oney  could,  have  been  either  shipped  fron>  Europe, 
or  so  negotiated  as  to  be  seat  hither  from  Havana. 

X  will  take  no  notice  of  what  is  said  in  the  letter 
now  before  us,  as  to  the  error  of  siK  tlu>usand  livres, 
because  you  musjt  at  onee  perceive  how  little  it  was  an 
object  of  conversation,  and  how  easy  to  be  remedied,  by 
any  clerk,  without  waiting  either  ord<ers  or  instructions 
from  the  Cojirt ;  ainl  because  you  must  alao  perceive  the 
material  omission  of  four  million  livres,  which  jQ^nnot 
be  overlooked,  let  the  calculations  be  combined  as 
they  may.  I  bSfeve  qot,  however,  the  less  contern 
about  it,  because  so  rigid  an  adherence  to  so  pa,lpafa)e 
an  error,  leads  mie  to  fear  a  design,  which  the  generous 
conduct  of  the  King  will  not  permit  xne  to  sMspect. 
^  Having  already  given  my  aentimonts  as  to  the  i«- 
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lerest  of  Loan  Office  certificates,  I  will  not  now  repeat 
them.  A^  to  the  replacing  the  Marquis  de  Lafaj^iette's 
cargoi  it  is  a  matter  which  I  will  not  seriously  contend 
about,  because,  although  there  will  not  be  use  for  all 
the  articles^  there  certainly  wJU  for  many  of  them ; 
and  therefore  I  hardly  4hink  a  representation  on  that 
score  necessary,  because  there  is  no  use  in  moltiplying 
disagreeable  considerations.  But,  by  the  way,  I  must 
observe,  that  it  is  a  little  extraordinary  this  cargo 
should  have  been  replaced  out  of  the  loan  to  have  been 
opened)  &c.  at  your  request,  while  at  the  same  request 
money  could  not  be  obtained  to  pay  the  bills  drawn 
by  the  order  of  Congress,  as  appears  from  your  letter, 
and  that  from  the  Count  de  Verge^nes,  ■  which  is  en- 
closed in  it.  The  idea  of  making  advances  for  any 
individual  State  iVom  the  funds  of  the  United  States, 
must  never  be  admitted  by  any  servant  of  Congress. 
It  will  be  quite  time  enough  to  do  that,  when  they 
shall  have  complied  vyith  the  several  requisitions  made 
upon  them,  and  wlien  they  shall  have  intrusted  these 
subaltern  negotiations- to  the  Ministers  whom.  Congress 
have  appointed.  Such  advances  stand  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent ground,  indeed,  from  those  made  for  purchasing 
a  like  cargo  to  that  of  the  Lafayette  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
expected,  that  they  should  be  passed  to  the  account  o( 
Congress.  Besides  this,  the  successes  to  the  south- 
ward have  rendered  succors  of  that  sort  unnecessary. 
What  had  already  been  said  will  render  observations 
on  the  letters  of  the  26th  instant  unnecessary. 

On  the  whole  matter,  I  have  to  request  your  exer- 
tions to  have  this  afiair  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  you  will  cause  the  whple  of  what  remains  to  be 
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paid  ovar  to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  sending  me 
notice  thereof  by  every  opportunity,  that  I  may  attend 
to  the  disposition  of  it.  I  mean,  nevertheless,  that  a 
reservation  should  be  made  of  what  is  necctssary,  to 
purchase  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  invoice 
of  the  Board  of  War.  I  wish  you  to  have  as  little 
trouble  as  possible  in  this  business,  and,  therefore,  I 
ani  to  request  you  to  employ  in  it  Mr  Barclay,  our 
Consul  Oeneral,  and  Mr  Matthew  Ridley.  They  are 
both  gentlemen  of  knowledge  and  integrity,  and  I 
doubt  not  will  pei^^form  it  with  economy  and  expe- 
dition. .         .   ^ 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  take  arrangements  with 
the,  Minister  of  Marine,  and  give  your  consequent 
orders  to  those  gentlemep,  so  that  all  articles  of  every 
sort  and  kind,  which  are  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  in  Europe,  may  come  under  safe  con- 
voy to  this  port.  The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  is 
ciiarged  with  the  General's  instructions  on  military 
subjects,  will  assist  in  combining  matters,  so  as  to  ac- 
complish these  objects.  I  con6de,  Sir,  that  your  wis- 
dom and  his  vivacity  will  produce  the  most  beneficial 
consequences. 

Let  me  add,  while  I  mention  the  depositing  all 
which  remains  due  to  us  with  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  & 
Co.,  that  I  wish  you,  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Conr 
gress  enclosicd,  to  pay  the  sum  of  fortytwo  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eigbtynine  livres  therein  mentioned, 
with  the  interest,  to  William  Lee.  I«et  me  also  men- 
tion my  desite,  that  you  would  retain  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  livres  to  pay  intei'est  bills 
drawn  from  the  1st  of  September  to  the   1st  of  April 
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D^xt.  I  will  take  such  arrangements  as  will  save  yott 
the  trouble  of  doing  this  business  in  future,  and  I  Anen- 
tlon  it  here,  although  the  money  will  come  more 
properly  under  the  head  of  supplies  to  be  aiked  from 
the  Court  for  the  ensuing  year^ 

Tlie  dechm'ions,  that  no^  more  pecuniary  aid  will  be 
afforded  to  us,  are  very  clear  and  explicit,  but  I  trust,  that 
these  declarations  will  not  be  adhered  to.  The  interest 
bills,  as  I  just  now  observed,  will  amount  to  about  two 
millions  livres.  You  have  to  pay  M.  Beaum^rehais  two 
millions  five?  hundred  and  fortj four  thousand  Hvres,  and  the 
clothing  and  stores  necessary  will  amount  -  to  four  millrons 
Jivres.  Besides  all  this  we  must  have  money,  s6  that  it 
will  become  necessary  to  obtain  at  least  twelve  millions. 
When  I  mention  this  sum,  I  take  the  lowest,  and  1  do  it 
from  my  sincere  desire  not  to  burden  the  fihances  of 
France  with  Ameritian  demand* ;  but  I  think  such  clear 
reasons  can  be  assigned  for  it  as  mlist  produce  conviction. 

You  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Chevalier  of  the 
3d  instant  upon  this  subject.  You  will  have  observed,  that 
my  circular  letter  of  the  19ih  of  October,  which  wtis*  en- 
closed in  this  of  the  3d  instant,  is  so  formed  as  to  lower 
the  expectations  of  the  several  States,  and  accordingly  the 
account  sent  with  it  is  framed  from  the  erroneous  one 
before  fnentioned,  and  the  four  millions  are  totally  omitted. 
The  languor  of  the  States  had  been  so  fostered  by  their 
teeming  expectations  from  France,  that  it  becailie  my  duty 
to  pi^veot  if  possible  the  ill  effects  of  it.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  a  circnlar  letter  could  not  but  be  public,  and 
it  neces<{arily  contained  such  matter  aS  must  st^nd  In  the 
way  of  procuring  a  proper  settlement  of  past  accounts  frith 
the  Court,  Or  of  obtaining  future  supplies  fi*om  them.     I, 
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therefore,  communicated  that  letter  io  the  Minister,  and  at 
he  very  naturally  asked  a  copy,  I  took  the  first  opportu-* 
nity,  after  the  nreny  necessary  copies  coitid  be  made  out, 
to  send  it  with  gnine  of  the  3d  instant.  This  contains,  as 
you  will  perceive,  some  short  reasons  why  we  want,  and 
why  France  should  grant,  pecuniary  assistance.  The 
answer  to  it  of  the  4th  instant,  and  my  reply  of  the  6th, 
<Sose  the  correspondence  on  that  subject. 

This  last  was  intended  to  take  off  from  the  force  of 
those  observations,  as  to  the  King's  wisdom  and  integrity, 
which  bad  rather  more  of  republican  simplicity,  than 
courtly  elegance.  As  my  letter  of  the  Sd  was  not  in- 
tended to  convince  the  Minister,  that  being  unnecessary, 
as  I  am  persuaded  the  conviction  was  already  produced, 
but  to  prevent  Uny  improper  eonclusioos  from  my  circu- 
lar letter,  so  it  was  mmecessary  to  make  any  particular 
reply  to  his  observations,  because,  after  all  a  paper  argu- 
ment in  Philadelphia  can^  have  but  very  little  influence  at 
Versailles ;  and  as  the  Chevalier  observed  very  properly 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  instructions  from  his  Court  must 
necessarily  form  the  basis  of  his  opinion.  The  proper 
and  useful  tnode,  therefore,  of  convincing  iini,  is  by  srim- 
ulatmg  them. 

Knowing  as  I  dd  the  "great  force  and  compass  of  your 
taints,  I  should  not  presume  to  add  one  word  of  remark 
on  the  Chevalier's  letter,  if  I  were  not  convinced^  that  as 
it  was  written  for  the  Court,  so  it  will  be  necessary  to 
oppose  it  in  some  degree  by  a  knowledge  of  facts,  which 
may  not  be  in  yoor  immediate  view.  He*  takes  k  for 
granted,  that  the  people  will  make  extraordinary  efforts, 
in  consequence  of  their  successes,  and  I  will  readily  admit 
that  they  have  the  ability  and  ought  to  have  the  inclina- 
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tion  ;  but  ibey  muBt  differ  much  from  former  experjeoce, 
if  tliey  do  exert  themselves.  I  wiiradi\)it  that  their  rulers 
ought  to  urge  them  into  activity,  but  it  must  be  jremei»* 
bered,  that  tliose  rulers  are  themselves  of  ^le  people,  that 
their  ideas  and  views  are  limited,-  aod  that  they  act  like 
the  people  rather  from  feeling  than  reflection.  1  speak 
here  of  the  several  Legislatures,  for  I  must  repeat  again 
and  again,  that  our  general  system  has  not  grown  into  that 
form  and  vigor,  which  can  communicate  the  impulses  of 
a  sovereign  mind  to  the  remotest  menibers  of  subjected 
power.  I  will  admit  that  a  Monarch,  would  on  so  briU 
liant  a  success,  call  into  action,  all  which  his  kingdom  pos- 
sessed or  strength  and  resources;  but  America  is  not 
under  monarchical  government.  I  will  admit  further,  that 
if  the  object  of  the  war  was  conquest,  instead  of  security, 
every  victory  would  give  new  animation  to  all  the  mem- 
b^s  of  our  republican  confederacy ;  but  this  war  is  not 
carried  on  for  conquest.  While  it  rages  in  any  quartei- 
it  makes  food  for  itself.  The  inroads  of  the  enemy  create 
opposition.  An  applicatioa  is  then  made  ioimediately  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  ;  but  when  the  inroad  ceases,  when  the 
enemy  retires,  the  storm  subsides,  each  man  returns  to  his 
domestic  pursuits  and  employments,  and  thinks  no  more 
of  the  scenes,  which  iiad  just  passed  before  him.  It  is 
true  that  this  is  only  changing  the  field  of  battle.  But 
America  is  so  extensive,  tliat  a  shock  given  at  one  extrem- 
ity is  lost  before  it  reaches  the  ottier. 

This  tru«  picture  of  our  country,  while  it  denwnstrates 
the  impracti^ility  of  subjecting  it,  explains  the  reasons 
why  our  exertions  hare  always  disappointed  both  our 
friends  and  our  enemies.  If  then,  as  the  fact  is,  the  mere 
change  of  position  at  the  option  of  the  foe  can  so  lull  our 
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people  to  pe^,  how  much  more  are  we  to  expect  k  will 
follow  from  the  capture  of  a  considerable  part  of  his  ibf  ce. 
To  reason  rightly  on  the  late  events,  we  must  admit  the 
ability  to  make  greater  exertions,  and  then  seek  ;he  means 
of  calling  them  farxiu  This,  Sir,*  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  pecuniary  aid.  The  Chevalier  observes  that 
the  Kmg's  obligations  to  us  have  been  exceeded.  This  is 
but  a  narrow  idea;  If  the  King  is  engaged  to  support  the 
war  until  our  Independence  is  established,  his  simple 
object  of  iftquhry  will  be,  how  that  can  be  most  speedily 
and  cheaply  accomplished  ?  ft  is  certain  that  America 
ought  to  do  everything  in  her  power,  and  you  may  assure 
the  Court,  that  Congress  and  the  servants  of  Congress  are 
sensible  of  tbis  duly  and  determined  to  comply  with  it. 
But  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  breaking  the  bounds  of  possi- 
bility, and  equally  vain  to  think  of  changing  the  nature  of 
man.  ,       , 

Let  me  add,  that  there  is  little  propriety  in  reproaching 
Americans  with  faplis  inseparable  from  hwnanity.  Be- 
sides this,  the  exertions  of  our  country  have  really  been 
very  great,  and  as  soon  as  more  consistency  shall  have 
been  put  in  the  administration,  they  will  again  be  g^eat ; 
but  this  is  the  period  of  weakness  between  the  convulsive 
labors  of  enthusiasm  and  the  sound  and  regular  operations 
of  order  and  government. 

.  There  is  in  the  end  of  the  Chevaliers  letter  a  ^int  in 
relation  to  our  commerce,  which  although  it  does  not  im- 
mediately apply  to  the  present  purpose,  must  not  pass  un- 
noticed. That  an  indirect  commerce  has  taken  pJace  with 
England  is  true,  and  that  France  has  in  a  great  measure 
been  the  caiwe  of  it  is  equally  true.  Men  will  naturally 
buy  where  they  can  obtain  things   most  cheaply.     The 
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^  c\^  d'  goods,  though  a  f^eat  ohjeet  in  iiaie  of  p^ace 
^<  ^ully  so  in  time  of  war.     The  freight  and  the  io- 
9MI  ,*«c*  «re  tlien  so  high  that  a  sioiall  diferem;©  of  danger 
eixivenience  will  oounterbalance  a  great  difference  of 
iMic*.     When  Fraoce,  by  siibscriblog  to  the  principles  of 
iIm  aniie4  neutrality,  gave  F^r  enemy  the  means  of  bring- 
ing her  manufactures  in  safety  to  our  neighborhood,  she 
i«inpted  our  merchaots  to  buy  those  manufactures.     She 
added  the  motives  of  interest  to  the  force  of  habit,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  surprised  that  such  Cogent  prin- 
ciples have  had  effect.     Oie  mode  remabed,  that; of  con- 
voying the  trade .  between  France  and  America,  and  that 
mode  has  been  neglected^     I  am  happy,  however,  to  oh- 
ser^'e,  that  this  British  coounerce  is  dwindling  very  fast. 
The  war  with  Holland  has  given  it  one  deadly  blow,  and 
if  oiu*  privateers  are  once  more  freed  from  the  shackles 
too  hastily  imposed  upon  them,  1  cannot  doubt,  but  that  the 
trade  of  this  couatry  will  flow  directly  to  France,  as  in- 
deed it  ought  to  do.  . 

And  now,  Sir,  before  I  dose  this  letter,  let  me  make 
one  furtlier  observilion  with  respect  to  the  future  s»jpplies 
from  his  Majesty.  To  solicit  them  is  coasidered  as  asking 
for  assistance  in  a  war,  whose  object  is  of  the  J^st  im- 
portance to  us.  This  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  have 
placed  it,  and  in  which  I  am  desirous  it  should  stand. 
But  tbere  is*  aaotber  method  of  lookiug  at  it,^ad,  although 
delicacy  will  forbid  us  30  to  present  it,  yet  you  /nay  depejad 
upon  it,  that  there  are  many,  who  have  taught  themselves 
to  reason  about  it  in  a  difl^rent  way  from  what  you  or  I 
wotdd  wish.  Whether  Britaiti  will  ack  lowledge  our  in- 
dependence is  a  question,  which  is  to  be  answered  only 
with  some  modifications.     If,  in  consequea^e  of  such  an 
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acknowledgement,  we  would  forego  our  connexion  with 
France,  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  hut  she  would  make 
It  iiniDediately.  Tins  would  on  our  part  be  wrong,  and  ' 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  done ;  but,  Sir,  when  this 
great  ob^ct  shall  be  presented  on  th«  one  side,  and  the 
we^ht  of  new  and  great  Uixes  be  felt  on  the  other,  with 
all  their  ancient  prejudieea  and  predilections  in  aid,  will 
not  there  he  sofne  men  ivho,  for  the  shades  of  ease,  will 
quk  the  paths  of  virtue  ? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be^  &£c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  29th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Having  just  now  received  a  short  letter  from  Mr  Jay,  of 

the  1st  of  September,  from  St  Ildefonso,  I  find  it  my  duty 

to  communicate  the  contents  immediately  to  the  United 

States,  in  Congress  assembled.     Mr  Jay  informs  me,  tliat 

he  expects  soon  to  be  under  the  nf^cessity  of  protestiiig  the 

bills  drawn  on  him  ;   that  Dr  Franklin  had  hitherto  saved 

that  necessity,  but  that  he  cannot  advance  much  more, 

unless  by  the  express  order  of  Congress.     He  says,  fur-  ' 

ther,  that  he  has  but  little  hopes  of  bans  or  subsidies  from 

^pain  ;  that  tike  ship  America  is  neither  sold  nor  engaged, ' 

and  that  the  Spanish  Court  seems  determined  to  do  uoth* 

u^  until  the  campaign  ends. 

I  have  (lie  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    MR    GRAND. 

OMce  of  Finance,  December  3d,  1781. 
Sir, 

.  When  I  was  caUed  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Amer- 
ican fiaances,  it  became  necessaiy  to  appoint  a  banker, 
with  whom  to  deposit  the  moneys,  which  were  Co  be 
granted  by  the  Court  lor  payment  of  my  bills.  Your 
house  naturally  presented  itself  to  my  consideration,  bm  as 
I  knew .  you  to  have  large  accounts  open,  and  as  I  wished 
that  my  transactions  should  be  kept  in  a  separate,  clear, 
and  distinct  manner,  I  named  for  this  purpose  the  house  of 
Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  At  the  same  time,  I  wrote 
to  his  Excellency,  Benjamfin  Franklin,  the  Minister 
Plenipot^iary  of  the  United  States,  upon  that  subject, 
and  was  honored  with  his  answer  two  days  ago.  He  has 
mentioned  your  services  to  my  country  in  those  warm 
terms  of  gratitude,  which  are  due  to  early,  vigorous,  and 
disinterested  exertions.  My  deep  respect  for  the  opinipns 
of  that  worthy  Minister,  my  desire,  on  allpccasions,  to 
evince  the  gratitude  of  my  country,  added  to  those  favor- 
able impressions,  which  your^  conduct  has  made  upon  my 
mind,  have  induced  me  to  employ  you  as  a  banker  in  tlie 
afiairsof  the  United  States. 

4 

You  will  be  pleased,  Sir,  to  cloSe  your  former  accounts, 
and,  in  Awe  season,  to  transmit  them.  For  subsequent 
transactions,  you  WiJl  o|)en  new  accounts,  and,  from  lime 
to  time,  keep  me  informed  of  the  State  of  our  affairs.  The 
allowance  formerly  made  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the 
moneys  whi^li  pass  through  your  hands  will  be  continued. 

The  intelligence  lately  received,  gives  strong  liopes  that 
the  loan  of  five  millions  of  guilders,  opened  in  Holland, 
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will  have  been  completed  before  this  reaches  you.  One 
million  of  these  is  appropriated  to  purchasing  certain  ar- 
ticles for  our  army ;  and  I  now  direct  one  million  to  be 
deposited  with  you,  and  one  million  with  the  house  of  your 
brother  in  Amsterdam,  subject  to  my  drafts.  The  re- 
maining two  millions  are  to  be  shipped  for  this  country. 

As  I  am  not  positively  instructed  that  this  loan  has  suc- 
ceeded, I  do  not  venture  to  draw  bills  on  you  5  but  in  case 
you  shall  be  in  cash  for  the  United  States,  which  I  expect 
will  happen,  you  will  pay  to  Messrs  &  Co., 

for  account  of  John  Ross,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  livres ;  to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &t  Co.,  for  ac- 
count of  William  Bingham,  one  hundred  thousand  livres, 
and  to  John  Holker,  for  account  of  John  Hollcer  fils,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand.  From  each  of  these 
persons  you  will  take  quadruplicate  receipts,  in  the  form 
following;     "Received  of  ,  banker,  by  order 

of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States 
of  North   America,  on  behalf  of  the  sum  of 

being  so  much  paid  by  the  said  States  to 
him,  the  said  for  which  I  have  signed  four 

receipts,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date.      Done  in  Bdris  this 
day  of  178      'V    You  will   be 

pleased.  Sir,  to  forward  to  me  three  of  the  copies   by 
different  opportunities. 
1  am.  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GO  ROBBaT  M0EIU8. 


.     tro   M.  'JOLT  D£   FLEURY. 

Philadelphh,  December  3d,  1781. 
M.  de  Fleury  will  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  an  entire 
stranger  for  intruding  one  moment  on  that  attention,  which 
is  engaged  in  so  many  important  objects.  I  have  heen 
called,  Sir,  aljiiost  at  the  same  time  With  yon,  though  in  a 
different  country,  to  the  same  office.  Tlie  intimate  alli- 
ance and  connexion  between  our  Sovereigns  is  such,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  My  first  steps  have 
encountered  difficulties,  and  you  have  afforded  the  first 
means  of  surmounting  tliem.  Thus,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
your  clear  view  of  the  interests  of  Frt»jice,  that  you  are 
disposed  to  give  pecuniary  aid  to  America.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  delineate  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  to  the 
penetrating  mind,  which  has  already  conceived  them.  I 
will  only  add  my  wish,  that  your  name  may  be  enrolled 
among  those  true  friends  of  France,  who,  by  espousing 
warmly  the  cause  of  this  country,  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  equally  the  friends  of  all  human-  nature.  To  defend, 
to  assert,  and  to  vindicate  the  insulted  rights  of  man  shall 
be  the  solid  monument  of  glory,  which  his  Minister  will 
industriously  raise  for  your  royal  master.  With  every 
fervent  prayer  for  their  most  perfect  success,  and  with  the 
sincerest  esteem  and  attachment,  I  pray  you  to  believe 
me  to  be.  Sir,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS; 
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TO  B.    FRAKIUUN. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  5tii,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  was  yesterday  morning  favored  with  yours  ot  the  L2lfa 
of  September,  enclosing  third  copies  of  your  two  letters  <if 
die  26ih  of  July,  also  a  copy  of  Count  de  Vergenn^' 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  August*  I  find  by  tliese  letters, 
that  the  idea  I  had  entertained  as  to  the  advances  made  by 
the  Court  was  not  so  favorable  as  the  truth,  and  that 
the  teo  millions  of  Hvres,  or  five  millions  of  florios  to  be 
borrowed  in  Holland,  will  be  over  and  above  those  ad- 
vinces.  How  much  pleasure  I  receive  from  that  circum- 
stance, you  will  easily  conceive.  It  is  an  additional 
pleasure!,  that  the  labor  of  adjusting  the  matters  mentioned 
m  mine  of  the  27ih  of  November,  wiU  be  saved  to  you. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  find  so  large  purchases  made  on 
account  of  the  United  States  in  Holland.  If  everything 
else  were  equal,  the  generous  conduct  of  France  towards 
us  has  been  such,  that  I  cannot  but  tliink  that  every  pos- 
sible preference  ought  to  be  given  to  the  maaufactnres  of 
that  nation.  But  there  is,  in  my  optmon,  very  essential 
preferences  of  a  different  kind.  The  position  of  Amster- 
dam is  unfavorable  in  a  war  with  England  to  a  commerce 
with  this  ooumry.  France  also  can,  and  I  su|>pose  wiU 
give  convoy,  to  the  articles  procured  there*  But  I  wiH 
dwell  no  length  ou  the  snlj^ct,  for,  I  trust,  that  nothitig  of 
the  kind  will  liafpen  hereafter. 

Should  itie  loan  be^btained>,  you  will  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as 
to  deposit  one  mi.U»on  of  florins  with  Air  Grand,  to  wliom 
I  will  pray  you  to  deliver  ilie  enclosed  letter.  I  shall, 
in  Gonaequeuce,  not  diraw  upon  you  tot  a  millioo  of  hviref 
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in  favor  of  Messrs  Le  Couteuk  h  Co.  as  I  intended  ;  and, 
in  like  manner,  I  beg  l6avt&  to  revoke  what  I  have  said  on 
the  scybject  of  piling  all  balances  into  their  hands,  in^  my 
letter  of  the  last.     One  million  of  florihs  yon  will 

also  be  pleased  to  deposit  with  the  houses  of  Grand  at 
Amsterdam,  sending  me  the  precise  address  of  both,  so 
that  I  can  direct  my  bills  properly  to  them.  Nearly  one 
million  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  invoice  sent  in  my 
letter  of  the  *    last.      The  remaining  two  millions, 

I  wisli  may  be  shipped  fronri  France  in  goW  by  proper 
vessels  of  war,  which,  I  dare  say,  will  readily  be  provided 
by  M.  de  Castries. 

I  perceive  you  have  not  written  to  Congress  on  the  sub^ 
jects  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Coant  de  Vergennes  of 
the  23d  of  August,  which  I  am  glad  of.  The  more  that 
an  opinion  prevails  here  that  we  must  succor  ourselves,  the 
more  we  shall  do  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  commnni- 
cate  what  you  have  said  for  the  present ;  but,  as  the  best 
acknowledgement,  I  shall  endeavor  to  further  the  opera- 
tions against  the  common  enemy,  and  di*aw  forth  all  our 
resources  for  an  early  and  vigorous  campaign.  The 
splendid  and  Im^iortant  success,  which  has  crowned  the 
combined  arms  in  Virginia,  is,  I  hope,  only  an  earnest  of 
what  is  to  be  done  next  year.  These  are  the  returns 
which  we  shall  make  to  the  King,  for  the  aid  he  so  gen- 
erously affords.  And  I  have  a  very  particular  satisfaction 
in  assuring  you,  that  throughout  this  country,  a  strong  at- 
tachment to  the  French  nation  is  daily  taking  place  of  that 
blind  partiality,  once  felt  for  everything,  which  had  the 
name  of  Englisl).  Let  me  add,  for  your  use,  a  piece  of 
mercantile  information  lately  communicated  to  me  from 
unquestionable  authority.    The  demand  for  French  goods 
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in  thi&  pouatry  has  raised  the  prices  iu  France  fron  twenty 
to  thirty  ppr  cerU.  The  importations  have  redti»ed  the 
pjrices  here  nearly  twenty  pet*  c«it,  and  the  exchange,  you 
already  know,-  has  been  raised  considerably. 

I  shall  say  nothing  to  you  in  this  letter  on  the  sut^ect  of 
future  supplies,  further  than  what  is  contained  in  mine  of 
the  last,  because  I  feel  a  conviction,  tiuit  you  will 

obtain  such  as  may  be  necessm-y.  I  will  only  repeat  what 
I  have  often  said,  let  tbem  be  early.  I  enclose  a  letter  to 
M.  de  Fleury,  which  y^u  will  either  deliver  or  not^  as  may 
best  answer  your  piHrposes. 

I  hope  often  to  have  the  pleasure  of  bearing  from  you, 
and  I  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  very  great  truth, 
D^ear  Sir,  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    GOVKRNOK   OF    NKW    YORI^^ 

Office  of  Finance,  December  llth,>781. 

Sir,     . 

I  have  beeu  honored  with  y^ur  favor  of  the  24th  of  last 
moutli,  covering  resolutioos  of  thf  Senate  and  Assembly 
of  the  2 1  St.  and  2^*  You  will  easily  conceive  by  wbajt 
passes  in  your  own  bosom,  how  much  I  feel  at  a  represen- 
tation of  distresses,  while  tlie  ttecessity  of  revenue  achitits 
4iotof  alleviatioo.  The  Legislatufe  are  uadoubtedj^  beat 
able  to  discover  and  to  describe  the  evils,  which  affiict 
ibeir  constituents,  and  I  should  almost  in  any  case,  bend 
before  so  high  an  authority.  But  the  situation,  in  which  I 
am  placed,  compels  me  to  make  some  observations,  which 
if  they  ate  not  mlmitted  to  have  weight,  will  not  I  hope^  be 
considered  as  {oreign  to  the  purpose. 
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It  is  contendbd  by  the  State  agent,  that  the  sopptied, 
which  lie  has  delivered,  and  those  which  he  Md«^  ready 
to  furnish,  amount  fiiUy  lo  the  ckniond  for  speolfic-^pplie^* 
And  it  is  lamented,  that  the  army  liave  subsisted  from  the 
neigli^rhood  of  West  Point  in  former  times^  leaving 
thereby  a  great  mass  of  certificates,  v«Mch  being  useless 
to  tlie  inhabitaotS)  the  supplies  obtnmed  Mmve  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  operated  a  tax.  To  this  I  will'  odd,  that 
the  resolutions  of  your  Legislature  state  an^extra  expense, 
which  has  produce^i  a  tax.  ta  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars.  If  these  exertions  joined  fo 
tlie  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  the  usurpations  complained 
of,  have  occasioned  distress,  they  at  lesst  demonstrate  the 
abilities  of  the  State  in  former  periods.  You*  will  perceive, 
that  I  am  now  about  to  supply  the  troops  by  contract, 
wherefore  a  ready  market  for  their  produce  must  imme- 
diately be  opened  to  the  inhabitants  of  your  State.  This 
will  enable  them  ta  obtain  bard  money,  and  that  will  en- 
able them*  to  pay  taxes.  The  greet  object,  therefore,  of 
the  Legislature  will  be  to  adopt  a  vigorous  and  just  system 
of  taxation,  and  to  take  off  all  those  restraints  upon  the 
people,  which  ii^e,  afflict,  and  impoverish  them,  wkbout 
producing  any  advantage  to  the  public.  The  army  must 
be  supplied  by  law  or  by  force.  The  latter  mode  is  de* 
testable,  and  as  to  the  former^  certainly  the  best  way,  in 
which  it  can  operate,  is*  to  rtist  taxes  and  purchase  sup- 
plies; because  by  tfab  noeans  much  less  of  the  produce 
of  the  country  is  expended,  an(d  in  the  event,  the  payment 
of  the  people  is  by  the  produce  of  the  country,  that  being 
the  only  source  of  natiooal  wealth. 

As  the  Legislature  seem  to  have  great  apprehensions 
on  the  score  of  former  demands,  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  9n^ 
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closing-  an  estimate,  wbicb  is  formed  on  the  stipposition, 
that  all  tbe  specific  supplies  shall  have  been  delivered^ 
which  as  I  have  already  bad  ibe  iionor  to  observe,  is  con- 
tended for  by  the  agent,  though  tbe  truth  of  it  cannot  be 
admitted  before  the  final  adjustment  of  tbe  amount.  The 
burden  of  diese  4em»nds  wodld  in  such  case  be  irery 
moderate.  It  is  my  intention  to  destroy  the  paper  money 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  called  in.  Wherefore  a  slight  exer- 
tion for  thcrt  pcirpose  will  reHeve  your  State  from  the  bur^ 
den  of  it. 

As  to  tiie  extra  expense,  which  has  accrued  to  the 
State  by  calling  new  levies  into  the  field,  it  is  tbe  business 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  determine  upon  it.  It 
is,  however,  my  duty  to  remark,  that  exclusive  of  the 
great  expense  of  additional  officers,  tho  sum  there  stated 
as  a  bounty  is  fully  equal  to  the  pay  and  ratioire  of  so 
many  n^en  for  six  months.  I  am  sure  that  1  need  not  ob- 
serve to  your  Excellency  the  impracticability  of  carrying 
on  a  war  wliere  it  costs  as  much  to  enlist  a  man  as  it  does 
to  feed  and  pay  him  for  six  months.  A  few  sueir  extra 
corps  raised  in  each  State,  and  the  bounties  charged  to  tbe 
United  States,  in  paynient  of  the  quota  would  immediately 
compel  Congress  to  disband  the  whole  army  for  the  want 
of  tbe  means  of  subsistence,  or  to  permit  tbe  troops  to 
plunder  tbe  inhabitants. 

In  the  midst  of  those  complaints  of  your  situation  I  re- 
ceive a  particular  pleasure  from  the  assurance  that  the 
Legislature  wtU  contribute  to  the  general  service  of  the 
Union  their  proportion  of  well  established  funds.  I  hope 
the  recommendation  for  that  purpose  will  soon  come  under 
tlie  considerudonof  the  United  States  and  be  duly  ex-* 
pedited. 

VOL.    XII.'  9 
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I  have  the  pleasure  to  add.  Sir,  that  a  report  from  this 
office  for  the  full  and  final  settlement  of  accounts  is  now 
before  tlie  Congress.  Whenever  a  determination  shall 
have  been  made  it  will  be  transmitted. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem  1  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   GOVERNORS   OF    NORTH    CAROLINA,  SOUTH    CARO- 
LINA,   AND    GEORGIA. 

Office  ot  Finaiiee,  December  19th,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  ray  circular  letter  on  that  subject,  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  to  transmit  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  con- 
tained in  their  Acts  of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  of  No- 
vember last,  by  which  the  quota  of  your  Stale  for  the  year 
1762   is  dollars,   payable   in  quarterly  payments, 

commencing  the  Ist  day  of  April  next. 

,The  distresses  wliich  your  Slate  has  lately  suffered,  will 
not,  I  fear,  permit  the  collection  of  this  quota  in  hard 
money,  aldiough  the  subsistence  of  the  army  will  naturally 
call  for  an  expenditure  to  a  great  amQunt  in  such  articles 
as  the  Stale  can  furnish.  Ti)e  mode  hitherto  pursued  of 
granting  receipts  and  certificates  by  every  one  empowered 
or  employed  to  impress  or  purchase,  cannot  but  be  at- 
tended with  much  confusion  and  difficulty,  if  not  with 
oppression  and  fraud «  It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  public  affairs,  to  pre- 
vent as  much  as  possible  these  evils,  and  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  equalize  and  diuiintsh  those  burdens,  which  the 
people  must  bear.  It.  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
put  in  such  a  situation,  us  that  I  miglit  at  once  contract  for 
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the  supfrfies  of  the  southern  army  ;  but  I  ha?e  not  specie 
for  the  purpose  ;  nor  do  I  find  that  taxes  are  yet  laid  in 
the  Sbuthern  States  to  procure  It.  Wherefore,  I  must 
wftit  yet  some  time,  until  the  public  treasury,  is  replenished, 
untH  the  hard  money  now  in  America  gets  somewhat  more 
diffiised,  and  until  I  have  a  prospect  of  receiving  back  from 
those  States  in  hard  money  their  quota  6f  the  public  taxes. 
In  this  situation  of  things,  I  have  devised  and  proposed 
to  the  Delegates  of  the  three  Southern  States,  the  follow* 
ing  plan.  To  appoint  a  Recenrer  of  the  taxes  in  each 
State,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  and  to  empower 
such  Receiver  to  issue  notes  on  the  warrants  of  the  Gene- 
ral, payable  in  those  taxes,  or  from  the  amount  of  them 
when  collected.  By  which  means  those  articles  necessary 
for.  the  consumption 'of  the  army  may  be  purchased,  and 
the  quota  of  the  State  be  thereby  paid. 

The  Delegates  bf  North  and  South  Carolina  thought  the 
plan  eligible,  but  one  of  the  Delegates  of  Georgia  was  dis- 
inclined to  that  part  of  it,  which  requires  the  previous  pass- 
ing of  a  law  to  raise  the  quota  of  taxes  called  for  by  the 
United  Slates.  I  am  this  morning  infonned,  that  upon  a 
reconsideration  of  the  matter,  a  majorFty  of  the  Delegates 
of  South  Carolina  are  also  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  make  the  enacting  such  a  law  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  system.  I  am  very  sorry  for  this  circumstance, 
because,  as  all  the  Delegates  from  the  three  States  men- 
tioned, approve  of  the  plan  in  oAer  respects,  F  did  expect 
their  warm  recommendation  of  it  to  their  respective  Legis- 
latures ;  (cr  your  Excellency  will  perceive  at  a  single 
glance,  that  it  originated  in  the  sincere  desire  of  relieving 
those  States,  and  has  that  relief  for  its  object,  as  far  as  the 
public  service  of  the  United  States  will  possibly  permit. 
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Those  gentleman  who  object  to.makiog  atoxbill  the 
preliminary  to  any  issues  of  the  notes,  have  proposed  as  an 
expedient,  a  law,  prombiiig  the  payment  of  the  notes  when 
taxation  shall  become  practicable,  compelling  the  receipt 
of  them  in  payment  as  specie,  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
those  articles,  which  the  army  may  want.  This  is  done  to 
obviate  two  objections,  which  are  supposed  to  be  against 
taxation,  that  the  state  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of  the 
collection,  and  that  those -who  have  no  property  left  but 
lands,  cannot  pay  the  taxes  without  extreme  distress. 

Before  I  go  into  any  detailed  observations  on  these  sub- 
jects, I  beg  leave  to  stale  one  general  reason  why  I  must 
insist  on  the  tax  law,  even  if  in  other  respects  I  should 
have  no  material  objections  to  the  expedient  proposed.  As 
Superintendent  of  tlie  Finances  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
my  duty  to  urge  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Con* 
gress,  and,  therefore,  to  facilitate  tlnit  corapliance ;  but  I 
should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  if  by  any  expedient 
whatever,  I  assisted  in  eluding  those  requisitions.  With 
me,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  passing  the  tax  bill  can  ad* 
mit  of  no  question ;  and  in  consequence,  my  orders  are 
precise,  to  {ureveot  the  issue  of  a  single  note,  uot'rl  such 
bills  shall  have  been  enacted,  and  effectual  provision  made 
for  the  collection. 

I  shall  now  take  tlie  liberty  of  trespassing  on  your  pa- 
tience, with  some  observations  as  to  tlie  two  laws  proposed. 
And  first,  as  to  the  expediency  of  taxing,  and  the  weight  of 
the  objections  against  it.  When  it  is  considered,  that  the 
expenditures  of  tl>e  army,  (supposing  the  war  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  Southern  States,  must  greatly  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  sums  called  for  from  those  States,)  one  position  is 
clear,  that  by  complying  with  the  recpiisitions  of  Congress, 
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a  balance  of  raooey  must  necessarily  ba  broagbt  in  itom 

the  other  States,  to .  supply  the  de6Qi€ncy  of  the  wboia 

revenue  in  those  particular  States,  wbeo  compared  with 

the  amount  of  tbe^  whole  expenditure.     But  by  neglaetiag 

to  oobply  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  (a&it  will  be 

iaipossihie  to  supply  the  army  in  the  saina  reguhM*  manner, 

which  prevails  elsewhere,)  the  whole  cost  of  the  expendi*- 

tur.e  will  fall  in  the  first  iostanee  on  those  who  are  near  the 

seat. of  war,  s&Jibjeet  to  a.futupe  settlement  of  accounts. 

Qej^ides  wfaieh,  it  is  dea)onstrai:de,  that  thb  latter  mode  of 

supply^  which  is  at  present  practised,  is  very  wasteful  and 

expensive.   Nor  ie  this  tlie  only  oiijeotioo,  though  certainly 

a  very  stroi^one.     We  must  fiulher  consider,  that  ao* 

c<>r4ing,to  the  preseat>  mode  of  taking  supplies^  the  burden 

falls  very  unequally  on  the  inhabitants,)  and  of  course,  very 

UDJusdy.     I  fear  tliat,  with  truth,  i(  may  added,  that  in 

some  inM«noes,jt.k  attended  with  stfpng  circumstances  of 

distJfess. 

Henee^  then>  I  eoncltide  that  the  propriety  of  taxa* 
tioo  ia  evident,  unless  iJbe  reasona.  a^inst  it  are  of 
weight  suflSeieat  to  counterbalance  the  inconvenienees, 
which  wiottld  result  from  neglecting,  ik.  I  proceed, 
therefore^  to  examine  them.  Aasd- first,  as  to  the  state 
of  the  coimiry  and  the  means  of  collection.  It  is  clear 
that  within  the  enemy's  linea,  taxes  cannot  be  ooU 
lected;  but oatof ttaem^  they  certainly  may  be^  .For, 
Burelyvitis  as  easy  to  compel  aman  tO'pay  money  by 
seizing  his  property,  ae  it  is  to  seize  that  property  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  troops.  There  is,  however,  this 
additional  advantage  in  taxing,  that  those  may  be  comr 
pelled  to  pay^  who  have  net  articles  useful  for  the 
army,,  as  well  as  those  who  have*     The  objection,  that 
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those  who  have  land  only  will  be  distressed  by  the 
sale  of  it,  will  hay%  just  as  much  weight  as  the  Legis- 
lature may  choose  to  give  it;  for  if  no  taxes  are  raised 
on  land,  the  objection  will  vanish,  and  certainly  the 
Legislature  will  be  in  capacity  to  deteimine  whether 
any  tax  should  be  laid  on  it,  and  what  that  tax  should 
be.  ^ 

But,  further,  it  appears  that  the  objection  is  calcu- 
lated to  favor  the  rich,  who  are  great  landholders,  in 
preference  to  the  poor,  who  labor  on  a  small  planta- 
tion ;  and  how  far  this  may  be  either  wise  or  just  is 
not  for  me  to  determine.  I  will,  however,  suggest  an 
expedient,  that,  as  the  taxes  are  payable  quarterly,  the 
6rst  two  quarters'  tax  should  be  raised  on  the  polls, 
the  slaves,  and  other  personal  property  in  the  State, 
and  the  land  tax  be  paid  on  the  last  quarterly  instal- 
ments. This  will  give  the  several  landholders  room 
to  turn  themselves,  so  as  to  provide  for  their  several 
appropriations  in  season.  I  will  just  add  under  this 
head,  that  if  (as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope)  the 
southern  States  should  be  totally  evacuated,  the  exten- 
sion of  their  commerce  will  soon  obviate  every  objec- 
tion, wliich  can  possibly  be  in  the  way  of  taxation. 

I  must  observe  further,  that  those  States,  which 
delay  the  levying  of  taxes  to  answer  present  requisi- 
tions)  will  become  totally  incapable  of  complying  with 
future  calls,  and  consequently,  we  shall  always  be 
dealing  in  doubts  and  uncertainties,  instead  of  estab- 
lishing that  confidence  and  vigor,  which  aUne  can 
perfect  our  independence. 

I  come  now  to  the  proposed  law  for  compelling  the 
receipt    of   the   notes  and   regulating   the   prices  of 
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articles.     My  opinion  of  all  such   laws  is  deeidedly 
fixed.     I  know  both  from  reason  asd  experience,  that 
they  injure  the  credit  of  the  paper  they  appear  de« 
signed  to  support.     They  show  doubtffis  the  mind  of 
the  Liegislature,  they  communicate  those  doubts  to  the 
breasts  of  the  people,  the  credit  of  the  paper  is*  then 
destroyed  before  it  is  issued,  and  all   the  after  opera* 
tton  of  the  law  is  one  continued  scene  of  fraud  and 
iniquity.     If,  therefore,  such  tax  bill  shall  be  passod 
as  will  permit  issuing  the  notes  in  question,  I  entreat, 
that  on  no  representation,  nor  for  any  cause  whatever, 
any  law  be  passed  making  the  notes  a  tender,  valuing 
the  price  of  goods,  or  anything  of  that  sort.     I  ask 
for  no  embargo,  no  regulations.     On   the  contrary,  I 
wish   and    pray,   that  the  whole   detestable   tribe   of 
restrictions  may  be  done  away,  and  the  people  be  put 
in  possession  of  that  freedom,  for  which  they  are  con- 
tending.    I  have  no  system   of  finance,  except  that 
which  results  from  the  plain   self-evident  dictates  of 
moral  honesty.     Taxation  and  economy  are  the  two 
pillars  by  which  that  system  is  supported,  and   if  the 
several  States  will  provide  the  former,  I   ^ill  pledge 
myself  for  the  latter,  as  fai*  as  my  abilities  will  permit. 
To  return  then,  Sir,  to  the  plan  I  have  to  propose. 
It  is  simply   this.     I   expect  that  the  Legislature   of 
your  State  will  immediately  pass  laws  to  collect  by 
the  days  named,  the  sums  called  for  from  them  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1782.     To  facilitate  the .  collection 
and  payment  of  the  taxes,  I   consent  to  receive  the 
notes  signed  by  the  Receiver  of  the  continental  taxes 
for  your  State.     If,  therefore,  the  Legislature  approve 
of  my  plan,  they  will  merely  add  a  cfetose  rendering 
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thote  notes  receivable  by  their  collecloirs  m  specie,  in 
the  continental  taxes.  They  will,  I  doubt  not,  pro- 
yide  the  ways  and  means  by  which  the  Receifer  shall 
compel  the  several  collectors  to.  pay  over  whatever 
sums,  either  of  those  noles  or  of  hard  money,  they 
may  have  received.  Thb  will  leave  it  purely  optional 
with  the  people  to  take  the  notes,  or  to  kt  them  alone. 
If  the  taxes  are  collected,  they  must  either  pay  those 
notes  or  hard  money.  If  tl^y  pay  bard  money^  the 
notes  will  not  be  necessary.  If  they  pay  the  notes, 
the  public  will  already  have  received  the  value  of 
them,  in  the  articles  for  which  they  are  first  paid. 

I  em^lose  the  form  of  the  notes  and  the  denomiiia* 
tions,  and  I  will  appoint  the  Receiver  of  the  continental 
taxes  for  your  Siate,  as  soon  as  I  can  fix  on  a  proper 
person,  and  prepare  the  necessary  iustructioQfi.  In 
the  meantime,  the  law  may  easily  be ,  passed,  with  a 
daQse  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  appointment  of 
such  Receiver  shaU  he  announced  to  the  public. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    TH£   OOVKENOR    OJ*    BHOPE    ISUIND^ 

Office  of  Finance,  December  29th;  1781. 
Sir, 
I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
last  month,  and  am  much  obliged  to  3rou  for  the  infor* 
mation  it  contains.  There  is  now  before  Congress,  on 
a  report  Irom  this  office^  a  plan  for  liquidating  ai^d  aid- 
jusiing  the  accounts  of  the  several  Stastes,  and  I  should 
sooner  have  answered  your  letter,  if  I  had  not  expected 
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the  -plei^ffe  of  smUPH  Sp^mi  tbe  Act  of  C^ifgi^ 
CM»  thM  •pbjeei  mih  my,  U^nr. 

I  haye^Qo  doul^  bu4  liiat  4b^  9(ikV»  aver  wbicfa  jrou 
]>ro«i4fe, .  bM  i|i#4e  i^FiaM  9x^1909  io  tbe  can^mpii 
0»il«e^  aik)  bfit  f0r  fhe.  fnxeftjmfif  wb^^j)  b%vi»  b^eiQ 
infMdf^'tbe  m^^y  ^«i^l4  i<Mg  4ii»c^  ba¥^  b^en  m^J^f 
s«M^C98«fol.  J^verjr  $ta^.in  tb#  Upion  chiiiu  tbe  mierii 
of  extraordiDary  effortt^  Mwl  ifrbAMcliuin  js  iheb^t,  I 
will  npt  ptfi^en^,  t^  a#cer^Q ;  bi^t  I  SemI  U  to  bt  nay 
duty  \p  toblierve^.  ^[bl^  fioihing  but  a  continuaDce  of 
active  exertions  00  our  part  can  possibly  assure  those 
objects,  for  which  so  much  lias  already  been  done  and 
suffered.  Pereoaded  that  llm  wisdeni  of  yttur  L^s- 
lature  will  feel  equally  with  me  the  force  of  this 
observation^  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  re^sitions 
of  jCoogrefs,  for  the  seirvic^  of.  th^  year  178;^>  wiU  be 
punctually  complied  with. 

.  .With  reapi^ct  to  th»  'ia^;>ost  l»w,  I  will  noJ(  say  any- 
tiHOg  :9iW0  ^boi^  it,  than  roinrely  to  reniiAd  you  ot 
what  has  already  been  said  in  forqaer  I^Ucmts*  The 
timi9  is  bas^enii^  00,  when  it  must  be-  deti^^mnied, 
p/^rihffl^  ^ver,  wib^tbir  tfre  limited  ^M^  of  Norlfe 
iVJsiwcA  sl>|iM>  or  #baU  not,,  possess  the  iiiestimab}0 
jeiv^l.of  public ei^it.  Jn  tb%  meaoMne,  the  aefidtt«t 
of  those  in  public  lif%  as  far.  as  it  vf^jM^  tA  thia;  ol^jeotf 
mtust  deteraun«{  whether  pr  not  they  are  raaUy  tl^ 
frieods.  of  theiic  eauo^y.  M^  Warren,  who  ia,  immst 
I,  suppose  with  y^u,  will,  I  doubt  net,  give  you  ^very 
i^forqciittioa^  ^i^icb  ti^y  be  rf^ired  as.  to  ibe  #itu^t^a 
of  our  a&irs,  and  his  genius  and  talents  will  enabl/ei 
ht|^  top|ajce,i9  ai^ubh  siroi^psr  iioiiat  f^  vi#,w  Uma 
^W  l^^i^  fr<W  lAe^  theimpf^ptaiiee  o|f  cemplyM^g  with 
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tly  reqcrisitioDS  of  the  United  States^  I  h^pe,  Sit*^ 
you  will  pardon  me  for  adding^^that  if  eveiy  State  in  \ 

the  Ut^ion  has  an  eq^l  right  with  yowa  to  wait  until 
oth^ers  have  complied,  the  Congress  may  $]Mire  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  doing  any'  ftirther  business,  and 
their  constituents  may  be  spared  the  expenKe  of  keep- 
ing them  together.  I  need  not,  f  am  persuaded,  go 
into  a  detail  of  the  consequences.  j 

With  perfect  respect  and  Meem,  1  am,  &€.  i 

ROBERT  MORRIS.  j 

ciROin^ft  to  m£  cK>vfiaiioiis  of  tbb  statjBs. 

'  Office  of  Finance,  January  3d,  1782. 

Sir, 

Although  it  is  now  eleven  months  since  Congress  recom*  i 

,  mended  an  impost  of  6ve  per  cent  on  goods  Imported,  and 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods,  the  States  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Maryfend,  have  not  yet  cortipHed  whh 
that  recommendation. 

I  win  iilot  repeat  the  arguments  to  induce  a  compliance, 
which  are  contained,  either  in  my  lettbr  of  the  S7th  of 
July,  or  elsewhere ;  that  is  unnecessary.  The  bftjectof 
this  letter  is  tamake  a  representation,  which  can  no  longer 
be  delayed  consistently  with  the  duties  I  owe,  either  to 
'myself,  or  my  country.  And  atthoogh  it  is  principally 
designed  for  those  three  States  jiist  mentioned,  yet  I  trans- 
mit it  to  the  other  States,  (in  a  letter,  of  which  the  copy 
is  enebsed,)  because  all  <Aight  to  knq^  what  is  intisresting 
t<>all. 

Convinced  that  the  impost  reeommended  was  not  suffi-^ 
cient,  I  had  defis^ed  some  adtfitkmal  funrds  for  the  paym^t 
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of  our  debt9)  aud^  the  support  of  our  credit.  Tbese  I 
febbuld  bi^e  subiottted  to  the  coosideratipo  of  Cootrcfs, 
bad  the  States  complied  with  their  former  recomtneo- 
datioDs. 

In  a  circular  letter,  dated  ~4be  19th  of  October  last,  I 
had  the  honor  to  moDiioR  an  ordet*  prohibiting  Loan  Offi- 
cers from  issuing  certificates  in  payment  of  .interest, 
together  with  the  reasons  for  which  it  was  made.  That 
order  has  already  produced  much  clamor  amoog  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  This  I  expected,  and  I  still  expect  that  it 
will  occasion  much  more. 

The.  public  debt  is  considerable,  and  the  public  credit 
must  be  lost,  if  the  interest  of  it  bo  not  provided  for«  Con* 
gress  have  done  their  ,duty  in  requesting,  revenue,  and  I 
have  done  mine  in  soliciting  a ,  cooiplianoe  with  their  re- 
quest. It  only  reinaifis  (or  me  to  bear  testimony  against 
tbosc^  who.  oppose  that  compliance,  and  to  declare,  that 
they  and  they  only«  must  be  responsible  fer  the  conse- 
quetKCS.  They  are  answerable  to  the  other  States,  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  to  th.e  public  greditors^  and  to  the 
whole  world. 

I  ii>ust  speak  plainly  on  tlus  subject.  I  roust  point  out 
from. time  to  time,  the  reason  of  ihpse  things,  which  have 
produced  murmurs  ami  complaints  against  the  represon- 
tattve  body  of  America.  I  must  direct  those  who  suffer, 
to  those  who  occasion  thfeir  sufferings,  and  those  who  are 
injured  lo  thos§  who  have  done  lliem  wrong.  Let  me 
tliea.  j;)8ce  more  eqtreat,  (hat  tbijs  great  object  be  seriously 
opnsidered.  Let  nnw' repeat,  tliat  theliopeef  oi«r  enemy 
is  in  the  derangement  6f  dur  "finances  j  and  kt  me  add, 
that  when  revenue  is  given,  that  hope  must  cease.  He, 
ther^^liqr^^  who  opposeis  the  graat  ol'suqh  reveuue,>not  only  • 


76  KObURT  ItoRlllS. 

opposes  himself  to  the  dictates  of  jlistic*,  but  hd  labors  to 
'cdbtinoe  the  urat*,  and  of  consequeiice  to  li^hed  itioro  btood, 
to  produce  more  devastation,  and  to  exteiKl  ^ktd  probig 
the  miseries  of  mankind.  ~ 

I  hdvfe  the  hmnor  to  M^  fcc.  . 

ROfflSRT  MORRIS.^ 


ClkCtTLAR  IfO   THE    GOVfcRtfOfeS   0*   MB    STAtBS* 

Office  of  Finance,  January  8th,  1782. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  ordimince 
passed  by  the  United'  States  in  Congress  assembled  the, 
31  St  day  of  December,  1781,  incorporating  the  subsci"! hers 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  together  with  sundry  rfeso- 
lutionfs  recorfimending  to  the  several  States  td^ass  such 
laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  said  or- 
dinance its  Rill  operation.  The  resolutions  of  the  26lh  of 
May  last  speak  so  clearly  to  the  points  necessary  to  be  es- 
tablished by  those  laws,  that  I  need  not  enl?*rge  on  them. 
Should  anything  more  be  found  necessary  upon  experi- 
ence, the  President  and  Directors  will  no  doubt  niake 
suitable  applications  to  Congress,  or  to  the  States  respec- 
tively, as  the  case  may  require.  * 

.  *  JoNKory  ,7<&.  This  day  the  Natipaal  Bank  of  NoJjth  America 
opens  to  transact  business.  This  institution  I  am  persuaded  will 
flourish  under  the  management  of  honest  men  and'  honest  measures. 
The  present  directors  are  such  men,  and  the  present  system  of 
•meMores  are  founded  ia  pthiQipl«s'«f  Jufftioe  and  equity.  JTItere- 
iov^f  I  shall  most  cheerfu^y  affiist  all  in  my  power,  ^o  establish  and 
support  this  Bank.  And  as  a  beginning,  I  have  this  day  issued 
my  warrant  on  the  treasury  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
part  of  the  shares,  which  I  have  tubserihed,  on  behalf  of  the  pnbHc. 
Diary. 
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It  afibrds  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  this 
Bank  comment^edlt^ of>erfltio(is  yesterday,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  with  proper  Qianag^aent,  it  will  answer  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who  befriend  the  in^ 
stitmkHiv    It  wiH  fiM)ilicate  tile  nHmagefBent  cS  tbe  finances 
of  the  United  Sldteft*     The  sereral  Stetet  may,  when 
their  respective  necessities  require,  and  the  abilities  of  the 
bank  will  permit,  derive  occasional  advaintages  and  accom- 
'  inodations  from.  lU    It  will  afford  to  the  indtvidoals  of  all 
the  States  a  medium  for  their  intercourse  with  each  other, 
and  for  the  pa}nnent  of  taxes  iixire  convenient  than  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  equally  safe.    It  wil  have  a  tendency  to 
inerease  both  the  internal  iind  external  commerce  of  North 
America,  and  undoubtedly  will  be  infinitely  tneful  to  all 
the  traders  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  provided,  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  iai^nduoted.on  principles  of  equity, 
juatiee,  pmd^nee,  and  econiMiiy.     The  present  directors 
be^r  chafiarters,  which  cannot  fail  to  inspire  confidence, 
and  as  the  corporation  is  amenable  to  the  laws,  power 
can  neither  sanctify  any  improper  condtict,  nor  protect  the 
gutky.     Under  a  full  conviction  of  these  tliii^s,  I  flatter 
myaelf,  that  I  shall  stand  eiumsed  for  reoommending  in 
the^troBgest  manner,  th»  well  meant  plan,  to  all  the  en- 
couragement and  protection,  which  your  State  can  give, 
consistently  with  wisdom  and  justice. 
I  have  the  hdnor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THE    CK>V£RNOB   OF    AHOPE    ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  14th,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  delegates  of  Rhode  Island  did  me  the  honor  to 
communicate  your  Excellency's  letter  ^  the  24lh  of  last 
month,  directed  to  them.  I  ha\re  carefiiHy  ccMisidered  ifaat 
letter,  and  now,  agreeably  to  my  promise  made  to  them, 
shall  endeairor  to  convey  my  siffitiments  upon  it  loyou. 
You  mention,  Sir,  that  the  Assembly  unanimously  con- 
cluded, that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  called  for  by  Congress,  to  be  so  lai^e  as  that  it 
could  not  by  any^  means  be  raised  in  specie,  and  you  say, 
further,  that  the  scarcity  of  cash  has  becomd  unpomakxily 
great. 

By  the  Acts  of  Congress  on  ttfat  subject,  you  will  p^^r- 
ceive  the  amount  of  taxes  called  for  by  the  Unked  SiMes, 
to  be  eight  millions  of  dollars.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  apportionment  has,  or  has  not  been  equal;  but  I 
an>  persuaded  it  is  as  nearly  so  as  the  information,  which 
coultl  imye  been  obtained,  would  by  any  means  admit. 
The  wliole  sum.  Sir,  however  large  it  naay  app^lH*,  is  very 
tmidi  short  of  our  former  annual  eicpenditures ;  and,  I  am 
sorry  to  add,<  that  it  is  certainly  short  of  what  wiU'  be 
necessary,  even  with  the  strictest  eoooomy.  I  am  com- 
pelled on  this  occasion  to  observe,  thfttthe  want  of  credit 
is  now  .materially  felt.  Other  free  nations  find  infinite  re- 
lief from  the  oppressive  weight  of  taxation  by  anticipating 
the  public  revenue ;  but  we,  with  every  advantage  from 
ijature  to  prevent  it,  are  obliged  to  bear  now  those  bur- 
dens, which  ought,. in  reason,  to  be  divided  with  succeed- 
ing generjiiions.     To  obtain  credit,  we  must  provide  funds 


DIPLOMATIC  OORRESKIMDENCE.  79 

anrypty  suffieietit,  not. only  to  pay  tbe  interest  of  all  femwr 
debts,  both  fore^n  and  domestic,  but.  also  sufficient  to 
liquidate  tbos^  which  we  may  find  it  necessary  in  (titiire  to 
qontraet.  These  Ainds  must  be  permanent,  clear,  sufficient, 
and  at  the  disposition  of  Congress.  Nothing  short  of  that 
wW  answer  the  purpose. 

Id  the  roeanmne,  the  interest  o(  our  debt  is  as  great  as 
if  such  funds  were  gf?en  ;  and  to  pay  that  interest  will  cost 
as   much  to  the  people ;   bgt  the  comphints  from  erery 
quarter,    until    it   be    provided   for,   do    infinite  injury. 
Whereas,  if  fuii<b  were  granted,  we  might  from  time  to 
time  obtain  loans,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  sufficient  to 
defray   a  great   proportion  of  our    annual  expenditure. 
You  will  easily  perceive  what  relief  the  people  would  feel 
from  paying  th^  interest  instead  of  the  princrpaj.     As  to 
the  want  of  money,  your  Legislature  must  consider,  that 
there  must,  always  be  such  want  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  because  fiothing  gives  to  money  its  vakre,  but  the 
uDtversal  desire  of  obtaining  it ;  and,  of  consequence,  the 
ease  irith  which  all  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  luac- 
urtes  of  life  are  obtained,  in  exchange  for  jt.      it  is  the 
vahie  of  money,  which  has  induced  all  wise  nations  to  raise 
the  supplies  in  coin,  rather  than  in  /produce,  because  there 
is  nothing,  which  so  facilities  the  econooiy  of  public  re- 
sources.    And  the  great  object  of  a  wise  and  just  govern- 
noenris,  to  reduce  as  bw  as  possible  the  burdens,  wMch 
the  people  must  bear,  for  their  own  preservation,  safeQr, 
and  advantage.    The  want  of  money  always  has  been,  and 
now  isxotnplataed  of  throughom  the  United  States.    This 
want  will,  however,  be  soon  remedied  in  some  degree  by 
^  bank'  paper ;  and  further,  it  must  be  remwnbered,  tbat 
as  the  public  wants  wiU  cill  for  an  expenditure  faster  thaa 
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the  ooHeotlOB  of  taxes  will  take  phoe,  those  t«x«s  wiH  hy 
no  means  ieoretgse  the  general  cipciilating  mediuaiy  ^uid  if 
that  inedium  be,  as  is  said  and  as^  I  really  balteve,  <k^ 
ficient^  comnierce  will  coiitiaoe,  as  at  ptesaot,  to  ioereaae 
it  by  the  daily  trnportation  of  apeeie  from  abroad. 

The  taking  of  specific  supplies  has,  by  experiaiiCA»  been 
found  unequal  to  the  object,  asd  is  extrea^dy  wasteful  and 
expensive.  Many  articles  produced,  is  tbe  several  States, 
ia  themselves  rmry  valuable,  will  by  ao  means  admit  of 
transportation  ;  and  even  those,  which  wik)  adroit  of  it,  can 
seldom  be  brought  to  the  pl^oe  where  they  .must  he  coiv- 
sumed,  but  at  an  expense  which,  in  many  iiistanoes,  ex- 
ceeds the  onginal  value.  > 

I  am  convinced,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  fptce  in.  your 
observation,  on  the  propriety  of  expending  withiA^tbe  Slate 
as  much  of  tbe  revemte  drawn  froiB  it  as  can  consist  with 
tbe  general  interest  of  the  Union.  This,  Sir,  must,  never* 
tlieless,  depend  in  a  great  degree  upon  tbe  cheapness  with 
which  your  pitizens  will  furnish  such  tbings  as  the  fMio 
may  want.  While  they  induatriocisly  make  ami  cheaply 
irend  those  things,,  which  the  neeesttties  of  mankind  re- 
qnire,  they  need  not  lippreheod  a  waiH  M  oKmey ;  £>r  as, 
on  the  oaehaiMl,he  vrill  get  most  of  a  commp^ily,  who 
will  give  for  it  the  most  oooney  ;  so,  on  the  oiber,  be  will, 
get  the  most  money  who  wiH  give  for  ii  the  moat  of  a  eqmr 
moAqr.  Your  honocable  deiegaAea  inform  me,  ths^t^maiiy 
actidea  fit  for  owr  use,  and  in  particular,  bfenkets  at)^  wool^ 
leo  stookmgs,  are  manufactured  m  your  Sta^te,  and  c^n  b^ 
afforded  to  the  United  Stalesi  90  good  terms.  .U^  it  is 
vet'y  .|)rDbable)  that  not  oeiy  the  revenue  called  for  may  be 
expended  there,  but  even  a  greater  sum.  I  yfy\\  give 
orders  to  the.  Ckiihier  Geneeal  to  make  iaqMintaimiMdi- 
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ately  as^  to  tbe  quantities  and  ptices  of  articles  proper  for 
bb  departrneot  in  your  Stale ;  and  to  purcbase,  if  tliej 
caD  be  had  upon  proper  teems. 

Ai  to  tnaking  any  agreemeoi  for  speciBc  articles,  I  can- 
not  uatiertake  it,  beeause  I  bave  already  made  ciyaracts 
for  most  of  the  articles,  wbidi  we  amy  wail,  payable  in 
mooey  ;  and  I  am  too  distant  to  judge  of  pric\*s  ;  nor  ia  it 
possible  (or  the  human  rmnd  in  that  cocnplicated  scene, 
which  en^osses  every  nsomentof  my  time,  sufficiently  to 
attend  to  such  minute  details.  Tlie  bne'mess  of  gorem- 
mefit  must  be  simpitfied,  in*  order  that  h  may  be  well  coa-* 
daeiitdf  and  to  do  this  is  with  me  a  very  principal  object* 
Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  thai  1  am  audiori^ed  to  ap* 
point  a  Receiver  of  tlie  Contiaental  taxes  widiin  the  sev<* 
eral  States,  and  I  shall  make  the  apporatmem  within  your 
Slaie  very  speedily.  I  have  every  disposition  to  comply 
with  your  wishes,  and  will  give  such  instructions  to  the 
Receiver,  as  that  he  may  from  time  to  time  facilitate  the 
Views  of  the  Le^sbtture  and  lighten  the  burdens  of  the 
peopbf  which  1  sineerdy.  assure  your  Excellency  is  an 
object  that  ties  nearest  my  heart. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  TUM  nlt^DKJiT  or  covaasaa. 

Office  of  Finance,  Jantiarj  16th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Finding  by  the  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  of, 

the  7th  instant,  that  I  aod  instructed  to  prepare  and  report 

atiable  of  rates^at  which  the  di^ent  spiacies  of  for^iga 

coipa  nvost'lik^  to   circulate  withio  the  United  States, 
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shall  be  received  at  the  Treasury,  I  have  been  induced 
again  to  turn  my  attention  to  an  object,  which'  has  em- 
ployed my  thoughts  very  frequently,  and  which  would 
haVe  been  long'  since  submitted  to  Congress,  had  I  not 
been  prevented  by  other  business,  and  much  delayed  by 
those  things  relating  to  this  business,  which  depended  upon 
others.  I  shall  now  pray  leave  to  deliver  my  sentiineots 
smnewliat  at  large  on  this  subject. 

The  United  States  labor  under  many  inconveniences 
and  even  disadvantages,  which  may  at  present  be  remedied, 
but  which,  if  sufl^red  to  continue,  would  become  incuraMe, 
and  lead  to  pernicicHis  con;sequences.     It  is  very  fortunate 
for  us,  that  the  weights  and   n>easures  used   throughout 
America  are  the  same.      Experience  has  shown  in  other 
countries,  that  the  efforts  of  the  legislatoi^  to  change  weights 
and  measures,  although  fully  seconded  by  the  moi*e  en*- 
lightened  part  of  the  community,  have  been  so  strongly 
opposed  by  the  popular  habits  and  prejudices,  that  ages 
have  elapsed  without  producing  the  desired  effect.     I  re- 
peat, therefore,  that  it  is  happy  for  us  to  have  throughout 
the    Union    the   same    ideas    of    a    mile  and   an    ineh, 
a  hogshead  and  a  quart,  a  pound  and  an  ounce.     So  far 
our  commercial  dealings  are  simplified  atid  brought  down 
to  the  level  of  every  capacity. 

With  respect  to  our  money,  the  •case  is  very  widely 
different.  The  ideas  anfiexed  to  a  pound,  a  shilling,  and 
a  penny,  are  almost  £^  various  as  the  States  themselves. 
Calculations  are,  therefore,  as  necessary  for  our  inland 
(Commerce  as  upon  foreign  exchanges.  And  the  com- 
monest thitigs  become  intricate  where  money  has  anything 
to  do  with  them.  A  (M*meT  in  New  Hampshire,  for  in- 
statice,  can  readily  form  an  fde^  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  in 
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Somb  Carolhra,  weighing  sixty  pounds,  and  placed  af  one 
hundred  miles  from  Charleston ;  btit,  if  he  were  told,  tinit 
in  .sueh  situation  it  is  worth  twentyone  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  many  inquiries,  and 
form  some  calculations  before  he  could  jsinow  that  this  sum 
meant  iti  general  what  be  wboM  call  four  shillings ;  and 
even  then  he  would  have  to  inquire  what  kind  of  coin  that 
four  shillings  was  paid  in,  before  be  could  estimate  it  in-  his 
own  mind,  according  to  the  ideas  of  money,  which  lie  had 
tfnbibed.  Dffieulties  of  this  oeort  do  not  occur  to  (inrmers 
alone.  They  are  perplexing  to  most  men,  and  trouble- 
some to  all.  It  is,  howei^er,  a  fbrtonate  cir eamstance, 
that  money  is  so  much  in  the  power  of  the  Sovereign, 
as  that  he  can  easily  lead  the  people  into  new  ideas  of 
it ;  and  even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  yet  the  loose 
state  rn  which  our  currency  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  has  opened  the  way  for  receiving  any  impres- 
sions on  that  subject. 

As  vfh  are  now  shaking  off  the  inconveniences  of  a 
depreciating  medium,  the  present  moment  seems  to  be 
that,  i^n  which  a  general  currency  can  best  be  estab- 
lished, so  as  that' in  afew  months,  the  same  names  of 
money  will  mean  the  6ame  things  in  the  several  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

Another  inconvenience,  which  admits  of  the  same 
easy  remedy,  and  which  would  indeed  be  cured  by 
the  -very  samo  Act,  is  the  want  of  a  legal  tender. 
This  is  as  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  jurisprudence, 
as  a  general  currency  is  for  those  of  commerce.  For 
although  there  is  great  impropriety,  not  to  say  injus- 
tice, in  compelling  a  man  to  receive  a  part  of  his  debt 
in  discharge   of  the  whole,  yet  it  is  both  just  and 
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proper,  ibnt  tbe  law  should  protect  the  hoDest  debtor, 
who  h  willing  to  pay,  against  Xbe  vexatious  suits  of  an 
oppressive  creditor,  whp  refuse  to  receive  the  fiUi 
value. 

The  naturei  value,  and  use  of  money  have  alwajrs 
occasioned  strong  temptations  to  the  commiasion  of 
fraud,  and  of  consequence,  the  practice  of  counterfeit- 
ing is  coeval  with  that  of  coin^ng^  No  government 
^an  guard  its  subject  entirely  against  the  wicked  inge- 
nuity, which  has  been  exercised  in  this  respect.  B^ut 
it  has  always  been  the  object  of  every  wise  govern- 
ment to  tak^  all  th^  pre(^^ti9ns  against  it,  which  are 
witiun  the  compass  of  huKoan  ability.  These  precau- 
tioAS  Yfi\\  be  leoist  eiSC^ctq^l  where  the  CQiq«  are.  so 
nv^Akerous,  that  the  ki^owledge  of  Ih^in  being  a  kirn) 
of  science,  the  lowpr  order  of  citizens  are  constantly 
injured  by  those  who  carry  on  the  business  of  debasing^ 
svveatine;,  clipping,  counterfeiting,  and  the  like.  It  io, 
therefore,  to  be  lamented,  that  we  have  so  many  'dif- 
((^ent  coins  in  the  United  $tatea. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  mention  what  is  in  every* 
body's  mouth,  that  th^  precious  metals  wer^  first  used 
as  bullioo,  and  .that  the  inconyeniei;i,«a  of  weighing, 
and  th^  difficulty  of  assaying  introdi^ced  tb£- praictioe  of 
coining,  in  ordjsr  tk^t  the  weight  and  .finen^^s  might 
be  kncivvn  at  the  i^r^t  vije.w,  and  of  consequenx^,  the 
vatije.  be  instantly  ascertained.  It  is  equally  unaeces^ 
sqry  to  qbsc^rye^  that,  l,h9  great  privilege  of  declaring 
tifv^  value  by  particMlar  piarks  has,  among  ail  nations^ 
h^en  vesjtpd  exclusively  jn  the  Sovereign.  A  iru^t.ao 
important  could,  not  indeed  be  vested  anywhere  else<; 
l^ecau^  the  df^nger  of  abusing  it^  w(^  too  grea(r     And 
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lustory  informs  us.  Unit  Severeigns  theisMlves  knve 
not  on  lliis  oecasioQ  behav^  witli  that  inle^ity^  wUtih 
wms  i^ke  due  to  thmr  su|;gcots  and  to  themselves,  W 
the  interests  of  their  people  and  their  own  persoosL 
gkiry. 

.  Experience  has  already  Jtold  us,  thet  the  advantage 
of  gold  as  a  oota  is  in  this  country  very  considerably 
diminished,  for  every  distinct  piece  must  be  weighed 
before  it  can  be  safely  received.  Both  gold  and  silver 
coins  are  indeed  preferable  m  one  respect  to  cowkmon. 
biftiyon,  that  the  standard  is  presumed  te  be  j<ist^  and 
oonseKiuently,  they  are  received  withiOtit  tite  delays 
and  expensis  of  assaying*  It  moai,  ho<wever,  be  re* 
membered,  that  they  are  all  foreign  coins,  and  of 
courae,  w«»  are  not  only  esposed  to  the  tricks  of  iadi- 
viduais,,  but  should  it  suit  the  mterest  or  oonvenienee 
of  any  Sovereign  tO)  make  base  money  ^r  us,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  it.  If,  for  instance,  the  King  of 
England,  or  any  of  his  Birmingham  artists,  should 
coin  guinoas  wortlt  but  sixteen  siiillings  sterling,  our 
"citisena  wooki  readily  and  freely  receive  them  at 
twentyone  shillings  sterling.  It  is  my  duty  to  *men* 
tion  to  Gongress  information  I  have  recesyed,  that 
guineas  of  base  metal  are  coined  at  Birminghan^  so 
well  as  to  Qseape  any  common  attention.  Nfyw  there 
can  hie  no  doubt,  that  etvery  sudi*  gvnnea  recefived  here 
would  be  a^ootional  loss  1o  us  of  an  English  crown. 
How  much  we  snfier  in  this  way  at  present  it  is  impos>> 
sihle  to  estimate. 

What  I  have  already  had  the  honor  ta  observe  con- 
tains some  of  the  reasons  why  it  appears  to  mo  highly 
necessary^  that  an  American  coin  should  be  adopted 
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withoot  delays  and  to  these  reasons  it  may  be  added, 
that  there  is  a  want  of  small  money  ibr  the  commgn 
occasions' of  trade,  or  that  itjs  mm^  felt  by  oar  sol- 
diery than  any  other  persons.  For  the  little  pay, 
which  they  do  receive,  being  either  in  gold  or  at  best 
in  dollars,  the  sutlers  and  others  with  whom  they  have 
dealings,  continually  take  the  adiFantage  of  their  want 
of  change,  and  rate  the  prices  of  their  goods  aceord- 
ingly. 

Shortly  after  my  appointment,  6nding  thajl  there 
was  a  considerable  quantity  of  public  copper  at  Boston, 
I  ordered  it  round  to  this  place.  It  has  safely  amved, 
and  will  when  coined  amount  to  a  constdembte  sum. 
The  necessary  machinery  of  a  mint  can  be  easily 
made,  and  there  are  persons  who  can  perform  the 
whole  business.  I  must  pray  leave,  therefore,  to  sub- 
ipit  to  Congress  some  few  more  particular  remarks  on 
this  subject,  as  introductory  to  a  plan  for  ap  American 
coin. 

Although  mpst  nations  have  coined  copper,  yet  that 
metal  is  so  impure,  that  it  has  never  been  considered 
as  constituting  the  money  standard.  This  is  affixed  to 
the  two  precious  metals,  because  they  atone  will  admit 
of  having  their  intrin^e  value  preds^y  ascertained. 
But  nations  diiSer  very  much  in  the  relatiot)  they  have 
established  between  gold  and  silver*  In  some  £uro- 
pean  countries  an  ounce  of  pure  gold  pluses  for  fifteen 
ounces  of  pure  silver.  In  others  fot*  fourteen.  In 
China  it  passes  for  much  less.  The  standard,  there- 
fore, which  is  affixed  to  both  metals  is  in  reality 
affixed  to  neither*  In  England,  gold  is  to  silver  nearly 
in  the  proportion   of  one   to  fifteen,  and  in   France 
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nearly  of  one  to  foortaen.  If  a  man  oarries  fourteen 
ounces  of  gold  from  France  to  E»^nd  he  reoetvet 
twt>  hundred  and  ten  ounces  of  silFer,  which  in  France 
purchases  fifteen  otmoes  of  goid.     In  like  manner  he 

•vrho  carrieiB  from  England  fourteen  ounces  of  silver  to 
France  receiver  one  ounce  of  gold,  which  in  England 
purchase  fifteen  ounces  of  silver.  If  it  be,  then,  sup* 
po«ed  that  the  coins  of  these  two  countries  were  alrke 
pure,  it  most  follow  that  in  a  short  time  all  the  gold 
coin  of  full  weight  would  be  in  Englaml,  and  all  the 
silver  coin  of  full  weight  in  France.  But  the  light 
silTer  circulating  in  England,  and  the  light  gold  in 
France,  the  real  standard  of  coin  in  each  would  be 
difierent  from  the  legal,  and  seek  a  medium  of  four* 
teeA  and  a  half  Of  silver  for  one  of  gold,  although  the 

'  legal  standard  might  still  be  in  the  one  place  fifteen 
and  in  the  other  fourteen. 

The  demand  which  commerce  might  make  for  any 
of  the  precioui  metals,  in  preference  of  the  other, 
would  vary  this  real  standard  ttom  time  to  time,  and 
in  every  paynyent  a  man  would  get  more  or  less  of 
real  value  for  hi^  debt,  according  as  he  was  paid  in  the 
coin  of  greater  or  le^  value,  in  relation  Co  the  real 
standard.  If,  for  instant,  the  debt  were  contracted 
when  the  silver  was  to  gold  as.ooe  to  fifteen,  and  paid 
when  as  one  to  fourteen ;  if  the  debt  were  fmid,  in 
stiver  he  would  gain  one  thirtieth,  and  if  in  gold  h^ 
would  lose  one  thirtieth.  In  England  the  money 
standatrd  is  rather  eflbred  to  gold  than  to  silver,  because 
all  payments  are  made  in  the  former;  and  in  France 
It  is  rather  affixed  to  silver  than  t9gold. 

Arguments  are  nnaeoessary  to  shew,  that  the  scale 
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by  which  everythiog  is  to  be  metaured  augbi  to  be 
a»  fixed  as  the  tifttnre  of  things  will  admit  of.  JUtme, 
therefore^  a  money  standard  affixed  to  both  the  pre^ 
oious^etals  will  not  give  this  eertain  scale^it  is  better 
to  moke  use  of  one  only.  GoUi  is  moa*e  Tal«iab)e  than  • 
silver,  and  so  far  must  have  the  preference*  Bui  it  i« 
from  that  very  circumstance  the  n^ere  expMed  4o 
fraudulent  practices*  Its  value  rendering  it  imoare 
portable  is  an  advautage,  but  it  is  an  advantage^  which 
paper  possesses  in  a  much  greater  degree,  and  of  oofl^ 
sequence  the  commercial  nation  of  Englaad  has  had 
recourse  to  paper  for  the  purpcrseiB  of  its  tradiey-althoagh 
the  mass  of  cireuiatiiig  coin  is  goild.  It  wiU  always  be 
in  oar  power  to  c^rry  a  paper  circulation  to  every 
proper  exdent.  Thwe  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore^  ttbat 
our  money  G^t&ndard  ought  to  be  affixed  to  tiilver. 

But  silver  is  liable,  like  everything  ehe,  to  a  change 
of  value,  if  there  il  a  denand  fbr  it  to  export,  the 
value  will  rise;  if  tbie  contrary  it  will  {all;  and  so  &r 
it  cannot  be  considered  aa.  a  fixed  measure  of  value* 
Beibre  this  objection  be  considmed  it  will  be,  propw  to 
make  a  £aw  reflections. on  mnotfaer  part  of  4he  pnesent 
subject  f  but  in  this  place  I  remark,  that  if  the  «bjee* 
tkm  cannot  be  removed,  we  most  not  suflkr  it  In  be 
proponderate^  because  it  weighs  Mke  against  e^ery 
otheff  metfth 

To  coin  mtoney.is  a  certain  expenat^  Bind  of  counse 
it  is  an  ex|iense,  which  must  be  borne  by  the  people* 
In  England  the  coin  when  meUed  will  sell  as  buUMm 
lor  just  aa  much  as  its  weight  in  either  coin.  The.  exr 
pense  of  coinage  is  paid  by  the  Crown,  and  of  conra^ 
it  ia  rained  by  taxes  flronqi  ih«  people.    In  France  the 
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coiatge  instead  of  hein^  expensive  yields  a  profit. 
The  price^  given  for  metal  at  the  miat  ia  about  eighl 
per  cent  less  than  the  same  quantity  will  yield   when 
e^tned  at  the  Freneh  standard.     Both  of  the^  method^ 
are  liable  to  objections.     Wheo  eofnmerce  demaoda 
^  exportation  of  bullion  from  Efiglaod)   the  coin  of 
the  l&ingdom  goes  out  in  common  with  others.     This 
inereosesy  of  course,  the  national  expense   of  coinage. 
X«av^s  to  prevent  the  exportation^  or  importatton  of  any 
thing  so  valuaMe  as   money  are  always   nugatory,  be* 
cause  they  always  can  be  eluded,  and  therefore  when 
private  interest  requires  it  they  always  tpUl  be  eluded. 
That  the  guiaeas  of  England,  therefore,   are  not  eon* 
tinually  going  away  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  extraor- 
dinary value  affixed  to  gold,  which  has  just  been  men- 
tioned,   and  which    banishes   silver  ^^ontinually.      In 
France  the  people  are  not  liable  to  this  inconvenience, 
because  their  money  passing  for  more  than  its  value  in 
hullioa,  bullion  will  always  be  exported  in  preference 
to  coin.    But,  for  the  same  reason,  there  is  always  a 
strong  tl^mptatien  to  imitate  their  coin  and  send  it  for 
the  purchase  of  their  commodities.     It  would  be   both 
impossible    and    unnecessary    to  distinguish   the   true 
from  the  falsOj  because  both  would  be  of  equal  intrinsic 
yalue.     The  place  at  which  they  were  slruck   would 
be  indifferent  to   the  receiver..    Of  consequence,  the 
foreigner  who  made  French  coin,  would   gain   by   his 
trade,  and  the  French  nation   would   lose   proportion* 
ably. 

TImj  moiK?y  (laid   for  coinings  or  the  <.^inage  of  France 
has,  however,  this  advantage,  that  the  money  is  a  standard, 
which  does^tiot  fluctuate  with  the  price  ofbulfon.     This 
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coinage  is,  as  has  been  said,  abotit  eight  per  cent*  When 
bullion  is  below  ninetytwo,  it  is  carried  to  the  mint ;  when 
above  ninetytwo,  to  the  broker,  or  the  fiilvei-^mith*  The 
coin  stilf  continues  fixed,  nor  wilt  it  bear  exportation  untif 
bullion  ri^cs  to  a  hundred,  \yhen  the  French  coin  wouM 
be  as  liable  to  exportation  as  the  English.  In  that  case,  it 
would  be  exported  on  one  hand,  while  on  the  othw  no 
more  would  have  beeta  coined  for  a  considerable  period, 
because  to  make  the  eight  per  cent  coinage,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  mint  price  should  be  ninetytwo.  The 
coin,  therefore,  could  not  long  be  exported,  if  at  all, 
but  would  resume  its  value.  The  price  of  bullion  must 
float  between  ninetytwo  and  a  hundred,  white  the  coin 
would  preserve  its  fixed  quality  as  money. 

Hence  then,  it  appears  proper,  that  the  price  of  coining 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  coinage ;  because,  first,  it  is 
natural  and  proper,  that  the  price  sliould  be  paid  when  the 
benefit  is^  received,  and  that  tlie  citizen  in  return  for  the 
advantage  of  being  ascertained  in  the  value  of  the  medium 
of  commerce  by  the  sovereign,  should  pay  for  ascertaining 
It,  just  ias  much  as  that  he  should  pay  foi'lhe  fashion  of  the 
plate  he  u^s,  or  the  construction  of  the  cart  he  employs. 
Secondly,  ii  is  right  that  money  should  acquire  a  value  is 
money,  distinct  from  that  which  it  possesses  as  a  commo- 
dity, in  order  that  it  should  be  a  fixed  rule,  whereby  to 
measure  the  t^alue  of  all  other  things.  And  thirdly,  it  is . 
wise  to  prevent  tlie  exjiortation  of  coin,  which  would  in- 
volve an  unnecessary  national  expense,  and  also  to  prevent 
the  imitation  of  it  abroad,  so  as  to  create  a  national  los$. 
For  both  of  which  purjwses,  it  is  proper  that  the  coinage 
should  only  defray  the  expense,  without  making  any  con- 
siderable profit.     The  laws  usual  in  all  countries,  with  re- 
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spect  to  the  money,  will  then  fully  operate  the  effect  in- 
tended. 

In  order  that  a  coin  may  be  perfectly  intelligibte  to  the 
whole  people,  it  must  have  some  affinity  to  the  former  cur- 
rency. This,  tlierefore,  will  he  requisite  in  the  preaent 
cose.  The  purposes  of  commerce  require,  thai  the  lowest 
divisible  point  of  money,  or  what  js  more  properly  called 
the  money  unit,  shoul^l  be  very  sqmiII,  because  by  that 
means,. price  can  be  brought  in  the  smallest  things  to  bear 
a  prc^portion  to  tlie  value.  And  although  it  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  yet  it  is  very  desirable,  that  money  should 
be  incre&sed  in  decimal  ratio,  becatise  by  that '  means  all 
calculations  of  mterest^  excliange,  insurar.ce,  and  the  like^ 
^e  rendered  much  more  simple  and  ftccurate,  and  of 
course,  more  within  the  power  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  Wherever  such  things  require  mudi  labor,  time, 
and  reflection,  the  greater  number  wbo  do  not  know,  are 
made  the  dupes  of  the  smaller  number  who  do. 

The  various  coins  which  have  circulated  in  America,  have 
undergone  dijferent  changes  in  their  value,  so  that  there  is 
hardly  any  which  can  be  considered  as  a  general  standard, 
nnless  it  be  Spanish  dollars.  These  pass  in  Georgia  at 
five  shillings,  in  North  Carolina  and  New  York  at  eight 
shillings,  in  Virginia  and  the  four  Eastern  States  at  six 
shillings,  and  in  all  the  other  States,  excepting  Sooth  Caro^ 
Ima,  at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  in  Sotith  Carolina 
at  thtrtytwo  shillings  and  sixpence.  The  money  unit  of  a 
new  coin  to  agree,  witliout  a  fraction,  with  all  these  differ- 
ent values  of  a  dollar,  excepting  the  Istst,  will  be  the  four- 
teen hondredand  fortieth  part  of  a  dollar^  equal  to  the  six- 
teen htrodi-edth  part  of  a  crown*  Of  these  units,  twenty- 
ibur  will  be  a  penny  of  Georgia,  fifteen  will  be  a  penny  of 
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North  Carolina  or  New  York,  twenty  wiUbe  a  penny  of 
Virginia  and  t}ie  four  Eastern  States,  sixteen  will  )he  a 
penny  oif  all  tfae  other  Slates,  excepting  Sooth  Caroliia, 
and  foiiyeight  will  be  thirteen  peoce  of  South  Carolina^ 

It  bas  already  been  observed,  that  ^  bare  the  aioney 
ufitt  very  small,  is  advantageous  to  Gominetoe ;  bu(  ibere 
is  no  necessity  that  this  inoo^  unit  be  exactly  repvesented 
in  coin,  h  is  sufficient  that  its  value  b^  prcidsely  known. 
On  the  present  occasion,  two  copper  ooias  will  be  .pniper, 
tiie  one  of  eight  units,  and  the  other  of  five.  These  may- 
be called  an  Eight,  and  a  Five.  Two  of  'the  fomoor  will 
make  a  penny  Procianoation^  or  Penosylvaoia  money^  and 
three  a  penny  Georgia  money.  Of  the  latter,  thvee  will 
make  a  pe«ny  New  York  money,  and  four  a; peony  lawftd, 
or  Virginia  money.  The  money  uait  will  be  equal  .to. a 
quarter  of  a  .grain  of  Que  ^ver  in  ooined  flH)ney,  Pro- 
oeedhig  tbeiKce  in  a  decimal  ratio,  one  faondred  would  be 
the  lowest  silver  coin,  and  might  be  called  a  Ckni.  It 
would  contain  liwentyfive  grains  of  fine  silver,  to  which  may 
be  added  two  grains  of  copper,  wad  the  whole  wmM  weigh 
one  penny  weight  and  three  grains.  Five  of  these  ^ould 
imake  a  ^Quiniy  or  five  hundred  units,  .weighing. five  penny- 
weight and  fifteen  grains;  and  ten  would  make  a  JI2or&, 
or  one  ihoiffiaud  units,  weighiog  eleven  penny  weight  and 
six  grains. 

If  the  mint  price  of  fine  sibfer  ibe  estabrt$|)eid  at  twenty- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  seven  •units  per  poiuoil, 
thb  being  coined  ii»uld  he  four  times  five  thousand) seven 
bondred  and  ^x^  grains,  or  twenty  three  thousand  and 
forty  units.  The  difference  is  eight  hundred  and  tliree 
unitsy  and  themiore  dm  coinage  is  e^ht  hundred  and  three, 
or^wnntythcee  thouaand  and  forty,  or  somewJiat'inkMne  than 
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three  :(bilyeiglaM)ne^huDdFed  per  cent,  which  would  be 
abofut  the  expense  attending  it.  A  dollar 'contains  by  the 
assays,  which  I  have  been  sftile  to  get,  about  three  hundred 
aMid  seiventythree  grtins  of  "fine  silver,  and  that  at  die  mint 
price  wfNfkl  ibe  faarteen  hundred  and  forty  units.  In  like 
meaner,  if  crowns  oontaiB  from  'four  htmdred  and  fourteen 
to  four  hundred  and  6fteen  grains  4)r  fine  silver,  they  would, 
at  the  mint  price,  be  worth  sixteen  bundred  units. 

When  such  a  coin  shall  Irave  beet)  established,  the  value 
of  all  others  wnttkl  be  en^ly  escertained,  because  nothing 
more  would  be  necessary  thmi  to  have  them  assayed  at 
the  mint.  The  advantage  of  possessing  legal  fnoney,  in 
preference  otf  any  other,  would  induce  people  to  carry 
-foretgii  ^in  to  the  mint,  until  a  suffieieDcy  were  struck  for 
rthe  ciroitlating  inediiinii  The  femainder  of  the  foreign 
diver,  togetfaei'  with  the  gold,  should  be  left  entirely  to  tiw 
operation^  of  eonnnerce  as  iiullion. 

In  the  pressnc  nfom^ffit,  it  is  4»y  no  means  of  ^ncheonse- 
^tence  to  e^taUisli  the  relative  v^lue  of  different  coins,   as 
to  provide  B  jundard  of  ourow»,  by  whiob  in    future  to 
leatiaiate^ieiii.    If  ^he  vidue  were  now  iKMigbt,  they  nmst 
all  be  estimated  in  dollars,  because   dollars  are  called  lor 
in  the  several  requisitiiHis  of  Congress.     Without  noticing 
the  preference  thus  given  of  one  coin  over  another,  it  is 
sufficient  to  ebserve,  that  if  a  greater  alloy  should  be  intro- 
duced by  the  Spanish  government  into  their  dollars,  oar 
interior  reguietieos  as  to  money  wontd  be  overterned  ;  and 
oertaifily  wafaave  no  security  tbait  this  will'4iot  happen. 
Tliere  16  iiot  any  g4iaat  inconvenience  in  leaving  matters  on 
their  present  footing,  until  they    can  be  remedied   by  the 
operations  of  a  mint ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all 
the  money  raised  by  taxes  in  a  State  is  to  be  brought  out 
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of  it.  I  expect  that  ihere  will  be  very  little  occasion  to 
transport  money  from  place  to  place.  It  is  maeh  easier  to 
negotiate  than  to  carry  it ;  and  if  any  species  of  money  is 
generally  received  within  a  State  at  tlie  same  rate  in 
which  it  is  paid  in  taxes,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  ex^ 
pending  it  at  its  value.  Whenever  money  shall  be  struck 
by  authority  of  the  United  States,  then  indeed  it  will  be 
proper  to  receive  in  taxes  no  other  coin. 

If  Congress  are  of  opinion  with  me,  that  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  coin  money,  I  will  imnvediately  obey  their  orders 
and  establish  a  mint.  And  1  think  I  can  sty  with  safety, 
that  no  better  moment  could  be  xfaosen  for  the  purf.)ose 
than  the  present;  neither  will  anything  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  restore  pxjblic  credit ;  for  although  it  is  ytoB- 

'sible  that  the  new  money  will  at  first  be  received  with 
diffidence  by  some,  yet  when  it  has  been  faifly  assayed, 
it  «\^ill  gain  full  conBdcnce  from  all,  and  the  advantage  of 
holding  the  only  money,  which  can  pay  debts  or  discharge 
taxes,  will  soon  give  it  the  preference  over  all,  and  indeed 
banish  all  other  froin  circulation.     Where«s  fixing  a  re- 

•  laiion  of  value  now  on  whatever  principles  attempted,  migbt 
give  oflfence  to  the  power  whose  coin  should,  in  any 
instance,  be  reduced  from  its  present  numerary  value 
among  us 

These  sentiments  are  submitted,  with  all  possible  defer- 
ence, to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  ex- 
pectaiion  of  their  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  i  have  tlio  honor  to  be,  &c. 
ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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OBO&GS    WASHINGTON   TO   ROBERT    MORRIS.* 

t*hiladelphia;  January  25th,  1782. 

Sir, 

1  have  received  your  favor  of  the  23d  respecting  Cap- 
tain Hutchins,  and  shall  give  you  a  inore  defiimive  answer 
after  f  have  seen  that  gentleman. 

*  January  m&th.  In  consequence  of  the  information  received  fVom 
Mr  Thomas  Paine,  of  the  intentions  of  tiome  officers  to  promote  a 
^neral  application  by  way  of  memorial  to  General  Washington,  re- 
specting; their  pay,  I  sent  for  him  and  had  a  long  conversation  on 
various  matters  of  a  pnblic  nature.  He  observed,  that  his  services 
to  Che  pablic  had  rather  been  neglected.  I  told  him  I  could  wish 
his  pen  to  be  wielded  in  aid  of  such  measures,  as  I  might  be  able  to 
convince  him  were  clearly  calculated  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  that  I  had  no  views  or  plans  but  what  were  meant  for  the 
public  good,  and  that  I  should  ask  no  man's  assistance  on  any  other 
ground  ;  that  it  was  true  I  had  nothing  in  my  power  at  present  to 
offer,  as  a  compensation  for  his'  services,  but  that  something  '^ight 
turn  up,  and  that!  should' have  him  in  my  mind. — Diary. 

The  following  record  is  idso  contained  among  Mr  Morris's  papers, 
in  bis  own  hx^d  writiog,  ^iatad  Febiuary,  ITSS* 

^'Having  lat«Iy  had  several  meetings  with  Mr  Thomas  Paine,  the 
writer  of  a  pamphlet,  styled  dmmon  Sense,  and  of  many  other  well 
known  political  pieces,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  respectable 
characters  have  been  of  service  to  the  cause  of  America,  I  thought 
ihiB  gentleman  might  beoome  far  oioie  serviceable  to  the  United 
Sttatas  by  beii^  engaged  to.  write  in  the  public  newspapers  in  support 
of  the  measures  of  Congress  and  their  Ministers.  My  assistant,  Mr 
Gouverneur  Mprris,  is  olearly  of  the  same  opinion,  and  in  all  ojir 
conferences  with  him,  we  have  pointedly  declared,  that  we  sought 
the  aid  of  his  pen  only  in  support  of  upright  Bieaeiiies  and  a  fiiithful 
adminis^ati/i^n  in  the  eervipe  of  our  eountcy.  We  diaclain  private 
or  partial  views,  selfish  schemes  or  planf  of  any  and  every  kind. 
We  wish  to  draw  the  resources  and  powers  of  the  country  into  ac- 
tion. We  wish  to  bring  into  the  field  an  army  equal  to  the  o^ot  fiar 
which  we  are  at  war.    We  wish  to  feed,  clothe,  move,  and  pay  that 
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By  a  letter,  which  General  Lincolo  addressed  to  me 
before  lie  went  to  tlie  eastward',  I  find  tiuit  you  approve 

army  as  they  ought  to  be  done,  but  we  wish  also  to  effect  these  on 

such  terms  as  may  be  least  burdensome  to  the  people,  at  the  same 

time  that  the  operations  shall  be  every  way  effedtlVe. 
'^Having  these  for  our  objects  we  want  the  aid  of  an  iable  pen  to 

urge  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  grant  sufficient  taxes ; 

to  grant  those  taxes  separate  and  distinct  from  those  levied  for  State 

purposes ;  to  put  such  taxes,  or  rather  the  money  arising  iroiii  them, 

in  the  power  of  Congress,,  from  the  moment  of  cc^lectipo ; 
<^To  grant  permanent  revenues  for  duicharging  the  interest  on 

debts  already  contracted,  or  that  mny  be  contracted; 
^<To  extend  by  a  new   confisderation  the  powers  of  Congress,  bo 

that  they  may  be  competent  to  the  government  of  the  Uaited  States 

and  the  management  of  their  affairs ; 
'^To  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  such  restraints  and  such 

taxes  and  imposts,  as  are  absolutely  necessary  £br  their  awjt  welfare ', 
<^To  comment  from  time  to  time  on  military  transactions,  so  as  to 

place  in  a  proper  point  of  view  the  bravery,  good  conduct,  and  sol- 
diership of  our  officers  and  troqps,  when  they  deserve  applapse,  aad 

to  do  the  same  on  such  conduct  of  such  civil  officers  or  citiiena,.  as 
act  conspicuously  for  the  service  of  their  country. 

*^FiiidiBg  Mv  Fains  weH  disposed  to  Idle  undertaldng,  and  observ- 
ing that  General  Washingtoii  had  twice  in  my  compntiy  expressed 
his  wisbes,  that  soms  proivision  Muld  be  made  for  that  gentleman,  I 
took  an  oppeitimity  to  explain  my  demgn  to  the  Qeneral,  who  agreed 
Merely  in.  the  plan.  I  then  communi«a«ed  the  same  to  Mr  Robert 
R.  IMngston,  fi^retary  of  Foreign  Affiiir^,  and  propCfsed  that  he 
du>ald  join  me  in  this  bdlriness^  by  furnishifng  ^m  his  departxnent 
MMh  intslMipsooe,  as  might  be  neeesisiry  from  time  to  time  to  sttswer 
the  nsefhlpurpQises  ft>r  whiek  Mr  Pidne  is  to  wrfle  ;  aaid  in  order  to 
vewaird  this  gentlematn  for  hie  labors,  and  enable'  him  to  dt^6ile  his 
«h»e  to  the  serviee  ef^ie  Ubited  States,  it  war  agreed  to  allow  him 
4Mgfathusidvedd«ll«i»a3!>ear,tobe  paid  qttarterty.  But  it  was  also 
'  agreed,  that  this  allowaaee  ihould  not  be  known  to  any  other  per- 
sons than  those  already  mentioned,  lest  the  publtcattons-  might  lose 
tbeir  force  if  it  were  known  tiiat  the  author  is  paid  fyr  thent  by  gov- 

SiUIQQBt. 
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of  my  plan  of  seridtog  officers  to  the  four  New  Englaod 
States  particularly,  with  the  returns  of  their  deficiencies 
of  troops,^  and  with  instructions  to  attend  upon  the  Legis- 
latures, and  to  endeavor  to  impress  them  with  the  expe- 
diency, and  indeed  necessity^  of  fiHing  their  battalions 
previous  to  the  openmg  of  the  campaign.  He  informed 
me  also,  that  you  would  be  glad  to  give  tbe  same  officers 
some  instructions  relative  to  tbe  business  of  your  depart** 
menr.  If  so,  I  could  wish  you- would  have  your  letters 
ready  to  go  by  the  next  post,  by  which  time  I  expect  to 
have  the  returns  prepared.  I  have  not  yet  fixed  upon 
the  gentlemen  who  will  be  proper,  btit  you^  can  leave 
b!anks  for  tbe  insertion  of  the  names  of  those  who  may  be 
chrosen. 

As  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  hear  soon  ^igain  fit)m 
Sir  Henry  Qintoo,  on  (he  subject  of  the  meeting  of  com- 
missioners, 1  think  it  would  be  well  to  be  preparing  tbe- 
substance  of  the  powers  to  be  delegated  to  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  the  transaction  of  the  proposed  business  will  be 
committed.  What  I  would  wish  you  to  prepare  particu- 
larly, is  ^  much  as  will  relate  to  the  liquidatioi^  of  tbe 
former  accounts  of  prisoners,  and  making  proviskin  for 
their  maintenance  in  future.  , 

^  I  hav0  the  honor  to  be,  &c.      • 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   TH£    PRBSIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  situation  of  my  department  makes  it  necessaiy  to 

lay  some  matters  of  importance  before  the  United  Statejs  in 

VOL.    XII.  13 


d8  ROBBRT  MORRIS. 

Congress,  and  1  shall  endeavor  to  do  so  with  as  much  pre- 
cision as  possible. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  observe,  that  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  and  Maryland,  have  not  yet  passed  the 
laws  recommended  by  the  resolutions  of  the  third  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1781.  I  learn,  (tlunigh  not  officially,)  that  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  lately  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
law,  which  they  had  passed  in  conformity  to  that  resolution. 
The  bare  mention  of  these  things  is  aufficienit  to  mark  the 
consequences.  Our  debt  being  unfunded  and  unprovided 
for,  the  interest  cannot  be  paid.  Those,  therefore,  who 
trusted  us  in  the  hour  of  distress,  are  defrauded.  To  ex* 
pect  that,  underi5uch  circumstances,  others  will  confide  in 
the  government,  would  be  folly  ;  and  to  expect  llwt  for- 
eigners will  trust  a  government,  wl>ich  has  no  credit  with 
its  own  citizens,  would  be  madness.  The  whole-  weight, 
therefore,  of  the  war  must  be  borne  in  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  and  even  the  slightest  nnticipaiions  of  revenue  are 
made  on  the  personal  credit  of  the  Minister. 

This,  Sir,  is  not  said  bpastingly,  but  with  unaffected  con- 
cern. I  have  labored  to  establish  a  credit  for  my  country^ 
that  when  the  period  should  arrive,  (and  I  hoped  Jt  was  not 
far  distant,)  in,  which  I  could  lay  down  the  burden  now 
pressing  upon  me,  rci^  successor  in  o^ce  should  have  no 
other  difficulties  to  struggle  with,  than  those  which  neces- 
sarily attend  an  extensive  and  complicated  administration. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  no  common  degree  of  anxiety  and 
distress,  that  I  see  my  wishes  frustrated.  1  feel  as  an 
American  for  my  country,  as  a  public  servant  for  the  in- 
terest and  honor  of  those  whom  I  serve,  and  as  a  man,  that 
i  cannot  enjoy  the  ease  and  tranquillity.  I  have  sought  for 
through'a  life  of  continual  care  and  unremitted  labor.     It 
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is  my  duty  to  mention  to  you  the  fact,  and  to  apprize  you, 
that  in  such  circumstances,  our  operations  will  continue  to 
be  desultory  efforts  of  individual  power,  rather  than  the 
connbined  exertion  of  political  strength  and  6rmness. 

Tl]e  repeated  assurances  we  daily  receive  from  the 
IVIinisters  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  of  their  steady  de- 
termination to  grant  no  further  pecuniary  aid,  will  not  leave 
room  to  doubt  of  their  intentions.  I  candidly  acknowledge 
that  I  had  formed  not  only  hopes,  but  even  expectations 
from  that  quarter.  For  I  bad  persuaded  myself,  that 
when  the  brilKant  successes  of  the  last  campaign  should  be 
known,  and  when  it  should  also  be  known  how  much  the 
United  States  are  capable  of,  and  how  necessary  an  cid  of 
n)oney  is  to  call  thetr  power  into  action,  the  King  would 
have  again  extended  that  relief^  which  must  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  common  cause.  Even  now,  1  shall  request 
that  Congress  will  instruct  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs 
to  make  the  most  pointed  representations  on  this  subject 
through  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  I  shall 
readily  furnish  aH  such  materials  in  my  department  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose ;  but  I  must  not  conceal  my 
doubts  as  to  the  effect  of  such  representations.  Duty  to 
this  country  requires  that  tliey  should  be  made,  but  pru- 
dence forbids  a  reliance  on  their  success,  and  will  dictate 
to  us  a  farther  duty,  which  is,  to  act  under  the  influence  of 
'  a  belief,  that  they  will  not  succeed. 

As  to  Hopes  of  pecuniary  aid  from  any  other  quarter, 
the  delusion  has  already  passed  away.  It  is  in  vain  that 
expensive  establishments  are  kept  up  to  solbit  succor  from 
Spain,  who  appears  neither  able  nor  willing  to  aflbrdit; 
from  Holland,  who  seeks  peabe  and  not  to  increase  the 
causes  of  wdr ;  or  from  Kussia,  who  seems  more  inclined 
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to  crush,  than  to  support  us.  LiOt  us  apply  to  borrow 
wherever  we  may,  our  iiioutbs  will  always  be  stopped  by 
tbe  one  word,  security.  The  States  will  not  give* revenue 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  United  States  have  nc^ing  to 
give  but  a  general  national  promise,  of  which  their  enemies 
loudly  charge  them  with  the  violation. 

Thus,  Sir,  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  look  at 
home  for  the  niieans  of  supporting  ourselves  against  an 
enemy,  whose  power  has  rather  increased  with  the  increase 
of  her  foes»  \Vhose  force  has  risen  superior  to  defeats,  and 
has  ibund  resources  in  a  situation,  which'  might  have  in* 
spired  despair,  we  must  no  fonger  rely  on  those  who  may 
neglect  us,  but  take  care  that  we  be  not  charged  witb 
neglecting  ourselves.  1  would  to  (Sod,  that  I  couM  say, 
that  there  were  even  tbe  appearances  of  general  vigor  and 
exertion.  .  But  tbe  trtuh  is  very  difiereot.  The  United 
States  have  called  for  eight  miilious  of  ddiars  early  in  No- 
vember last,  of  which  tbe  'first  quarterly  payment  was  to 
have  been  made  oi^  the  1st  day  of  April  fie&t ;  but  I  can- 
not find  that  a  single  State  has  yet  laid  the  taxes.  I 
neither  know  what  they  will  think  proper  to  give,  nor 
wheo^.  Happy  to  experience  a  momentary  relief  from  tbe 
clam^  and  revolt  of  a  Marving  army,  from  the  rage  and  de- 
vastatk)0  of  an  inveterate  enemy,  and  from  tbe  waste  and 
extravagance  of  cumbrous,  uciwieldy  departments,  there 
appears  to  be  no  solicitude  any  wliere  for  the  suppoit  of ' 
arrangements,  on  which  tbe  salvation  of  our  country  de- 
pends. 

To  give  a  little  time  for  the  people  to  breathe,  and  to 
remedy  some  of  tte  many  abuses,  vi^bich  were  equally 
palpable  and  enormous,  I  early  ventured  on  tbe  business  of 
contracting,  and  I  have  extended  it  as  far  as  prudence 
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would  in  any  degree  justify.      Nay,  relying  on  the  Stales 
for  support,  I  have  made  etigagemeots,  wUcb,  in  aloioat 
any  other  circunistabces,  would   savor  of  temerity,  and 
which  nothing  would  iiiive  led  me  to  do,  but  a  hope  that  bjr 
retrenching  expenses,  they  would  be  sooner  induced  to 
gr^nt  revenue.      So  thoroughly  am  I  convinceil  of  the  sti- 
perior  economy,  which  attends  the  present  mode  of  sup- 
plying our  armies,  that  I  would  have  offered  contracts  for 
the  southern  department,  could  I  have  formed  any  well 
giTOuoded  expectation  of  moneys  sufficient  (or  the  purpose 
from  the  southern  States.      Nor  should  I  have  been  de* 
terred  even  by  the  distance  •f  the  period  at  which  it  could 
be  had,  if  I  could  have  formed  a  reasoosble  reliance  on  it 
at  dofue  certain  period*    Our  expenses,  it  is  true,  are  re- 
trenched, and*  to  give  an  idea  to  what  degree,  I  wiU  roeo* 
tjon,  that  for  the  amouqt  of  salaries  alone  in  the  Commis- 
sary's departn^ent  to  the    northward  of   Potomac  .river, 
between  thr«e  and  four  thousand  soldiers  are  now  fed  with 
fuU  rations.     But  though  the  retrenchments  are  great,  the 
expenses  are  great  also,  and  they  must  rapidly  increase 
every  moment  in  preparing  for  an  early  and  v^orous  cam- 
paign. 

A  view  either  of  general  politics  or  of  our  own  situation 
will  impress  the  conviction,  that  we  ought  to  make  an  early 
and  vigorous  campaign.  The  blow,  which  the  enemy 
have  received  in  Virginia,  should  be  followed  as  soon  as 
possible,  beibre  they  iiave  time  for  reflection,  for  reinforce*- 
ment,  or  for  defence.  We  must  not  imagine  that  Great 
BrUaio  wiU  be  so  atunned  by  this  blow  that  she  cannot  re- 
cover, or  that  she  will,  for  such  a  check,  abandon  the  ob- 
ject hotb  of'ber  interest  and  her  wishes,  an  object  in  which 
her  national  importance  appears  to  be  combined  with  her 
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national  existence,  and  where  every  covetous  and  angi*y 
passion  is  strongly  excited*  What  aid  she  nnay  find  from 
foreign  powers  must  depend  upon  their  manner  of  consid- 
ering the  proposftbns,  which  may  be  made,  perhaps  upon 
their  interests,  and,  perhaps,  upon  their  caprice.  A  nation, 
which  cdn  hold  at  bay  one  half  the  force  of  Europe,  is  by 
no  means  a  despicable  ally. 

But  whether  she  gets  aid  from  others,  or  whether  she 
draws  it,  as  before,  from  domestic  credit  and  confidence, 
this,  at  least,  is  certain,  that  we  ought  to  expect  new  efforts 
against  us,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  expect  any  in  our 
favor.  If  then,  we  can  strike  before  she  is  ready  to  ward 
off  the  stroke,  or  bear  the  blow,  our  own  people  will  be  ani- 
mated, the  doubtful  will  be  convinced,  and  the  convinced 
will  be  confirmed.  Nations,  who  are  friendly  to  us,  will 
give  marks  of  amity.  Nations,  who  are  hostile,  will  be 
deterred  from  tlieir  attempts.  The  councib  of  our  enemy 
will  be  distracted.  Their  intended  succors  may  land  on 
hostile  ground,  and  where  they  want  relief,  it  may  be  too 
late  to  obtain  it.  M  what  point,  and  in  what  manner,  and 
for  what  purpose  our  efforts  are  to  be  made,  is  the  prov- 
ince of  the  General  lo  determine  ;  but,  I  repeat  again,  it  is 
our  indbpensable  duly  to  put  him  speedily  in  possession  of 
ijie  means. 

In  order  that  anything  effectual  may  be  done,  we  must 
have  both  men  and  money,  anil  we  must  have  them  early. 
On  the  10th  of  December  last.  Congress  were  pleased  to 
call  on  the  States  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  have 
their  respective  quotas  in  the  field  by  the  1st  day  of  March 
next  5  and  they  determined,  that  recruits  should  be  raised 
to  complete  the  quotas  at  the  expense  of  the  States,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States. 
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Tlie  intention  of  these  resolutions^  however  dear^  may  be 
misumierstood,  mtd  attempts  made  to  deduct  the  expendi- 
tures of  tlie  recruiting  service  from  the  supplies,  which 
were  required  by  the  Acts  of  the  dOth  of  October  and  3d 
of  November^.    For  this  reason,  and  also  that  the  States 
may  be  n(K)re  e&etually  stimulated  to  comply  with  the 
views  iind  wishes  of  Congress,  I  shall,  before  I  close  this 
lettOTi  submit  certain  additions  and  explanations  oi^  their 
Act  of  the  lOth  of  December.      At  present,  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  it  gives  me  very  sincere*  pleasure  to  find  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  so  fully  impressed  with  tlie  ne- 
ces^ty  of  early  efforts.      This  circumstance  leads  me  to 
liope  that  they  will  be  equally  impressed  with  the  duty  of 
urging  a  compliance  •  with  their  requisitions.      It  is  at.  least 
my  duty  to  sugg^t  it.      A  duty,  which  I  owe  to  America 
at  large,  and  wliich  no  hope  of  praise,  or  apprehension  of 
blame,  shall  induce  me  to  neglect.    I  know  there  is  a  deli- 
cacy, which  influences  some  minds  to  treat  the  States  with 
tenderness  and    even   adulation,   while  they   are   in   the 
habituai  inattention  to  the  calls  of  national  interest  and 
honor.     I  know  that  delicacy,  and  1  disclaim  it.     Nor  will 
I  be  deterred  from  waking  those  who  slumber  on  the  brink 
of  ruiq.    But  my  voice,  Sir,  is  feeS)le,  and  I  must  therefore 
pray  to  be  assisted  by  the  voice  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress.     Supported  by  them,  I  may,  perhaps,  do  some* 
tbing ;    but,  without  that  support,  1  must  be  a  useless  in- 
cumbrance. 

It  is  also  a  duty  to  economise  the  moneys  which'are 
in  our  possession^  and  it  receives  a  double  force  of 
obligation  from  the  peculiarity  of  our  circumstances* 
What  moneys  the  J^tates  may  grant,  and  when  they 
may  grant  themy  is  known  only  to  Him  who  knoweth 
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all  things ;  but  that  which  we  have  it  certaiO|  and  ought 
not  to  be  expended  but  for  useful  purposes.  If  we 
look  back  to  the  conduct  of  the  several  States  in  for* 
mer  timesi  we  shall  find  that  the  n^ligenee  with 
which  they  hare  treated  the  requests  of  Congress  has 
been  unequalled,  unless  by  the  earnestness  of  entreaty, 
with  which  (hose  requests  were  made.  And  I  fear 
that  riiere  is  little  hope,  that  the  conduct  now  to  be 
pursued  will  in  one  instant  become  the  counter  part  of 
former  experiences.  We  have  reason  to  apprehend  a 
continuance  of  that  shameful  negligence,  which  has 
marked  us  to  a  proverb,  while  all  Eurdpe  gazed  in 
astonishment  at  the  unparallded  boldness  and  vastness 
of  claims,  blended  with  an  unparalleled  indolence,  and 
imbecility  of  conduct.  But  let  the  several  States  be 
ever  so  negligent,  the  confederation  has  given  no  power 
to  compel.  While  it  confers  on  Congress  the  privi- 
lege of  asking  everything,  it  has  secured  to  each  State 
the  prerogative  of  granting  nothing.  Since,  then,  the 
Congress  cannot  compel  the  States  to  make  a  grant  of 
money,  ihey  must  at  least  take  care  to  prevent  the 
States  from  making  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
those  moneys,  which  are  in  our  pdssession.  Nor  is 
this  all.  We  are  called  on  by  the  prinqiples  of  justice 
as  well  as  of  duty  to  prevent  such  expenditure. 

The  requisitions  of  Congress  have  been  for  men  and 
money.  The  States  have  furnished  officers  and  trans- 
mitted a  variety  of  accounts,  demands,  and  compJaints ; 
but  while  officers  continue  numerous  they  have  ne* 
glected  to  provide  soldiers.  Instead  of  it,  some  of 
them  have  formed  State  regiments,  and  given  State 
bounties  to  fill  those  reginyents ;  regiments  confined  to 


the  Unrftt  of  ^m  State,  as  if  th^  tiHhnatc  obje^  of  mili- 
tfti^  ei^l^ldyofi^t  #^6  the  show  of  parade,  or  to  ton- 
suftn^  th<6  fruHs  of  the  ea^th.  In  the  meantime,  the 
conlinentai  biB6er»,  whose  sertlces  have  ehlitted  them 
toWsptMktl  iiltedtidn,  ^tid  whd^e  experience  has  ena- 
ble them  to  be  es^eh^etty  tfseful,  are  left  without 
meii  to  command,  and  forced  to  bear  the  mortrfleatlon 
wMeAf  must  afflJet  every  getieroiis  miiMl,  perceiving 
theiiftselt^s  a  u^ess  *btit*den  to  the  community. 

But  vrliile  such  pains  are  taken  to  enhance  expenflie, 
etisry  reqaedt  fot-  i^t^rtue  to  pay  ft  is  treated  with 
neglefit.  Covigress  have  determined  te  keep  up  the 
establish tnent  agreed  oil  in  Ocftdber,  17SD.  I  shall, 
therefere,  .by  no  mtini  propose  any  reductioh.  On 
the  contrary  I  am  persuaded,  that  nothing  would  so 
speedily  ternfinate  the  w^r  trs  the  bringing  such  an 
arttty  into  thefiefM,  With  p^ofier  Ainds  and  inateHats 
for  its  fiitt|xport  and  opei^^tion.  This  would  render  us 
tml^  fff^pendeftt,  in^pendent  of  the  smiles  ef  our 
friends  ind  tbe^P&^m  of  our  enertiles.  Bui  although 
I  wJU  no<  propose  amy  re<^ctkm  of  oor  estaMishment, 
I  cMi<^ot  oehseitt  that  the  Unioe  be^r  the  expense  of  a 
gredt  ittwAberof  oftccr*  wHhout  men  to  command. 
Neither  will!  propose Ihe  eitpedient  of  sending  therii 
hattiie  upon  half  pay,  and  liable  to  be  dalled  into  Ser- 
vice. This  is  an  expedient  for  halving  a  diiBcolty, 
whleh  ought  fo  be  WhtfMy  cured^,  and  at  (he  same  time 
it  wiljjettts'  the  individual  officer  to  vtery  serious  diffi* 
cuUies,  which  he  has  by  tto  ftMafns  merited.  It  h^Mt 
the  officer**  fItWh  tharr  he  h*#  no5t  men,  and  while  he 
be*ds  hhtts^slf  in  !*e*diness  to  6bfey  th6  otders  of  his 
General/  hie  o^ght  to  receive  thai  cemper^si^ti on  Which 
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his  coaimimoa  entitles  hioi  to.  He  ought,  theijelbre, 
to  draw  his  full  pay  and  subsisteace ;  but  until  th^ 
State  provide  men  for  him  to  eommandy,that  pay  and 
subsistence  should  be  drawn  from  the  State.  If  the 
States  will  not  fii^d  soldiers^  the  oontineat  oi^;bt  not 
to  pay  their,  officers.  It  is  unequal  and  it  is  unjust  . 
Some  States  at  a  great  expensei  bring  n^en  into  the 
field  and  lay  taxes  for  the  general  sitppprt.  Otihers 
«end  officers  without  men,  and  draw  money  fronv  the 
treasury  without  putting  any  ii^  it.  I  arn  regardless 
where  the  censqre  Uglits,  If  it  fall  nowhere,,  then  all 
are  innocent ;  but  if  it  is  noerited,  those  to  whom  it 
applies  must  blame  their  own  miscunduot.  My  justi- 
fication is  already  made  in  th^e  mi&d  of  ^every  honest 
man. 

But  it  is  qot  only  necessary  that  the  Spates  bring 
man  into  the  field.  It  is  neoes^iry  that  this  be  d^oe 
at  an  early  period.  Recruits  which  do  not  join  the; 
army  until  the  autumn,  come  too  late  £or  anything 
but  to  increase  expense,  ami  to  lose  their  liyes  by  iht 
diseases  inoident  at  tbataeasop,  t6  those  who  have  not 
been  aciHistomed  to  the  habits  of  a  sailitary  liie.  Nor  ^ 
is  this  aU.  Recruits  sent  forward  aft  a  late^ period  o^y 
serve  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  oocasiooed  by  sicknc»^ 
deatbs>  and  deaertioas,  without  increasing  the  effective 
force  of  the  army^  .  -       . 

To  remedy  the  .evils  which  haye  been  pointed  ont^ 
I  take  the  liberty  to  prepoae  tp  the  United  States  in 
Congress,  assembled  J  a  resoHition, . 

That  on  the  tst  dity  of  April  i>eaKt>.aoeurate  relurns 
be  made  to  the  War  Office  of  every  non-oommissiomsd 
office  And  pa*ivat9  in  the  arj^y^  and  of  t^  particular: 
State  to  which  they  belong. 
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That  erery  State  be  debited  in  account  for  the  re- 
cruiting service  fi>r  ewerj  non-commistic^tied  oJBieer  and 
private,  aasig^ned  to  Micb  State  respeetirely  in  October, 
1780,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 

That  every  State  be  credited  in  the  said  accoont  for 
the  recruiting  service  for  every  non-commtssioned 
officer  and  private  in  the  army,  and  belonging  to  the 
States  respectively  on  the  said  1st  day  of  April  next,  a 
like  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

That,  for  every  i^ecruit  which  shall  join  after  the  1st 
dxy  of  April  and  before  the  2d  day  of  May,  the  Stale 
shall  be  credited  in  the- said  account  ninety  dollars. 
For  every  recruit  which  shall  join  after  the  1st  day  of 
May  and  before  the  2d  day  of  June  eighty  dollars. 
For  every  recruit  after  the  1st  day  of  June  and  before 
the  2d  day  of  July,  seventy  dollars.  For  every  re- 
eruit  after  the  let  day  of  July  and  before  the  2d  day 
of  August  sixty  dollars.  For  every  recruit  after  the 
l^t  day  of  August  and  beft>re  the  6d  day  of  September 
fifty  dollars.  For  every  recruit  after  the  Ist  day  of 
September  and  before  the  2d  day  x)f  October  forty  dol- 
lars. But  that  no  allowance  be  made  for  any  recruit 
whose  period  of  enlistment  shall  be  less  than  three 
years  or  during  the  war. 

That  every  recruit  shall  be  considered'  as  joined,  is 
soon  as  he  shadl  march  for  the  place  to  which  he  is 
ordered  on  service^  from  the  place  of  general  rendea- 
vous  within  the  State,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

That  to  determine  such  time  of  marching,  the  time 
of  anaval  shall  be  ctetermined  and  a  time  allowed  for 
marching  thither,  calculathig  on  the  distance  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  miles  per  day. 
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That  Ihe  roomiU  be  mMiiftiBed  »!  the  •sptnse  of 
the  SHuteSi  until  Xhty  shaU  join  ta  aforeaaM  i  JpMUb  ihat 
,  dimog  the  time  of  anaicbing  an  aiiowB»ee  be  made  to 
the  Slate  fop  eech  offiter  and  mao*  atr  the  rate  of  ane 
aijctteib  -of  a  .dellar  per  mile'  for  every  mUe  fnood  the 
aaid  fKUee  ef  rendexvees  to  the  place  wihere  thejr 
ihaU  arrire  aa  afoi^aid* 

TlMtt  the  Minialer  ef  Was  oaoae  the  eeimnd  steir  ef 
the  different  State  lioea  toi  be  arranged  withi»  their 
respective  lioeai  in  auob  aaaneer  as  to  form  eiunplete 
eoppa,  or  parta  of  eoqpa^  so  that  Hiere  be  a  due  .propor- 
tion oi  men  to  the  offieeta  eceeadiog  to  the  eatafaUah- 
meet  aa  near  ae  BMty  be. 

That  the  remaining  offieers,  exeepting  auch  av  the 
'Cemmaadev  in  Chief  may  ihtnk  ]irefer  to  ret«n  ki 
aervieOifor  perticiriar  fnirpoaea,  .retire  to  th^r  respec- 
tive States  «ntil'SUob  times  as  the  States  sball  proviide 
xnen  for  them  to  cofftmand  agreeabl|r  to  the  e^Uiah- 
ment ;  and  that  in  the  meentine  the  aaid  Slates  provide 
4he  pay,  rations,  and  SMuge  aUewed  to  the  offioeas 
reapeetively  by  the  sevecai  neaobtti^ns  and  Ade  of 
Googreaa  upon  that  subfeet  * 

And  in  order  to  eotpbinifally  the  reesens'fisr  tadrfeg 
sueh  measures  I  would  also  peopoM,  that  an  address 
.be  prefi^red  fie  the  people /of  America,.  statiDg  tbe  want 
.of -power  ha  Cengreas  tolake  meaauresiicnv  the^defenee 
of  the  cDualr^^  the  eoiiduetof  the  several  States  here- 
Uiiofef  the  inl^^tanqa  ef  making  exertions  in  the 
present  moment,  with  the  dangerous  eeosequeoces  of 
inattentiot)  to,  end  negkidof,  the  huteTetpiisiliotta,  and 
H^Uin^.  upon  them  to  urge  ehaeiigh  their  respective 
X^e^alateaef^theefteaanresfleeonittiended  by  Congteaa. 
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My  r^moa  fbr  4im  fMrofMsal  is,  a  iconmlion  tbtt  Ihe 
people  wp  heartiljr  difpostd  to  aoppart  Ihe  re««lQli«ii, 
but  .tbat  Ihe  peUia  serviee  is  leo  frequently  <May«d 
by  local  disputes  and  ammositiesi  which  coosume  the 
time  to-  b^  dfevoied  td  important  purposes,  and  that 
individuals  in  the  several  Legislatures  are  too  apt  to 
believe,  that  hj  sparing  grants  they  render  them- 
selves sgfieeaMe  to  their  ceaetitaents,  although  in  effect 
s^cll  poUpy  capopt  but  prove .  i^ighly  expensive  and 
dangerous  if  not  destructive. 

Tiaiat  Congress  may  be  eoaUed  to  judp  of  the  sav ii%, 
Mshkih  wmU  arise  Tmhii  ^  pr^sUm^  I  bare  bad  jtfae 
honor  of  m:OP0gi  ^itb  respect  to  the  officers  of  our  amiy, 
I  ^n^oae  m  ^qfi$¥^  bf  which  it  will  appear,  that  this 
mouH  bf  upwards  of  siKty  thousand  dollars  a  mooitb  $  aad 
U^  ti)it  nioat  k^  iBd4ed  a  liiitb«r  coosideratios  of  very  great 
i»^iorlepe»,  tb^t  as  ibe  servants  lo  (^leeta  are  taken  fsoai 
attMNig  ihe  soklierst  the  army  would  in  efiect,  receive  a 
eoosidf^rttble  rcinforceaient^    ^ 

With  Inspect  tO'  tbe  prioe  tof  ftecruiting,  I  do  not  con- 
etdier  aay thing  proposed  as  beifirg  by  any  ineaiis  definiiife. 
{  bavf  slated  ^oh  at  one  handrtd  dollar^  and  I  would 
suggest,  that  as  the  cfesigo  ta  to  raise  men  and  not  ntoaey, 
it  is  bftitenrlo  vahie  tbetn  too  higli  than  too  k>w<  I  aui  far 
(jTom  considerieg  tUs  as  the  best  mode  of  recruiting  an 
atmy.  On  the  contrary,.  I  am  oonvinjced,  that  if  it  were 
e.eontineiUal  insli^d  of  .a  Slaie  armyi  the  raising  as  well 
as  mamtainmg  of  it,  would  be  infiattefy  easier  and  cheaper ; 
hutjiioder  thi9  pi«isent  Jimited  power^  wfaich,  Cougpes^  are 
in^9t#d  wjtbyit  h^fcrnes  tbe  duty  of  their  serirants  io 
propose  soch  measures  aa  appear  to  ^moi  best^  What  I 
have  .had  the  honor  of  «tatMg».  is  sabmittBd  with  all  possible 
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deference,  and  h  liope  tbe  deoisiocis  of  Cougveis  i^  be 
as  tpeedf  as  tbe  natare  of  the  bosiness  will  permit.  With 
perfect  confidence  in  their  wisdea^^  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  iic* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OtROULikR   TO   THE   OOFBRNOma   Of   TBE    STATSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  15th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Id  the  circular  letter,  which  I  did  mjself  (he  honor  to 
transmit  on  tlie  19th  day  of  October  last^  I  stated  our  sit- 
uatioD  as  clearly  and  expKeitly  as  I  could,  so  that  you 
might  be  in  a  capacity  to  form  a  soHd  judgnYent  as  to  what 
would  be  proper.  I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  taformation  from  Europe,  contains 
the  reiterated  delerriiinatioa  on  the  part  of  France,  to  grant 
us  no  further  pecuniary  aid.  Spain  appears  to  haVe  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  ability  to  afibrd  any,  and  in  Hol- 
land k  can  only  be  obtained  from  individuals,  who  will 
always  require  security,  and  of  consequence  will  not  lend 
to  the^United  States,  who  as  you  well  know  have  no  secil- 
rity  to  give.  Tbe  want  of  |)roper  funds  bus  so  reduced 
domestic  credit,  that  we  can  draw  no  resources  from 
th^iiee,  and  until  domestic  credit  is  eiuiblisbed,  foreign 
credit  cannot  exist,  for  it  is  absurd  to  expect,  that  foreign- 
ers will  confide  in  a  govemmept,  which  has  not  the  dohfi- 
dence  of  its  own  citiaens. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  tbe  cpnaequenoes,  whidh 
have  followed  on  a  loss  of  credit.  We  have  seen  the  peo- 
ple diffident,  jealous,  and  unhappy,  nor  have  they  yet  re- 
covered, even  where  the  rionnoval  of  unxlue  remrictiorts 
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has  given  thoo^  time,  to  brt«tbe  firooi  the  load  of  opprosnoo. 
But  the  pubfic  iS|  if  possible,  in  a  still  worse  situation. 
No  {>eraof)s  will  trust  ibe  public  from  a  deep  apprebensioo 
of  jruio  if  they  should,  and  consequently  otir  operations  must 
bQ  bovodfd  by  the  taxes,  wbich  can  be  collected,  while 
at  the  sBffie  time  we  inust  contend  for  our  very  existence 
as  a  free  country  at  an  expense,  wbicb  we  cannot  limit 
b^Mcause  we  cannot  limit  the  efforts  made  against  us. 
Whenever  proper  metiiods  shall  have  been  taken  to  re- 
side credit,  the  benefits  arising  from  it  will  be  as  evident 
to  all,  as  the  want  i&  now,  to  those  who  are  intrusjted  with 
tbe  admioifiCration.  Our  expense  at  this  moment  is  greater 
tbaa  it  ought  to  be,  though  less  than  it  was,  and  1  cannot 
redcencb,  because  I  have  not  sufficient  means  in  my  jjower, 
and  have,  not  at  tliis  n»oment  any.  certain  reliance  on  suffi- 
cient aid  fnom  the  several  States. 

1  am  nuioh  inolioed  to  believe,  that  individuals  iu  the 

several  Legidatures  are  unacquainted  with  tt^  real  state 

of  affairs,  or  flatter  tberaselves  ibat  tbey  are  better  than 

tbey.  really  are^  evep  after  inforfnatioa*      If  gentlemen 

would  Gon^ider  seriously  the  sUuatioo  of  the  fMibljc  8^- 

vantp,  they  would  at  least  oot  sus^t  f ben)  of  describing 

our  .d;M)g^s  as  greater  than  |bey.  are.      They  could  not, 

foi;  instance  6ap^)ose,  that  1  would  give  a  high  CQloring  to 

the  disorders  q{  our  fim^oes,  bccaitse  tbey  must  see,  that 

on  the  coqtrary,  1  abouW  derive  a  degree  of  credit  from 

the  general  belief,  ihat  such  disord^^s  da  not  exist.     And 

wb«n  I  declane  my  appreheosious,  1  ^jure  so  far  my  own 

operations..    My  reason  for  describing  our  situation  in  its 

tru^  Ugbt.is,  tb^t  tJbe  States  may  be  excited  to. grant  us 

rebef.     1  rui^hC/byan  appearance  of  wealth  extend  my 

operations rfoi\ a. little,  wbile^  but  in  the  end  tbey  would  fail^ 
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and  how  we  should  theiv  be  M^rteittttd,  no  mm  ean  teH* 
At  present  I  must  bear  the  evils^  which  resok^  fronci  the 
want  of  resources,  and  limit  my  views  aeeordinglf ,  bin  it 
would  be  madness  to  inculcate  an  opinion,  tint  things  are 
worse  than  tbey  are,  because  then  I  could  not  derive  the 
futt  benefit  of  those  resources  which  we  hsfve.  You  must, 
therefore,  be  convinced,  that  1  give  you  no-  ecttiggerated 
aoeounf,  and  I  trust,  Sir,  that  your  Legislature  wil)  give 
due  weight  to  assertions,  which  they  have  every  reason  lo 
believe,  and  which  if  neglected,  ihey'will  be  eoaviaced  of 
by  a  fnelancholy  and  perhaps  fatal  experience* 

Many  people  flatter  themselvee  with  the  hope  6f  peate. 
But  on  what  is  h  (danded  ?  Has  the  enemy  grten  the 
slightest  evidence  of  a  desiri^  for  it  ?  Instead  of  suing  for 
peace,  they  talk  only  of  war ;  they  prepare  only  for  war ; 
and  when  they  might  have  got  rid  of  one  eneitiy  by  a 
word,  th^  disdidfiied  if.  Ahhough  Holland  ofibred  a  sep- 
arate peace,  England  refiised  to  accept  it ;  nor  hdve  we 
heani  that  she  has  agreed  even  to  negotiate  for,  much  less 
to  conclude,  a  general  peaee.  She  enjoys  AiU  credit,  artd 
therefore  she  can  carry  on  the  war ;  and  idie  object  of  it  tm 
,  her  part  is  so  great,  that  therefore  she  will  carry  on  th& 
war.  Hhherto  she  has  caltied  it  on  atone  and  unsup- 
ported. Yetfrs  have  elapsed  sirice  it  was  pretended^  that 
she  Oodd  not  4nd  resources  for  another  c^mpaig^n,  and  yet 
campaigns  have  suieceeded  eiioh  other  with  ibcri^ing  ex« 
pense,  and  are  stiH  likely  to  go  on.  With  a  credit  like 
hers,  there  can  be  no  Waht  of  the  means,  And  therefoi<e  we 
have  no  reason  to  expert  tliat  she  will  be  deprived  of  them 
while  that  credit  ^jt^sts.  How  soon  sh^  may  find  asso- 
ciates, or  how  soon  We  tmy  fose  (hem,  no  man  can  say. 
WMteihe  muteUlify  of  all  human  s^irs  eohthiues  to  b^ 
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the  theme  6f  common  ttnd  daily  obsorration,  tio  wise  man 
will  rely  on  the  frailty  of  bufnan  opitrion,  and  yot  opinion 
•  may  in  a  moinciit  sway  the  politrcs  of  differem  powers,  so 
as  totally  to  diange  all.  present  appearances.  While  the 
"war  continues  England  has  hope. '  The  limes  and  chances 
which  happen  to  all  may  faVor  her,  and  at  worst  she  can 
conclude  a  peace,  which  cannot  be  much  more  pernicious 
than  the  loss  of  these  States.  We  ought  therefore  to  ex- 
pect that  Great  Britain  will  continue  the  war,  and  we 
ought  even  to  expect  that  she  will  find  allies  to  assist  Jier 
in  H.  We  ought  therefore  to  prepare  ourselves  for  in*^ 
creasing  efforts  of  opposition. 

But  admitting  that  negoti&tions  were  opened,  and  in  a 
train  of  effect,  what  then  would  be  our  situation  ?  Are  we 
in  capacity  to  insist  on  useful  and  honorable  terms? 
There  is  hardly  a  State  in  the  Union  but  has  an  interest  in 
objects,  which  under  our  present  cii^cumstances  are  unat- 
tainable. While  the  enemy  continue  in  possession  of  New 
York  and  Charleston,  we  cannot  expect  such  a  peace  as 
every  good  American  ought  to  desire.  Pfor  shall  we 
obtain  llmt  securtfy,  without  which  peac^  is  no  longer  a 
blessing. 

The  successes  o^  the  last  campaign  will  undoubtedly 
derange  the  plans  of  the  enemy  for  a  time,  but  whether  or 
not  those  successes  wHI  proV^  decisive  must  depend  upon 
ourselves.  If  we  indofedtly  lie  ^ill  until  the  enemy  can 
obtain  reinforcemeiits,  dur  prO!fpects  at  the  Close  of  next 
campaign  may  be  as  gloomy  as  at  the  opening  of  the  last. 
If  we  exert  Ourselves  to  strike  the  enemy  before  he  can 
receive  aid,  we  may  perhaps  drive  him  entirely  away,  and 
then  indeed  we  shaH  have  reason  to  expect  peace,  h  has 
hewn  the  common  frick  of  the  enemy  to  pretend  at  every 
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success  we  have  obtained,  nay  during  every  iviDter  of  die 
war,  that  it  would  immediately  cease,  and  tliey  have  4iad 
emissaries  among  us  to  inculcate  that  idea«  The  conse- 
quences have  been,  that  we  Lave  jfiever  been  in  a  state  of 
preparation  as  soon  as  they  liave,  notwithstanding  the 
Atlantic  ocean  lies  between  the  two  countries,  and  places 
them  at  least  tiiree  months  asundeu*  as  to'ali  military  op- 
erations. 

No  thinkirig  roan  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  tlies  opinion, 
th&t  we  ought  to  prepare  for  an  early  and  vigorous  can>paign, 
in  order,  to  take  New  York  and  Charleston.  But  some 
persons  of  sanguine  temperament  say,  that  the  enemy  will 
evacuate  one  of  these  places^  If  it  be  so,  surely  they  will 
be  ^  much  stronger  at  the  other,  and  of  course  it  will  be 
so  much  th^  more  difficult  to  expel  jihem  from  it.  Pos- 
sibly they  may  incline  to  evacuate  one  of  these  places,  and 
if  so  they  will  be  determined  by  the  knowledge  of  our 
force.  If  we  are  (brmidable  it  will  be  an  additional  reason 
with  tliem  for  evacuation.  But  other  persons  still  more 
sanguine  suppose,  that  they  will  evacuate  both  places. 
This  is  surely  absurd,  for  even  .if  they  negotiate,  for  peace, 
they  will  hold  something  as  a  ground,  on  which  to  make 
demands,  and  if  they  prosecute  war,  tliey  wiM  certainly 
not  abandon  the  objects  of  it*  Admitting,  however,  that 
(he  enemy  may  have  some  thoughts  cf  this  sort^  surely  the 
determination  wiH  be  gieatly  influenced  by  the  consider- 
ation of  our  relative  force  or  imbecility.  And  even  if 
they  sliould  entirely  x]uit  tlie  United  States,  still  there  are 
objects  well  worth  fighting  for,  objects  too  which  cannot ' 
be  obtained  without  fighting. 

Every  reason,  therefore,  combines  in  showing  ilie  pro- 
priety of  commencing  our  operations  very  early,  and,  there- 
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fore,  everything  has  been  done  for  the  purpose,  which  the 
means  m  my  power  would  adnoit  of.  It  remains  only  with 
the  several  States  to  provide  men  and  money,  and  to  make 
that  provision  as  early  as  possible;  for  the  old  adage, 
that  ^^le  who  gives  early  doubles  thereby  bis  gift,"  caa 
never  be  more  applicable  than  on  the  present  occasion. 
For  whatever  may  be  the  difierent  opinions  of  difierent 
men,  all  must  agree,  that  the  only  way  to  secure  peace  is 
to  be  prepared  for  war.  And  depend  upon  it,  that  if  we 
neglect  the  present  moment,  we  sliall  have  hitter  cause  to 
lament  our  negligence. 

In  the  letter  before  mentioned,  I  did  myself  the  honor 
to  observe,  that  I  expected  the  future  expenditures  would 
be  greatly  curtailed.  This  has  happened^  but  I  also  ob- 
served, that  the  most  rigid  economy  had  its  bounds,  and 
could  not  exist  without  the  punctual  performance  of  those 
engagements,  on  which  the  first  steps  towards  it  must  de- 
pend. 1  have  not  yet  reached  those  bounds,  for  reasons  I 
have  already  stated,  and  how  long  it  will  be  before  I  ar- 
rive' fit  them,  must  depend  on  the  ability  to  perform  the 
engagements  i  have  made ;  and  surely  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add,  that  this  abiliry  must  depe.nd  on  tbe  exertions  of  the 
States.  1  mentioned  also,  that  I  should  shortly  advertise 
for  contracts,  as  the  most  efiectual  means  of  husbanding  our 
resources. 

With  respect  to  this  matter  of  contracts,  I  have  some 
reason  to  bejieve  tliat  it  has  been  misunderstood,  and, 
tlterefore,  I  shall  take  tlie  liberty  of  giving  some  Ihile  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  When  I  was  called  into  office, 
I  had  a  thorough  conviction,  that  supplying  by  contracts 
wais  the  most  effectual  and  most  -  economical,  but  I  had  no 
money,  and  credit  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  most  people 


doubted  whether  any  qae  would  contract    At  that  tifiie» 

tbe  State  of  Pennf^lvapui  gave   qie  as^ram^es  of  hard 

roooey  to  procure  the  articles  of  apeci6c  supplies  due  (rooi 

that  Slate  on  the  requiaitioo  of  Copg^e^s.  .  1  uoipediaielj 

purchased  a  part  of  those  supplies  on  my  private  and  per* 

«  sonal  credit,  aud  assurances,  and  I  iutvertised  for  a  contract 

to  supply  rations  at  PhUadeipbia*     By  d^ees  I  extended 

the  contracts  tbroug;bout  Pennsylvania ;  whereas,  if  I  bad 

advertised  for  them  at  once,  I  might,  probably » h>ve  failed. 

in  obtaining  proposals  i  or  if  pot,  those  who  ioc^lioed  to 

risk  it  would  have  made  the  public  pay  dear  for  Uic  credit 

reposied  in  the  Minister.     Tbe  contracts,  of  Petiosylvqnia 

were  paid  out  of  moneys  gjranted,  Jbr  furigusbing  the  sup*' 

(iJies,  and  the  articles  are  carried  to  account,  on  the  rc'* 

quisitions.     Having  reason  to  expect  support  from  tbe 

middle  and  eastern  Stales,  I  have  extended  Uie  contracts 

for  supplies  througii  all  tbe  country  northward  and  east- 

);(rard  of  Potomac  river ;    and  in  orden  that  you  may 

judge  of  the  effect,  I  will  mention,  that,  on  application  for 

pay  to  the,  department  of  the  issuing  Commissarys  I  re*- 

quired  a  return  of  them,  and  of  tbeir  n^ontli^y  pay ;  which 

being  made,  I  (bund  that  witbtf)  that  distript  it  amoiudted  to 

ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  ^v^  dollars;  which  is 

annually  for  the  salary  alone^  exclusive  of  all  other  ex^ 

penses,  one  hundred  and  twenty  six  thousand  dollars* 

The  rationa  delivered  at  West  Point  and  its  depen- 
de;^cies  are  supplied  at  tbe  rate  of  nine  and  a  lialf  niiie*' 
tieths  of  a  dollar  for  each  ration;,  coos^^ueatly,  that  sum 
wiU  yield  quq  million  Qne  bmidred  and  ninatysix  tlKHisand 
Qve  hundred  and  t\yentysix .  rationsy  wbicb  is  something 
more  than  three  tbousaml  two  hundred  fnd  seventyeight 
p^r  day.     But  wb^  it  is  qon^f^*^,  th?^  salaries  were 
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Qot  the  only  expenses  of  i  4}ep»irifRefity  it  is  certttnly  estn 
mating  wUhii>  botmds  to  suppose,  diat  &?•  UioosaBd  sol« 
diejrs  are  now  fed  every  day  on  what  it  formerly  cost  tbe 
public  to  support  the  issuers  of  profvistons  in  a  part  of  tbe 
United  StaKa.  I  siiould  bave  pursued  the  business  of 
cpntrscting  tbeougbout  America,  iKid  I  recetred  any  qs^ 
surances  of  tamktion»  which  would  warrant  the  procedure. 
But  I  bad^none,  ood  1  did  not  dare  ri^  myself  in  making 
en^agemeots,  wbioli  I  found  no  probability  of  keeping. 
But  whenever  I  can  see  aay  way  clear,  1  shall  certainly  do 
k,  and,  I  trust,  that  i  be  effecu  wiU  be  as  beneficial  as  tbey 
beve.  been  ekewhere* 

Having  already  observed  on  tbe  necessity  of  early  nni 
vigorous  exeriioos,  and  raentkMied  that  1  bad  done  evety* 
thing  towerdf*  tbem  wbieh  was  in  my  power,  I  have  only 
to  addy  that  unless  we  are  properly  supported,  everything 
so  done  has*  been  thrown  awa}%  The  views  of  tbe  Com^ 
mender  i^  Chief  will  be  disappointed  ;  tbe  combinatkms 
ir.tended  with  our  allies  will  be  deranged,  and  the  enemy 
w^l  derit^  thiit  advantage  from  our  negligence,  which  we 
mtigbt  have  derived  from  tbeir  weakness^r 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  learn  that  tbe  public  service  is 
too  often  interrupted,  and  the  auention  of  men  diverted 
from  it  by  Kttle  trivia)  disputes  of  a  private,  partial,  or  local 
nature,  which  are  comparatively  of  little  consequence. 
This  is  a  conduct  unworthy  of  wise  men,  and  such  as  can- 
not be  justified.  Surety  it  is  best  first  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  our  country  before  wo  squabble  about  minute 
objects  of  controversy.  If  we  should  be  told  that  the 
British  were  so  mateitially  divided  in  Uieif  Parliament,  that 
b  eoelf ntiona  about:  trivial  disputes  tbey  delayed  granting 
to  tbe  Crown  efiMnal  aid  of  money,  we  should  certainly 
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form  very  splendid  expectations  from  that  cireumstance« 
Judg^  then,  whether  our  enemy's  hopes  are  not  raised  by  our 
dissensions/  Or  rather  let  me  ask,  if  they  have  not  loadly 
asserted  that  they  would  prove  ruinous  to  the  cause  of  in- 
dependence ;  nay,  ha\*e  they  not  boasted  that  those  dissen-* 
sians  originated  in  British  influence  or  Britt^  gold?  What 
then  must  be  the  opinion  of  foreigners  and  strangers?  What 
will  they  not  conclude  fiom  a  conduct,  which  according  to 
their  habits  of  reasoning,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  dis- 
aflection,  folly,  or  madness  ?  Let  us,  for  heaven's  sake, 
while  engaged  in  a  cause  the  most  honorable,  the  nK)st 
virtuous,  and  which  must  endear  the  present  generation  to 
future  ages ;  let  us  preserve  a  condtict  noble,  dignified,  and 
worthy  of  that  glorious  cause ;  in  pursuit  of  the  greatest, 
the  dearest  object  which  man  can  possess ;  in  ^lie  fair  road 
to  (leace,  liberty,  and  safety,  let  us  not  fall  out  by  the  way. 
But  united  to,  and  supporting  each  otiier,  let  our  ef&rts  be 
equal  to  our  claims,  and  let  us  show  that  we  have  the  per- 
severance to  obtain  what  we  had  (he  spirit  to  demand. 
Let  us  at  once  become  independent  5  really  and  truly  in- 
dependent ;  independent  of  our  enemies,  of  oiir  friends, 
of  all  but  the  Omnipotent. 

Ivhave  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  18th,  1782. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  through  your  Excellency,  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  adopting  immediate  measures  for 


DIPLOMATIC  CORit£iPOND£5C£.  ]19 

adjusliiag  the  accounts  of  tbe.four  followu(ig  departments  ; 
rianiejy^  tlie  Cpmrnissary'sy  the  Quarter  Master's,  (he  Hos- 
pilai,  and  the  Marine ;  up  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
1781,  inclusive.  Having  long  and  attentively  considered 
this  siibject,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  amon^  those  cases, 
which  do  not  admit  of  the  common  forms.  There  most  be 
a  degree  of  vigor  and  decision  in  th€f  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness, ivhicli  few  men  possess  a  knowledge  of ;  business  not 
coinraonly  to  be  fpund,  and  such  uncorrupted  snd  uncor- 
ruptible integrity,  as  will  give  security  to  the  United  States. 
What  may  be  an  adequate  reward  for  the  services  of  such 
men,  I  really  do  not  know,  but  I  have  such  reason  to  be- 
lieve tliat  many  fraudulent  practices  have  happened,  afid 
that,  jn  some  cases,  considerable  balance^  aie  due  to  tlie 
United  States,  that  I  cannot  in  consistency  with  my  duty 
avoid  proposing  to  Congress  the  following  resolutions. 

'^That  four  Qommissioners  be  appointed  for  the  settle- 
rxient  of  accounts,  namely  ;  one.  for  the  Commissary's  de- 
paHment,  one  for  the  Quarter  Master's  department*,  one 
for  tlie  Hospital  department,  and  one  for  the  Marine  de- 
{larlmeot ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  have 
full  pov^er  and  authority  to  hquidate  the  said  respective 
accounts  up  tathe  last  day  of  Decenr>ber,  1781,  inclusive. 
^*That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  authorised  and 
directed  to  appoint  the  said  Commissioners,  and  to  agree 
with  them  for  a  reward  for  their  services  respectively,  and 
also  with'  respect  to  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  their 
clerks  ;  and  that  he  report  the  names  jo(  the  aaid  Commit 
sioiiers  to  Congress. 

<'That  it  be  reeofnmended  to  the  Several  Stale;,  im- 
niip4i&tel3r  tp  pass  laws  authoriaing  such  Commissioners 
to  sead  for  persons-  aad  papers,  and  to  examine  wit- 
nesses upon  oath.'' 
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These  1  propose  only  as  t  sketeh,  wjiich  the  wisdom 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  will  nK>ul4  into  such 
.form  as  shall  be  most  proper.  I  will  only  observe  one 
thijig,. which  is,  that  the  proposition  that  I  should  ap- 
point such  Commissioners  comes  from  the,  I  have  no 
particular  persons  in  view,  but  shall  be  happy  io  find 
those  who  kre  proper.  I  am  far  from  being  desirous 
of  appointment  to  office,  but  this  is  an  occasion  so 
important,  that  I  cannot  sacrifice  my  duty  to  false 
notions  of  delicacy.  Characters  fit  for  such  an  intricate 
and  difSeult  business  cannot  easily  be  foond,  still  less 
can  they  be  known  to  the  several  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  debates  which  sbmetimes  take  place 
when  appointonents  are  made,  deter  the  most  proper 
persuns  from  putting  themselves  in  the  way  of  nomi- 
nation* Besides  this,  as  it  is  not  possible  that  the 
several  members  can  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  talents  of  the  particular  persons,  it  is  better  that 
the  appointment  should  be  in  one,  who  can  be  made 
accountable  for  an  improper  choiee.  I  take  the  liberty 
to  observe,  that  nothing  will  give  more  satisfaction  to 
the  people  at  lai^e  than  to  find  that  these  things  are 
put  in  a  proper  train  ;  for  the  complaints  are  general, 
and  I  am  convinced,  that  in  some  cas«s  at  least  they 
are  well  founded. 

My  reason  for  urging  this  matter  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is,  that  I  am  not  only  pressed  on  the  subject  by 
several  dismissed  officers  of  those  departments  and  by 
their  creditors,  but  I  have  also  had  recent  information 
of  very  eot>siderabl«  frauds  and  pratttices ;  and  on  con- 
ferring with  the  CoAtroller  of  the  treasiiry  this  ttrom- 
Ittg,  the  plan  above  pro|>osed  appeared  not  only  the 
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flsostieiligible,  but  iiuteed  the  only  ^eeiu^l  one.  It  is 
AlibfiiilLtedy  wkh  all  ;diie  deference,  by  yojur  SxcelleP- 
oy^9  iipo8t  obedient,  &c. 

ROBERT  MDJUUS. 


CIRCULAR   TO   THE    GOVERNORS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  9th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Op  tike  ^O^h  ^nd  ;;27th  of  last  month,  the  United 
States  in  Congress  passed  Acts  for  settling  and  finally 
adjusting  all  the  puMie  accoants,  up  to  the  first  day  of 
the  present  year.  These  important  Aeto  wotdd  im- 
mediately have  been  transmitted 9  4)ut  I  wait  the  event 
of  some  additional  propositions  upon  that  subjeet, 
wliieh  are  now  under  the  deliberation  of  Congress,  and 
then  T  shtdl  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  the 
whble  of  this  very  important  business,  so  that  it  may 
^be  maturely  considered  in  a  general  and  comprehensive 
point  of  view. 

At  present  I  shall  eonfine  imyself  to  congratulating 
your  Excellency,  which  I  do  with  the  most  unfeigned 
pleasure,  on  the  prospect  which  begins  to  open,  of  ad- 
justing these  ttitricate  apd  almost  ohisdlete  transactions 
of  rdieving  the  vario«»  public  creditora^  and  conse- 
quently of  rescuing  and  restoring  'the  public  ctedk. 
Let  me  add,  Sir,  that  I  consider  these  things  essential 
to  the  eonsolidation  of  our  federal  Union^  to  the  pro- 
motion of  general  harmony  and  generous  confidence 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  the  establishment 
of  our  glorious  independence  on  the  solid  basis  of 
justice.  lam  to  request,  Sir,  that  your  public  ac* 
VOL.  XII.  16 
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counts  be  put  in  a  state  of  preparation,   so  that  the 
person  appointed  for  that  purpose  may  be  abTe  speedily 
to  investigate  them ;  as  much   time  and  consequently 
much  expense  will  be  thereby  spared. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    BIR    GRAND,    AT   PARIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  9th,  1782. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  of  this  day  to  Benjamin  Franklin^  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles^  I  inform  him,  (which  infor- 
mation I  am  now  to  convey  to  yod,)  that  I  shall  draw 
bills  on  you,  as  a  market  for  them  may  offer,  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  Irvres  tournois^  on 
account  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  I 
have  detailed  to  him  everything  necessary  on  the 
subject,  which  be  will  communicate.  I  am  to.  request 
of  youy  that  you  will  duly  honor  and  pay  those  bills, 
giving  me  notice  Of  every  transaction,  from  time  to 
time  as  occasion  may  offer  and  require.  The  neces- 
sary funds  ^re,  I  presume,  in  your  hands  already,  or 
will  be  before  this  reaches  you  ;  but  at  any  rate  Dr 
Franklin  will  provide  them  in  season. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  9thy  1782. 
Sir, 
The  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs  yesterday  trans- 
mitted to  this  ofSce,  the  letters  and  inyoice  brought  by 
Captain  Jackson  from  Messrs  Neufville  ef  Amsterdam. 
Upon  perusing  them  I  am  very  sorry  to  obserye,  not 
ODly  that  there  has  been  very  gfeat  misraanagement» 
but  also  that  the  letters  do  not  contain  that  clear  and 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  which  ought  to 
have  been  transmitted.  There  is  reason  to  believe, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  these  goods  are  of  British 
manu&cture,  and  con^quently  suc^i  as  cannot  be 
brought  within  the  United  States.  As  these  matters 
are  not  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  useless  to  go  at 
present  into  an  inquiry  who  has  been  or  is  to  blame, 
and  therefore  any  particular  observations  from  me 
would  be  both  unnecessary  and  improper. 

I  have  written  to  Dr  Franklin  to  take  this  business 
under  his  inspection,  and  to  cause  all  the  goods  of 
British  growth  and  manufacture  to  be  sold.  As  to  the 
remainder  of  the  goods,  the  propriety  of  selling  or 
shipping  them  must  depend  on  many  circumstances, 
a  knowledge  of  which  cannot  be  acquired  here,  so  as 
to  give  consistent  orders  what  shall  be  done  there.  I 
have,'  therefore,  desired  Dr  Franklin  ta  cause  the  goods 
to  be  so  disposed  of,  as  shall  to  him.  appear  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.  My  reasons  for  re- 
ferring the  whole  matter  to  him  were,  because  he  has 
already  had  so  ijiuch  to  do  with  it  as  at  least  to  have 
paid  the  money,  and  is,  I  presume,  privy  to  the  origi- 
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nal  agreements  made  by  Colonel  Laurens ;  because  he 
will  know  what  goods  are  coming  out  from  France, 
and  oonseqmently  how  far  any  or  all  of  those  in  Am- 
sterdam,  which  are  not  of  British  manufacture  may  be 
necessary  for  t»  ;  bectft»e  he  will  hare  a»  oppc^rtunity 
of  eitplaining  such  parts  of.  the  business  as  m&y  be 
proper  to  explain*  lo  the  Court  6f  France,  wh6  has  had 
some  reason  to  complain;  or  at  least  thinks  that  shd 
has ;  and,  fiuially,  because  I  shall  draw  biiis,  fii^  pay^ 
ment  of  which  will  be  at  Paris.  Hinder  his  direttidiv^ 
aild  if  the  other  resources  fail,  the  proceeds  of  these 
geitds  will  enable  him  to  honor  thetn. 
With  gr^at»  respect,  I  am,  lie. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    BABOV   D'ABNOT. 

Office  df  ^ttanee,  March  leth,  178S^. 
Sir,      • 

I  have  received  your  note  of  (he  9th  instantyafld  in 
answer  am  to  inform  you,  thai  if  his  Prussian  Majesty 
should  inctine  te  procure  for  his  sulijects  a  part  of  tbe 
Emoluments  attending  the  commerce  with  tins  country^  the 
importance  whereof  can  bo  easily  estinHited,  from  the  riches 
it  poured  into  Britain  while  she  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  mo- 
nopoly, all  that  i»  needful  to  be  doae  is,  to  set  open  his 
ports  to  our  vessels,  and  protect  tfaera  whilst  tliere.  The 
merchants  oi  this  country  are  unrestricted'  in  their  enter- 
prises and  Commercial  pin^its;.  they  f^ill  naturally  trade 
where  they  shaH  find  their  profits  most  certain  atni  per- 
manent; and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  Prpssia  would  have 
her  sbai^  of  tbeir  trade,  were  ll)&  government  to  give  the 
proper  encouragement  to  it. 
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Acf  to  the  supplies  of  the  army  ol  the  Uoited  States,  I 
have  defm-ra^cied  i»  future  to  CQntraet  for  all  Mch  articles 
with  individuals,  on  whose  abiUlies  for  procuring  goods  on 
the  best  terms,  I  can  depeed.  They  will  import  them  at 
their  own  risk  ',  consequently  you  see  I  can  by  no  means 
engager  to  purchase  any  of  the  coronnodities  you  mentioa 
at  St  Thomas's;  but  as  that  Island  seems  to  be  the  general 
mart  in  the  West  Indies,  where  tbe  people  of  America 
resort  to^xchange  their  produce  for  the  manufactures  of 
Europe,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  any  of  his  Prussian  Maj- 
esty's subjects,  who  may  be  inclined  to  this  business,  will 
readily  find  an  occasion  of  disposing  of  their  goods  there, 
and  receiving  in  eschange  Ux  tbe  same,  the  staple  articles 
of  this  cdotitry. 

As  to  what  relates  to  your  personal  afiairs,  you  will  find 
that  I  have  conformed  to  your  views,  and  I  expect  what 
is  done  in  that  respect  will  be  nloeh  to  your  satisfaction. 
I  am.  Sir,  &&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FKANKLIN. 

Office  of  finance.  Much  2ddy  1788. 

Sir, 
Applications  being  frequently  made  by  the  several  Loan 
Offiees,  for  orders  to  renew  sets  of  esebange,  in  conse-' 
quence  of  proof  made  to  them  by  the  proprretord  of  inter- 
est bills,  that  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  bills,  fiave 
been  lost  and  destroyed,  or  by  accident  prevented  from 
reachii^  th6  perstons  to  whom  they  were  remitted,  and  as 
it  is  but  just  in  such  instances  to  fenew  The  same,  I  have 
caused  a  number  of  bills  to  be  struck,  of  the  same  denom- 


126  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

inations,  and  in  the  same  style,  manned,  and  tenor,  except 
that  tbey  are  Gftb,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  bilb,  and 
when  nnide  use  of  will  be  filled  up  in  the  same  man-' 
ner  as  the  first  four  were,  §nd  issued  from  the  same  office. 
I  give  you  this  notice,  that  you  may  direct  the  banker  to 
pay  due  honor  to  any  one  of  those  bills  in  all  instances, 
where  no  one  of  the  set,  consisting  of  eight,  has  before  been 
paid ;  and  of  course  he  will  before  such  payment  always 
satisfy  himself,  that  none  of  the  others  have  been  Jionored. 
This  general  advice  will  I  think  answer  the  purpose,  and 
render  unnecessary  particular  advice  with  each  renewed 
set  of  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


TO   OLIVER   PHELPS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  30tb,  1782. 
Sir, 

As  f  promised  during  the  conference,  with  which  you 

honored  me  yesterday,  to  give  an  answer  in  writing  to  the 

proposition    you  made   in    consequence   of  a  resolution 

pas.sed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  5th  day 

of  this  month,  I  shall  now  perform  that  promise,  but  in 

"*  March  Vntk,  HaTing  determined  to  draw  billa  on  Mr  Grand  at 
Paris,  for  five  hundred  thousand  lirres,  under  such  limitations  and 
conditions  as  must  secure  the  payment,  the  Minister  of  France 
being  absent,  I  consulted  M.  de  Marbois,  Charg6  d' Affaires ^  read  to 
him  my  letter  to  Dr  Franklin,  explained  my  plan,  and  finally  had 
his  approbatioQ,  so  far  as  he  is  authorised.  This  gentleman  also 
communicated  to  me  the  Minister's  letters  to  the  Court,  so  far  as 
they  related  to  our  finances,  and  I  found  them  to  breathe  the  true 
spirit  of  attachment  and  friendship  to  America.    Diary. 
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doing  it  I  chilli  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  that  fdl  de- 
tail of  reasoning  on  tfoe  subject,  which  took  place  in  con- 
versation between  us ;  and  I  am  the  more  readily  induced 
to  decline  this,  because  you,  Sir,  seemed  satiffied  of  the 
force  and  propriety  of  the  reasons  urged ;  wherefore  when 
you  come  to  make  the  communication  to  the  State,  your 
candor  will  induce,  and  your  abilities  enable  you,  to  do 
me  ample  justice. 

f  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  observing,  that 
in  all  countries  engaged  in  war,  experience  has  sooner 
or  later  pointed  out  contracts  with  private  men  of  sub- 
stance and  talents  equal  to  the  undertaking  as  the  cheapest, 
most  certain,  and  consequently  the  best  mode  of  obtaiu- 
ing  those  articles,  which  are  necessary  for  the  subsist- 
ence, covering,  clothing,  and  moving  of  an  army.  The 
experience  of  other  countries  could  not  satisfy  America. 
We  must  have  it  of  our  own  acquiring ;  we  have  at  length 
bought  it ;  but  the  purchase  had  nearly  been  our  ruin.  I 
had  been  long  since  convinced,  that  nothing  could  save 
us,  but  opening  all  the  American  ports  to  unrestrained 
commerce,  all  the  markets  of  Amerios  to  the  free  sale  and 
purchase  of  every  article  of  its  production  and  import ; 
and  by  taking  away  all  restraints  on  nK>ney,  leave  every 
individual  to  judge  and  act  for  himself.  I  labored  hard  in 
consequence  of  this  conviction,  to  introduce  such  measures 
into  the  Slate,  of  which  1  am  a  member,  and  finally  was 
happy  enough  to  su(^ceed ;  the  good  consequences  were 
immediately  seen  and  felt ;  the  example  has  been  followed, 
and  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  freedom,  which  we  now 
enjoy,  that  persons  ean  be  found  willing  to  contract  for 
furnishing  supplies  to  the  American  army. 

I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  many  contracts  on  very 
reasoA)ab)e    terms.      The  saving    to  the  United   States 
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thereby  is  immense,  aod  I  am  confident,  tfaat  neither  tine 
patriot  who  fills  the  chair  of  government,  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  compose  the  council,  nor  those  who  repre- 
sent the  country  of  Massachusetts,  would  wish  m%  to  make 
an  engagement,  which  in  partiality  to  that  St&te»  would 
in  its  efifects  destroy  a  system,  that  has  been  proved  so 
truly  economical*  I  cannot.  Sir,  enter  into  the  engage- 
ments proposed  by  Massachusetts,. without  being  exposed 
to  similar  claims  in  tv^elve  others,  and  I  feel  the  absolute 
necessity  and  propriety  of  declining  every  application  of 
the  kind.  The  persons  who  cofrtract  with  me  to  supply 
the  armies  of  the  United  Stales,  must  make  purchases  of 
the  articles  necessary ;  their  interests  will  lead  them  to 
those  markets,  which  will  supply  cheapest,  however  remote 
from  the  scene  of  action,  and  this  will  give  all  the  States 
a  fair  chance  of  obtaiaing  mon^,  or  bank  notes,  through 
that  chaniiel  to  ps^y  tfa«»r  taxes.  Those  who  ^1  give 
most  hibor  or  goods  (or  money  and  notes,  will  undoubt- 
edly obtain  the  greatest <share  thereof. 

I  cannot  quit  this  subject,  without  dbserving,  that  taxing 
in  specifics  is  expensive  to  the  people,  cumbersome  to  the 
government,  and  generally  inadequate  to  the  object.  I 
think  if  every  individual  in  the  country  is  left  to  dispose  as 
he  pleases  of  his  property,  and  compelled  to  pay  his  taxes 
in  money  or  bank  notes,  he  will  satisfy  the  tax  by  tbe  sale 
of  much  less  of  that  property,  than  in  the  case  of  a  spe- 
cific tax  taken  from  him  to  raise  the  sum.  Nothing  could 
gratify  me  more  than  to  have  an  opportunity  of  evincing 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  how  much  I  am  disposed  to 
comply  with  her  wishes  in  every  instance,  that  my  general 
duty  to  the  United  States  wiU  permit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS; 


.CIHCVLAR    TO    THE    GOVERNORS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Offiet  of  flMnee,  AprU  Uth,  igw 
.Sir, 
.  loia  circular  letter,  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  address  to 
your  Ep[cell/^oc}(  op  the  ^tb  day  pf  lost  mpnth,  yon  were 
mformeda  that  the  United  SifUe^  in  Congress  had  on  tbe 
SSOtb  and  27tb  qf  February^  pa9sed  Acts  for  settling  and 
fui^lly  adjusting  all  the  piiblic  accounts ;  and  that  those  Acts 
would  have  been  transmitted  inunediately,  but  that  I  was 
iaduced  to  wait  the  event  of  spme  additional  propositions 
i^D  that  sui)ject,  which  were  then  before  Congress. 

As  I  now  discover  that  those  propositions  meet  with 
mgcb  greater  delay^  thap  at  that  time  wa3  Expected,  and 
as  it  js  stijl  uncertain  when  they  may  be  decided  upon,  i 
tfainic  it  improper  to  detain  longer  the  Acts  that  were  passed, 
although  several  considerations  induced  a  desire  to  have 
tl^e  whole  sy^stem  communicated  to  the  several  Assemblies 
at  one  and  the  same  time. 

You  tviJI  observe.  Sir,  that  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  several  Legfalalures,  duly  to  empower  and  authorise 
tbe  United  Slates,  in  Copgress  assembled,  to  make  a  final 
settlement  of  the  proportions  to  be  borne  by  each  respec- 
tive Sfjates  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  war,  from  the 
cooMnencement  thereof,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1782. 
'  An  immediate  compliance  with  this  reco/Vimendation  is  of 
infinite  iniportance  to  the  Union,  as  it  is  also  to  each  of  the 
States.  Np  determination  of  quotas,  which  Congress  can 
at  this  time  possibly  make,  will  create  a  difference  for  or 
against  any  State  equal  to  the  expense,  which  will  arise 
either  by  disputing  its  quota,  or  by  delaying  to  have  it 
fixed.     If  Congresis  are  now  empowered,  they  must  be 
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determined  by  general  principles,  and  if  ibe  decision  is 
delayed  ever  so  long,  general  principles  must  at  last  be 
resorted  to,  and  that  after  large  sums  shaM  have  been 
expended  by  each  of  the  Governments,  in  attempting  to 
ascertain  their  respective  numbers  of  inhabitants,  value  of 
property,  quantity  of  lands,  annual  income,  &C.  The  re- 
turns on  these  points  severally,  cannot  be  made  with  cer- 
tainty and  exactitude  as  to  the  time  past,  and  therefore 
they  will  only  afford  niore  ample  field  for  disputation ;  dis- 
putes, which  if  the  cause  be  not  removed  by  a  compfence 
with  the  present  requisition,  may  probably  deprive  us  of 
the  blessings  of  peace  after  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
shall  cease. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detail  the  reasons,  which 
induced  Congress  to  adopt  this  measure,  biit  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that  it  is  to  the  want  of  a  decision  on  this  point, 
that  the  languor  and  want  of  esiertion  of  the  several  States 
are  to  be  attributed.  That  fatal  assertion  that  each  bias 
done  most,  which  each  has  made  and  repeated,  until  it  has 
gained  but  too  much  credit,  would  never  have  obtained  a 
place  in  the  minds  of  men,  who  really  love  their  country 
and  cause,  had  the  requisitions  of  Congress  been  made  an- 
nually for  money,  and  the  quotas  fixed  finally  at  the  date 
of  the  demand.  The  compliances  (rf  each  would  in  that 
case  have  determined  their  respective  merits  or  demerits; 
we  should  then  have  seen  a  competition  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  has  for  some  time  past  prevailed  ;  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late.  Let  us  settle  the  accounts  of  the  past  expen- 
ditures, adjust  the  shares  which  each  State  has  to  pay,  but 
let  the  settlement  be  final,  or  we  do  nothing.  And  if  on 
the  requisition  of  men  and  money  for  this,  and  for  future 
years,  the  quotas"  be  finally  fixed,  and  the  compliances  be 
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made  publicly  kDown,  we  shall  baDtsh  that  distrust|  which 
I'  am  sorry  to  say  dow  exists  between  the  States,  and  in 
place  theredf  e»cite  the  noble  ardor,  which  animated  our 
conduct  in  the  conunenceroeoK  of  the  contest.  The  strife 
will' then  be  which  shall  be  foremost  in  contributing  their 
share  to  the  support  of  that  war,  on  the  success  of  which 
dep^s  the  political  existence  of  alU 

A  desire  to  name  commissioners  of  approved  abilities 
and  cliaracter,  has  induced  me  to  delay  such  nominations, 
until  I  can  obtain  information  of  suitable  persons  from  each 
State.  I  shall  very  soon  proceed  in  this  business,  in  such 
manner  as  to  rne  shall  seem  most  likely  to  obtain  honest, 
impartial,  and  equitable  settlements  of  the  publk;  accounts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


.      .  TO    NATHANIEL    APPUITON. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  16th,  1783. 
Sir, 
I  am  indebted  for  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  28th  of 
last  month.     Having  personally  a  great  regard  for  your 
Governor,  it  gives  me  pain  to  disapprove  of  any  of  his 
measures,  and  probably  he  never  could  have  given  cause 
for  blame  by  any  delby  of  the  impost  law,  had  he  consid- 
ered how  many  wiiJbws  and  orphans,  as  well  as  other  de- 
serving persons,  friends  to  their  country  and  its  cause,  are 
deprived  of  the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  by  being 
•  kept  out  of  that  interest,  which'  is  so  justly  their  due,  and 
which  the  revenue  to  be  raised  in  consequence  of  that  law 
was  intejuded  to  disoharj^. 
-  I  know  he  has  a  benevolent  heart ;  1  know  that  he  is 
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generous ;  alid  prineiptes  of  justide  will  always  have  th^lr 
^ropet  influence  over  him.  !  b^g  you  ivill  r^ni'iftd  hiin", 
ih'at  his  generosiiy,  humanity,  end  jtrsticd,  tire  all  cortcetnetl 
in  promoting  ihri  establishment  of  permanent  revenues,  s^- 
ficieni  to  dischiirge  the  imdr6st  of  our  f)ublic  debt.  Nay, 
moi'e,  the  political  existence  of  America  depends  on ,  the 
accomplishnjentof  this  platV.  We  cannot  be  CBlted  a  nation, 
nor  do  we  deserve  to  be  raiiked  antongst  the  nations  of  tlie 
earth,  until  w6  do  justice  to  those,  who  havfe  sei'vetf  and 
trusted  us.  A  public  dehf,  supported  by  pdblic  re^ende^, 
will  prove  the  strongest  cement  to  kefep  ouf  dE>ftfedertiby 
together.  Sound  policy  would  also  dictate,  that  Sn^e  should 
do  justice  to  those  who  have  trusted  us,  in  order  that  We 
may  have  pretensions  m  cfedit  in  futtirte.  We  might 'then 
tax  the  present  mt^  bt  citizens  six  pounds,  instead  of  a 
hundred,  and  leave  posterity  to  pay  the  principal  of  a  debt 
contracted  in  consequence  of  our  distresses  and  necessities, 
but  from  which  (hey  will  derive!  fea^  atid  emolument%  I 
couk)  say  it  gjTeat  deal  more  on  this  subject,  and  probably 
shall  to  the  world  at  large,  if  the  just  measures  of  Congress 
coniimie  to  mcfet  with  such  ill  judged  opposition* 
I  am,  Deidr  Sir,&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


Office  of  Finance,  AprU  17lh,  1782. 
Sir, 

Ih  consequence  of  the  coVnmunications  made  to  rne  by 

his  Excellency,  the  Ch6valtfer  de  la  Lucerne,'  since  his 

return  from  Virginia,  1   shall   protieed   to  draw  ^Wh  upon 

!Mr  Granil  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thousand  Irvres 


monthly ;  so  that  compuiing  the  months  df  January^  Feb- 
ruary, March,  and  April)  I  have  now  to  draw  for  two  mil- 
lions^ of  livres  y  as  I  hope  and  expect  that  the  five  hundred 
thousand  livres,  already  drawn,  may  be  provided  lot  out  of 
the;  ktlaoce  due  on  the  Dotcb  loan.  This  supply  comes 
fno9l  seasonablyy  and-  at  a  more  leisure  momctjt  you  will 
be  obaifod^wkh  ite  proper  ackiiowledgemeiils  to  the  Couft^ 
I  musi  however  repeat,-  thi^  ilie  sum  re<)uested  far  the 
servioeiof  ^if  year  will  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  su^ 
fK>n  the  campaign,  and  perfect  my  arrangeittents ;  it  will 
be:  my  constant  study  to  draw  forth,  our  own  resources  and 
kttMA'OOrdemaiMfe  on  France;  b«H  these  things  require 
time* 

f  4rtd  i«  ttM  be  advantegeoos  to  draw  upon  Holland  and 
C^ldis  as  well  «b  on  Paris;  and,  therefore,  I  request  that 
you  will  desiiv  Mt  Grand  to  give  immediate  ordehi  to 
Messrs  Fizeau,  Grand  &<€o.  in  Amsterdam,  to.  honor  any 
bills  I  may  draw  on  them,  with  directions  to  take  their  re- 
imbursefnetit  on  him,  for  account  of  the  United  States. 
He  must  also  give  similar  orders  to  Messrs  Harrison  &  Co. 
pf  Cadiz,,  and  1  will  furnish  Mr  Grand  with  regular  advice 
of  every  bill  I  draw,  whetl^r  on  btnself  or  either  of  those 
houses..  My  bills  in  the  whole  will  not  exceed  the  sums 
to  which  I  am  limited,  and  the  commission  those  houses 
charge  will  be  paid  ^.Mf  Grand.  I  expect  it  will  not  ex- 
ceed a  half  \yev  isnt;  r$spectio^  which  I  shall  write  to 
tbemf  1 J  am  ipdu^fd  tOidraw  on  tllose  plact'S,  because  the 
«ale  of  bills  will  chereby.be  extended,  and  the  price  belter 
supported. 

.    I  have  thl^  bonpr  to  be,  ^tQ,  . 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  23d,  17B2. 
Dear  Sir, 

You   have  enclosed  herewith,  the  copj  of  an  o^cial 

letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Foreign -Afiairs,  which  contains 

^me  information  on  subjects  that  you  ought  to  know.     It 

lias  been  my  intention  for  some  time  past  to  give  you  a 

detail  of  circumstances,  which  have  happened  since,  the 

•date  of  my  ibrmer  despatches ;    but  the  occurrences  of 

every  day  employ  my  whole  time,  and  engross  my  whole 

attention,  especially  fi>r  the  last  six  weeks,  as  I  have  been 

deprived  of  assistance.     The  first  leisure  moments  sliall  be 

devoted  to  make  you  acquabted  with  the  situa|ion  of  Uiings 

here,  and  in  the  meantime  you  may  indulge  the  pleasing 

idea,  that  system  and  regularity  are  dispelling  the  clouds 

in  which  our.  affitirs  have  been  envetoped. 

1  am,  very  sincerely,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Head  (Quarters,  April  23d,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  cop^t  of  the  contract  you 
have  been  pleased  to  send  me,  under  ^eover  of  your  favor 
of*  the  15th  instant.  It  came  very  opportunely,  a»  I  have 
already  been  bppKed  to  for  a  dettirminatibn  upon  the  points 
submitted  to  my  decision. 

I  am  very  ^lad  to  find  that  an  Intendent,  appointed 
by  you,  is  to  attend  the  army,  and  |o  bear  and  decide 
upon  causes  of  complaint  or  uneaatness>  which  may  arise 
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,  betweeo  the  array  and  the  contractors.  As  w^  are  still 
io  gain  knowledge  by  experience,  other  complaints  than 
those  Whicli  have  already  occurred  may  yet  arise ;  and  I 
shall  bc»  very  happy  to  be  relieved  from  those  troubles  as 
much  as  possible,  f  wish  you  may  be  fortunate  m  the 
appointment  of  this  person,  and  that  he  may  be  with  the 
•arftiy  at  nti  early  period. 

You  may  be  assured,  tlmt  I  am  fully  persuaded  of  the 
impodrtance  and  utility  of  the  present  mode  of  feeding  the 
army,  and  that  I  shall  take  every  occasion  to  impress  the 
same  ideas  npon  the  minds  of  the  officers.  I  am  pleased 
to  find,  that  saving  the  complaints,  which  *have  arisen*  in 
their  execution,  they  are  generally  inclined  to  acquiesce 
and  promote  the  contracts ;  and  you  may  depend,  that  I 
shall  take  pleasure  in  giving  the  gentlemen  con^rned  in 
our  supply,  every  assistance  and  protection  in  my  power, 
consistent  with  that  justice,  which  I  think  is  due  to  the 
amiy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^lc. 

GEOROE  WASHINGTON. 


TO  MAJOR  OKNVAAL  OREENE. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  24th,  1782. 
•        Sh^,  . 

The  several  bills  ycu  found  it  necessary  to  draw  upon 
me  have  been  punctually  honored,  and  I  am  pleased  at 
having  been  able  by  this  means  to  strengthen  your  credit 
and  provide  you  with  money,  which  I  dare  say  will,  agree- 
ably to  your  decfaration,  be  expended  only  on  occasions  of 
pressing  necessity.  Would  it  were  in  my  powter  to  make 
you  perfectly  easy  on  the  score  of  money ;  you  would 
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than  axperienc«  the  ttmorilj  with  wbicb  my  eomjplttiic^g 
would  be  made. 

I  have  observed  by  the  tenor,  of  aeveral  of  your  kuecs  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  confederation,  tiiat  your  eeiuiroeius  ooio- 
cide  entirely  with  my  own.    The  inefficacy  of  tbatJoatnii- 
ineni  it  daily  fek,  «nd  tbe  jvant  of  obligatory  and  cooroiae 
clauses  on  the  States  will  probably  {)e  pooductive  of  ibe 
mostiiEital  ooDsequences,     At  peesent  tbey  ooeteBjt  (betn- 
seives  with  the  assertion,  that  each  has  done  iBOSt,  and 
that  the  people  are, not  able  to  |>a}' taxes.     Languor  and 
ioexertjoB  are  the  ofiiqpcifig  of  .this  doctrino^  and  finally  the 
peeple,  who  are  said  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  taxaHion, 
aotually  pay  double  the  sun»^  that  wouttd  .be  neceissary  in 
the  first  instance.     Noticing  on  my  part  has  been  omitted 
that  [could  think  of,  to  stimulate  them  io-exertions;  and 
I  have  given  them  every  eiicoufi^ement  .to  support  my 
arrangemsMEits,  that  could  be  derived  from  tiegularky,  «)^- 
t^m .  and  economy ;    but  all  this  does  not   produce   the 
effect  it  ought;  there  are  in  every  Legislature,  charac- 
ters 400  fcUiOf  local  Attaebmensts  and  views,  to  permit  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  general  interest.      I  am  perfectly 
sensible,  and  was  the  day  I  became  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  of  thedtffieulties  that  are  to  he  encountered.    I 
know  full  well  that  it  requires  miich  time,  more  patience, 
and  greater  abilities  than  I  claim,  to  bring  the  fioaoces  to 
the  order  in    which    they  ought   to  he  in  every  well 
governed  country.      But  I   apprehend    this  knowledge 
ought  not  to  deter  either  you  or  me  from  centinuing  the 
sU'Uggle  with  those  difficulties.     If  I  had  been  deterred 
by  their  appearaace  from  tbo  acceptance  of  my  ap|»oint- 
ment,  our  affiiirs  would  probably  have  been  worse  than 
thc(y  now  are,  or  if  you  bad  declined  to  oppose  tbe  British 


arms  in  the  ^ntb^  States,  Virginia  might  now  have 
formed  the  bdtnitl&ry  fine. 

Y<y«,4lifreibfe,  toy  Dear  Skf  must  continae  your  exer- 
tions, with  or  without  men,  provisions,  clothing,  or  pay,  in 
hopei^i  thatalV  things  will  conte  ri^ht  at  Ust ;  and  I  will  con- 
tinue mine  until  sof^body  rtiore*  competent^simll  be  found 
to  i^^ve  mie.  Th^  Secretary  at  War  #ill  sajr  everything 
that  IS  tiece^sary  with  respect  to  w*en,  dothSng,  sliori  en* 
IMnf^ts,  ahd  future  op^rati^s. 

Wh b  respect  to  the  pay  of  the  arrty,  we  have  aboHshed 
the  practice  of  partial  paymeht*.  The  oificers  with  you 
wlll'be  furbished  fnontMy  with  their  subslst^ce  ivioney, 
vtnd  let  their  drsfahce  be  what  it  may,  they  shall  have  the 
same  payments  with  those  that  are  nearer;  for  I  never 
will  consent  to  partial  payments  to  long  as  h  depends  on 
me..  H^\^  much  pay  I  shnH  be  aWe  to  make,  depends  ab- 
sdately  on  the  collection  of  taxed  in  the  several  Stater. 
If  they  comply  tolerab)/  WeH  whh  the  tequisiticm  of  Con- 
gress for  the  year  t782, 1  will  make  tolerably  good  pay  to 
the  army  for  that  year,  but  if  the  States  will  liot  (brnish 
the  mi^ttns,  it  ts  impbssible.  Ttie  discontent?  of  the  aririy  ' 
should  injustice  be  directed  to  thie  Legisl^res  of  those 
States,  whtdb  negWct  or  tfelay  to  pay  their  quotai  of  the 
contihental  tax,  and'  it  shalt  be  clearly  known  m  ftlture 
winch'  they  are. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINiA* 

Office  of  Finance,  April  STlh,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  frotTi  the  Miuister  Plenipotentiary  of  France, 
of  tlie  22d  instant}  is  the  ibllowiog  paragraph* 

<'His  Majesty  iiaving  consented  to  furnish  the  State  of 
Virgipia  with  arms,  clotliing,  and  munitions,  for  a  sum,  with 
the  amount  of  which  I  am  unacquainted,  tlie  Minister  desires 
ttmt  Vir^nia .  would  render  an  account  of  tl)e  same  to  liie 
United  States,  and  that  you  wpuld  close  tl^e  business,  and 
the  an^iouut  whirii  has  been  advanced  by  France  to  Vir- 
ginia, stuiH  be  deducted  from,  the  sums  loaned  to  th^  United 
States.'' 

My  answer  of  ibis  date  is  as  follows, 

"With  respect  to  the  sfpplie^Tor  the  State,  of  Vkginla,  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  your  Excel- 
lency^ that  L  coMld  hy  nq  nieans  consider  purchases  made 
for  any  parUcular  State  in  the  Union,  as  properly  charge- 
able  to  the  Unhed  States.  This  was  in  a  letter  of  the  S6ih 
t)f  Novet;nber  last,  in  consequence  Qfyopr  application  re- 
laiMng  boh  to  Maryland  aod  Virginia.  If  Dr  Franklin  has 
asked  the  supplies  on  ttie  credil  of  the  United  States,  they 
will  of  course  be  brought  to  their  account*  But  I  cannot 
conceive,  that  this  has  been  done  by  him,  as  1  do  oojt  ktiow 
of  any  orders  to  do  so  from  the  Congreas.  Your  Excel- 
lency^ vWili,  I  am  c^lfidem,  see  with  me  the  inipropriety  of 
listening  to  the  applications  made  by  separate  States,  and 
be  convinced  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom 
the  administration  is  committed,  to  oppose  these  appear- 
ances of  disunion  in  our  councils;  appearances,  which, 
however  unfounded,  are  not  the  less  injmious.     The  State 
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of  Virginb)  k,  as  you  weH  know,  for  from  being  ningtilar  in 
her  applications  abroad  for  separate  aid,  and  joor  Excel- 
lency is  better  informed  than  almost  any  other,  of  the  evils 
which  have  resulted  from  tifem.  I  do  not  mention  this 
with  a  view  to  blame  those  who  made,  or  those  who 
granted  the  requests,  alluded  to.  On  the  contrary,  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  find,  that  m  some  instances  among  so  many, 
a  fitiUlesa  rcjcourse  lias  not  bciQti  had  to  tlie  purses  of  indi- 
viduals. As  there  is  a  hope  that  these  irregularhies  may 
no  longer  take  pkce,  1  wMlnot  absolutely  deckle,  and 
must  pray  tliat  this  question  be  for  tlie  present  left  open  ;  as 
i  ^ni  extremely  desirous  not  to  injure  the  operations  off 
credit  of  any  particular  State,  while  !  pursue  the  road 
marked  out  by  public  duties.  1  slsatt  transmit  to  the  gbv^, 
ernment  of  Virginia  tliat  part  of  mir  letter,  wiifcb  relates  to 
this  object." 

I  presume  that  it  \tiU  be  unnecessary  to  reinark  to  your 
Exceileney,  bow  incapable  the  United  States  are  of  assum- 
ing burdens  ofdebt,  while  so  little  attention  is  paid  to  put 
the  public  Ireasuiyin  a  situatfon  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  current  service.  I  ihust  pray  to  be  fur- 
nished with  an  exact  account,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the 
sum  due  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  Cortrt  bf  Prance, 
and  of  the  funds  wlHcb  tlve  State  propose  to  dpply  in  dis- 
charge of  it ;  in  order  that  I  may,  if  possible,  take  such 
measures  as  may  preserve  her  credit,  and  not  be  injurknis 
to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  my  duty;  Sir,  on  this 
occaeion,  to  mention  further  tiae  sum  of  sixtysix  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifiythree  livres,  which  were  Expended 
%y  Mr  Lee  in  tite  purdiase  of  supplies  for  yoiir  Sta^e  5 
winch  were  acknowledged  by  a  certifiettte  of  tlie  l^h  (Jf 
Mareli,  1980^  with  a  promise  td  at^eount. 
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Your  l«t|^r  Qi  the  99A  of  Meooii  list  htt  been  r^ehrtd 
iOQ^  iin»e  iigo. 

I  bav#  lb«  honor  to  be,  £to« 

BOBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  T^.ll   %J^B,KT4^Y   or   fOB^OH   A?FAI>i^* 

Oliee  of  Finance,  Apri(  SSTth,  1789. 

Sir. 
HU  K^elkNE^y  tim  Mioistfr  of  France  hftfing  informed 
0)6  o«  \\i0  p%f\  of  hii^  CoMrt»  that;  ooi  e](f raordi^fify,  auios 
will  he  pai4  to  tbe  ^misters  of  the  United  SiWt^  m  Eur 
rope,  I  fnu9t  requjest  that  you  will  furiii^b  mfi  whb  m  ao* 
cpMnt  of  the.  several  aaJlariciB  payable  totheioreign  Mieiar 
tec&aod  ibfiir,  Secretariea;  a«Ki  I  wiU  m^k^oMt  faille  iq 
yoiir  favor  on  the  Banker  of  the  United  States^  ii^  Parie^ 
for  the  last,  quarter,  coiomeiioing  with  the  pres^^  yoa^t  I 
n^Mat,  at  the  same  time,  pray  you  will  r^«ike  of  ifame  gen- 
tlen^n,  the  nfiate  of  tbei4?  aeveral  i^counta  with  the  public 
for  salaries,  thai  the  whole  ouo'  1^  adfuat^c^  aod  aH  iut^Mte 
e^pe^aea  of  th^t  sort  be  chia$e4  under  the  propet  \mA  o/ 
the  Pep^rt9^t  of  Foreign  Afiaira* 
I  bav^  the  boiH>r  to  be,  (O^* 

BPBJBBT  MORRIS. 


TO  THK   OOVSJll^A  OF   MAIin«AJgl>f 

Office  of  finance,  April  30th,  1782. 

Sir, 
(bad  the  honor  to  re|9eive  yotirJ&ncelleiicy'^  letter,  dated 
)q  QoMw^li  Aiwapolia,  Afril,  1783,  previous  to,wlik)bI 
bad  in>inine  of  the  l^b  iostaol,  tr^«^U^  the  Aeta  of 
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Congress^  wbfbb  yon  manioii*  1  tope  they  wilt  meet  the 
wishey  of  yur  Exeelleney  and  of  tto  States  so  tbet  a 
speedy  oompiance  wkb  tb^n  may  forward  tba  great  b«ai* 
nesB  tbef  ave  formed  lo  aeeemptish. 

1  afh  roMefa  obliged  by  your  EKoeUenoy's  observation,  aa 
to  tbetfipoprie^  of  stating  bow  nuiob  mfmey  isrto  be  e3i«^ 
peoded.  Ttie  estimates  of  the  current  year  were  f6rn>ed 
bgr  CZongress ;  llieaooaraoy  of  tfaem  I  camiot  answer  fw^ 
but  rather  indme  lb  think  they  wtU  fall  stort  of  the  object 
proposed.  The*  loose  nranner  in  which  bnetnese  baa  fep* 
merly  been  conducted,  did  indeed  render  it  impracifeable 
to  frame  very  precise  estimates.  That  tfaoae  adopted  are 
not  eoEOrkitant,  wtN  easily  be  seen,  by  comparing  the  sum 
total  with  the  expenditure  of  former  years.  It  is  my  in- 
teDtion  to  show  by  the  exhibition  of  clear  accounts,  bow 
the  public  money  intrusted  te  me  has  been  expended. 
Tbi?.  shall  bft  done  pMblicly,.  and  then  estimates  formed 
agreeably  to  such  accounts  will  be  clearly  understood,  and 
eoaveytbat  sBtirfEKMn  to  the  aaiicdof  every  candid  man, 
tvbidb  I  8«>  deaifiMM  of,  intpartkigt 

Your  fixeelleiiey  will  eatily  penrdire^  that^he  pri- 
mery  alep  muAt  bo  ta  gmni  money ,.and  the  accounting 
fior  it  a.  secondary  one.  I  presume  that  by  the  Aaner- 
lean  Coaalntutii(»i<  the  detenmitation  on  sums  Iq  be 
appropriaied  must  be  vested  in  the  supreme  repre9ell^ 
latiire,^and  I  hope  there  isi  so  Hmeh  eoofideivee  in  the 
wisdom  imd;iiitegyLty  oftbdit  body,  as.  to  l»lieve  that 
they  do  not  ask  forsuma  wbid)  are  Dnoeceasary* 

Before*  I  ebse.  tbb  ktlcc  I  wiJil  pray  leave  to<  repeat 
to  yoisr  £xt»llenoy  ft  sentimentoliten^  expressed  before^ 
that  I  despise  every  scheme  or  system,  which  most 
depend  fiar  itsiauieeisoxi  artery  or  concealment)  and 
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am  coATinced  that  our  credit  will  never  be  iiilly  etttb* 
Ushed,  until  alF  our  public  affairs  are  open  to  the  public 
eye.  I  ardently  long  for  the  arrival  of  that  moment, 
when  I  may  lay  a  state  of  them  before  the  world,  in  an 
account  of  the  moneys  received  and  the  moneys  ex- 
pended, with  the  debts  we  owe,  and  the  produce  of 
the  funds  assigned  for  the  payment  of  them.  Your 
Excellency  13  not  a  stranger  to  many  of  the  reasons 
why  such  an  aeeount  cannot  now  be  framed,  and  will, 
I  doubt  not,  sincerely  coH^perate  with  me  in  removing 
them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JOHK   WENDELL. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  1st,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  yours  of  the  7th  and 
15th  of  April.  From  what  you  propose  with  respect 
to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  in  New  Hampshire,  as 
well  as  from  the  ideas  which  you  say  are  entertained 
of  the  increase  of  my  private  fortune,'!  am  convinced 
that  you  and  otiier  gentlemen  are  alike  mistaken  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  National  Bank,  and  my  oftcial  con* 
nexions  and  transactions.  The  confidence  you  have 
been  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  and  your  oommunioalion 
of  sentiment  as  to  public  aflairs,  require  of  me,  that  I 
I  should  give  sueh  explanation  of  both,  as  the  n^ulti- 
plicity  of  objects,  which  engross  my  attentioo.  will 
permit. 

The  baftkisa  mere  thing,  in  wbkh  any  man  may  be 
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iirteresied,  who  chooses  4o  purchase  stock.  Persoballjr 
I  havm  no  oil>er  concern  in  it,  than  any  other  gentle- 
ar»aa  may  have,  who  pleases  to  invest  his  property  in 
it.  The  government  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
bank;  except  mei*ely  to  prevent  the  Directors,  should 
they  be  so  inclined^  from  extending  their  operations 
in  a  manner  disproportionate  to  their-  capital,  thereby 
endangering  their  credit.  Any  aid  which  tho  govern- 
ment derives  from  the  bank  is  by  lodging  proper  secu- 
rities with  it,  and  borrowing  money  for  short  periods 
an  the  discount  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
which  18  receiving  ninetynine  and  paying  a  hundred  at 
the  end. of  two  months.  The  moneys  so  borrowed 
are  punctually  repaid. 

By  accepting  the  office  I  now  hold  I  was  obliged  to 
neglect  my  own  private  affalra.  I  have  made  no  spec- 
ulation in  consequence  of  my  office^  and  instead  of 
being  enriched  I  am  poorer  this  day,  than  1  was  a 
year  ago. 

You  will,,  from- what  I  iiare  said,  see  two  sufficient 
reasons  against  adopting  the  plan  you  have  proposed. 
That  I  have  not  money,  and  Uiat  I  have  totally  quitted 
commerce  and  con^mercial  projects,  to  attach  myself 
wholly  to  a  business  which  requires  my  whole  atten- 
tion* A  principal  obj^t  of  my  last  letter  was  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  this  circumstance,  and  by  what  I  have 
there  said  I  meant  to  acquaint  you  also  with  the 
manner  of  doing  business  at  the  bank.  If,  for  instance, 
you  draw  a  bill  in  favor  of  your  factor  here  on  a 
merchant  of  reputation,  payable  at  sixty  days'  sight, 
an4  that  merchant  accepts  the  bill,  your  factor  can  get 
ninety  dolkrs  for  every   hundi>ed   of  the   bill   by  dis* 
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eoonting  it  at  the  baok,  aa4  with  thai  nMiiey  ««a  piir* 
ehase  Iho  atticlas  joa  direct ;  but  j#u  miat  Ihtn  bd 
careAftl  lo  make  due  remitUiMM  to  the  merchant  cmi 
whom  you  draw.  If  by  coeoectiAg  yourself  in  this 
oiauner  with  any  gentlenian  ia  trade  here  you  eatt 
derive  any  benefit,  it  will  afibrd  me  a  very  aenaiUe 
pleasure,  but  as  to  myseU,  I  mual  again  repeat,  that  I 
ha?e  quitted  trade ;  and  I  will  add,  that  the  closiog  my 
pasi  dealingif,  which  is  now  the  only  prif ate  object  of 
my  attentioa,  rccfuirea  time^  which  I  Daanot  spare  for 
the  purpose;  and  of  consequenee  it  is,  with  everything 
eke  of  a  private  nalurey  very  much  negliectedr  to^  my 
very  gveal  disadvaAta^e* 
I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT   TO    CONGRBSS   ON    ▲   MEMORIAI^   OF   THE    MER- 
CHANTS  or   PHILADELPHIA. 

Ofltte  of  HbancM^  May  4Cfa,  t78l 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Finance  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  was  referred  the  repdrt  bf  a  <ionin^it-i 
tee  on  a  memorial  of  iiUS  mercfaatits  of  PHiradelphta, 
add'  motibti  thereon,  beg»  lieave  to  report, 

That  the  navy  of  the  United  States  19  not  in  a  sito- 
ation  tb  afford  protection  to  their  c6mmerce,  tibr  can  ill 
be  rendered  equal  to  that  object  for  some  eoh^idcrable 
time,  even  if  the  necessary  iimds  6ouli  be  procured. 
That  there  remaihs  no  mod'e  of  obtaining  sdch  prbte^*- 
tion,  unless  from  the  allies  of  the  United  States,  at  th^ 
powers'  engaged  With  them  in  war  agsiinst  Great 
Britain. 
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That  the  ciMbviieRe  of  the«b  SUIes  is  of  raefa  im- 
poi^tkineev  that  it  is  not  hffprobaUe  the  Court  of  France 
\tottid  afford  permatient  protection  if  in  their  power, 
and  that  ii^  the  ittterim  softie  relief  may,  perhaps^  be 
ohtained  irom  the  fleets  in  the  West  Inrdiee. 

The  ft>lh)wing  reaelutioii  therefore  is  solMmited; 
That  the  Soperintendent  of  Finance  prepare  a  stale- 
hieiit  of  the  todAtnervie  of  the  United  Stated,  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  protection  thereof. 

That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  communicate 
the  same  to  the  Minister  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jeety,  and  cause  appiieatibn  to  be  thereupon  made  by 
the  Minister  of  these  States  to  the  Court  of  Versailles^ 
and  that  the  Superintendent,  as  Agent  of  Marine, 
make  appUeation  on  the  same  subject  to  the  Com- 
manders of  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  West 

Indiee. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRBSIDENT   OF    CONGRJ3S9. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  8th,  1782. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  Minister  of  France,  in  a  late 
letter  to  me  has  officially  declared^  that  in  future  no 
sums  will  be  paid  to  the  Minister^  of  the  Uhited  States 
iti  Europe  by  his  Court.  It  become^  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  maike  provision  for  their  support  here.  I 
iriimediatcly  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs for  dii  account  of  the  annual  salaries  payable  to 
his  Department.  I  hai^  received  it  this  day,  and  do 
myself  the  hotior  to  enclose  a  copy.    I  must  take  the 
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liberty  to  observe,  that  the  sura  is  very  Urge,  and  such 
as  cannot  be  advanced  without  greatly  retrenehing 
from  essential  services,  at  lea^  in  the  preseot  moment. 
It  will,  I  humbly  conceive,  be  necessary  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  taken,  so  that  in  future  all  such  sala* 
ries  as  are  payable  to  foreign  Mi«i»ters  be  advanced  in 
America,  and  negotiated  by  their  respective  Agents. 
This  will  be  honorable  to  the  United  States,  and  I 
should  suppose  more  agreeable  to  tlie  gentlemen  con* 
cerned. 

The  Minister  of  France  has  also  observed,  that  the 
accounts  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  having  become  very  important,  by  the 
greatness  of  the  sums  advanced  and  lent,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  measures  be  taken  to  adjust  4hem,  and 
to  avoid  that  confusaao,  which  would  be  introduced 
by  a  longer  delay.  And  in  consequence,  he  has  de- 
sired that  Congress  would  transmit  to  Dr  Franklin  full 
power  finally  to  settle  those  accounts,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  proper  obligations 
for  securing  the  debt  and  fixing  the  periods  of  payment. 
To  this  he  adds,  that  it  is  not  expected  .  Congress  can 
do  anything  towards  payment  during  the  war,  but  that 
they  will  fix  the  several  epophas  at  which  they  shall  be 
made.       . 

To.^  proposition  sp  reasonable, ,  there  will^  I  pre- 
sume, be  no  objectipn.  The  solidity ^f  the obsejcvfl^tion 
on  which  it  is  founded  cannot  be  called  in  question, 
and  1  am  induced  by  it  tp  extend  the  remark  a  littljc 
further.  The  great  sums  which  remain  unsettled  and 
undetermined  between  the  French  Court  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  alike  unsettled   between    the  latter  and 
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their  public  servants.  How  the  accotints  may  stand  I 
know  not,  but  it  is  my  particular  duty  to  observe,  tb«t 
there  appears  to  have  been  but  h'ttle  received  for  the 
great  sums,  Which  have  been  expended^  and  therefore 
it  is  highly  necessary,  that  the  public  accounts  of  these 
States  with  their  servants  in  Europe  be  also  settled. 
It  shall  be  my  study  in  future  to  prevent  the  existence 
-  of  such  accounts,  but  their  magnitude  as  well  as  other 
circumstances,  makes  me  extremely  solicitous  to  have 
them  adjusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIBCUI^AB   TO    THE    QOVEaMOAS   OF    THK    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  9th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  tljree 
accounts,  which  I  liave  this  day  received  from  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Each  Stale 
will  from  these  accounts  perceive  wbat  still  remains  for  it 
to  do  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
the  i8th  of  March,  1780. 

As  this  is  a  circular  letter,  the  observations  I  make  shall 
be  general,  and  such  as  result  from  a  general  view  of  the 
object.  The  particular  application  of  them,  dependent  on 
local  circumstances,  Will  be  mhde  by  those  to  whom  such 
circumstances  apply.  The  resolutions  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  were  hi  part  directed  towards  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  old  Continental  mcney,  and  the  opinions  which 
may  have  been  formed  as  to  the  issuing  of  a  new  paper 
medium,  the  paying  of  interest  upon  it,  rtnd  the  connexion 
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with  pelation  to  the  old,  9rc  iMOfnateri^)  mder  tb^  pr09«|it 
potatoTviewt 

NoiWng  080  be  more  ctear  an4»iaiple  tbm  ibis,  Uwt 
th^  bills  issued  ^y  Coiigre3s  foe  support  of  tbe  w^r  should 
be  Fedeeoo^  by  taxes.  This  was  oo9,o^pit^'  o^i^  pi  th^ 
resolutions^  ^d  ts  to.  thet  apportiofiaieat,  I  «m  ta  presume 
it  vf^s  as  perfect  a9  the  fluctuatiug.  Datura  of  hutiAin  ^ins 
will  permit^  and  am^  espi^qiaUy,  so,  wheo  tb6>  f^sw:  Ugbtg, 
which  could  bo;  obifii|ifw}>,  n^  th^j  varioHfr  cicowoisinftwe  <rf 
the  several  States,  are  compared  with  the  viery  vAriabJe 
object  of  depreciated  pap^r,  wbicb^  WA9  4^n  io  Qoatem^ 
platiop^.  But,  ^dnMUiNg  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  ap- 
portionment was  not  strictly  right ;  this  must  also  be  ad- 
mitted, that  to  redeem  tbe  paper  was  called  for  by 
principles  both  of  reason  and  justice*  It  wat^  therefore,  a 
duty  of  the  several  States  to  comply  with  the  rec^uisitions 
of  their  sovereign  representative.  For  any  iqequalities, 
either  actually  existing,  or  which  a  subsequent  chj^nge  of 
circumstances  might  produce,  would  admit  pf  a  remedy, 
hMt  a  neglect  of  tbe  resolutions  had  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  injuring  the  public  credit,  weakening  the  public 
operations,  and  risking  our  very  existence  as  a  people* 

But  however  strong  the  motive,  which  should  have 
prompted  a  compliance,  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  some 
of  the  States  may  have  been  in  circuQistances  not  to  admit 
of  tbe  exertion,  and  whether  this  iticapacity  has  arisen 
from  exterior  violences,  or  the  defects  of  internal  polity,  or 
both,  is  in  ope  sensie  i»^material,  becauso  the  eventual  Con- 
sequence isi  the  sfime.  Yet,  tbotigb  charity  .mfty  for  a  time 
overlook  these  defects,  it  becoines.tbe  duty  of  each  State 
to  apply  a  remedy,  if  the  evil  be  in  its^  nature  remediable; 
and  should  they  neglect  what  is  in  their  power,  they  must 
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ext>ect  eomfl8in|$  from  CoogrfM,  )bl«oI  ibe  Mrvaots  of 
Co»greas  fcoui  tbe  other  States^  and  from  (heir  own 
boaoms  tbe  admoRitioos  of  Qoosoieiioe)  whicb  will  beeooie 
more  poigpam  from  «very  n^ifoent's  4^y- 

A  g^oeral  view  of  tbo  aooouota  oow  transmitted,  «iU 
show  at  ai  9ii^e  glance,,  that  laf^e  susna  of  the  old  paper 
stil)  remain  to  be  provided  for,  eod  it  ought,  perhaps,  have 
been  right  in  Congress  to  have  fiiied  ao'  uhtmate  day  of 
redeoipli^Q  far  the,  whole,  and  charged  what  remained  due 
after  that  day  at  forty  for  one  in  specie  to  every  deficient 
State.  This,  I  say,  might  perhaps  have  been  right,  if  the 
ravages  of  war  and  other  local  circumstances  had  not  re- 
quired attention  and  forbearance  as  to  Some,  if  not  all. 
But  it'  cannot  be  dented,  that  many  are  now  in  a  capacity 
to  call  in  by  taxes  their  quota  of  this  paper.  And  those 
who  are,  should  consider  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  men, 
who  hold  it  on  the  iaith  of  §o  many  promises,  such  re- 
peated requisitions,  and  such  sacred  bonds  of  national  faith 
and  hopor.  Wnat  must  be  ^heir  feelings  to  find  those 
promises  violated,  those  requisitions  neglected,  and  that 
faith  disregarded  ?  Can  it  be  expected,  that  while  such 
flagrant  instances  of  national  neglect,  to  call  it  by  no 
harsher  name,  are  rn  the  view  of  almost  every  citizen,  we 
can  possibly  establish  the  fair  reputation  so  essential  to 
public  credit  ? 

The  plea  of  inability  is  not  to  be  admitted,  excepting,  as 
I  have  already  observed,  in  some  very  particular  circum- 
stances. Considering  our  country  in  a  general  point  of 
view,  thiSf  papei^  layingi  dead  ja  afread^  los^^  and  the  only 
question  is,  whether  that  los&' sh^U  Igie^  borne"by  the  whofo 
people  or  only  a  part  of  them.  Those  who  parted  with.  H 
have  recMved  tb^  value,  ajnd  it,  would  be  a  flagrant  in- 
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justice,  that  th«  whole  tax  for  redeeming  it  should  fall  on 
those  who  have  received  it.  Neither  can  it  be  supposed, 
that  if  any  were  inclined  to  promote  such  injustice  it  wodd 
be  borne  by  the  sufferers.  And  whether  these  suflS^rers  are 
individuals  or  States,  the  suffering  is  the  same  ;  the  senti- 
ment, therefore,  nnist  be  the  same,  and  so  will  the  conduct 
be  which  that  sentiment  shall  dictate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  to. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

.  O^ce  of  Finanofr,  May  10th,  1782. 
Sir, 

In  consequence,  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  4th' 
instant,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  stale  of  the 
American  commerce,  with*  a  plan  for  protecting  it.  I 
shall,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congijess,  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  paper  to  the  commander  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  and  make  the  applica- 
tion which  I  am  directed  to  him,  and  to  the  commander  of 
the  fleet  of  Spain.  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  whether  any  application  on  this 
subject  to  the  Court  of  France  would  not  go  with  pro- 
priety through  the  Ofiice  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*MaylZth.  Iliis  dftj  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  a  pttblic 
a«4ience  of  Congrew>  when  he  announced  the  birth  of  the  Pauphin 
of  France.  I  attended  at  the  ceremony,  being  admitted  into  the 
Congress  hall  within  the  bar,  and  I  took  my  place  next  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  the  left  of  the  President,  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
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CIRCULA^R    TO    TH£    GOVERNORS    OF   TH£    STATJES. 
OAee  of  Finance,  May  16lh,  1782. 

Sir, 

1  have  heretofore  taken  occasion  to  observe,  that  the 
fornier  expemlitures  of  the  United  States  were  at  a  me* 
dium  rate  of  twenty  millions  of  dolkrs  anouallytfor  the  sup- 
port of  the  war.  At  the  present  moment,  while  laboring 
under  a  large  debt,  only  eight  miUions  have  been  asked 
for.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that'  the  sum  now  recjuired 
is  as  little  as  can  possibly  answer  the  purpose.  1  venture 
to  say  that  it  is  not  enough.  According  to  the  estimates 
for  the  year  1782,  which  were  laid  before  Congress  by 
the  late  Board  of  War,  (he  present  establishment  of  the 
army  would  require  for  pay,  exclusive  of  the  half  pay,  near 
tliree  millions  and  a  half,  ibr  rations  near  two  millions  and 
a  half,  for  clothing,  abou|  twelve  hundred  thousand,  for 
fojrage  above  three  hundred  thousand,  for  the  Quarter 
Master's  department,  (exclusive  of  articles  on  hand)  above 
eight  hundred  thousand,  fur  military  stores  (e^dusive  of 
articles  on  hand)  neor  two  hundred  thousand,  for  the  lios- 
pitals  (exclu^ve  of  medicifie  and  also  of  sundry  stores  ou 
band)  above  one  hundred  thousand. 

If  to  all  these  be  added  the  sum  of  four  hundred  tliou- 

Affairs  and  the  Minister  of  War  next  to  me.  We  stood  during  the 
whole  ceremony,  as  well  also  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  When  the  ceremony  was  ended,  Mr  LiTingston, 
GtenenU  Lincoln,  Mr  Gouverneur  Morris  and  mytelf,  went  to  hii 
Excellency,  the  Minister  of  France,  to  pay  our  compliments.  After- 
wards we  repaired  to  the  City  Tavern  to  an  entertainment  ordered 
by  Congress,  thence  to  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  at  the  State  House, 
attd  then  to  an  entertainment  given  by  the  Secretary  of  Foreign 
A^rs.    Diarjf, 
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8und  for  the  Departments  of  the  Pay  Office,  Commissaiy 
of  Prisoners,  and  the  varioos  other  contingencies  of  service, 
which  oaturaUy  and  necessarily  arise,  without  mentioning 
the  losses,  which  happen  in  war,  here  will  be  an  aggregate 
amount  of  nine  millions,  and  in  this  sum  nothing  is  esti- 
nrated  for  the  interest  of  our  debts,  for  the  Marine,  and  for 
the  Civil  List,  and  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afliiirs. 

Of  the  various  expenditures,  much  was  to  be  provided 
immediately.  Tiie  heavy  article  of  cfothing,  for  instance, 
was  indispensable.  Many  tbing^  were  to  be  provided 
early,  in  order  that  the  army  might  operate,  and  the  sub- 
astence  is  to  be  paid  for  regularly  and  constantly.  Yet 
the  States  have  not  been  asked  for.  any  money  befoi^  the 
1st  day  of  April ;  and  I  appeal  to  tliem  all,  whether  the 
siopplies  of  money  they  have  afibrded  me  for  the  last  year 
were  such  as  would  enable  me  to  provide  for  the  present. 

A  three  months'  expenditure  was  permited  by  Congress 
to  elapse,  before  the  first  payment  of  two  millions  was 
.  asked  from  the  States ;  but  what  have  they  done  ?  While 
I  write  this  letter  near  ttvo  months  more  are  gone  forever, 
and  a  dishonorable  neglect  endangers  our  country.  Little 
local  objects  have  postponed  tliose  measures,  which  are 
essential  to  our  existence,  so  that  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences are  now  suspended  but  by  a  thread.  Should 
they  fall  on  our  heads,  this  solemn  protest  shall  point  to 
the  real  cause  of  our  calamities.  I  write.  Sir,  to  apprize 
you  of  the  public  danger,  and  to  tell  you  I  shall  eiuleavor 
to  fulfil  engagttncitts^  wWch  I  h©ve  eotered  into  afc^ady, 
that  I  nnffiy  quit  my  station  like  an  honest  man.  Bat  I  vrfB 
make  no  new  engagements,  so  that  the  public  service  must 
necessarily  stand  still.  Wh^t  the  comtequences  naay  be 
I  know  not,  but  the  fault  is  in  the  States.     Tb«y  have  n>»( 
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coQiplied  vviih  the  jreqtifeiti^^  ilf  Coftgrees.  Tbey  have 
nofenabled  mQ  to  go*  on.  They  hnwe  not  given  tneooe 
.shilling  for  ihe  service  of  the  year^  1782,  excepting  only 
the  Stale  of  NcW  Jersey,  Irom  wiiich  I  received  6ve  iIk>u- 
sand  five  hundre«f-dolIars,^  few  dayi  ago,  and  this  is  all 
llf&t  has  ooine  to  4iy  hinds  out  of  two  millions,  which 
,Were  ask^fed  for.         " 

^q^  Sir,  should  ttip  army  ^disband,  and  should  scenes 
of  distress  and  horror  *be  reiterated  and  accumubited,  I 
argaio  lepeat,  Hiat  I  luji  guiltless ;  the  fault  is  in  the  Status  ; 
Uiey.il»ave  been  deaf  to  the  eall^of  Congress,  to  Uie  chiin- 
Ql^'oftriai^ublk;  creditors,  to  Uie  just  denoands  of  a  suSer^^ 
ing  army »' and  even  fo  the  reproaches  of  the  enemy,  who 
aeofflngly  declare,  that  ij^e  American  army  is  fed,  paid, 
and  cIoi4ied  by  France.-  tTbat  assertion,  so  dis!uMK)rabIe 
t0  fifUtertciiD  was  triie,  bu^'^tlie  hindnesaof  France  has  ita 
bv)un^,  and  Qur'army,  unfed,  unpaid^  and  tmclotbed,  will 
have  to  subsist  itself,  or  disband  itself. 
•t  TtiifB  language  may  appear  extraordinary,  but  at  a 
f$lure  clay^  when  cny  transa^^tiotts  shall  be  laid  bare  to 
ptibliic  »view,  it  wiU  be  jufiiifif d«  This  language  may  not 
consist  w^  xh^  ideas  of  dignity,  which  some  men  enter- 
tain. But,  Sii*,  dignity  is  in  duty,  and  in  virtue,  not  iii  the 
sound  of  swelling  expressions*  Congress  may  disoiias 
their  servants,  and  the  States  may  dismiss  their  Congress^ 
bat  it.  is  by  rectitiKle  alone,  that  man  can  be  respectable. 
I  ha v€^  early  dmhteA  our  situatio^i],  a^  far  as  f^rudence 
would  permit,  and  I  am  now  compelleii  to  transgress  tbe 
botKKis  of  prudence,  by  being  forced  to  declftr^,^  tliat 
unless  vigorous  axertjons  are  made  to  put  money  into  ifaje 
irwaMey,  we  tnuat  be  ruined.  I  hav«'  borne  with  delays 
and  diiappoinHneiits  as  lohg  as  I  foiiid,  and  nbtfain^  Imii 
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hard  necessity  m>uld*ha^e  Wcm^  fFom  me  the  tientimeiMS, 
vfhich  I  have  now  ex{>cessed.  *  .  ' 

I  have  the  h^noV  tc^  he,  &c.  * 

ROBERT  »10RRI«. 
:       •     \    ,     -»■ 

TO    THE    PRESIDfjNT   OF    flfONORESS.     * 

Office  of  ^anCe,  May  17th,  1782! 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  cnclosfe  to  •yoor  Sxeel* 
lency  thfe  copy  of  a  cfrcular  letter,  whhsh  I '^  hare 
written  to  the  eieveral  States.  The  sitoation  In'  whfdi 
I  find  myself  is  extremely  delicate.  The  habitoal  In- 
attention of  the  States  has  i'ed^iced  us  to  the  brink  of 
ruiti,  apd  I  canndt  see  a  probability  of  relief  from  any 
of  them*  I  rather  perceive  a  disposition  to  take'^moifejr 
from  ihe  piiblie  treasury,  than  to  place*  any  in  it.  A 
variety  of  causes,  which  Congreiss  iire,  I  presume  ac- 
quainted with,  prevents  the  collection  of  taxei,^and  « 
delays  the  payment  of  them,  evtin  after  they  ^re  eol- 
leetedw  in  many  States  they  are  not  laid.  -J  must 
not  conceal  from  Congress  my  apprehensionsj'Tbat  tie 
idle  hopes  entertained  from  the  changes  of  administra- 
thm  in  Britain  will  increase  that  negligehce,  which  is 
but  too  pTevalent  throughout  the  United- Statfes. 

I  might  add  many  reasons,  why  a  ball'  shoiild  be 
made  in  the  present  critical  momcrtt^  and  it  is  evident, 
that  such  a  call  should  be  couched  in  terms  so  pre^ng, 
as  to  stimulate  if  possible  their  sluggishness  into  exer- 
tion. But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  Evident  that  if  a 
faithful  representation  of  our  distressed  circiimstanees 
should  &11  into  improper  hand«)  it  wtmid  be  prodnc^ 
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tiVfeK)f  the  most  daogerous  consequences.  And  when 
the  number  of  our  iTtteViial enemies,  and  the  designs  of 
our  ex^^nal  pnes  arit^  ^considered,  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  th^t  0uch  a  letter  wou\d  be  handed  about  soon 
%Sx^ii,  its  arrival  fo»  the  illicit  purposes  of  both.  At  the 
^  amue  tiipe,  hftwever,  it  ini|st.be/!Qnsider«d,  that  if  any 
£ital  K^s«qujerHes  should  ensue  from  the  continued 
ntgU^lM>e  of  tbe  States>  .attetnpts.will  b^  made  to 
Jjmtify  it  on  the  jM'inciple,  that  they  were  not  seaspna- 
bly  apprijsed  of  their  danger, , 

^  i  am  ^re  1  need, not, take  up  -more  of  your  time., 
Sir,  i^<.sbQ\yii^btbe  difficulties  with  which  on  the 
present ,  o^cvisjoi)  I  um  snr|foonded.  TJrged  by  them  I 
musi^Ptreot  tbe  apJ4iion  of  Congressi  whether  tbe 
jtftterJQ  question  be  retained  or  transmitted.  I  take 
the)  liberty  furtfier  to  remark,  Sir,  that  thp  declaration 
oootained  m  iS  purporting,  any  inteation  not  to  make 
new,engagci»ent8, 18  short  of  what  I  am  ^uder  the 
©ecesaity  of  dptng  i  for.  the  public  departoxenls  are  now 
absoluUely  at  a  stand  fon  the  want,  of  n^oney ,  and  mAHv 
things  already  comiiw^oced  I  n^ust  desist  from.  This 
pwiROt  be  wondered-  at,  when  it  \%  copsidered,  that 
^ear  five-  mptiUis  of  the  preseut  year  have  eUpsed 
without  my, having  received  anything  on,  a^eount  of 
its  expenditures,  except  the  trifling  sum  of  five  thou- 
:93nd  dye  favoured  dollars  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
letter,  and  that  sum,  ealculatiiig  our  expenses  at  eight 
loilUoi^s  annually,,  is  about  one  fourth  cf  what  is  .naq^-< 
mrj^  to  aypport  mfor  a  nvigle  day, 
I  baye  the  boi>or..^Q  ba,  84c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO   B,    I^ANtJ^. 

Office  dr  Finance,  May  17Si,  1782. 
Sir,  ,. 

In  a  letter  whrch  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  yimr 
Excellency  on  the  l^  of  last  month^l^entioned  the 
communications  of  the  Minister  of  Franc#  here^  hy 
which  I  was  empowered  to  draw  to  tlie  ^inotint  of  %ix 
millions  in  Vnonthly  instalments  of  half  a  million  each^ 
He  has  since  informed  me,  that  no 'moneys  will,  be 
•|1aid  by  his  Court  except  on  my  draft.  '  It  h  ih  eop- 
sequence  of  this,  that  I  have  drawn  ih^  bills  cg|ntained 
in  the  enclosed. letter  to  Mr  Grand,  which  H  lefj^  open 
for  your  perusal.  Your  Excellency  will  be^  plen^d  to 
arrange  this  matter  with  .Mr  6rand>  so  as  test  ^d  ^ 
swer  the  purposes  intended.  You  will  also  be  pleased, 
Sir,  to  pay  over  to  Mr  C^rand  on  my*  amount  ^such 
moneys  belonging  to  the  Unite^  States  as  may  bt  iti 
Europe,  distinct  from  those  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Court  for  the  current  year.      '  "  * 

1  am  6xtren\ely  desirous  of  having  a  state  of  thebe 
matters  so  as  to  know  what  dependence  can  be  madp 
on  the  fun<ls,  which  are  at  our  command.  You  woul^* 
therefore,  confer  upon  me  a  very  particular  obligaiicHi 
by  transmitting  tlie  best  st»tem^nt  in  your  power.  I 
metitioned  to  your  Excellency  in  p,  formef  letter,  thdt 
I  would  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  your  salary, 
more  partteularly  than  I  then  did,  but  1  have  since 
spoken  and  v;riLten  to  Mr  Livingston  with  relation  to 
those,  matters,  and  he  wilt,  I  expect,  write  to  you  and 
to  all 'our  ibrei^  Ministers  very  fully. 
We  have  not  yet  heard  anything  of  the  Alliance, 
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andther^foreepij^de,  that  she  miAM.  bo?e  been  de- 
la  jed  in  I^fupopeu  I  ho[le  thJbs  maty  ha^e  been  Lbe 
<cas9>*for  if  she  aaiUed  oo.tiie  In  etf  Marcb»  eceprding 
tpvmy  ord9Q0y  she  nuifl  have  inet  wlh  mme  unforlu- 
i»0te/9ccMie^t  I  hope  jQen  toheair  from  your  Ei&cel- 
jbrnuy*  Indeed  I  .peOrsu^de  myself,  thit  in  4he  very 
enUieal  stluatl^  of^p^flaijis  «t  {ireseet,  .we  oanaot  be 
long  tvithfMH  ireceivtng  very  importtttiJolelUgeiaee. 
rfl  haive  the  h<4i(ior  tabe^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


.    .    TO   MR.  QHANXl. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782. 

•  Sir, 
,.  I4l  my  letters  ^f  fhe  38th,of  March,  and  8th  of  A-pril, 
I  informed  you  of  tnydf-aftfr  on  yoo  to  the  amo«Mt 
of  five>hundred  th^oaand  livies.  I  hive  since  that 
ii«re>drQwti  sundry  Other  loiUa,  M  of  which  yoo  have 
been  dulyadvi^d.of,  or  will  be  so  ky  thtsconveyartce. 
I  urn  now  vo  ifift>rm  you,  that  hi»  B^c^Uency,  the 
Miuigler  of  France^  hols  gi<ven  me  a^uran^ea  on  the 
IMtart  of  his  6ourt,  that  five  himdred  ^houstmnd  livres  pet 
month,  dttftng  the  year  17S^,'  will  \je  paid  on  my 
drafts,  making  in  the  whole  si)c  mriliohs.  He  has 
also  suggc^ed  te  me  the*  expedient  of  drawing  twelve 
eet<s  of  e»chfilnsce  on  Dr  Franklin,  oar  Minister  Pleni- 
po%ehtiiiry,  fn  favor  of  my  banker,  so  that  the  money 
may  be  in  liis  1\anda>  monthly  at  my  order.  In  eonse* 
<)(£ence  thereof^  I  now  enclose  to  you  twelve  bills  of 
exchange  on  Sr  Franklib>  all  at  thirty  days' ^ight,  anti 
each  forthalf  a^million'.     Whfen  these  bills  arrive  you 
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yf\\\  present  so  ihsii^y  of  tb^siii  for  ac^ptance^ts  that  at 
the  end  of  the  thirty  days  the  amount,  flil||U  be  equal 
to  the  monthly  payments  above  mentioned. ,  .As  for 
instance,  if  these  bills  should  arrive  in  Judy,  you  will 
present  seven  of  them  for  acceptanee/  be^ailiie  by  the 
time  that  the  Uili-ty  days  haVe  elapsed  there  will  te 
due  so  nfany  oC  those  montMy  pSfinetli'.  But  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  other  matters  of  ^arrangeme1«t  with  the 
Court,  you  will  take  the  advice  of  Pr  FrsTtiklin  and 
govern  yourself  accordingly. 

The  several  bills  which  I  draw  on  you  I  wjjl  r^u- 
larly  inform  you  of.  After  the  first  month  has  elapsed 
you  will  present  another  bill  for  ^cceptance^r  and  so  on 
monthly,  presenting  each  month  a  bill.  I  write  also 
hy  this  conveyance  to  Dr  Franklin  to  pay  on  my  ac- 
count all  iltie  moneys  b6l<>nging:  to4^h^  United  Sta^s  in 
£«irope,,  which  may  be  m  his  possession. 

I  wrote  to  Dr  Franklin  on  the  I7th' of  April  to  i«- 
foi>m  yQ\»y  that  I  should  draw  €»n  Mes^r^  Fizeau^Grr^nd 
&  Co.  at  Amst^da^,  and  oa  Messt;^  Harrison  &  Co. 
at  Cadte,  desiring  that  you  would  idireet  those,  houses 
to  honor  my  bills,  and  take  their  reimbuf sement  oh 
you,  whidi  I  now.  confirm.  I  expect  that  the  &ve 
hundred  ^thousahd  livres,  which  are  mentioned  in  my 
letter^  of  the  28th  of  Marchy  aiid  8th  of  AprU,  will  be 
paid  out  of  moneys,  which  were  already  in  Europe; 
and  indeed,  that  still  farther  ^ms  were  there  beldra^ 
ing  to  the  United  States,  beatdies  the  monthly  .pay ;- 
ments  to  be  made  by  the  Qou^t.  as  above  menlioned. 
At  any  rate  you  will  be  in  oash  to  {^ay.  all  thp  i>il}s 
which  I  have  drawn  or  shall. drawi  You  wjH  tak^ 
care  to  transmit  me  a  stale  of  yoor  accounts  by  evtecy 
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opportvrbit|e«,  that  I  Aajt  be  thereby  direeled  io<  ny 
d^rAlioRs.'^ 

I  have  tb^tiopor  to  be,  &c. 

.     HOBERT  MORRIS. 


» TO   MR  ilRANO. 

©ffice'of  Finance,  May  18th,  1782. 

Sir, 

Ocr  #nemte)5  bekig»  U  Wtn^tb  convinced  by  fatal  expe- 
neiice,^  ibat  kfis  in  vain  to  expe<^t  ffae  oonqnest  of  America, 
hifve  now  changed  the  ndode  of  attaek,  and  strike  at  our 
commerce  and  our  resources*  I  have  110  doubt,  but  that 
eventifiiHy  they  wit)  be  foiled  in  this,  as  in  every  other  al^ 
tempt  they  have  made,  but  in  the  interim  between  their 
first  effort  and 'the  period  whieii  must  elapse,  in  prepara- 
tions to  Mmate  tiiB  plan,  we  have  suffered  and  roust  sufifer 
considemblyi^ 

The  commerce  lof  this  country  has  sustained  a  severer 
blow  tharvhas  be^sn  hitherto  felt,  and  the  effects  of  it  mate* 
M\f  inflmjnc*  niy  operations.  The  merchants  deprived 
(if  their  prftpert^  cannot  command  money,  and  of  come* 
(pence  ^nnot  bity  WUs.'  I  am,  therefore,  u*able  to  com- 
mand by  drafts  the  tnoney  in  your  hands.  My  btils  do  pot 
yet  amount  to  a  million  of  lines,  and  will  not  I  believe  ex* 
ceed  that  etnm  when  this  letter  goes  away.  Those  bilk 
will'  not  come  to  you  before  the  month  of  July,  and  the 
greater  part  will  not  be  payable  until  the  end  of  September, 
and  even  Jater ;  but  you  will  be  possessed  of  three  mtUions 
and  abaH'  by-  ihe  first  of  July,  even  if  you  shall  have  re- 
ceived nothmg  from  Dr  FhiukKn  on  the  old  accoonts* 

I  am  ^lelvfofre  to  request  that  you  will  ntoke  three  ship^ 
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ments  of  one  imtidred  thoosand  e oAvns  eaclvpr  tit  bqa<- 
dred  thousand  livres,  making  in  the  whole  eight^bn^ hundred 
thousand  livres.  I  wish  it  k>  be  sent  bjr  t&ee  different 
conveyances,  for  tb«  isake  of^greater  safety,  unless  some 
very  important  convoy  shoajd  offer,  in  which*  case  I  desire 
an  immediate  shipment  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  Tivres. 
I  wish  also,  that  the  nrYoney  be  inverted  if  possible^n  gold, 
because  fopr  prowns  are  .worjli  here  only  four  hwidrrt 
pence,  but  a  louis  is  worth  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
pence,  being  a  idifference  of  tbyre^  »«i4  »  liaK  ptr  oenu 
Bui  that  yoii  may  know  tbeibest.  mode  of  k)|^«sUfig  it,  I 
ba\'e  to  iafomi  you,itliat.  Englisb  gutbeas  arq  wortih  fgibr 
iitmdred:  and  twetiy  penc0,  half  johann^fl  seven  hundred 
aad  twenty  pence,  moidore^  Gve  Inindred  a;id  fotiy  pence, 
mi  Sptmish  pistoles. three  hundred  $fld  Uiirtyaix, pence. 

I  fball  leave,  tfcjs  letier  open  ior  ihe  inspection  of  ,Dr 
Franklin>  to  wbon^  I  shall  enclose  it^  eq||  I  $ML*  request 
him  to  obtain  for  and  communicate  to  you  siicb  infonna* 
tion  fronr)  the  C!ourt  as  may  be  neo^Hsary  for  your  direcnbn 
in  tbia  business.  I  wisii  tliat:  the  sbiptnents  of  money  ro«y 
if  pofi^Ue  be  on  board  of  tbe  aatne  ve^els'4n  whicb  tbe 
xnomf  shall  be  sent  for  the  use  of  tbfe  Frenftb  army  (k 
nary  liere*  I  wrote  to  you  on  thfe  3d  of  December  last, 
nequestiag  yoRl  to  psiy  to  Messrs  Couteuk  &i  Co.  fot  ac^ 
ooiint  of.  John  Ross  two  hundred  thousand  liiTes,  and  for 
aeoount  of:  Wtlliatu  Bingbara  ode  hundred  thousand  litres, 
tft  John  Holkerfor  account  iof  John  Holker  fils ;  conceiving 
that  you  would  be  in  easb  for  tbe  purpose,  from  the  ban 
opened  in  Hollimd  for  our  use.  .. 

I  hope  before  this  reaciiea  you,  that  those  sums  tvlH 
have  been  paid ;  and  you  will  obierVb  it  is  mf  wish,  tbtt 
asweH  those  as  tbe  billa  mentioned  in.  my  letters  of  the 
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9th  and  28th  of  March,  shoUld'^be  paid  out  of  that  loan, 
but  if  that  cannot  be  dime,  you  will  then  make  payment 
frim  any  other  m6'neys  whi^h  niay  be  in  yoar  hands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,.££b. 

HOBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  ME98AS    L£   COUTEULX   &   CO.* 

€MBfie  of  Finanpe,  May  18th,  1783. 
Gendemen, 

I  pray  that  you  will  receive  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
accurate  and  punctual  manner  in  «vi)ich  you  have  performed 
the  business  of' the  United  States,  which  I  have  placed  in 
y#ur  bands,  and  be  assured^ that  it  shall  always  commaiid 
my  attentioi).  .1  shoiilid  fitive  lodged  in  ymir  hands  very 
constderaib^e  sunoa  on  their  account,  subject  to  my  disposi« 
tion,  but  P^Fradklin  havin'g  recoiDmended  to  me  in  a  very 
particular  inanner  Mr  Gr&nd,  whom  be  had  formerly  em- 
ployed, nol  only  for  his  punctuality  as  a  banker,  but  also 
for  bis  zeal  in^he  American  cause,  which  he  had  early  and. 
waroDly  espoused,  and  evidenced  his  attachment  by  liberal 
advances  of  money  on  the  credit  of  their  commissioners, 
before  the  Court  had  acknowledged  thenr.  as  a  nation,  I 

*  May  20<A.  This  evening  I  met  Mr  Madison,  Governor  Rutledge, 
Mr  Clymer,  Mr  Lovell,  and  Mr  Root,  the  Commiltee  of  Congregg 
appointed  tcveonfer  with  me  on  the  subject  of  my  letter  to  Congress 
of  Uie  17th  instant,  enclosing  an  intended  circular  letter  to  the 
States.  I  laid  before  these  gentlemen  a  true  picture  of  our  present 
situation,  but  after  much  conversation,  they  appeared  to  be  disin- 
clined to  sending  the  circular  letter,  and  I  proposed  sending  suitable 
pertfooBto  the  sereral  States,  to  make  pi^per  representations  to  the 
Esecmtlvjas  and  Legislatures,  which  they  seemed  to  prefer,  and  on 
which  they  are  to  consult  and  report  tomorrow  morning.  Diary. 
VOL.   XII.  21 
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thought  it  my  duty  to  empk:iy  him.  But  1  tbiok  it  more 
thfm  probable,  1  shall-  have  occasioivjbr  aDoth6*  baukeri  on 
particular  occasions  and  negotiations,  aa<t^  I  shall  take  tlm 
liberty  in  every  such  instance  to  employ  you,  genttemen, 
not  ill  the  lea^t  doubting  a^ontinuance  of  your  punctuality 
and  attentioh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  kxi.  f 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

*Office  of  Finance,  May  23d,  1782. 

Sir,-  >**' 

The  Minister  has  been  so  kind  as  to  delay  his  exprenr, 
until  1  could  i^ite  this  letter.  *^o»  mention  in  yours  of 
the  4th  of  March,  that  on  Friday  {then)  last,  the  "dVlinistiBr 
informed  you  that  we  should  have  six  miUk>ns;^pliid  quar^ 
teriy,  and  that  you  should  now  he  able  lo  face,  the  loan 
office  and  other  bills,  and  your  acceptances  in  ^»or  ofM. 
de  Beawmarchais. 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  disputes  \;^bieh  have 
subsisted  with  respect  to  M.  de  Beaumarcbais'  demand. 
Whether  or  not  the  moneys  were  originally  advanced  to 
him  by  the  Court,  is  not  at  present  to  be  brought  into 
question  by  me,  because  it  involves  many  things^,  which 
are  better  Ddjm^ed  by  lite  Court  theniseiveSi  than  by  any 
cbmmuriicatiofts  to  or  with  others.  I  am  only  to  observe, 
that  if  the  very  considerable  sum,  which  is  now  payable  to 
that  gentleipan  forms  a  deductipn  from  the  pecuniary  ^id 
afforded  us,  the  remainder  wiii  be  extremely  n»eompe«en| 
to  the  purposes  itttended  by  it.  Tliere  can  be  no  do&bt 
that  your  acceptances  must  be  paid,  but  I  have  always  ex- 
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pc$6t64  tlmt  yoti  would  have  been  enabled  to  do  it  by  a 
special  gradt  for  ikkt  purpose  or  ^by  an  assumpiion  of  (he 
paynient  on  <  ibe  ftn  of  the  Court'  I  ahall  not  enter  into 
4he  mede  of  airanging  Ibi?  busmesS)  but  I  must  not  re- 
frain from  observing,  thttl  the  great  object  now  is  to  prose- 
cute the  war,  that  the  r  articles  whi(^b  may  have  been  fur- 
nisbedfor  the  sum  payable  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  must 
long  since  have  b^en  applied  and  expended,  thct  our  ne- 
cessities now  are  ^s  pressing  as  they  possibly  cttn  be,  and 
that  everything  which  adds  to  their  weight  is  extremely 
distressful. 

*  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  I  have  already  made  my 
dispositions  as  to  the  six  millions  granted  ibr  the  current 
year.  I  shall  go  on  to  draw  ns  occasion  offers,  for  all  the 
moneys  ^faich  may  be  in  JMr  Grand's  possession,  making 
allowance  for  the  shipments  of  money,  directed  in  my  let- 
tersTto  him.  If,  therefore,  any  part  of  this  sum  should  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  it  might  produce  the  most  dangerous 
consequences. 

With  respect  afl4  fateem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


^       TO   TH£   PRBSIOSNT   OF    COKGRE?S8. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  23d,  ]782. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency 
copies  of  letters,  the  former  from  Dr  Franklin  to  me  of  the 
4th  ^f  iVlarch,  and  the  lauer  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
to  him  of  the  6th  of  February.  With  these,  I  send  tlie 
best  sketch  I  have  been  able  to  form  of  the  slate  of  the 
public  moneys;   from  which  Congress  will  perceive  that 
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every  soti  we  can  coipmand  durfng  th«  year  17^  is 
already  anticipated.  ^^Ue^  will  period ve  that  the  pe- 
cuniary sttpplies  of  178  L  an4:l782  amountic  after  deducting 
the  expenses  on  the  loal),  to  twentyfive  and  a  half  tmiilions 
of  livres,  and  that  there  are,  (incbding  the  two  million  two 
hundred  thousand  livres,  "app.ropuated  to  the  inierest  of 
Loan  Office  certificates)  ten  tnillions^  besides  the  sum  ex- 
pended in  Holland,  whicli  have  already  passed  and  are 
now  pasting  through  the  hands  of  Dr  Franklin^  and  of 
which  not  a  livre  has  been,  or  ever  will  be,  applied  to  die 
current  service. 

If  to  this  be  added  above  two  aiillioos  and  a  half  due  on 
Beaumarchais'  Eills^  we  shall  have  an  anoounit  of  about 
twelve  and  a  half  millions,  being  at  lea3t  one  half  of  all  the 
moneys  obtained  abroad  for  the  service  of  tlie  year  1781 
and  1782.  And  we  shall  find^  that  thits  gi^eater  half  is 
totally  consumed  in  paying  the  principal  of  some,  and  the 
interest  of  other  debts,  which  have  been  contracted  before 
that  period.  I  shall  make  no  further  comments,  on  these 
things.  They  are  before  Congc^ss,  and  will  speak  -for 
themselves.  I  have  only  to  lan:ent,  that  the  situation  to 
which  our  affairs  have  been  reduced  is  such,  that^  the 
greatest  exertion  which  our  ally  can  make  in  our  favor  is 
barely  sufficient  to  satisfy  present  engagements,fand  that 
the  knowledge  of  such  aid  only  confirms  the  inattention  of 
our  own  citizens  to  those  distressing  circumstances  which 
it  does  not  relieve. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  8^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TU    piE    PRESIDENT   OF    CO^ORESS. 

OilM  of  FlDttM,  May  Snh,  178B. 

.  V  Sir, 

1  do  myself  tlie  honor  (o  enclose  certain  infornnationy 
which  I  have  just  received  in  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
Froiice.  I  take  thi^  occasion  to  mention,  that  it  is  some 
time  since  M.  de  la  Luzerne  communicated  to  me  the 
grant  of  his  Court,  which  was  made  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember last.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  the  persuasion  I 
have,  that  this  grant  was  made,  on  the  Minister's  represen- 
tations, and  I  cannot  omit  testifying  to  Congress  my  grate- 
ful sense  of  his  conduct,  and  my  conviction,  that  his  en- 
deavors have  not  been  wanting  still  further  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

I  should  earlier  have  communicated  my  intelligence  of 
the  loan  in  question,  but  1  wished  to  receive  the  details, 
which  would  enable  me  to  judge  how  much  of  it  was  at 
my  disposition.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  expect  they 
would  have  been  so  unfavorable.  I  was  restrained  also  by, 
an  apprehension^  that  the  exertions  of  the  States  would 
rela;,  when  they  should  learn  that  any  foreign  aid  could  be 
obtained ;  and  the  situation  of  our  commerce  was  such, 
that,  if  I  had  been  enabled  to  draw. for  much  larger  sums, 
it  would  have  been  of  no  avail,  as  I  could  not  have  got 
money  for  the  bills. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


Information  mentioned  in  the  above  Letter. 

The  King  never  promised  any  subsidy  to  the  United 
States,  and  all  the  sums  which  they  haye  received  from 
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bim  have  been  lent  or  freely  given.  AH  those,  which  have 
been  advarxed.  after  the  6th  of  February-,  1778,  are  to  be 
reptid  hy  \h»  Uaited  Suteb  except  the  six  millions  given 
last  year.  All  the  rest,  whether  furnished  In  mbnty  or  in 
value,  is  a  debt,  which  they  have  contracted  with  his 
Majesty. 

These  advances  have  been  made  at  the  folldwing 
periods,  and  are  payable  with  interest,  conformably  to  the 
acknowledgements  and  obligations  of  Dr  Franklin. 

,  tiviev.  , 

In  1778,  ''  3,000,000 

In  1779,  1,000,000 

In.  1780,  4,000,000 

In  1781,  10,000,000 


Total,  18,000,000 

From  this  sum  must  be  taken  the  gratuitous 

subsidy  granted  last  year  of  6,000,000 

Remains  12,000,060 

To  this  must  be  added,  1st  the  produce  of 
the  loan  in  Holland,  10,000,000 

2dly,  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  current  year,  6,000,000 

Total  of  the  capital  of  the  debt  contracted  by 

the  United  States  with  his  Majesty,  28,000,000 

i  am  ordered.  Sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  demand,  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  make  before,  to  the  purport  that  Con- 
gress should  authorise  Dr  Franklin  to  consolidate  the 
principal  and  interest  of  that  debt,  by  an  obligation  in 
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proper  fbrm*  You  am  so  finaly  rescAred,  Sir»  to  pre* 
servo  the  order  you  have  introduced  into  your  departmed, 
that  it  would  be  supMuotis  to  reiterate  to  you. the  atsnr- 
anoe,  thai  fab  Majesty  wiH  uoder  no  pretext  exceed  the 
sum  of  six  millioos,  which  he  lias  deiertmnod  to  advanoe 
to  the  Uioited  Slates  for  the  ^urreBt  year.  This  exectp 
neasy  whiehis  inc^ail  cases  indispeusaUcv  has  become  still 
cnoVe.sQ  now,  that  the  enemy  seem  determined  le  adopt 
a  system )  whioii  obliges  us  to  torn  the  greatest  part  of 
our  resources  ta  a  marine;  1  am  perstnided,  Sk,  that 
you  e)an  hoiv^  no  doubt  a^  to  the  iiitere;rt  ot  Loan  CMke 
certrfieates,  and  that  you  will  not  consider  it  as  being  at 
our  expense,  aeettfg^  that  no^  engagement  of  tbst  sort  has 
ever  been- taken  by.  i».  If  bills  for  this  interest  should 
eentioue  to  he  Forwarded,  thoec  who  drvw  must  provide 
for^the  payndent  ^  tbem; 

'   ^     K      .  LUZERNE. 


to  b;  franklin. 

^  Ofllice  of  Finance,  May  29th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  jdo  iliyself  the  Horror  to  encFose  you  copies  of  two 
Acta  of  Confess,,  one  q(  the  54h  of  June,  and  the  other  of 
fhe  18th  of  June,  1779,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  M.  de 
Bettumarchais. 

Yoii  wjir  observe,  Sir,  that  you  werie  authorised  to 
pledge  the  ftiith  of  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  V^r- 
saiRes  for  Obtainitig  money  or  credit  to  honor  the  drafts  on 
you.  There  is  ^  mysteribusness  in  this  transaction  arising 
from  the  very  natufie  of  it,  which  ^ill'  not  admit  of  expla- 
nation here,  neither  can  you  go  so  folly  into  an  explanation 
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with  the  Court.  M.  de  Beaamtrcbcis  certainty  had  not 
funds  of  his  own  to  make  such  considerable  expenditures ; 
neither  is  there  any  reason  to  beiiev^  that  he  had  credit. 
If  the  Court  advanced  ^nooney  it  must  be  a  secret ;  but 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  an  order  in  your 
favor  for  the  sum  necessary  jp  pay  those  bills,  anc^  there- 
fore, measures  might  be  taken  to  obtain  from  *him  the 
reimbursement  of  any  sums  he  might  have  received. 
Consequently,  there  would  be  no  actual  aduance  of  tn^ney 
made,  as  tlie  whole  might  be  managed  by  the  passing  of 
proper  receipts  from  you  to  the  Court,  from  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais  to  you,  and  from  the  Court  to  him.  s 

I  wish  that  you  would  apply  on  thii  subject  and  get  it 
adjusted.  The  diverting  from  a  loan,  for  the  service  of 
the  current  yeat,  so  considerable  a  part  fts  that  due  to  IVk 
de  Beaumarchais,  will  defeat  the  object  46r  which  it  was 
granted.  It  ought  not,  therefore,  tojse  ^ne*  if  possible 
to  be  avoided. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  fac*    *         *•' 

ROBEllT  MORRIS. 


TO   DANIEL   CLARKE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  30th,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  received  your  letters  of  the  7ih,  9th,  14lh,  18th,  jmd 
21st  of  May.  The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
passed  on  the  20tb,  have  been  submitted  to  CongresSf 
and  they  have  referred  the  matter  to  Mr  Rutledge,  and 
Mr  Clymer,  two  of  their  members,  who  are  going  on 
special  business  to  the  southward.  Your  letters  contain  a 
great  many  particulars,  wWch  I  shall  briefly  enumerate, 
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and  take  notice  of ;  many  of  them  are  of  a  private  and 
personal  nature,  and  therefore  ought  not  in  any  case  to 
have  influenced  the  determinations  on  *a  matter  of  great 
public  importance.  I  should  pay  no  attention  to  them,  if 
I  were  not  pei'suaded,  that  the  desigp  is  not  so  much  to 
injure  me,  as  to  involve  the  national  affairs  committed  to 
me. 

I  find  there  are  made  against  me  personally,  the  follow- 
ing charges. 

1st.  That  I  have  robbed  the  Eastern  States  of  their 
specie. 

2dly.  That  I  am  partial  to  Peimsylvania,  being  com- 
mercially connected  with  half  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

3dly.     That  I  am  partial  to  the  disaffected. 

4tlily.  That  I  have  established  a  bank  for  sinister 
purposes.  ^ 

5thly.  That  my  plan  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  are  to 
keep  Virginia  poor,  and 

Gthly.  That  with  the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  Mr 
Coffin  1  am  engaged  in  speculation. 

As  to  the  first  point,  1  believe  the  Eastern  States  have 
a  very  different  opinion  of  the  matter,  although  there  may 
be  one  or  two  persons  in  some  part  of  those  States,  who 
from  their  great  latitude  of  conscience,  would  not  scruple 
to  assert  what  they  know  to  be  false.  Those  who  make 
and  respect  such  assertions,  must  be  content  to  pass  for 
the  authors  and  inventors  of  untruths,  with  design  to  injure 
the  public  service  and  sow  dissensions  among  the  States. 
I  have  not  received  from  the  Eastern  Slates,  any  more 
than  from  the  Southern  States,  one  shilling  of  specie^  since 
I  was  appointed  to  my  present  office,  although  1  have  sent 
VOL.  XII.  22 
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very   considerable  sums  from  hence,  both  eastward  ami 
southward,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required. 

As  to  the  second  point,  that  I  am  commercially  con- 
cerned with  half  the  nierchonts  of  Philadelphia,  if  that 
were  as  true  as  it  is^  false,  the  conclusion,  that  I  am  par- 
tial to  Pennsylvania  would  by  no  means  follow.  A  mer- 
chant, as  such,  can  be  attached  particularly  to  no  country. 
His  mere  place  of  residence;  is  as  merchant  perfectly 
accidental,  and  it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  conclude, 
that  an  American  residing  at  L'Orient,  and  trading  to 
China,  must  be  partial  to  the  French  and  Chinese.  I 
know  that  this  story  of  my  partiality  to  Pennsylvania  has 
been  very  assiduously  circulated,  and  has  obtained  an  ex- 
tensive currency <  It  was  supposed  that  I  must  be  partial 
to  Pennsylvania,  because  I  reside  in  it.  The  assertion 
therefore  was  made,  and  the  contracts  I  had  entered  into 
were  brought  as  the  evidence  to  support  it.  I  have,  re- 
ceived from  Pennsylvania,  for  the  service  of  the  last  year, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  besides  a  war- 
rant on  their  treasury  for  near  ninety  thousand,  which  is 
not  yet  paid.  The  contracts  in  Pennsylvania  have  not 
amounted  to  that  sum.  is  there  a  State  in  the  Union, 
which  can  say  i  received  from  them  one  shilling  for 
the  last  year  ^  There  is  not  one.  But  1  can  demonstrate 
that  while  I  was  charged  with  this  partiality,  I  had  ex- 
hausted my  credit,  and  supplied  every  shilling  of  money, 
which  I  could  command  from  my  private  fortune,  to  sup- 
port and  succor  th^  Southern  States.  But  this  was  not 
from  a  partiality  in  their  favor,  for  I  will  neither  endeavor 
to  ingratiate  myself  with  them,  on  such  principles,  nor 
subject  myself  to  the  ignominy  of  just  reproach  from  others. 
It  was  for  the  general  good. 
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That  I  am  partial  to  the  disaffected  is  among  those 
threadbare  topics  of  defamationy  which  have  been  so 
generally  applied,  that  they  have  lost  their  effisct. ,  But  I 
have  remarked,  that  this  particular  aspersion  is  generally 
cast  on  those  who  least  deserve  it,  and  by  those  who  are 
in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  disaffected  themselves.  I  am 
not  very  sorry  for  this  charge,  because  it  shows,  that  while 
I  have  inveterate  enemies,  they  bav6  ooChiog  to  allege 
against  me,  and  must  resort  to  the  regions  of  fiction  for 
the  ground  of  calumny. 

That  I  have  established  the  bank  I  shall  confess.  That 
bank  has  already  saved  America  from  the  efforts  of  ber 
avowed,  and  the  intrigues  of  ber  concealed  enemies ;  and 
it  has  saved  her  from  those,  wlio,  while  they  clamor  loudly 
against  the  administration  for  doing  so  little,  sedulously 
labor  to  deprive  it  of  the  means  of  doing  anything.  The 
bank  will  exist  in  spite  'of  calumny,  operate  in  spite  of 
opposition,  and  do  godd  in  spite  of  malevolence.  If  there 
be  sinister  purposes  in  view,  it  must  be  easy  to  show  what 
they  are;  The  operations  of  a  bank  are  such  plain  nrat- 
ters  of  arithmetic,  that  those  who  run  may  read.  There 
is  nothing  of  mystery,  disguise,  or  concealment.  If,  there- 
fore, these  sinister  views  cannot  be  sliown,  (and  I  know 
that  they  cannot)  that  defect  of  proof,  after  the  charge 
made,  is  itself  a  proof  that  the  thing  does  not  exist.  But 
the  matter  does  not  terminate  here.  A  grodndless  un- 
founded opposition  against  n)easures  of  public  utility,  must 
procJeed  from  som^  cause.  If  it  proceed  from  an  oppo- 
sition to  the  public  interests,  their  conduct  is  dangerous ; 
but  if  it  proceed  from  aversion  to  me,  I  pity  them. 

That  I  should,  or  that  Pennsylvania  should  have  a  plan 
to  keep  Virginia  poor,  is  a  strange  assertion.     I  believe 
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that  Pennsylvania  will*  probably  be  rich,  the  soil  and  climate 
are  good,  and  the  people  are  quiet  and  industrious. 
Their  rulers  also  begin  to  be  sensible  of  their  true  in- 
terests. They  encourage  commerce,  have  laid  aside  all 
the  idle  systems  of  specific  supplies,  and  content  them- 
selves with  laying  money  taxes.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  such  a  people  must  become  rich.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  Virginia,  or  any  other  Slate,  be  poor,  it  must  be 
their  own  fauh.  Prudence,  diligence,  and  economy,  pro- 
mote national  prosperity ;  and  vice,  indok»nce,  and  prodi- 
gality, involve  national  ruin.  I  am  so  Air  from  wishing  to 
i  rpnverish  Virginia,  that  I  have  constantly  labored,  both 
in  my  public  and  private  applications  to  bring  about  those 
measures,  wiiich  am  calculated  to  make  her  wealthy  and 
powerful,  in  the  moment  of  cool  reflection  this  will  be 
acknowledged  ;  whenever  my  measures  are  adopted,  it 
will  be  knownj  and  in  that  moment  those  who  from  igno- 
rance, or  wickedness,  have  opposed  themselves  to  their 
country's  good,  will  be  known' and  despised.  The  charge 
of  speculating,  in  conjunction  with  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress and  Mr  Coffiu^  is  one  of  those  fooKsh  things,  which 
are  not  worth  an  answer^  The  whole  business  was  known 
to  the  General,  and  after  him,  to  a  cotnmittee  of  Congress, 
before  anything  was  done. 

You  tell  me  further,  i4rat  there  are  jealousies  and  resent- 
ments against  Congress,  for  a  design  to  curtail  the  terri- 
tory of  Virginia ;  that  it  is  alleged  no  money  can  come 
into  the  country,  while  bank  notes  and  bills  on  Philadel- 
pliia  will  purchase  tobacco ;  ami  that  the  enemy  having 
failed  to  subdue  Virginia  by  force,  would  now  try  the  arts 
of  seduction,  wherefore  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  in 
preventing  any  intercQprse  with  them.     As  to  any  design 
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in  Congress  to  curtail  Virginia,  if  there  be  sueby  I  know 
j[)oibing  of  it.  Congress  will  undoubtedly  pursue  the  line 
of  justice,  and  might  be  justly  offended  were  they  charged 
with  that  design,  which  you  say  has  ofionded  Virginia, 
There  was  a  time  when  Pennsylvania  clamored  loudly 
against  Congress.  It  impeded  the  public  service,  and  in- 
jured the  reputation  of  Pennsylvania,  without  producing 
any  good,  much  less  a  counterbalance  for  the  evils,  wiiich 
,  it  did  produce.  Happily  all  those  heats  have  subsided, 
and  Pennsylvania  is  now,  what  I  hope  Virginia  will  soon 
be,  the  zealoua  supporter  of  Congress. 

The  means  of  bringing  money  into  a  country  are 
very  simple,  being  nothing  more  than  the  creating  a 
demand  for  it.  If  every  man  be  obliged  to  get  some 
money,  every  man  must  part  with  something  to  get 
money.  This  makes  things  cheap,  and  those  who 
have  mooey  always  choose  to  expend  it  where  things 
are  cheapest.  But  what  is  the  predilection  in  favor  of 
specie  ?  If  bank  notes  answer  the  purposes  of  money 
the  man  who  receives  them  has  every  benefit,  which 
he  could  derive  from  specie.  If  they  will  not  answer 
those  purposes,  no  man  will  receive  them';  and  then 
Virginia  will  not  be  troubled  with  thenci.  If  money  is 
due  from  Virginia  to  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland,  it 
must  go  thither,  and  the  only  way  to  get  it  back  again 
is  to  sell  something  cheaper  than  Pennsylvania  or 
Maryland  will  sell  it.  As  to  any  profit  made  by  the 
bank  in  issuing  their  paper,  gentlemen  in  Virginia  may 
easily  share  it  by  purchasing  stock,  which  can  be  had 
here  for  the  subscription  and  interest. 

That  the  enemy  have  been  foiled  in  their  attempts 
to  subdue  Virginia  is  true,  and  whe^i  we  recollect  the 
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means  by  which  they  were  foiled,  it  will  not  oiily  ob- 
Tiate  the  charges  of  partiality,  but  show  the  advan- 
tages of  unanimity ;  and  ought  to  become  a  motive  to 
cultivate  harmony  and  excite  exertion.  That  the 
enemy  will  try  the  arts  of  seduction  I  verily  believe, 
er  rather  that  these  arts  have  been  tried,  but  I  do  not 
believe  they  have  the  will  or  the  power  to  buy  many. 
It  will  sufficiently  answer  their  purposes,  if  they  can 
promote  disunion  among  us,  because  our  concord  is  our 

Honly  safety.  To  produce  disunion  nothing  more  is 
necessary  than  to  set  at  work  a'  few  turbulent  spirits. 

''Neither  do  I  see  that  they  need  bo  at  the  trouble  of 
sending  ships  into  the  harbors  of  the  several  States, 
because  such  negotiations  may  be  accomplished  with- 
out that  trouble  or  parade. 

You  tell  me  that  the  Executive  of  Virginia  refused 
the  passports,  because  they  deemed  the  commerce  and 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  to  be  dangerous*  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  commerce  with  the  enemy  is 
not  only  dangerous  but  highly  reprehensible,  and  if 
the  transaction  in  question  could  be  considered  as  a 
commerce  of  that  sort^  I  would  readily  join  in  the 
censure.  But  if  there  was  a  commerce,  it  was  by  the 
Capitulation,  and  the  present  object  relates  only  to  the 
mode  of  paying  a  debt  already  contracted  under  that 
solemn  agreements  ' 

You  tell  me,  also,  that  it  is  the  Grovernor's  opinion, 
that  the  State  should  have  the  benefit  resulting  from 
the  passports,  because  the  undoubted  power  of  granting 
such  passports  is  in  the  State ;  and  in  another  letter 
you  say  it  has  been  urged  in  argument,  that  Congress 
have  no  right  to  grant  the  passports.     As  the  right  is 
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thus  brought  in  question,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that 
should  that  right  be  ih  Congress,  the  Governot's  ai^u- 
ment  must  operate  in   their  faf or.     If  I  ani  rightly 
informed,  their  right  on  this  occasion  is  not  only  un- 
questionable, but  it  is  exclusive;  and!   am  told  that 
numerous  instances  have  occurred  in  which  vessels  ' 
having  passpoHs  Yrom  one  Stale  have  been  captured  by 
the   privateers   of  another  State,  and  been   adjudged 
lawful  priie.     Judge  Griffin,  who  is  now    in  Virginia, 
can  doubtless  give  information  on   this  subject,  and  if 
one  couldx  be  allowed  to  determine  where  tthe  right  is 
from  where  it  ought  to  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  it  must  be  in  Congress.     If  this  be  so,  then  the 
assertions  about  delivering  the  rights  of  Virginia  into 
the  hands  of  Congress,  must  be  considered  as  nothing 
more  than  mere  flowers  of  rhetoric,   which   are  very 
good  to  please  an  audience,  but  ought  not  to  influence 
or  convince  a  legislative  body. 

How  it  can  be  said,  that  these  passports  contravene 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  for  confiscating  British 
manufactures  within  the  United  States,  lam  at  a  loss 
to  conceive,  and  shall  be,  unless  it  can  be  proved^  that 
tobacco  is  a  British  manufacture.  For  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  it  is  intended  to  confiscate  that  property, 
which,  having  been  secured  by  the  capitulation,  is  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  law 
must  always  be  taken  notice  of  and  respected  by  the 
municipal  law  of  every  civilized  country.  As  to  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  which  may  be  contravened  by  it,  I 
cannot  speak  decidedly,  but  I  have  a  pretty  strong 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  and  it  will 
preseiitly  be  assigned.     But  of  all  things  in  the  world 
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the  most  ridiculous  is  the  assertion,  that  this  would 
give  cause  of  complaint  to  the  King  of  Fraocc  There 
is  something  of  the  same  kind  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Delegates,  which  I  will  now  consider ;  observing  be- 
forehand, that  the  objection  would  come  rather  unfor- 
tunately, should  it  be  made  by  men,  whose  zeal  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
has  never  shown  itself,  except  in  the  present  moment, 
and  then  by  exciting  discord  among  his  allies. 

The  resolutions,  bemg  the  act  of  a  respectable  body, 
are  deserving  of  respect,  and  shall  meet  with  it  from 
me.  But  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from  them 
in  some  of  their  positions.  It  is  resolved  first,  that 
allowing  the  capitulants  to  export  tobacco  is  not  toar^ 
ranted  by  the  capitulation.  Much  of  what  follows  de- 
pends on  the  equivocal  sense  of  the  word  warranted. 
If  by  that  word  is  meant  enjoined,  or  directed^  the 
position  is  just,  but  if  the  idea  to  be  conveyed  is,  that 
such  exportation  is  not  permitted^  then  the  position  is 
untrue.  The  exportation  4s  very  clearly  permitted  by 
the  capitulation,  because  the  capitulation  does  not  pro- 
hibit it,  nor  indeed  say  anything  about  it.  But  in  a 
day  or  two  after  the  capitulation  an  agreement  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  goods  payable  in  tobacco, 
which  is  now  sanctioned  by  the  Delegates  in  the  last 
of  their  resolutions.  Clearly,  therefore,  the  exporta- 
tion of  tobacco  in  payment  for  British  goods,  is  (in 
the  judgment  of  the  Delegates)j?crmitted  by  the  capit- 
ulation. 

The  second  resolution  seems  to  go  upon  a  mistake. 
The  Acts  of  Congress  for  confiscating  British  naanu- 
factures,  as  I  have  already  observed  in   another  place, 
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cfttmotfl'sbviftlcl  imiigine,  bo  contrairy  to  ihe  luws  of 
tbe  CoQUTMMiwebllb)  or  else  it  woulU  not  have  been 
perttiiUed  jn  iNielber  i^fwtdnce^  for  the  Dciegntes  cannot 
b^.suppostti  to  intend  a  brendiof  the  hw,  and  at  ill  leas 
ean  tbey  be  supposed  to  nteaiiy  tbai  ii  tvaa  la^vfiil  for 
the  general  and  the  State  Agent  to.  do  wbdt  it  i*  not 
-l»wfoj  ibr  the  United  Staibes.  in  Congress  to  do. 

The  third,  reaolittion,  qttoting  a  part  of  on  articio  in 
the  ;treBiiy  of  oomroeree,  appears  to  nie  to  be  rather  itt*> 
coDcluftive.  The  object  of  that  article  was  to  taake 
provision  in' a  qase  which  might  happen,  when  one  of 
the  high  contracimg  parties  was  al  pedcc^  and  the  other 
at  war^  which  is  not  the  oi»e  at  pre^nt.  The  sense 
which  France  enliertains  on  this  subjiect  may  clearly  be 
learnt  from  the  Various  capitulations  granted  to  the 
conquered  Islands;  and  if  I  am  not  ouich  oiisinformed 
tbe  sense  !of  Virginia  on  this  very  question  of  exporting 
tobacco ^may  he. Ion nd,  by  consulting  sundry  instances 
of  the  kidod  subsequent  to  the  capitulation  of  York. 

The  fourth  resolution  is  a  conclusioit drawn  from  the 
three  piiec^ing,. and  says  that  the  capitulation  does 
not  warrant  the  enemy  to  export  tobacco,  and  that 
such  exportation  would  be  contravening  the  regulations 
of  the  United  Sitates,  and  contrary  to  tb^  laws  of  the 
Com nion wealth,  wherefore  the  vessels  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  load.  The  premises  on  which  this  con- 
cUssiAn  jf  f^un^ed  b^ing  tinsupported,  the  copelusion  , 
it«elfi»,^st  fall,  or  eUe  the  next  su<:pceding  resolution 
oMght  to  be,  revok^. 

.  The  itt4u5try  whi<?h  you  say  has  been  ujsed  on.  th}s 
cxecasi^  w^ild  iiaot  have  .surprised   i}^fif  if  our  affairf 
bftd>€en  in^fl\Hsh;ti^ain^  that  the  rcouutry  wps  ^tir^ly 
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out  of  danger.  But  under  dur  present  •eircumshinces, 
it  both  astonishes  and  aflSicts  me,  not  for  myself,  but 
for  the  public.  Men  may  flatter  themselves,  that  ail 
is  safe  and  well,  and  endeavor  to  shrink  fVooi  the  puis- 
lie  burdens  and  embarrass  the  public  c^rations,  bat 
the  consequence  is  clear  and  certain.  The  enemy 
know  they  cannot  conquer,  and  thei*efore  seek  to* 
divide  us.  Convinced  that  the  NdKimm  and  Eastern 
States  cannot  even  then  be  subdued,  their  ultimate 
ambition  now  is  to  subjugate  those  to  the  southward, 
and  the  only  means  under  heaven  of  preventing  it  is 
by  unanimity.  That  the  other  States  should  be 
plunged  into  hasty  measures,  pregnant  with  disunion, 
might  have  been  expected,  but  that  any  inhabitants  of 
a  State,  deeply  interested  to  pursCre  the  contrary  con- 
duct, should  be  so  blind  both  to  the  doty  and  interest 
of  that  State  will  scarcely  be  believed  hereafter,  and 
could  not  have  happened  now,  but  from  causes  whieh 
would  bear  a  harder  name  tkan  I  sh^ll  give  them.^ 
I  am,  Sir,  'fee.  » 

ftOBBRT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGAKSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  Slst,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  perceive  that  on  the  29lh  irtsiant  Congress  re- 
solved, "that  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  which  the 
public  servants  of  the  United  States  are,  or  sliall  be 
entitled,  be  in  future  paid  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  and  of  the  moneys  whieh  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  in  his  hands,  and  thftt  the  said  publiic  servants 
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be  authorised  to  mak^  quarterly  drafu  on  him  for  that 
|»ur|H}8o/'  Tlie  teDor  of  this  reaolatioD  would,  I  be- 
lieve,  give  j^  evory  officer  of  \im  United  States,  both 
civil  and  nrilitary,  the  right  of  drawing  upon  me, 
which  would  be  liable  to  this  objection  among  many 
others,  that  I  should  frequently  be  obliged  to  protest 
the  bills  for  want  of  funds  to  discharge  them.  If, 
therefore,  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  provide 
for  the  foreign  servants  only,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
proper  to  make  some  alteration  in  the  terms. 

But  I  would  submit  to  Congress  whether  a  better 
mode  might  not  be  devised  for  payment  of  the  salaries 
in  question.  It  ^nll  tend  greatly^  to  simplify  the 
public  accounts  if  those  of  each  Department  be  brought 
Udder  one  separate  head,  whereas  if  bills  are  to  be 
drawn  by  every  public  officer  raueh  confusion  would 
be  introduced^  and  forged  bills  might  be  pakl  without 
a  possibility  of  delecting  the  forgery.  The  present 
mode  which  I  have  adopted  is,  that  the  accounts  of 
each  Department  of  the  civil  list  be  made  up  and 
settledMihe  treasury  quarterly,  and  that  a  warrant 
issue  for  the  amount.  If  this  mode  be  pur&ued  with 
respect  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
moneys  may  be  remitted  to  thoise  who  are  abroad  by 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  until  they  shall  have 
'appointed  their  respective  agents  to  receive  it  for  them 
here.  This  will  not  only  simplify  the  accounts,  but 
.  be  of  great  use  to  the  parties,  because  in  some  eases 
they  may  be  unable  to  sell  their  bilis  on  this  country 
atall,  and  in  others  they  must  sufl*er  a  cotisiderable 
loss.  And  if  obli^d  to  send  such  drafts  on  their  own 
aocount  to  obtatn  payment  of  their  salaries^  mitob  tine 
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may  be  l09i  bjr  dday  ii>  tetliou^  passdgM  and  0th«r 

acc!()unts,  dfnd  of  course  they  triH  is^ext^osed  imtiedes- 

sarily  to  inconveniences  sttal  6\mp\)OinitneAi9, 

1  am,  Sir,  (to. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.^ 


TO   GEOKGE    OLNEY^   Or   BHODG-1SLAN04 

Odic«  of  Jlnunce,  June  Ist,  178^* 
Sir, 

I  have  received  year  fuvor  of  tke  4Sih  of  May  last, 
entloftifig  an  acroum  of  monieys  you  inad  received.  The 
pnrticirlur  details  you  have  entered  iiito  are  a  frfi^smg 
cii'Ciinistnnce  to  me,  as  tiiey  siiow  youf'  aoouracy '  and 
attention  ;  btit  as  such  returns  will  consume'  imidi  lime  lyid 
be  of  no  correspoi.dfnt  utMky,  it  witt  not  be  ne^essiityto 
coutintte  tltem ;  but  in  get^eral  state  to  me  the>  amount  of 
cash  received,  the  amount  of  carii  exchanged, .  I  lie 'Wfioufit 
of  casti  in  hand,  the  ^nKumt  of  bank  notes  m  ^tiand^  and 
the  amount  of  my  notes  in  handle 

It  would  be  of  great  use  to  ttie  State  thatth^  specRil  ac- 
count of  the  money  received  froin  each  cfdfecthl-  fitooold  4)e 
published  ;  and  wlien^iliey  fdaoe  you  in  the ihtialiort  reijoir- 
ed  by  Congress^  it  will  forr»  a  part  of  your  duty.  In*  the 
inteiim  you  Imd  belter  avoid  any  diseu^ion  oniiie sol^t, 
which  may  lead  to  dib^i*eenble  altercation*  If  tbe  sum 
total  recei^^  from  cacli  collecjlor  were  j^ublisli^?,  in  order 
to  render  tlie  ^^iffm  canciplei«  it  would  be  proper,  that 
every  sueh  coUector  should  be  ^bttged  to 'deposit,  income 
pkco  vviiliin  iheciiiric  of  Ims  collection, -such  adDpei>tMi»f  his 
rec€i))ts  for  the  putik  iivsptciion^  tbut  ev^ry  n4an  utiglit 
aee  vtfbetber  tlt«  moneys  be  Imdi  pasidiwevd' fairly  delyvvred 
over. 
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You  will  do  well  lo  explain  this  wliole  system  lo  men  of 
discerrfnfent  in  yoiif  Jefi^slaiure.  Wy  olijeci  in  this  branch 
of  administration  is  to  enable  each  individual  man  to  trace 
tlie  money  he  pays,  from  his  own  ])ockct  into  the  public 
trjeosury^  To  llu8  I  shajl  add  accouiits  of  equal  notoriety, 
by  which  every  man  who  can  read  (being  preVhyusly  in- 
formed fls  above  of  the  sum  total  f)f  receipts)  mayjiefceive 
tlie  manner  in  which  the  ptrblic  treasure  is  expended  and 
appropriated.  A  similar  line  of  conduct  will  be  ptirsued 
wit  It  respect  to  all  funds  which  may  be  granted  for  liquida- 
tion of  the  national  debt. 

FinaH)-,  when  all  ihe  world  can  perceive  that  our  revenue 
is  equal  to  our  expenditure,  and  that  new  revenues  are  de- 
vising, and  the  ok)  daily  placing  in  a  better  state  of  collec- 
tton,  our  credit  will  be  (irmly  established ;  that  will  enable 
the  public  to  command  money  in  any  emergency,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  that  agaiii  will  put  us  in  a  situation  to 
make  active,  vigorous  exertions,  and  thus  we  shall  come  to 
be  beloved  by  our  friends,  feared  by  our  enemies,  and  re- 
spected by  all  mankind.     In  thrs  itatural  projgress  and  order 
of  things,  I  must  expect  of  the  sevei^af  States,  as  the  servant 
of  the  United  Slates,  a  revenue  ample  in  its  extent,  punc- 
tual in  the  payrhent,  arKl  absolutely  at  my  disposition.     In 
return  for  such  grants  the  States  are  to  expect  from  a  Su- 
perintendent of  FinaiKje,  vigilance,   integrity,  order  and 
'  economy.     Should  lie  be  deficient  in  these  duti^  he  will 
deserve  to  be  removed  aiKl  punished.     Should  tlie  States 
be  deficient  they  must  allow  him  to  complain,  they  must 
expect  him  to  remonstrate,  and  finall}'  they  must  riot  be 
surprised  if  their  negligence,  boding  rain  to  their  countr}', 
be  pointed  out,  and  exposed,  and  reprehended. 
Your  must  obedient,  8cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CARON    DG    BEAUMARCHAIS    TO    ROBERT   MORRIS. 

Translalion. 

Paris,  June  3d,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  lieaUh  of  poor  Francy  not  jet  pernoittiog  liim  to 
hazard  another  voyage  to  America,  I  6nd  myself  obliged 
(to  my  very  great  loss  and  regret)  to  postpone  the  hope  of 
closing  and  settling  all  my  accounts  with  the  General  Con- 
gress, until  he  s!)all  have  recovered  sufficient  strength  for 
his  voyage ;  he  alone  being  able  to  resume  the  thread  and 
instructions  of  an  affair,  which  he  has  already  pursued 
with  so  much  assiduiiy  during  three  years. 

From  pne  merchant  to  another,  the  extract  of  the  ac- 
count adjusted  in  France  by  the  person  authorised,  wiio  has 
ordered  and  vouched  all  my  advances,  and  which  I  Imve 
the  honor  herewith  to  address  to  you,  would  bo  sufficieot 
for  the  entire  settlement  of  my  account ;  but  my  business 
lies  with  an  associaiicn  of  United  States^  who  have  kitrusted 
the  adminUlration  of  iheir  most  vaJuable  interests,  to  an 
assembly  of  citizens,  to  a  General  Congress,  the  membefs 
of  which  are  continually  changed,  and  as  cootinually  liable 
to  view  transactions  of  the  oldest  date,  and  tlK)$e  which 
have  been  most  thoroughly  investigated  At  other  times,  with 
the  same  uncertainty  and  ignorance  of  circumstances,  as  if 
they  were  new  events.  From  whencp  arises  the  necessity 
of  causing  my  accounts  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  by  the 
same  agent,  who  has  already  presented  and  discussed  tliem, 
agreeably  to  the  vouchers  in  his  possession;  which  M,  de 
Francy  will  do  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit  him  to  un- 
dertake a  voyage  at  sea. 
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In  tb^  meantime,  Sir,  I  have  tfao  honor  to  address  to  you 
a  faithful  abstract  of  my  accounts,  as  they  have  been  settled 
by  Mr  Deane,  with  whom  alone,  on  behalf  of  the  General 
Congress,  I  treated.     His  misfortunes,  the  malice  wiib 
which  his  character,  naturally  mild  and  uniform,  has  been 
asfiersed,  aad  the  compkints  which  I  have  heard  in  this 
country  against  certain  pf  his  writing?,  (of  which  I  have  not 
ye^  seen  any)  since  the  Ei^lkh  papers  made  them  public, 
have  not  changed  the  opinion  I  had  formed  of  liim ;  and  i 
will  always  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  is  one  of  those 
men,  who  have  contributed  most  to  the  alliance  of  France 
with  the  United  States.     I  will  even  add,  that  his  laudable 
endeavors  in  the  most  dif&cult  limes  merited,  perhaps,  an« 
other  recompense.    I  see  there  are  intrigues  among  Rtpub* 
licanSf  as  loell  as  in  the  Courts  of  Kings.     This  digression, 
(wliich  a -compassionate  feeling  for  a  man,  worthy  of  a  bet- 
ter lot,  forces  from  me  in  writing  to  you,  to  you,  Sir,  who 
have  loved  him  as  1  do,)  this  digression  excused,  I  resume 
my  affair ;  and  1  request  of  you.  Sir,  to  engage  Congress  to 
assist  me  by  the  very  first  opportunity,  with  bills  of  ex- 
change, such  as  the  first  which  I  received  in  1 779.    Though 
they  are  not  yet  payable,  and  though  I  have  been  obliged 
to  undergo  the  heaviest  losses  in  order  to  make  them  ser- 
viceable, I  cannot  support  the^  weighty  burden  of  my  credit 
to  America,  (with  which  abne  I  should  be  able  to  settle 
my  debts  in  Europe,)  without  having,  at  least,  an  object 
representative  of  this  said  credit  in  my  hands.     And  neither 
the  Congress  nor  ]  should  look  too  minutely  to  the  losses 
that  I  sustain  in  the  negotiation  of  this  paper.     It  is  one  of 
the  events,  one  of  the  indispensable  consequences  of  the 
nature  and  situation  of  things.     Have  then  the  justice.  Sir, 
to  remit,  to  me  as  speedily  as  possible,  if  not  the  whole  of 
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my  aecount,  at  least  a  large  part  t(  what  is  dtie  to  me.  by 
Congrero  in  biH»  of  exebange,  reserviag  wlwt  may  be  ob- 
jected to  in  the  aecount  and  its  fuH  proof,  until  Fraiicy  may 
be  able  to  repair  to  PbiladelplHa.  My  rerj  embarrassed 
situation  will  cause  me  to  receive  this  strict  justice  from 
Congress  as  a  favor,  and  1  shall  be  iioder  Ibe  greatest  obli- 
gation to  you  for  it. 

Receive,  Sir,  all  my  congratulations  on  tlie  merited  cou* 
fid^nce  which  ypur  fellow-citizens  have  placed  in  you.  No 
man  can  entertain  a  greater  esteem  fiar  your  person  and 
superior  talents  than  I  do.  Messrs  De  Francy  and  Deane 
have  taught  me  to  become  acquainted  wkh  yon ;  and  it  is 
after  the  most  deliberate  affection  that  L  subscribe  myself, 
witl)  the  most  respectful  regard  and  aoknowledgement,.Sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS. 


THE     FOJiLOWING    ARE     THE   ABSTBAQTS   MENTIONK)D    IN 
THE    PHECKPING   liETTEH. 

Dr  the  Honorable   Congress   of  the    United   States   in 
Recount  Current  with  Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

' .  Livres.    s.  d. 
Tp  fo    much    paid  Messrs    Du  Oou- 

dray  dc  Le  Brun,       ....        3,600 
To  ditto  paid  ditta,  -        -        -         4,400 

To  ditto  paid  ditto,  ....         7^200 

To  ditto  paid  Mr  Silas.  Deane,         .        .       20,000 
To  ditto  paid  Messrs  Du  Coudray  &  Le 

Brun, 12,000 

Tp  ditto  pa^d  ditto, .         ....       12,000 
To  ditto  paid  the  Chevalier  Prudhomme 

de  Bore,       - 2,400 

27,    T«  ditto  paid  diUo,  .        -        -        .         2,1M 


1776, 

8«pt 

.  ai, 

Oct. 

25, 

Nov. 

6, 

>> 

12, 

i» 

18, 

It 

21, 

»» 

25, 

DIPLOMATIC  .CQRRBSPONDKNC£.  ]  0^ 

Liwrtt.  jc-if. 
Dac.    4y    Tb  ditto  ptM  Mewni  Dft  CMKlziiy  6l  L« 

Bnin, 53^13  4 

„       5,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,  -        .        .        ,         4,800 

,,         „    To  ditto  paid  Mr  8il«0  Dmjm,         -        -  2,400 

„       6,    To    „       „    M.  de  yrignj^  -        -  600 

„     12,    To    „        „    MrRojten,        -        -        -     ..      240 
yy     13,    To  amoQBtof  the  cargo  uid  expaim^ato- 
depaitm*  of'th*  aldp  JtmfhitnUy  in- 
surance, freight,  and  eommisaion  ob 

theoutet,  979,493   8   3 

^     14^    To  so  much  pddd  M.  de  Goy,      .      -        -  240 

„     26,    To  ditto  reimbursed  to  M.  de  Montieu 

per  Silas  Deane,  -        -        -        -  411  16 

„      „      To  commission  at  1  per  cent  on  the  above 

payments  made  to  Mr  Deane,  -  228    ] 

1777,  , 
Jan.  \fif  To  amount  of  th#^  ship  Sein»,  her  cargo, 
changes  to  departure,  insnrance, freight, 
and  commisaiiMi  on  the  outfit,  -  •  784,631  2 10 
Feb.  %Kf  To  amount  of  the  cargo  and  chajtgea  to 
the  departure  of  the  ship  Menmty,  in- 
surance, freight,  and  commission  of 
the  outfit,  -        -         :         -        -       878,75813 

„     15,    To  ditto  of  the  ship  ./^mi^ia,  -        •      241,0601^   3 

„    27,    TosomuohpaidM.de  Goy,  -       -  800 

„  „  To  commisfion  at  1  ^t  cent  on  the  sev- 
eral payments  as  above  made  to  Messrs 
Du  Coudray,  Le  Brun,  and  others,      •  1,039   4 

May  10,    To  amount  <^  the  cargo  and  expenses  to 
departure  of  the  sl^p   TfeHa,  insw- 
V  ance,  Greight,  and  oemmissioii  on  the 

outfit,  -* 1,062,85317  6 

„     15,    Todittoofih^eiiAp^M^PtB^biy        -       -        $9,460   1 
June  10,    To    „  „    Maria  Cdiherma,      •      166,217  6  3   . 

Sept.  25,    To    „  „    Flamand,  -      ,-       630,19514 

Nov.  9^,  To  ditto  of  an  ^count  of  expenses  incur- 
red at  St  Domingne,  by  M.  Carabasse, 
relative  to  the  cargoes  of  the  ships 
Teresia  toid  Amdiaj  -  -  122,882   7   3 
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1778,  ^^^-  '•  ^' 

May  27 y    To  aoionnt  r>f  a  seeond  Account,  ditto,  S3,037111O 

1781, 
April    6,    To  commission  at  • 

j^  per  cent  on     95,000  ^ 

^iMO  1=190,000  in 
^,«W  >  bills  on  Paris,  905 

144,000  J 
,,       „    To  amount  of  the  account  of  interest  at  6 
per  cent  pdr  annum,  4s  particularised 
hereafter,  -        •        •        -        -   1,167,250 

Livres;  6,274,844 11   6 

Contra  Cr. 

1777,  lAvrea  s.  d, 

Aug.  23,    By  net  proceeds  of  the  reikumed  cargo  of 

the  JWircuri^, 18;728   7 

1778, 
Feb.   27,    By^ditto,  ditto  of  the  ^mj9At<n<e,    -         -      185,388   8   9 

April  17,    By  remittance  to  Mr  Francy   of  20,000 

dollars  at  4  for  1  is,  at  5  livres  tournois 

for  a  dollar, 25,000 

May  26,    By  ditto  of  24,000  dollars  at  ditto  ditto  *  30,000 

Oct.  22,    By  net  proceeds  of  the  returned  cargo  of 

the  T&resia, 124,139   9»  6 

1779, 

May  5,       By  ditto  of  the  Amelia,  passed  on  memo- 

randum,  waiting  the  final  of  accounts 

of  M.  Carabasse,  the   shipper  in  this 

affair. 

June  26,    By  net  proceeds  of  231  hhds  tobacco  per 

'  the  Fier  Rodriguej  reduced  to  115j^,  on 

account  of  the  freight  being  one  half,  74,905   3   9 

1780, 

June  25,    By  remittances  on   Dr  Franklin  to  the 

15thof  June,  1780,  viz. 

74,000  ^ 

144,000* 


74,000  \ 
72,000  j  « 


*  There  appears  to  be  an  error  in  adding  up  this  sum,  viz-  74,000 
and  72,000,  ^mo^x^t  to  146,000. 
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Uvr§9.  s.  d. 
1781, 
April  6,     By  balance  due  to  me  firom  the  honorable 

Congren,        ....  5,733,723  3  6 

Livrei,  6,274,84411  6 

Srron  and  omiMiona  ezeepted. 

Paria,  April  6th,  1781. 


Dr  the  Honorable  Cor^rese  in  their  new  Account  CuT" 
rent  with  Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

1781,  Livres.  s.  d, 

April  6,     To  balance  due  to  me  on  the  preceding 

account, 5,723,783  3  6 

1788, 
May  18,  To  conmiission  at  ^  per  cent  on  144,000 
and  8,544,000  making  8,688,000,  in 
biUs  on  Paris,  13,440 
*  „  „  To  amount  of  interest  account  at  6  per 
cent  per  annum,  as  particularised  here- 
after,  388,69818 

„  „  To  commission  at  8^  per  cent  to  M.  de 
Francy  on  the  returns  from  America, 
viz. 
On  552,181 9  amount  of  the  returns  to  the 
credit  of  their  account  settled  the  6th 
ofAprU,i781, 
8,888,333109  amount  of  the  returns  to 
the  credit  of  the  account  settled  this 

3yl34,453l99at8ipercent,         •  86,861   6 

Livres,  6,804,^7^  6  6 

Contra  Cr. 

1781,  Livr§9.  s.  d, 

Juaa  35,    By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 

35th  of  June,  1781,  -       144,000 
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Livresi  ^.  d. 


July  20,    By  net  {|»VQ0«ed8  ^  15(^  hlkds  tobacco  pBT 
the  ship  PerUf  reduced  to  75,  «b  ac- 
•^    count  of  the  freight  being  one  half,  34,991 19 

,^      „     By  ditto  of  176  hhds  tobacco  per  the  7\oo 

HeUnaSy  reduced  to  88  by  the  fraiglrty  49,886)  i9 

^,      „     By  ditto  <of  32  hhds  ditto  per  Good  Man 
'  Richard,  reduced  to  16  by  the  freight,  6,141    5 

„      „     By  ditto  of  188  hhds  ditto  per  the  PoUy, 
ireduoed  to  125|^,  the  freight  being  one 

third, 55,87214   9 

Oct.  1,  By  ditto  of  159  hhds  ditto  per  Fier  Ro- 
drigue,  reduced  to  79«|  by  the  freight  at 
one  half,         .....  47,45915 

„       „     By  15  hhds  ditto  per  the  Jean  and  Which 
were  lost,  this  Vessel  having  foundered 
at  sea,  (for  memorandum.) 
1782, 
Mnj  Id,    By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 
25th  of  June,  1782,  passed  here  in  anti- 
cipation, amounting  to  -  •       2,544,000 
„      „      By  balance  due  to  me  from  the  Honora- 
ble Congress,         -         -         -         -      3,1322,390 16  9 

Livres,  6,204,723  6  6 


Dr  the  Banarable  Cor^ress, 

1782, 
May   18,    To  balance  due  to  me  on  the  above  ac- 
count,        -         -         -         -         -        3^822,39015  9 

blos^d  the  abov&  account,  as  well  debit  as  credit,  of  the  sum  of 
six  millions  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  three  livres,  six  Bolti,^iiiid  six  deoiers  tournois;  on  ^hich  the 
Honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  owe  me  as  bal- 
ance tiie  sum  of  three  millions  three  hundred  and  twentytwo  lliou- 
sand  three  bundled  and  niUety  litres,  tifteetiirt>Is,  aud  tline  'tlMfoto 
tournois.  .         .     •     > 
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Dr,  moreover^  the  Honorable  Congress. 

To  amount  of  the  drafts  of  General  Lincohi,  drawn  at  Charlei- 
ton,  in  the  month  of  March,  1780,  on  Samnel  Hnntington,  Pted- 
4«iil  of  CoogreM,  te  ike  ot&et  of  M.  de  Francy,  fi^  the  puehast  of 
the  cargo  of  the  corrette  tiie  Zephyr,  fold  bj  Captain  Mainrille  to 
the  said  General  Lincoln,  Commander  of  the  Southern  army  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twentyfour  thousand 
three  hundred  'dollars,  (this  for  memorandum,)  for  which  two  hun- 
dred and  twentyfour  thousand  three  hundred  dollin  I  am  yet  to  be 
credited,  no  return  having  been  made  to  me. 

Errors  and  omivions  excepted. 

CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHA18. 

Paris,  May  18th,  1782. 


TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  Juse  4Ch,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  hare  received  your  Excelleocy's  letters  of  the  17fh 
and  ^Mi  of  May,  with  the  enctosure.  I. am  much  obliged 
hy  tbe  altentioD  paid  in  your  circular  leiter  la  the  dtuatioo 
of  fny  department.  I  am  very  sorry  to  ioforoi  you  that  it 
is  really  deplorable.  1  with  difficulty  am  enabled  to  per- 
form my  engagements,  and  am  absolutely  precluded  from 
forming  any  new  oiws.  I  have  therefore  been  under  the 
Very  disagreeable  necessity  of  suffering  the  public  service 
to  stand  still  in  more  lines  than  one.  I  have  been  driven 
to  the  greatest  shifts,  and  am  at  this  moment  unable  to 
provide  for  the  civil  list. 

I  can  f»8ily  suppoee  Uurt  military  m^n  should  murmur 
to  find  the  salaries  of  the  civil  list  more  punotoally  paid 
tban  their  own.  To  enter  into  arguments  on  this  occasion 
will  be  ittnecassary,  for  I  am  persuaded  ihaft  your  J^xc^V- 
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lency  must  be  of  opimon  wkb  me,  that  unless  tbe  civil  list 
is  paid  neither  civil  nor  military  c^n  exist  at  all. 

I  am  w^U  persuaded  of  your  Excellency's  desire  to  pro* 
mote  tbe  success  of  those  measures  I  have  taken,  because 
I  am  sure  you  are  convinced  that  their  tendency  and  my 
intentions  are  all  directed  to  the  public  good.  Indeed,  my 
Dear  Sir,  you  will  hardly  be  able  to  form  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  earnestness  with  which  I  desire  to  reHove  you 
from  the  anxieties  you  must  uhdergo.  But  when  the 
several  gazettes  shall  have  announced  the  sums  received 
for  this  year's  service,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
whole  did  not  on  the  1st  of  June  amount  to  twenty  thous- 
and dollars ;  when  it  is  recollected  that  our  expenses  at 
the  rate  of  eight  millions  annually,  are  near  twenty  thous- 
and dollars  a  day  ;  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  estimates 
on  which  tbe  demand  was  founded  do  not  include  many 
essential  branches,  amon^  which  the  Marine  and  Foreign 
Affairs  are  to  be  numbered  ;  surely  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  the  army  are  not  paid  ;  surely  tbe  btame  is 
to  fall  on  those  from  whose  negligence  the  evil  originates. 
But  [  will  not  give  you  the  pam  of  hearing  me  repeat  com* 
plaints,  which  you  know  to  be  but  too  well  founded. 
I  pray  you  to  believe,  that  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    EDWARD    CARRINOTON,    IN    VIRGINIA. 

Office  of  Finanee,  June  6th,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  liave  received  ywir  letter  of  the  26th  of  May,  from 
Richmond.    It  does  by  no  means  surprise  me,  after  some 
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Other  things  which  have  happened,  that  an  opposition  is 
made  to  receiving  my  notes  in  tuxes.  I  am  indifferent 
about  the  evefit  of  thoae  deliberations,  which  mdy  be  had 
on  that  subject.  If  they  choose  rather  to  tax  in  coin,  I 
shall  be  content,  for  the  coin  will  answer  my  purposes  as 
well  as  tbe  notes,  which  were  only  intended  to  anticipate 
the  revenue,  and  supply  that  want  of  money,  which  is  not 
a  little  complained  of,  and  particularly  in  Virginia.  Tbe 
views  of  those  who  oppose  their  circulation,  I  will  not 
gitess  at,  but  I  hope  they  may  be  virtuous  and  honorable 
iDotives^  iu  whieh  case,  I  shall  only  pity  a  want  of  under- 
standing to  discover  the  true  interests  of  their  country. 
I  am,  your  most  ohedtent,  &tc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THR    SBORETART    OF    FOREION    AFFAIRS. 

Office  of  Finaace,  June  7th,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  received  this  morning  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  6th.  Congress  have  asked  from  the  seve- 
ral States  a  five  per  cent  duty  on  goods  imported,  and  on 
prizes  and  piize  goods,  as  a  fund  for  paying  the  principal 
and  interest  of  iheir  debts.  This  fund,  when  granted,  will 
not  be  sufficient,  and  it  is  not  yet  granted  by  all.  1  expect, 
however,  that  the  requisition  will  speedily  be  complied 
with.  I  shall  not  cease  urging  it,  and  also  such  further 
revenues  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  When 
they  shall  have  been  obtained,  they  will  be  duly  applied  in 
liquidation  of  the  public  debts ;  but  until  that  period  arrives, 
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neither  the  principal  nor. the  interest  of  such  debts  can  be 


I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

ROBERT  xMORRIS. 


TO    DANIEL  JENIFER,    OF    MARYLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  lltii,  1782. 

I  have  received  the  letter  whidi  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  31st  of  hst  month.  I  am  so  Inbituated  to 
receive  apologies  instead  of  money,  thtt  I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  contents  of  it.  If  comptamts  of  diffiouUes  were 
equivalent  to  cash,  I  should  not  complain  that  the  quotas 
are  unpaid.  But  unluckily  this  is  not  the  case,  and  if  the 
States  really  mean  to  prosecute  the  war,  something  more 
must  be  done  than  merely  to  pass  declaratory  resolutions  ; 
for  no  man  can  be  found  who  will  for  such  restdutions  sup- 
ply food  to  our  army.  I  am  well  persuaded,  that  the  difii- 
cuhies  which  any  State  labors  under,  proceed  more  from 
impolitic  laws  than  any  other  source  ;  for  as  to  the  taxes 
required,  they  are  very  moderate,  when  compared  either 
with  the  real  wealth  of  the  peopleVor  the  former  expenses 
wliich  they  have  borne. 

How  far  tirc  quota  asked  from  your  State,  is  or  is  not 
proportionate,  it  is  not  my  business  to  determine.  I  pre- 
sume it  is  right ;  but  let  it  be  as  high  a^  it  may,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  when  your  specifics  are  turned  into  specie, 
and  the  various  expenses  attending  such  mode  of  taxation 
are  paid,  if  the  net  amount  be  compared  with  the  property 
taken  from  the  people  according  to  this  simple  proportion, 
(as  the  wliole  tax  laid  is  to  the  net  amount  brought  into 
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the  ireastiry.  so  is  eke  price  of  "wheat,  tobaoeo,  or  any 
olher  article  jfiaied  in  the  law,  io  a  foartb  fMinber  to  bo 
fimnd,)>f,  I  say,  tiiis  comparison  be  niade,  it  will  8|>petr 
dikit  the  people  bvi^e  sustained  a^greator  Joss»  tbaa  any  dis- 
pnoponion  in  itbeir  quota  could  amounft  to. 

You  must  not,  however,  suppose  tbat  IMaiylaod  is  siar 
gular  kicensidering  her  quoia  too  high,  so  (ar  irom  it,  tliat 
I  believe  every  Sute  thioks  so  of  its  own  quota,  asd  would 
be  very  bappy  to  apologise  to  the  world  (or  doing  nothing, 
wkh  the  itliin  and  flimsy  pretext,  that  it  has  been  aeked  to 
do  too  much. 

You  tell  me  your  assembly  would  pledge  any  species  of 
security  ^1  their  power  *toiborrow  money.  1  am  persuaded 
that  you  think  so,  but  you  must  pardon  me  for  holding  a 
different  opinion,  besides  that  iheir  willingness  in  this  respect 
can  be  of  but  little  avail ;  for  while  such  extreme  reluctance 
is  shown  to  granting  a  sufficient  revenue  to  pay  past  debts, 
you  musit  not  expect  tbat  any  persons  will  rely  on  promises 
of  future  integrity.  I  believe  your  assembly,  like  all  others 
on  4h&  ooQtinettt,  means  well,  and  therefore  I  am  in  hopes 
th^jL  they  ^1  act  weU.  Bat  before  they  call  on  Herculfa 
tbey  most  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  It  is  a  vaki 
thing  to  suppose  tbat  wacs  can  be  carried  on  by  quibbles 
and  puns,  and  yet  laying  taxes  payable  in  specific  articles 
amounts  to  no  more,  for  with  a  great  sound  they  put  littlo 
or  nothing  in  the  treasury. 

I  know  of  no  persons  who  want  your  specific  supplies, 
and,  if  they  did,  cely  on  it  that  they  would  rather  contract 
with  an  individual  of  any  State  than  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  I  have  yet  met  with  no  instance  in  which  the  arti- 
cles taken  in  for  taxes  are  of  the  6m  quality,  neither  do  I 
expect  to  meet  with  any;  amd  so  little  reliaoce  can  be 
VOL.  XII.  26 
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phsK^ed  on  thein,  as  to  puncttmlity,  that  you  may  depend 
(hey  can*  never  be  sold  but  at  a  loss;  This  I  have  experi- 
enced. Somebody  or  other  will  make  a  good  bargam  out 
of  you,  and  (he  best  you  can  make  is  to  sell  before  the 
expenses  eat  up  the  whole.  This  will  be  buying  experi- 
eiK^e,  and  perhaps  it  may  pro^e  a  cheap  purchase. 

1  am  sorry  that  you  are  about  (o  quit  your  ofike,  and 
partieuiar ly  sorry  for  the  want  of  health  which  leads  you  to 
that  determina(ion.  I  had  hopes  that  your  etideaTors  wouM 
have  brought  (hings  into  order.  1  siiall  expect  to  hear  from 
you  soon  better  tidings.  ^ 
Yours,  &c.      . 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE    GOVERNOR    OF    CONNECTICITT. 

Office  of  rinance,  June  14th,  1782. 
Sir, 

Idr  MerrUI  in  a  le(ter  of  the  seventh  instant  mferitis  me, 
that  yoior  Excellent  requested  him  to  delay  the  publica- 
tion of  receipts  for  your  State.  1  am  convinced,  Sir,  that 
you  hail  good  reasons  for  this  request,  and  wish  it  were  in 
my  power  still  further  to  gratify  your  wishes.  But  I  am 
under  the  neces3ity  of  insisting  on  the  publication  for  the 
following  reasons — 1st,  To  obviate  the  charge  of  partiality, 
if  made  iir^one  State  and  not  in  others;  2dly,  To  siiow  the 
deficifiRcy  of  means  granted  for  carrying  on  tlie  war.  3d1y, 
Thereby  to  exonerate  those  who  are  immediately  respon- 
sible. And,  4thly^  to  direct  the  public  to  the  real  cause  of 
our  calsNToiiies. , 

Yom  Excellency  well  knows  that  it  is  commori  for  re- 
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presentatives  to  aim  at  |K>pularity,  by  lessening  or  procras- 
tinating the  taxes  of  their  coiistiluents.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, that  the  peorple  riiould  know  the  situation  to  which 
stjcb  conduct  reduces  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8a:c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  JAICCB   LOY£LL   OF    BiAS8A€HUS£TTS. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  16th  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  this  day  your  letter  of  the  sixth  instant. 
Ifind  the  publications  of  "no  ^eceipts^  are  by  no  means 
very  pleasing.  Mtn  are  less  ashamed  to  do  wrong,  thiia 
vexed  to  be  told  of  it.  Mr  Merrill  of  Connecticut  delayed 
his  publication  in  consequence  of  a  request  from  the  Gov- 
ernor. This  he  informed  me  of  by  letier,  and  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  my  answer.  It  contains  some  of  the  reasons  why 
I  insist  on  such  publications,  and  I  send  them  to  you  be- 
cause I  thii>k  I  can  at  this  distance  perceive,  that  some  men 
will  desire  to  know  those  reasons  from  you. 

I  know  it  will  be  alleged  that  from' such  publications  the 
enemy  will  derive  information,  but  I  am  convinced  they 
will  gain  all  the  knowledge  of  that  sort,  whfch  they  want, 
without  our  newspapers;  for  the  collection  of  taxes  is  a 
matter  of  too  great  notoriety  to  be  concealed,  and  therefore 
I  have  long  considered  such  arguments  as  mere  excuses  to 
keep  tbe- people  in  ignorance,  and  deceive  them  under  pre- 
text of  deceiving  their  enemies. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  fcc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   OKOBGE    WASHINGTON. 

Offioe  of  Fioftiio*,  Jim*  8lM,  17891 
Sir, 

I  am  infomied  that  several  of  our  officers  have  left  be* 
hindtbe»  m  New  York  eonsiderable  sums  of  money  unpaid, 
which  had  been  advanced  to  them  while  they  were  prisoners. 
The  humanity  of  those,  who  have  made  such  advances,  as 
well  as  the  principles  of  justice,  requires  that  they  should 
be  repaid.  But  there  is  another  reason  which  has  consid- 
erable weight  on  my  mind.  The  establishment  of  a  credit 
among  our  enemies  by  the  punctual  payment  of  such  debts 
will  induce  them  again  to  make  advances,  should  tlic  chance 
of  war  place  any  of  our  unfortunate  officers  in  a  situction  to 
render  it  necessary.  I  am  therefore  to  request  of  your 
Excellency  (shoukl  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion)  that  you 
would  take  measures  to  cause  the  amount  of  those  debts 
to  be  particularly  ascertained,  in  order  that  I  may  devise 
some  means  of  discharging  liiem  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
treasury  will  permit. 
I  am,  Sir,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORtirS. 


TO   THE   GOVEBNOR   OF   RHODE-ISLAND. 

Office  of  Fiiuuiee,  Jtuie  96Ui,  1789L 
Sir, 

Finding  that  your  State  has  made  advances  of  pay  to 

their  troops,  it  becomes  n\y  duty  to  inform  your  Eibcellency^ 

that  Congress  included  in  their  estimates,  amounting  to 

eight  millions,  the  sums;  necessary  for  poying  the  army  ;  of 

coD^iieoQ9  there  caq  bi  no  use  in  making  such  payments 


DIPLOMATtaCOMANNrnDENCE.  IQJ 

by  tbe  several  States.  I  rnutC  also  observe,  Sir,  tbat  pwr* 
tial  payo^nts  or  supplies  of  any  kind  have  been  ibund  by 
experience  to  give  general  disaatiafactioa,  and  therefore  tbe 
decermioation  to  diacootinite  them  hat  been  long  sinee 
adopted. 

Tbe  variety  of  accounts  also  is  dangerous  and  expensivei 
and  therefore  to  be  avoided.  I  might  add  other  reasons 
why  such  payments  by  tbe  Stales  cannot  be  admitted 
in  abatemem  of  their  respective  quotas.  The  same  rea* 
aoiis  ateo  operate  against  the  admission  of  charges  for 
supplies  of  any  kipd^  or  certificates  thereof  as  deductions 
firom  those  quotas.  I  have  written  to  Mr  OIney  on  tbe 
subject,  the  33d  instam;  and  anat  now  to  pray  your  Excel* 
lency's  atlentioo  and  assistance  to  prevent  such  irregularities 
in  future*  The  more  our  operationa  are  simplified,  tbe 
better  will  they  be  understood,  and  tbe  nK)re  satisfactorily 
will  Ihey  be  conducted.  Congress  have  asked  for  men 
and  money.  Those  granted,  they  will  ask  for  nothing 
more,  and  I  persuade  myself,  4hat  if  consistently  with  the 
confederation^  \bey  could  confine  their  requisitions  to  money 
atone,  tlie  people  at  large  would  derive  relief  from  it,  the 
Legislature  would  act  with  greater  ease,  and  our  resources 
be  applied  with  greater  vigor. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   QEOROB    WASHUVGT0I7. 

Offlee  of  flnanoe,  JtUM  29tli»  178S. 

Pear  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favors  of  tbe  8th  and  16th  instant, 
tbe  former  enclosing  alterations  proposed  in  tbe  present 
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mode  of  issues,  aiid  the  latter  a  copy  of  your  ctreular 
letter  to  the  States  of  the  4ih  of  May.  I  pray  you 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  these  communicationsi  I  consent 
to  the  alterations  mentioned,  and  Shalt  be  very  happy  that 
harmony  be  restored  ;  for  I  do  assure  you  that  let  the 
cause  of  dispiHcs  be  what  it  may,  I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
find  that  any  exist. 

I  find  that  you  have  misunderstood  that  part  of  my 
letter  wliich  relates  to  the  com|)laints  of  the  officers.  My 
design  was  not  to  op]iose  any  arrangement  which  might 
contribute  to  their  convenience.  I  only  meant  to  show 
that  their  convenience  having  been  consulted  in  the  first 
instance,  the  mode  had  excited  uneasiness,  and  that  the 
endeavor  to  remove  that  imeasmess  having  excited  com- 
plaint and  remonstrance,  the  direct  compliance  with 
the  reasonmg  adopted  by  them  would  produce  greater 
hardship,  than  that  which  was  complained  of.  Hence 
follows  tlie  inference  whith  was  on  my  mind,  that  a  spirit 
of  accommodation  alone  could  place  all  parties  at  their 
ease,  and  I  supposed  that  the  interest  of  the  contractors  on 
one  hand,  and  the  convenience  of  the  army  on  the  other, 
would  produce  that  accommodating  disposition  in  both. 
1  am  happy  to  find  that  matters  are  now  in  a  train  towards 
that  desirable  end,  and  much  lament  that  it  has  not  sooner 
arrived. 

I  shall  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject,  by 
assuring  you  most  confidentially,  that  1  will  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  do  justice,  and  bring  relief  to  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  but  as  tliose  things  can  pnly  be  efiected  by 
exact  method  and  economy,  so  I  must  pursue  that  method 
and  economy,  as  the  only  means  by  which  the  desbed 
end  can  be  obtained. 
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With  respect  to  the  civil  list,  I. shall  say  but  one  or  wo 
\9Drd$.  I  know  well  the  connexion,  which  ties  together 
all  the  public  servants,  and  I  lament  every  cofnparison, 
whicli^  implies  a  distinction  between  them.  The  civil  list 
csoiisists  chiefly  of  persons  whose  salaries  will  not  do  more 
than  find  thetn  food  aild  clothing.  Many  of  tliem  com- 
pldn,  that  with  great  parsimony  they  cannot  obtain  even 
those  ifecessaries.  The  difference  then  between  them 
aod  ttie  army,  supposing  the  latter  to  get  but  four  months' 
pay  otit  of  twelve,  is  that  both  would  be  alike  sat>sisted, 
and  the  army  would  have  an  arrearage  of  eight  months' 
pay  to  receive  at.  a  future  period,  but  the  civil  list  would 
have  to  receive  nothing. 

I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  &c. 

r6bert  morris. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  lit,  1783. 

Su-t 
I  have  deferred  until  this  moment  my  answer  to  your 
letters  of  the  4tb,  Oth,^  and  30th,  of  March,  in  expectation 
that  I  should  have  heard  from  you  by  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette.  A  vessel  now  about  to  depart  induces  me  to 
address  you.  I  enclose  an  Act  of  Congress,  by  which  you 
are  empowered  to  adjust  the  public  accounts  with  the 
Court  of  France.  I  wish  this  may  be  done,  and  the 
amount  transmitted  hither,  that  arrangements  may  be  taken 
for  ascertaining  the  times  arid  the  modes  of  payment. 
You  will  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  it  is  determined 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  for  liquidating  and  finally  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  pubKc  servants  of  Congress  in 
Europe. 
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The  MkAmr  here,  in  a  letter  tt>  me  of  the  26tb  of 
May  Jast,  gives  ihe,  (bUowing  state  of  money^s:  granted  i^ 
Francei  via. 

''These  advances  have  been  made  «t  the  following  pe** 

riods,  and  are  payable  with  interest,  recording  to  the  oUi^ 

gati(»is  and  acknowledgenients  of  Dr  Franklm. 

"In    1778,  3^000,000 

^779,  1^)00^000 

i'790»  4yOOO,0©O 

ITOl,  10,000^000 


Total  18,000,000 
"From  this  sum  must  be  deducted  the 
gratuitous  subsidy  of  last  year,  6,000,000 


Remains  12,000,000 
"To  this  roust  be  added, 
1st.  The  produce  of  the  loan  in  Holland,  10,000,000 

2dly.  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for 
the  ««rreat  jsaar,  6,000,000 


"Capital  of  the  debt  doe  to  his 
esty  by  the  United  States,  28,000,000" 

I  think  it  rjght  to  send  you  tliis  statement,  on  which  I 
will  make  a  few  observations.  I  ooM  liaw  wished  that 
the  whole  of  the  mo»ey^,  wjaifih  the  Cowrtihave  ftiroisbed 
us  had  been  what  the  greater  part  is,  a  loan.  I  know 
that  the  United  States  will  find  jio  difficulty  in  making 
payment;,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  g«^  you  an  assur- 
ance, which  is  not  meant  for  the  Court,  that  I  wiU  en- 
deavor to  provide  enen  now  the  means  pf  repaymeat,  by 
getting  laws  passed,  lo  lake  effect  M  a  fiiture  period,  or 
otherwise,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  md  ageeedile  to  eU 
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parttes,  after  the  amount  is  ascertained  and  the  tiroes  of 
payment  fited.  I  wish  it  had  ail  been  a  loan,  because  I 
do  not  think  the  weight  of  the  debt  would  be  so  great  as 
the  weight  of  an  obligation  is  generally  found  to  be,  and 
the  latter  is  of  all  others  what  I  would  least  wish  to  labor 
under,  either  in  a  public  or  private  capacity.  A  still  further 
reason  with  me  is,  that  there  is  less  pain  in  soliciting  the 
aid  of  a  ban,  when  there  is  no  cxpectati6n  that  it  is  to 
be  a  gift. 

Prompted  by  such  reasons,  1  could  be  well  content,  thnt 
the  advances  made  previously  to  the  year  1778,  were  by 
some  means  or  other  brought  into  this  account.  By  Mr 
Grand's  accounts  is  appears,  that  Messrs  Franklin,  Deane 
and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1777,  paid  him  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres  ;  on  the  28th  of  April,  other  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres ;  on  the  4th  of  June,  one  million  of 
livres ;  on  the  3d  of  July,  five  hundred  thousand  livres  ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  October,  oth^r  five  hundred  thousand 
livres ;  amounting  in  tiie  whole  to  three  millions  of  livres. 
I  suppose,  that  these  sums  were  received  of  private  per- 
sons in  like  manner  with  those  sup{dies,  which  were  ob- 
tained through  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  and  if  so  they  will 
be  payable  in  like  manner  with  those  supplies. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  estimated  the  yearly  interest  on 
Loan  Office  certificates,  payable  in  France  at  two  million 
livres,  consequently  taking  in  the  months  intervening  be- 
tween September  and  March,  the  total  amount  from  Sep- 
tember the  lOtb,  1777,  to  March  the  1st,  1782,  may  be 
stated  at  nine  million  livres;  which  is  just  one  half  of  the 
supplies  granted  for  the  years  1778,  1779,  1780,  and 
1781. 

A  resolution  now  before  Congress  will,  \  believe,  direct 
VOL.  XII.  26 
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that  no  more  bills  be  drawn  for  (his  instant ;  but  Mr  Grand 
in  Ins  letter  of  the  4th  of  March,  tells  me  he  bts  paid  six 
million  two  hundred  and  thirty  nine  tliousand  0!ie  Inindred 
and  eightysix  livres,  thirteen  sous,  four  deniers,  in  sixteen 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  bills,  from  tbe  1 1  th  of 
February,  1779,  to  the  28lh  of  January,  1782.  His  ac- 
counts are  now  translating,  and  vvhen  that  is  completed,  I 
shall  transmit  them  to  the  treasury,  and  I  hope  soon  to 
have  the  accounts  of  the  several  loan  officers  in  such  a 
train  of  settlement,  that  all  these  matters  may  fijoally  be 
wound  up. 

Should  the  Court  grant  six  million  livres  more  for  tl^e 
service  of  the  current  year,  making  twelve  million  livres  ia 
the  whole,  which  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  do  expect,  then 
the  sum  total  in  five  years  will  be  forty  mallioD  livres,  or 
eight  million  annually.  And  when  the  occasion  of  this 
grant  is  considered,  the  magnitude  of  llie  object,  and  the 
derangemeut  of  our  finances,  naturally  to  be  expected  id 
so  great  a  revolution,  I  cannot  think  this  sum  is  by  any 
means  very  extraordinary.  I  believe  with  you^  most  per- 
fectly in  the  good  dispositions  of  the  Court,  but  I  must  re- 
quest you  to  urge  those  dispositions  into  ^ect.  I  consider 
the  six  millions  mentioned  to  me  by  the  Minister  here,  and 
afterwards  in  your  letters,  as  being  at  my  disposal.  The 
taxes  come  in  so  slowly,  that  1  have  been  compelled  and 
must  continue  to  draw  bills,  but  I  shall  avoid  it  as  much  ns 
possible.  In  my  letters  of  the  23d  and  29tb  of  May,  of 
vvj)icb  I  enclose  copies,  are  contained  my  sentiments  as  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  demand.  Indeed,  if  the  sums  paid 
to  lum  and  others  for  expenditures  previous  to  the  year 
,  1778,  and  the  amount  of  the  interest  money,  of  which  tlic 
principal  was  also  expended  at  that  time,  be  deducted,  the 


remahiing  sUtn  tvil)  be  considerably  less  than  thirty  mit- 
iions. 

1  mttst  enttearof  you,  Sir,  tbdt  all  the  stores  may  be 
forwarded  from  Brest  as  sopn  as  possible,  and  I  shall  hope 
tliat  the  Court  will  take  measures  to  aSbrd  you  the  neces- 
sary transports,  so  thai  they  irlay  come  under  proper  con- 
voy. As  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  it 
is  true,  that  some  of  it  has  arrived  liere  from  neutral  ports, 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  money  was  necessary  to  purchase 
it,  and  that  money  is  quite  as  scarce  as  any  other  article. 
If,  however,  all  the  cargo  of  that  ship  was  like  some  which 
I  procured,  ^e  taking  of  her  has  been  no  great  loss,  for 
th6  clothing  was  too  small  to  go  on  men's  backs.  The 
goods  from  Holland  we  still  most  anxiously  expect.  Would 
to  God  that  they  nerer  had  been  purchased.  Mr  Gillon, 
however,  is  at  length  arrived,  and  I  hope  we  shall  hare 
those  matters,  in  which  he  was  concerned,  ^brought  to 
some  kitid  of  settlement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  Hth  of  June, 

and  am  very  happy  to  find  that  you  have  determined  to 

accept  the  office  I  had  the  pleasure  of  offering  to  you.*     I 

enclose  the  commission,  instructions,  &lc.  together  with  a 

bond  for  performance  of  the  duties,  which  I  must  request 

*  Receiver  of  thd  Continental  tak^i  for  th6  State  of  New  Toxk. 
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you  to  fill  up  and  execute,  with  some  sufficient  surety,  md 
transmit. 

The  complaint  you  make  of  the  sysltem  of  taxation  in 
New  York,  might,  I  helieve,  very  justly  be  extended ;  for 
though  it  may  be  more  defective  in  some  tlian  in  others,  it 
is,  I  fear,  very  far  from  perfect  in  any.  I  had  already 
heard,  that  no  part  of  the  taxes  were  appropriated  to  Con- 
tinental purposes,  but  I  expect  that  the  Legislature  will, 
when  they  meet,  inake  such  appropriation,  as  ^well  as  lay 
new,  and  1  hope  productive  taxes,  for  the  purposes  of  pay- 
ing what  may  remain  of  their  quota. 

It  gives  me  a  singular  pleasure  to  find,  that  you  have 
yourself  pointed  out  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  your . 
appohitment.  You  will  find  that  it  is  specified  in  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  1 5th  of  April.  1  do  not  conceive  that  any  in- 
terview will  be  necessary^  though  I  shall  always  be  happy 
to  see  you,*  when  your  leisure  and  convenience  will  adaiit. 
In  the  meantime,  1  must  request  you  to  exert  your  talents 
in  forwarding  with  your  Legislature  the  views  of  Congress. 
Your  former  situation  in  the  army,  the  present  situation  of 
that  very  army,  your  connexions  in  the  State,  your  perfect 
knowledge  of  men  and  measures,  and  the  abilities  which 
Heaven  has  blest  you  with,  will  give  you  a  fine  opportunity 
to  forward  the  public  service,  by  convincing  all  who  have 
claims  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  that  those  claims  exist 
only  by  that  hard  necessity,  which  arises  from  the  negli- 
gence of  the  States.  When  to  this  you  shall  superadd  the 
conviction,  that  what  remains  of  the  war,  being  only  a  war 
of  finance,  solid  arrangements  of  finance  must  necessarily 
terminate  favorably,  not  only  to  our  hopes  but  even  to  our 
wishes,  then,  Sir,  the  government  will  be  disposed  to  lay, 
and  the  people  to  bear  these  bt^rdens,  which  are  neces- 
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sary,  and  then  the  utility  of  your  office  and  of  the  officer 

will  be  as  manifest  to  others  as  at  present  to  me. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M.    JOLIE    DE    FLEURT. 

Office  of  Fiiiano*,  July  &th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  in  February  last.  It  gives  me  very  particular  plea- 
sure to  find  that  my  operations  are  approved  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  talents  and  situation  conspire  together  in  giving 
the  means  and  the  power  of  forming  a  proper  judgment. 
I  receive,  Sir,  with  so  much  greater  satisfaction  your  pro- 
mise to  concur  in  promoting  the  success  of  my  measures, 
as  1  persuade  myself  that  a  true  Frenchman  must  deeply 
interest  himself  in  the  present  American  Revolution. 

The  indissoluble  bands  which  unite  our  sovereigns,  tiave 
connected  the  success  of  that  revolution  with  the  glory  of 
the  King,  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects.  Being  therefore 
alike  prompted  by  that  anlnrated  zeal  and  attachment  to 
your  prince  which  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  the  French 
character,  and  by  your  own  benevolence,  you  cannot  but 
pursue  the  road  which  leads  to  the  establishment  of  our 
independence.  It  is  by  these  motives,  Sir,  that  you  are 
assured  of  my  confidence.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay 
before  you  my  arrangements,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  com- 
pleted, in  order  thlit  you  may  possess  the  views  of  my  ad- 
ministration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  MB  GRAND. 

Office  of  f^inance,  July  5th,  1782. 

Sir, 

1  have  received  your  several  favors  of  ihe  2d  of  February 
and  4tl)  of  March  last,  together  with  the  accounts  accom- 
panying the  Idtter.  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  funds  we  have 
in  &irope  or^  so  deeply  •nticipated.  This  circumstance 
introduces  a  degree  of  hesitancy  and  doubtfulness  into  my 
measures,  which  is  alike  disagreeable  and  pernicious.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  all  the  old  accounts  will  soon  be 
wound  up  and  finally  closed ;  and  then  in  future  I  shall 
possess  a  full  view  of  what  is  in  my  power.  With  respect 
to  any  arrangements  with  the  Court  of  Spaiu,  I  incline  to 
think  that  they  will  be  necessary,  for  1  persuade  myself 
that  money  negotiations  through  Havana  might  be  per- 
formed to  equal,  if  not  greater  adt^antage,  by  private^  than- 
nels. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARTLANB. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  9lh,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  not  been  until  this  moment  favored  with  your  let- 
ter in  Council  of  the  5lh.  I  pray  that  you  will  accept  and 
pj'esent  to  the  Council  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  atten- 
tion to  the  public  service.  Your  offer  to  pay  for  tlie  trans- 
portation of  clothing  to  the  southern  army,  gives  me  an 
additional  reason  to  believe  that  a  sense  of  the  public  dis- 
tresses will  always  operate  a  desire  to  relievo  them.     To 


go  into  delnil  of  those  distresses,  is  it  all  times  dangerous, 
and  indeed  it  would  be  itnpnicticable^  for  they  are  so  mi* 
tnerous  that  all  my  time  would  be  iniufficient  for  tlie  pyr- 
pose*  The  publications  made  by  the  receivers  in  the 
several  ^ates,  will  howeirer  earrj  a  convidion  of  thorn,  to 
every  man  of  sense  nid  reflection. 

It  is  my  constant  endeavor  to  adminbter  the  Kttle  aid 
which  is  afforded  to  tl>e  best  advaatage ;  and.  I  am  in 
hourly  apprehensions*  from  tlie  dilatminess  which  has  been 
stiown  by  alaiost  all  tlie  States,  in  granting  the  supplies 
rec|uired  by  Congress*  No  proposition  can  bo  clearer 
than  this^  that  the  salvation  of  our  country  must  depend 
tipoa  such  grants  ^  aod  it  will  be  n  mattar  of  wonder  for 
future  generations,  l)OW  a  people  who  onco  showed  such 
etithusiastic  ardor,  ^ould  at  the  mooaenc  when  ii  is  wkbin 
their  grasp,  put  everything  to  tlie  Jiaaard^  by  omitting  to 
make  tlie  little  exjertion  that  rema&is.  Yet  ancb  is  the 
fact.  - 

I  shall  rely  on  receiving  considerable  supplies  of  mo^ey 
from  Maryland  in  the  course  of  the  present  month ;  and 
^hall,  in  comequeooe,  aadse  eogagemeots  for  transporting 
the  clpthing^  aqd  stores  to.  the  southern  army,  and  for  other 
services  equally  pressing  and  essential.  That  yott  will  be 
obliged  to  sell  tl|e  property  of  tb^  State,  ajt  less,  than  you 

'suppose,  it  tO;  b^  worth,,  I  had  long  foreseen,;  and  anii 
tfaioroughly  convioced  of.  That  is  one  among  the  very 
mapy  obj^tipQS  against  raising  sp^ciBc  taxes  y  butypu  may 
depend,  that^  tl^e  longer  they  are  kept  on  band,  the  greater 
will  be  the  lossj.  The  people  must  be  undeceived,  and  the 
sales  of  such  property  will  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that 

.  e8fect*  They  wijl  at  lengthy  I  liope*  open  their  eyes,  and 
be  convinced  of  a  truth  which  all  history  and  experience 
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bear  witness  to,  namely,  that  the  true  art  of  governing  is 
to  simplify  the  operations  of  government. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  before  I  close  this  letter,  to  press  upon 
your  consideration  the  state  of  public  afiaira.  Every  ope- 
ration is,  at  present,  supported  by  credit,  and  that  credit 
hs^s  long  hung  but  by  a  thread.  Unless  the  States  give 
speedy  and  effectual  aid,  that  thread  must  break.  It  would 
long  since  have  broken,  and  scenes  of  military  pillage,  waste, 
murmuring,  extiftvagance  and  confusion  would  again  have 
been  opened,  if  I  had  not  for  some  time  decl'med  all  expen- 
diture, except  wharwas  necessary  merely  to  feed  the  army. 
If,  under  such  circumstances,  the  enemy  has  made  offensive 
operations,  you  may  easily  guess  the  consequences.  Your 
State  will,  I  hope,  contribute  amply  to  provide  against 
them.  Should  anything  happen,  the  fault  wiU  not  lie  at 
the  door  of  Congress  or  of  their  servants. 
With  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JAMRS    LOVELL   OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  10th,  1782. 
Sir, 

1  have  received  your  favors  of  the  24th  and  27th  of 
June.  The  conduct  of  the  States  is  very  alarming,  and 
has  given  me  much  serious  apprehension «  A  want  of 
knowledge  or  of  zeal  among  those  who  compose  the  seve- 
ral Legislatures,  produces  misfortunes  which  their  constitu- 
ents must  feel,  although  they  do  not  themselves  appear  to 
be  aware  of  them.  Had  permanent  funds  been  establish- 
ed on  which  to  borrow  money,  in  all  human  probability 
our  credit  would  have  been  such,  as  that  a  considerable 
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part  of  every  yearns  expenditure  might  liave  been  obtained 
in  that  way.  The  advantages  of  such  a  measure  are  self 
evident.  If  we  suppose  the  states  at  war  possessed  of 
equ^l  force  and  resources,  the  one  of  f hem  enjoying  credit, 
which  the  other  wants,  the  efforts  would  be  so  unequal, 
that  the  nation  in  credit  might  compel  her  antagonist  to  ask 
peace  in  a  very  short  period. 

In  America  we  have  disdained  to  profit  by  experience, 
and  therefore  are  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  bearing 
the  whole  burden  of  the  war  at  the  present  moment,  when 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Still,  however,  I  had  hoped,  by  mak* 
ing  anticipations  on  the  taxes,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  more 
extensive  credit ;  and  at  length  to  recover  that  useful  con- 
fidence, which  has  been  too  carelessly  squandered  away. 
But  in  fixing  the  first  stone  of  this  useful  edifice,  I  am  dis- 
appointed by  finding  that  after  taxes  are  laid,  and  in 
the  moment  when  I  expect  to  feel  the  benefits,  the  col- 
lection is  postponed  unto  a  future  day.  I  shall  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  disagreeable  topic.  I  deeply  feel 
and  sincerely  lament  the  consequences,  which  you  may 
rely  on  it  arc  far  more  pernicious  even  in  the  article 
of  expense  than  any  person  is  aware  of;  besides  other 
things  which  arc  of  equal,  and  may  perhaps^  be  of 
greater  importance. 

1  find  by  examining  the  sums  I  have  drawn  on  you 
for,  thai  )ou  can  find  no  great  difficulty  in  making  the 
payments  by  sales  of  the  bills  I  would  advise  you,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  thisj  to  employ  a  good  broker 
to  sell  all  the  bills  yoii  have,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  between 
you,  leaving  it  optional  in  the  party,  to  pay  either  specie, 
bank  notes,  or  my  notes,  and  give  from  a  week  to  a  fort- 
night credit  to  good  hands.  The  price  will,  I  suppose,  be 
VOL.  XII.  27 
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high  if  sold  in  this  manner,  and  you  will  doubtless  obtain  a 
preference  in  the  sales  over  others.  When  you  open  this 
business  it  must  be  transacted  speedily  by  letting  your  bro- 
ker make  the  sales,  and  take  the  promisory  notes  from  the 
parties.  The  effects  of  this  plan  will  be  as  follows ;  peo- 
ple knowing  that  the  notes  are  at  a  discount,  will  readily, 
1  suppose,  make  purchases  on  such  condition3 ;  and  if  they 
do,  you  will  thereby  raise  them  to  par,  and  command  a 
considerable  sum  in  specie,  for  I  know  there  are  very  few 
now  in  your  country,  and  therefore  when  they  come  to  be 
bought  up  and  looked  for,  their  value  will  rise ;  and  I  pre- 
sume that  taxation  will  then  come  in  to  aid  their  farther  cir- 
culation. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR    OF    MARYLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  29th,  1782. 
Sir,    . 

1  have  now  before  me  your  two  favors  of  the  I2ih 
instant.  You  will  find  my  answers  as  well  in  a  former 
letter,  as  in  the  enclosed  circular.  For  what  remains^  I 
must  only  declare  to  you  my  regret  at  finding  your  pros- 
pects so  gloomy.  The  idea  that  taxes  cannot  be  raised 
because  of  the  want  of  specie,  is  very  general,  indeed  it  is 
almost  universal,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more  ill-founded. 
If  the  people  be  put  in  the  necessity  of  procuring  specie, 
ihey  will  procure  it.  They  can  if  they  will.  Tobacco 
may  not  sell  at  one  moment,  grain  at  another,  or  catile  at 
a  third  j  but  there  are  some  articles  such  as  horses,  which 
will  sell  at  all  times.     The  mischief  is,  that  when  a  pur- 
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chaser  offers,  the  party  not  being  under  a  necessity  of 
selling,  insists  on  a  higher  price  than  the  other  can  aflbrd 
to  give.  Thus  the  commerce  is  turned  away  to  another 
quarter.  Nothing  but  the*  necessity  of  getting  money  will 
bring  nven  in  general  to  lower  their  prices.  When  this  is 
done  purchasers  will  offer  in  abundance,  and  thus  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  tax  instead  of  lessening  will  increase 
the  quantity  of  specie.  But  so  long  as  the  want  of  it  can 
be  pleaded  successfully  against  taxes,  so  long  that  want  will 
continue.  And  then  all  that  remains  to  consider  is, 
whether  the  army  can  be  maintained  by  such  a  plea.  The 
Slates,  Sir,  must  give  money,  or  the  army  must  disband.' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  29th,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  reference  which  Congress  were  pleased  to  make  of 
a  remonstrance  and  petition  from  Blair  Mc  Clenagban 
and  others,  has  induced  me  to  pray  their  indulgence  while 
I  go  somewhat  at  large  into  the  subject  of  that  remon- 
strance. 

The  propriely  and  utility  of  public  loans  have  been  sub- 
jects of  much  controversy.  Those  who  find  themselves 
saddled  with  the  debts  of  a  preceding  generation,  nat- 
urally exclaim  against  loans;  and  it  must  be  confessed, 
that  when  such  debts  are  accumulated  by  negligence,  folly 
or  profusion,  the  complaint  is  well  founded.  But  it  would 
be  equally  so  against  taxes,  when  wasted  in  the  same  way^ 
The  difference  is,  that  the  weight  of  taxes  being  more  sen- 
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sible,  the  waste  occasions  greater  clamor,  and  is  therefore 
,  more  speedily  remedied.  But  it  will  appear,  that  the 
eventual  evils,  which  posterity  imist  sustain  from  heavy 
taxes  are  greater  than  from  loans.  Hence  may  be  de« 
duced  this  conclusion,  that. in  governments  liable  to  a 
vicious  administration,  it  would  be  better  to  raise  the  cur- 
rent expense  by  taxes ;  but  where  an  honest  and  .wise 
appropriatior^  of  money  prevails,  it  is  highly  advantageous 
to  take  the  benefit  of  loans.  Taxation  to  a  certain  point, 
is  not  only  proper  but  useful,  because  by  stimulating  the 
industry  of  individuals,  it  increases  the  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity. But  when  laxe^  go  so  far  as  to  entrench  on  the 
subsistence  of  the  people,  they  have  become  burdensome 
and  oppressive.  The  expenditure  of  money  ought  in 
such  case  to  be,  if  possible,  avoided  ;  if  unavoidable,  it 
will  be  most  wise  to  have  recourse  to  loans. 

Loans  iKay  be  of  two  kinds,  either  domestic  or  foreign. 
The  relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each,  as  well 
as  those  which  are  common  to  both,  will  deserve  attention. 
Reasonings  of  this  kind,  as  they  depend  on  rules  of  arith- 
metic, are  best  understood  by  numerical  positions.  For 
the  purposes  of  elucidation,  therefore,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  annual  tax  of  any  particular  husbandman  were 
fifteen  pounds,  so  that  (the  whole  being  regularly  consun^d 
in  payment  of  taxes)  he  would  be  no  richer  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  than  he  wa::;  at  the  beginning.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  notorious,  that  the  profits  made  by  husbandmen,  on 
funds  which  ihey  borrowed  were  very  considerable.  "In 
many  instances  their  plantations,  ns  well  as  the  cattle  and 
family  utensils,  have  been  purchased  on  credit,  and  the 
bonds  given  for  both  have  shortly  been  paid  by  sales  of 
produce.  It  is^  theirefore,  no  exaggeration  to  state  the 
profits  at  twelve  per  cent.     The  enormous  usury,  which 
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people  in  trade  have  been  induced  to  pay,  and  which  will 
presently  be  noticed,  demonstrates  that  the  profits  naade 
by  the  otlter  professions,  are  equal  to  tliose  of  the  hus- 
bandman. 

The  instance,  therefore,  taken   from  that  which  is 
the  most  numerous  class  of  citizens,  will  form  no  im- 
proper standard  for  the  whole.     Let  it  then  be  farther 
supposed  in   the  case  already  stated,  that  the  partj 
should  annually  borrow  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  at  six 
per  cent,  to  pay  part  of  the  tax  of  fifteen  pounds.     On 
this  sum  then  he  would  make  a  profit  of  twentyfbur 
shillings,  and  have  to  pay  an  interest  of  twelv'e  shil- 
lings.    The  enclosed  calculation  will  show,  that  in  ten 
years  he  would  be  indebted  one  hundred   pounds,   but 
his  additional  improvements  would  be  worth  near  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  his  net  revenue   be  increased 
near  twelve,  after  deducting  the  interest  of  his  debt. 
Whereas  if  he  had  not  borrowed,  his  revenue,  as  has 
been    already   observed,    would    have    continued  the 
same.     This  mode  of  reasoning  might  be  pursued  far- 
ther, but  what  has  been  said  is  sufficient  to  show,  that 
he  would  have   made  a  considerable  advantage  from 
the  yearly  loan.     If  it  be  supposed,  that  every  person 
in  the  community  made  such  a  loan,  a  similar  advan- 
tage would  arise  to  the  community.     And  lastly,  if  it 
be  supposed,  that  the  government  were  to  make  a  loan 
and  ask  so  much  less  in  taxes,  the  same  advantage 
would  be  derived.     Hence,  also,  may  be  deduced  this 
position,  that  in  a  society  where  the  average  promts  of 
stock  are  double  the  interest  at  which   money   can   be 
obtained^  every  public  lo^n  for  necessary  expenditures, 
provides  a  fuQd  in  the  aggregate  of  national   wealth 
equal  to  the  discharge  of  its  own  interest. 
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Were  it  possible  that  a  society  should  exist,  in 
which  every  member  would  of  his  own  accord  indus- 
triously pursue  the  increase  of  national  property, 
without  waste  or  extravagance,  the  public  wealth 
would  be  impaired  by  every  species  of  taxation.  But 
there  never  was,  and  unless  human  nature  should 
change,  there  never  will  be  such  a  society.  In  any 
given  number  of  men,  there  always  will  be  some  who 
are  idle,. and  some  who  are  extravagant.  In  every 
society  also  there  must  be  some  taxes,  because  the  ne- 
cessity of  supporting  government  and  defending  the 
State  always  exists.  To  do  these  on  the  cheapest 
terms  is  wise,  and  when  it  is  c(tnsidered  how  much 
men  are  disposed  to  indolence  and  profusion  it  will 
appear,  that  even  if  those  demands  did  not  require  the 
whole  of  what  could  be  raised,  still  it  would  be  wise 
to  carry  taxation  to  a  certain  amount,  and  expend  what 
should  remain  after  providing  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment and  the  national  defence.  In  works  of  public 
utility,  such  as  the  opening  of  roads  and  navigation. 
For  taxes  operate  two  ways  towards  the  increase  of 
national  wealth.  First,  they  stimulate  industry  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  payment.  Secondly,  they  encour- 
age economy,  so  far  as  to  avoid  the  purchase  of  unne- 
cessary things^  and  keep  money  in  readiness  for  the 
tax  gatherers.  Experience  shows,  that  those  exertions 
of  industry  and  economy  grow  by  degrees  into  habit. 
But  in  order  that  taxation  may  have  these  good  effects^ 
the  sum  which  every  man  is  to  pay  and  the  period  of 
payment,  should  be  certain  and  unavoidable. 

This   digression   opens   the  way   to   a  comparison 
between  foreign  and  domestic  loans.     If  the  loan   be 
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domestic^  money  must  be  diverted  from   (hose  chan- 
nels in  which  it  would  otherwise  have  flowed ;  and, 
therefore,  either  the  public  must  give  better  terms 
than  individuals,  or  there  must  be  money  enough  to 
supply  the  wants  of  both.     In  the  latter  case,  if  the 
public  did  not  borrow,  the  quantity  of  money  would 
exceed  the  demand,  and  the  interest  would  be  lowered  ; 
borrowing  by  the  public,  therefore,  would  keep  up  the 
rate  of  interest ;  which  brings  the  latter  case  within  the 
reason  of  the  former.     If  the  public  out  bid   individu- 
als, those   individuals   are  deprived  of  the  means  of 
extending  their  industry  ;  so  that  no  case  of  a  domestic 
loan  can  well  be  supposed  where  some  public  loss  will 
not  arise  to    counterbalance    the  public  gain,  except 
where  the  creditor  spares  from  his  consumption  to  lend 
to  the  govertiment,  which  operates  a  national  economy. 
It  is,  however,  an  advantage  peculiar  to  domestic  loans, 
that  they  give  stability  to  government,  by  combining 
together  the  interests  of  the  monied  men  for  its  sup- 
port ;  and,  consequently,  in  this  country   a  domestic 
debt    would  greatly  contribute  to  that  union,  which 
seems  not  to  have    been   sufficiently  attended   to    or 
provided  for  in  forming  the  national   compact.     Do- 
mestic loans  are  also  useful,  from  the  farther  consider- 
ation, that  as  taxes  fall  heavy  on  the  lower  orders  of 
the  community,  the  relief  obtained  for  them   by  such 
loans  more  than  counterbalances  the  loss  sustained  by 
those  who  would  have  borrowed  money  to  extend  their 
commerce  or  tillage.     Neither  is  it  a  refinement  to 
observe,  that  since  a  plenty  of  xhosiey  and  consequent 
ease  of  obtaining  it,  induce  men  to  engage  in  specula- 
tions, which  are  often  unprofitable,  the  check  which 
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these  receive  is  not  injurious^  while  the  relief  obtained 
by  the  poor  is  highly  beneficial. 

By  making  foreign  loans,  th6  community,  as  such, 
receive  the  same  extensive  benefits,  which  one  indi- 
vidual does  in  borrowing  of  another.  This  country 
was  always  in  the  practice  of  making  such  loans.  The 
merchants  in  Europe  trusted  those  in  America.  The 
American  merchants  trusted  the  country  store- keepers, 
and  they  the  people  at  large.  This  advance  of  credit 
may  be  stated  at  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  the  want  of  that  credit  now  is  one  princi- 
pal reason  of  those  usurious  contracts  mentioned  above. 
These  have  been  checked  by  the  institution  of  the 
bank,  but  the  funds  of  that  corporation  not  permitting 
thoseextensive  advances,  which  the  views  of  different 
people  require,  the  price  given  for  particular  accom- 
modations of  monpy  continues  to  be  enormous ;  and 
that  again  shows,  that  to  make  domestic  loans  would 
be  diflScult,  if  not  impracticable.  The  merchants  not 
having  now  that  extensive  credit  in  Europe,  which 
they  formerly  had,  the  obtaining  such  credit  by  gov- 
ernment becomes  in  some  sort  necessary. 

But  there  reniains  an  objection  with  many  against 
foreign  loans,  which  (though  it  arises  from  a  superfi- 
cial view  of  the  subject)  has  no  little  influence.  This 
is,  that  the  interest  will  form  a  balance  of  trade  against 
us,  and  drain  the  country  of  specie ;  which  is  only  say- 
ing in  other  words,  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  receive  money  as  a  present,  than  as  a  loan ;  for  the 
advantages  derived-hy  the  loan  exist,  notwithstanding 
the  payment  of  interest.  To  show  this  more  clearly, 
a  case  may    be  stated,  which  in    this  city   is   very 
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familiai'.  An  Island  in  Ihe  Delaware  orerflewed  at 
high  water  has  far  a  giren  sum,  suppose  a  thousaod 
pounds,  been  banked  in,  draihedj  and  made  to  pro- 
duct, by  the  hay  sold  from  it  at  Philadelphia,  a  con- 
siderable sum  annually  ;  for  instance,  two  hundred 
pounds.  If  the'owner  of  such  an  Island  had  borrowed 
in  Philadelphia  the  thousand  pounds  to  improve  it, 
and  given  six  per  cent  interest,  he  would  have  gained 
a  net  i*evenue  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  This 
certainly  would  not  be  a  balance  of  trade  against  his 
Island',  nor  the  draining  it  of  specie.  He  would  gain 
considerably,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  also  would 
gain,  by  bringing  to  market  an  increased  quantity  of  a 
necessary  article. 

In  Rke  manner  money  lent  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam  to 
clear  the  fbrests  of  America  would  be  beneficial  to  both. 
Draining  marshes  and  bringing  forests  under  culture,  are 
benefictal  to  the  whole  human  race,  but  most  to  the  pro- 
prietor. But  at  any  rate,  in  a  country  and  in  a  situation 
like  ours,  to  lighten  the  weight  of  present  burdens  must  be 
good  pdicy  by  loans.  For  as  the  governments  acquli^ 
more  stability,  and  the  people  more  wealth,  the  former  wiH 
be  able  to  raise,  and  the  latter  to  pay,  much  greater  sums 
than  can  at  present  be  expected. 

What  has  been  said  on  the  general  nature  aud  benefit  of 
public  bans,  as  well  as  their  particular  ufifity  to  this  coun- 
try, contains  more  of  detail  than  is  necessary  for  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  though  perhaps  not  enough  fojr  many 
of  those  to  whose  consideration  this  subject  must  be  sub- 
mitted. It  may  seem  superfluous  to  add,  that  credit  is 
necessary  to  the  obtaining  of  loans.  But  among  the  many 
extraordinary  conceptions  which  have  been  produced  dur- 
voL.  XII.  28 
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i«g  the  mrsisam  revplulian,  U  is  neither  the  \^ut  prip^ftli^t 
MWtbftl^ait  pQTQ^us,  tbut  %figi^er$  wiUtrqst  us  with 
unillioDs,  wbU^  PMr  own  citi»^us  wil)  not  trMSt  v^s  WAlfr  4 
slijUiQg.  Si^  m  opioioii  nm\  hi  uiifo^ed,  ^d  wMl 
ipjpi^i^  to  h)9  fake  ^t  the  first  gH^iOiEfi  7^  laneQ  g(i(,  qp 
%ame  occnaik^,  sq  vt^I^og  to  dfjcejire^  t^e^i^hnes,  4lftt  t^ 
nppst  fl«t^ring  e3tpiecta,^on|i  wiU  be  ibrmod  fitm  the  ac- 
kBowtedgemei^^  of  Ao^ipai^  ioidepeodepoe  hy  t^.  Statech 
(S#neral.  3ut  sorely  np  rea^ippi^lpiW  bope  cai^  bei  ri^sf  4  op 
tbft  carcpmstanceb  unless  Bf^etbiog  v^^e  be  clpnf  bj  our- 
a?)ire9^  The  loans  n^de  to  us  bitl^r^s  1^T«  ^i^t^  b^H 
by  tb^  Court  p|  FrEnc^  or  on  d^ir  ^r^d^i^  Tfesi  iS9iW^ 
mept  of  the  Vnit^  Ne<he?laiid«  oiTe  90^  &^  frppj^  bw§  »}?te 
to  lend,  that  they  must  borrow  for  themselv;^;  Th^  o^Qffv 
t^er^jfore,  that  oaja  be  a^ilcc^d  fvfm  tbeii^,  h  tp  be^<^e  se- 
(^v^inf^  ibf  Aooeripa  to  their. o^wn  smb^tsj  bfot  il  capnot  l^e 
esqpected,  that  tbej  wiU  do  t^s^  upjtiL  t)^y  $p^  assui^  9fii 
QO^vinised  tl^t  w^  v^ill  puncbjiittUy  p^y^  Thi^  fo^pws  ne- 
c^gsprily  frorn  tbie  na^ire  of  th^*  govermp^pti  ^d  nii|9(  b^ 
ctestrly  s$en  by  th^aeyeri^l  9m^  as  w^;a8  by  Cp^r^si^ 
ijjtjb^y  onjy  cQi;wic?i:  wb^t  comJcK^t  they  .would  pursue  po  a 
^mii^  oq/^as^n.  C^tainjy  Cpngiress  would  ppt  f^  tbi^ta- 
Si^ljifesia  ]^  siu^tion,  which  might  oblige  tb?^  tp  cajllQa 
the  several  States  for  money  to  p$iy  \k^  4^t$  of  a  ipr^e^ 
ppi^.  Since  t^i^n  np  aid  is  to,bje,  lool^d  tot  fronts  the 
Pu^ch,gpv^u«l«9Pt>  withpui  givi^  them^syaffici^  ^i^^ce 
pf  afisppsitioa  wi  afeili^y  tP  PW  bof^  p^iucqiflj  ai>d  iu*- 
t^l^e^t  pf  wbjilt  we  bprr^  5  anfl  ^K^e  the  s^p  evicjepipe 
5fb^U  wwW  copy.ii^  tjbie  gc^vernpipeftt  g^s^.c^^yipce  the 
9i4ii(i4^a^  tha|t  w^rapoje,  %  a^ipg.  t^,  aidr  of  govcfnmf»t 
f^\^  ciUboTf  kP  ut^Wiem^  or  iiy^flj^pj^)*  Ip^^Bfectpal  b^ 
^  1^.  ip^iy^  are  tak^p,  to,  ^m]4^  oh«i  qr^dit,  apd 
unnecessary  afterwards. 
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.  We  are,  therefore,  blrought  back  to  the  necetaitj  of 
estabU^ing  public  credit ;  and  this  must  be  done  at  hone 
before^  it  can  be  extended  abroad.  The  only  quenkm 
which  can  remain,  is  with  respect  to  the  means.  And 
here  it  must  be  remembered,  that  a  free  government  whoae 
natural  o^ridg  is  pdbUc  credit,  cannot  have  sustained  a 
loss  of  that  credit,  unless  from  particular  causes,  and  there* 
fore  thoso  causes  must  be  investigated  and  removed,  before 
the  effects  will  cease.  When  the  cootbental  money  wtB 
issued,  a  gresiter  confidence  was  shown  by  America^  than 
anjr  other  people  ever  exhibited.  The  general  prombe  ijS 
a  body  not  formed  into,  nor  claiming  to  be  a  government, 
was  accepted  as  current  coin ;  and  it  was  not  until  long 
after  an  excess  of  quantfty  had  forced  on  depreciatiOB,  that 
the  validity  of  these  pi-omises  was  questioned.  Even  then 
the  public  credit  still  existed  in  a  degree,  nor  was  it  finrily 
lost  until  March,  1780,  when  an  idea  was  entertained  ttuit 
government  had  committed  injustice.  It  is  useless  to  enter 
into  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  resolutions  of  that  pe- 
ribd.  They  were  adopted,  and  are  now  to  be  considered 
only  m  relation  to  their  effects.  These  will  not  be  atherM 
by  saj^iog  that  the  resolutions  were  misunderstood,  for  in 
those  things  which  depend  on  public  opinion,  it  is  no  mat- 
ter, (so  far  as  consequences  are  concerned,)  how  diat  opm- 
ion  is  influenced.  Under  present  circumstances,  dierefore, 
it  may  be  considered  as  an  incontrovertible  proposition, 
that  all  paper  money  ought  to  be  absorbed  by  taxation,  or 
otherwise,  and  destroyed  before  we  can  expect  our  public 
credit  to  be  fully  reestablished;  for  so  long  as  there  be 
any  in  existence,  the  holder  will  view  it  as  a  monument  of 
national  perfidy. 

But  this  alone  would  be  taking  only  a  small  step  in  the 
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importaat  business  of  establishing  national  credit.  There 
are  a  great  many  individuak.  in  the  United  Slates,  who 
truited  the  public  in  the  haof  of.  distress^  and  who  are  im- 
poverished, and  even  ruined  by  t)ie  confideoce  they  re- 
posed. There  are  others  whose  property  has  been 
wrested  from  them  by  force  to  support  the.  war,  and  to 
whom  certificates  have  been  given  in  lieu  of  it,  which, are 
eotirely  useless.  I  need  no  inspiration  to  show  that  jus- 
tice establishes  a  nation.  Neither  are  the  principles  of 
retigion  necessary  to  evince  that  political  injustice  will  re- 
ceive political  chastisement.  Religious  men  will  cherish 
these  maxims  in  proportion  to  the  additional  force  they  de- 
rive from  divine  revelation.  But  our  own  experience  will 
show,  that  from  a  defect  of  justice  this  nation  is  not  estab- 
lished, and  that  her  want  of  honesty  is  severely  punished 
by  her  want  of  credit.  To  tliis  want  of  credit  must  be  at- 
tributed the  weigljt  of  taxation,  for  the  support  of  the  war, 
and  the  cpnlinuaoce  of  that  weight  by  the  continuaupet  of 

Jbe  WW. 

.  It  is,  therefore,  with  ilie  greatest  propriety,  your  peti- 
tioners aiready  mentioned,  have  slated  in  thdr  Memorial, 
jihat  both  policy  and  justice  require  a  splrd  provision  for 
funding  the  public  debts.  It  is  with  pleasure.  Sir,  tbatl 
a^  this,  nuujerous,.  iperitorious,  and  oppressed  body  of 
HQiea,  who  are  creditors  of  the  public,  beginning,  to  exert 
thepfiselve^  for  the  obtaining  of  justice.  I  hope  they  imy 
^ncjceed,  not  oqly  because  t  wish  well  to  so  rigl^ous  a 
,pijrsuit,  but  because  their  success  will  be.  the  great  ground 
work  of  a  cvedit,  that  will  carry  us  safely  through  the 
present  just,  importijnt,  and  necessary  war;  which  will 
combine  us  closely  together  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace, 

.  which  will  .alivays  §ive  to  tbe  supreme  repres^tative  of 
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Americana  mean^of  acting  for  the  geperal  dtfence  on 
sudden  eroergineies,  and  which  will  of  cQDsecpience  pro- 
cure the  third  of  these  great  objects,  for  ^hicb  we  cooteod, 
peace,  lihertyi  and  sofety. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  'CCf  ent  principles,  by  which  we  are 
called  to  provide  solid  fuuds  for  the  national  debt.  Already 
Congress  have  adopted  a  plan  for  liqfitdating  all  past  ac- 
counts, and  if  the  States  shall  make  the  necessary  grants 
of  revenue,  what  remains  will  be  a  simple  executive  ope- 
ration, which  will  presently  be  explained*  But  however 
powerful  the  reasons  in  favor  of  such  grants,  over  and 
above  those  principles  of  moral  justice,  which  none,  bow- 
ever  exalted,  can  part  from  with  in^punity,^8till  there  are 
men,  who,  influenced  by  penurious  selfishness,  will  coat- 
plain  of  the  expense,  and  who  will  assert  the  impoasibjility 
of  sustaining  it.  On  this  occasion  the  senaations  with 
riQspect  to  borrowing  are  reversed.  All  would  be  content 
to  relieve  themselves  by  loan  from  the  weight  of  taxes, 
but  many  are  unwilling  to  take  up  .as  they  ought  the  weight 
of  debt.  Yet  this  must,  be  dpne  before  the  other  can 
happen  ;  and  i^  is  not  so  great  but  that  we  should  find  im- 
mediate relief  by  assuming  it,  even  if  it  were  a  foreign 
debf.  I  say  if  it  were  a  foreign  debt,  because  I  shall 
attempt  to  show^  first,  that  being  a  domestic  debt,  to  fund 
it  will  cost  the  community  nothing,  and  secondly,  that  it 
will  produce,  on  the  contrary,  a  considerable  advant^. 

And  as  to  the  first  point,  one  observation  will  sufficfs. 
The  expenditure  has  been  made,  and  a  part  of  the  com- 
mupty  have  sustained  jt.  If  the  debt  wer^  to  be  pfid  by 
a  single  effort  of  taxation,  it  could  cqly  create  a  transfer  of 
property  from  one  individual  to  another,  and  the  aggregate 
wealth  of  the  whole  cpmnjunity  would  be  precisely  ti^e 
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same.  But  sifice  nothing  more  is  attempted  than  mefely 
to  fund  the  debt,  by  providing  for  the  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  the  question  of  ability  is  resolved  to  the  single  pbitit, 
whether  it  is  easier  for  a  part  of  the  people  to  p^y  otie 
hundred  dollars,  than  for  the  whole  people  to  pay  si:!t  dol- 
Iars<  It  is  equally  elei^r,  though  not  equally  evident,  that 
a  considerable  advantage  wotild  be  {)roduced  by  funding 
out  debts,  over  and  above  what  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  the  consequence  of  national  credit. 

The  advantage  is  threefold.  Fir^,  many  persons  by 
b^g  creditors  of  the  public  are  deprived  of  those  funds, 
which  are  necessaiy  to  the  full  exercise  of  tlieir  skiB  and 
mdo^ryr  Consequently  the  cotnmunity  are  deprived  of 
the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  that  exercise, 
whereas  if  these  debts,  which  are  in  a  manner  dead, 
were  broi^t  back  to  existence,  monied  men  would  pur- 
chase them  up,  though  perhaps  at  a  considerable  discount, 
and  thereby  restore  to  the  public  nftany  useful  members, 
who  are  now  entirely  k>st,  and  extend  the  operations  of 
many  more  to  considerable  advantage.  For  although  not 
one  addkionail  shtiling  Would  be  by  this  tineans  brought  in, 
yet  by  distrftruting  property  into  those  hinds,  which  tmld 
render  tt  most  productive,  the  revenues  would  be  increased, 
While  the  original  stock  continued  the  same.  Secondly, 
many  foreigners  who  make  specutatbns  to  this  country, 
wocitd,  instead  of  ordering  back  remittances,  diredt  much 
of  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  to  be  mvested  in  our 
public  funds,  which,  litcording  to  principles  already  estab- 
lished, wouM  produce  a  clear  advantage,  widi  the  addftiom, 
froni  peculiar  circumstances,  that  it  would  supply  the  want 
df  dreiKt  to  the  mercantile  part  of  society.  The  last  btit 
ntH  ledst  advantage  fs,  that  in  restoring  ease,  harmony,  and 
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co^Meooe,  not  oafy  tbe  ^vefonMot  (beiog  mote  respoetr 
«ybie)  would  tie  voore  feqpeeted,  and  coofeqqenUy  betttr 
oliey^i  bat  tfae  qMituil  dei£og»  araoDg  aien  od  private 
credit  wQukl  he  facilitated.  Tbe  bovrora  wbicb  agitato 
IM9|ilt'«  nMods,  from  an  apprebeotionof  depreoaAag  papai 
i¥ould  be  dcoe  aw^y*  The  secret  hoardt  would  be  uah 
]Kf€kc4*  b  tbe  saiBe  rooinent  the  oeoessity  of  naoaey 
would  be  lesseuedf  and  tbo  quantity  iocreaaed.  By  tbcea 
tuemna  the  coUeetiooi  of  tama  would  be  facilitated)  and 
tbua  initead  o(  being  obliged  to  give  valuable  pioduce  ior 
useleBs  minefaW  that  |wo4uce  would  poieheae  tbe  thti^ 
we  s^u4  ia  n^  of,  and  we  should  obta»  a  sufficient  ciff* 
cidMng  mediutn,  by  giving  tbe  people  wbal  tbey  have 
a^wejci  %  fight  to  de»iand|  solid  asauranee  in  tbe  int^rity 
of  tbeiir4ruleva^ 

The  next  ocAfidenkti«a»  whieb  oAets  is  tbe  amoual  of 
publio  debt»  «id  eireury  good  Amesieaft  mm%  hoeaot  that 
eoi^hisieB  in  publie  affBuati  whieb  rendefs  an  accurate  sMe 
of  it  unattaiaablaw  Bm  it  meat  eomimie  to  be  so  until  ac» 
eeiints  «i  hoine  and  abroad  be  fiiUy  ac^iiMd.  Tbe  en* 
oioied  «  aa^  estimate,  ftwoisbed  by  tbe  Contnrfler  of  tbe 
Ti^easNiry ;  from  wbiei»  il  appear%  that  there  is  already  mi 
ankoAwMged  debt  heamg  imeimtf  to  the  amouoi  of  more 
tkm  tw^ve  andlioos  of  dollers.  On  a  part  of  this  also 
tbene^  is  a  large  arrearage  of  interest^  and  Uiere  is  a  very 
considerable;  debt  ensetiled,  ibe  evidemse  of  vfUcb  esiais 
in  viurious  cer^ficates^  given  for  property  applied  to  the 
public  service.  ThMh  service,  including  pay  dlie  Ho  the 
affmy^  pretiiouft  to  the  present  yeaf,  cannot  he;  estiimted  at 
leas,  tbeui  bc^eeui  aeiren  and  eight  aiiibMis.  Our  debt  to 
We.M%9t  QuJstian  )Ii^9,  is  ^ve  five  milfoasi  Tbe 
mtmasr  guessi  tbei^fore)  \nbicb  ean  be  made  at  the  siwi 
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total,  is  flroro  twenty  five  to  twentyseren  nttlK6ns.of  ddlars ; 
and  if  to'this  we  add  what  it  may  be  necessary  t6  borrow 
for  the  year  1783^  the  arnount^U  be,  with  interest,  by  the 
time  proper  rev^noes  are  obtained,  considerably  abovd 
tfairiy  mHKons.  Of  coarse  the  interest  wiH  be  between 
eighteen  hundred  thousand  and  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Aim!  here,  previous  to  the  consideration  of  proper  rev- 
enues for  that  amount,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  make  a  few 
general  observations ;  the  first  of  which  is,  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  United  States  to  obtain  money  in  loans, 
without  providing  beforehand  the  necessary  funds.  For  if 
those  who  are  now  so  deeply  engaged  to  support  War,  will 
not  grant  such  funds  ta  procure  immediate  relief,  certainly 
those  who  come  after  them  wHl  not  do  it  to  pay  a  former 
debt.  Remote  objects,  dependent  on  abstract  reasoning, 
never  influence  the  mkid  like  immedmte  sensibility.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  province  of  wisdom  to  direct  towards  proper 
oliyectB  Aat  sensibility,  which  is  the  only  motive  to  acuon 
among  the  mass  of  n^nkind.  Should  we  be  aUe  to  get 
money  from  the  Dutch,  without  6ni  providing  funds,  which 
is  more  than  doubtful;  and  should  the  several  States 
Mgleot  afterwards  making  {nrovision  to  perform  the  en- 
gagements^ of  Congress,  wfaieb  is  more  than  probable,  the 
credit'  of  the  .United  States  abroad  would  be  ruined 
forever.  Very  serious  discussions  also  might  be  raised 
amot^g  foreign  powers,  and  our  creditors  might  have  re- 
course to  arms,  we  might  dishonorably  be  compelled  to 
do  what  dishonestly  we  bad  left  undone. 

Secondly,  the  idea,  whtcfa  many  entertain,  of  solieiting 
bans  abroad  to  pay  the  interest  of  domestic  debts,  is  preg- 
nant with  its  own  destruction.  If  the  States  were  to  grant 
revenues  sufficient  only  to  pay  the    interest  of  present 
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deb(%  ^  migbi}  perhupt^  oimin  n^w  eiHMlit  upo»«  gibeMd 
opinioii.  of  «ttf  joetioe)  Aougb  thsf  it  l^ir  (Mtn  ctfttio. 
Piii:wl»eo.wa4)aiit  peyiftg  bylft&fs  ilie  immcst  of  deblB 
.nhrfUdy  :0(Wiitr9CiMl^  mA  osk  to  b«ifaw  for  tiie  piMf«a, 
P)pkikg  Uie  MiBe  )»rQmiM«c  to  otMnjhe  new  loaas,.  wbioh 
had  aJready  been  «n»ik  to  oiMtft  tMd  -oU*  V9  tb«]l  f^qrriy 
Im;  4iMfipoio(«d« 

Thirdly^  it  will  be.  Q^eel^iaR^,  oot  mAf^  thni  rave- 
11099  be  fftfLTnUklj  bRU  £btt  ibofld  rev^awM  be  amply  mat- 
{i^e»4t  fqr  (he  pnu^piese,  beeaua^  ^  wiU  preaendy  tp- 
f)ie9f)ie  dfiA^nejr  ^iMoM  be  highly  pereieieu9»' while 
eft  enceiui' weuld  b^  net  eniy^  eapiiejudieial,  but  Tery 
^mkt9gepi»>  ^  To.  perceive  thia  with  aU  neeeaaavy 
e^i^trmmyAl^mmt  .be<  j^memheMMi  that  thetet^iiuea 
4uiht4  fPi^^mtbiB  oeeaaioe  suMt  be  approprielfd^  to  the 
.purpoftes  for  iHthich  l^e}^  ajre  asked^  and-  io>  like  man* 
Mr  tbO'Siiaia  requinad  for  toerfiiiL  expendtinrca  muat 
be lkf»proprialed  tA  thei  oepreat  service.  If  lliaai'.%he 
(mfH^et  be  deficiaot  the  jaUer-cannot  be.lNMiQfbi^  in  to 
atqtfkly  ibe  defic^nMea).a0(l  of  oodrse  the  pttblie  credit 
wfrniAbeifimpfirei;  but  ibooU  there  be  ad  exeeaa  of 
revenue  .it  coeld.ba  appiiad  tp  {mytoent  e^  a  part-  of 
(b0j<M(»t  iisimatdiataty)  aiud  to  midi,  aiisev  if  ib«i  cuedita 
aboMM  Mve  depreewt^d  they  vfeiild  be  naiaed  •  to-  pav, 
t^qfier  ef. pajrment  would.  Induce  ctediDdrs  to  4oa»Br 
the  .intereiii*  Tibua  iiv  either  case>  (ha  meana  ef^mak- 
inSf^eiw  loai>aoa  goed  tarmrvceuld  be?  ettandedy  «id 
tb^D^ireasity.^aaJung  mei^  reveaues  ehinaled^  ' 

jLaatly^itbe  Mvelniiaa  wtghk  to  be  of  auch  at  raiuffe, 

as^naiMipll^  and  neeeasaHly  tQ<  incraaaa,  for  ove^kovs 

w4}lihave. a^ greater  eopfldeiioe  wihan  tikey^4>a«a  a  clear 

ptpapeatiHf  beteg.n^id^  andrihe  people  mU  alw^ 
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be  desirous  to  see  a  like  prospect  of  relief  from  the 
taxes.  Besides  which,  it  will  be  necessary  to  incur 
some  eoutiderable  expense  after  the  war^^  in  litakHig 
necessary  establishments  for  a  permanent  naval  fierce, 
and  it  will  always  be  least  objectionable  to  borrow  for 
that  purpose  on  funds  already  estabHshed. 

The  requisition  of  a  five  per  cent  impost,  made  on 
the  3d  of  Pebrtiary,  1781,  has  not  yet  been  complied 
with  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  but  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe  thatllwir  compliance  is  not  far  off, 
diis  revenue  may  be  considered  as  being  already 
granted.  It  will,  however,  be  very  inadequf^e  to*  the 
purposes  intended*  If  goods  be  imported  and  pHzes 
introduced  to  the  am^ount  of  twelve  million^  annually, 
the  five  per  cent  would  be  six  hundred  thousand^  from 
-which ^at  least  ene  sixth  must  be  deducted,  as  well 
ior  the  cost  of  colle<Hion  as  for  the  various  dcrfaK 
catiofM .  which  will  pfecesssorily  happen^*  and  wihich 
:it  is  un^ecessiBiry  to  enumerate.  It  is  not  safe,  thisre- 
ibre,  to  estimate  this  revenue  at  more  than  half  a 
miUitm  of  dollars,  for,  though  it  may  produce  m^re, 
yet  probably  it  will  not  produce  so  <  much.  It  was  in 
cdBseque>Bce  of  this,  that  ^n  ihe  2tth  day  'of  last  Feb- 
ruary^ I  took  the  liberty  to  submit  the  propriety  of- 
asking  the  States  for  a  land  tax  of  one  dollar  for  ^evWy 
hundred  acres  of  land,  a  poll  lax -of  one  ddlar  tki,  all 
fr»emeua«d  all  male  slaves  between  sixteen  and-sixty, 
(excepti«)g  sooh  as  xre  in  the  fed<^ral  army,  add  s^h 
as  ave.by  wo«mdis,or  otherwise  rendered  unfit  fm*  ser- 
:viae)  and  an  excise  of  one  eighth  of  a  dollar  per  gal- 
lon, on  ali^distilAed  spirituous  liquors.  £aoh  of  these 
niajr.be  estinaated  ^t  half  a  mii^oo,  and  should   the 
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produet  be  equal  to  the  esiimttion,  the  wmi  t<Kal  of 
iwemies  for  funding  the  puMic  de4>t8y  would  he  eqoil 
to  two  miHions*  What  has  beeo  the  fate  of  these  pro- 
positions I  ksow  not,  but  I  will  beg  liaye,  on  thh 
oecamon,  not  onty  to  renew  them,  but  also  to  state 
some  reasons  in  their  favor,  and  attswer  some  o^ec- 
tions  against  them. 

,  And  firrt,  as  to  a  land  tax.  The  advantages  of  it 
are,  thattift  can  be  reduced  to  a  certainty  as  to  the 
amoEUot  and  tioMS.  That  no  extpaordiiMHry  means  are 
neeessary  to  aseertain  it,  and  that  land  being  the .  ulti- 
ntfte.otyect  of. human  avariee,  and  that  speoies  of  per* 
maaent  property,  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  a 
couatry  as  nettfaer  to  be. removed  or  eoncealed,  it 
steads  foremost  for  the  objeet  of  taxi^ion,  and  ought 
most  particularly •  to  be. burdened  wHh  those  debts, 
whieb  hav^  been  ineurred  by  defonding  the  freedom 
of  ats  iohabitantSd  But  besides  these  general,  reasons, 
ib&ee  are  so^te.  whiish  are  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  this 
country.  ^  The  land  of  America  may,  as  to  the  propri- 
etors b^  divided  into  two  hinds;  that  which  belongs  to 
th6  gre aMandholders,  and  that  vrhich  is  owned  and  oe- 
eupied  by  the  industrious  cultivators.  This  latter  ck0$ 
of  oitmns',  is,,  generally  speaking,  the  most  numerous 
and  moat  valuable  pari  of  a  communitj*  The  arUaaa 
may^  under  any  government,  miniMer  to  the  luxuries 
of  the  rich,  and  the  rich  may,  under  any  govemmenl, 
obtain  tbe  luxuries  Ihey  covet.  But  the  free  b«»band^ 
man  is  the  natural  guardian  of  his  .country's  freodom. 
A  land  tax  will  probably,  at  the  first  meniion,  startle 
this  order  jDiC men.;  but  it  <^n  only  be  frofen  the.  want 
of  rofle^afo«^  or, the  ddbsion  must.be  k«pt  up  by  ..the 
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Itftifioe  «f  ^ei^  To  hm  who»  tuliivlite^  fr«^  tuie  to 
6¥ebuaidred'a9fQ39l^  Uoll^p^  hiftiidreci.  b  .a  4ri]fiifig 
oisgecty  bo^ '(»  him  who  o^fw  ^  tHintdred  Undusaad  it  is 
ll9fporUnt.  Yet  a  lat^e  prbportioD.of  Atcntrica  is  Ibe 
property  <^(  g#eat.  lluidbolders^  ihey-  mooop^ue  it 
without  «tt4tiv«iioB;  they  aroi  for  (he  most  part,  at  no 
expense  either  of  money  or  personal  ^terriee  to  defend 
it.  Mid  keepjog.ihe  ()i*iee  bighor  by  mon^fioly  thaq 
otfaerwise  it  would  be,  they  knpede  Uie  settUmeiilt  amt 
otiUui«of'lhe#Mintry4  A  land  tax,  tbeeefbre,  would 
haim  ihb  salotafy  opierarion  of  an  i^rariaa  latv  wtlbout 
tb»  iniquity,  h  Woufal  relieye  ibe  indigetit^  dnd'^^ 
gramliae  the  State  by  Jmoging  fo^operty  into  the  bands 
of  Ihaise  mko  would  use  it  lor  4the  fateefit  of  society. 
The  objections  agniUst  femib  a  tat,  aife  twofeU  ^first^ 
tbKt  It  isDneqaal)  add  seoondlyf  that  it  is  Mgb.  To 
obviate  the  itiequsUty,  som^  bare  proposed  an«e^lii»stid 
o€  the  vahm  <  of  difict^nt  lisnids  of  lalids.  But  tbk 
woiild  he  improper  9  because^  first,  it  ^irpuidi >&  atlencted 
with  great  delay 9  eapease,  and  inbenVsnience.^  Ss(s 
otldlyv  it  wdold  be^  nncertain^  and  therefore  imptoper, 
partioalaWy  when  -  oshii^i^d  as  a  fUod  for  public 
deUsi  Tl^irdr;^,  tbeoro  is  itio  vesBon  to*  believb^  Ihat 
say  estimate  would'  be  j^st^  and  eTen.  if  it  wei*e,it 
mn^  iie  abhually  varfedvx>r  else  eonie  Within  ilteforce^ 
of  tbeobjeetionias^tponfiy'as  er^er^  tbiyfdirtivto  i\'0(ild 
c^tmor^  thanibe  taxy  and  the  latter  would  nrot  afford 
tbe  roiwtily  titked  Mj  Lastly,  'sudi  vakiations  woirttl 
ofmrMie  as  a  tax  ufcerv  lAdbstry^  and  phomot^  thlil^  Isad 
mtlno)^lyy  \tbtkk  every  wi^  g^^tetnrqetit  will  '84i«dy 
ib  repreai^.  Bat  further^  tbe  time  riemedy  fiir  abf  ine^ 
cpiMity'  will  ba^^  obutswd  m  tto  spporliottteg  bthelf 
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f«!S«^  of  whiok  ttveni  urill  idtrayft  be  enough  to  equals 
i2«tbi«^  besides^  the  tftx  beings  permatvent  atid  fixedy 
it  i6  o^imdered  in  the  price  o/  iatid  cm  evefy  transfer 
iyf  profpetty^  sthd  that  prodaees  a  degreo  of  equality^ 
which  ti(»  valtfition  eouid  pOMfblynrriTe  at. 

In  a  word,  if  enact  tiuftiericil  proportion  be  sought 
aAdr  in  t»Ke$,  Xhdre  would  be  no  end  to  the  8earch4 
Not  oidy  tttight  a  poll  ttfx  bis  objected  to,  as  too  heavy 
alt  the  poor  and  too  light  on  the  rich^  but  when  that 
«bj0ctton  w«s  obviated  the  physical  difiTerences  hi  the 
hijrfnan  fraftie  would  altoe  be  es  .-endless  a  source  of 
Mi^entidti,  as  the  dtfierent  qualitiets  of  land^  The 
deesnid  objection,  that  the  tax  is  too  high,  is  equally 
futile  with  the  former.  Larnd  which  is  so  littlo  worthy 
that  the  eHVner  will  Mt  pay  unnualiy  oBe  penny  per 
aci^  for  the  delbnee  of  U9  oiight  to  belong  to  the 
soeiety  %y  whotfi  the  expanse  of  defending  it  is  de^ 
fray^.  But  the  tmth  is^  that  this  objection  tlt^ises 
Itoitt  and  ise&forcedby  those  men  who  can  very  well 
be^ar  the  expt?ti5^^  but  wh0  #i6h  to  shift  it  from  them^ 
^Vtesi  to  oihetls.  I  shall  elosn  thi^  subject  by  addi^gy 
th^t  9i  su(rh  k  t^x  would,  besides  the  be^^fits  to  be  de- 
rived frof«  the  objedt  of  it,  have  the  farther  art!  vantage 
of  encouraging  settlements  and  population,  tim  woeid 
redound  not  ofiiy  to  the  national  good,  but  even  tp 
the  particular  good  of  the^  landholders  theniselves. 

With  respect  to  the  poll  tax,  thoi'e  are  many  objec- 
tions against  it,  but  in  some  of  the  States  a  more  coi>* 
siderable  pOll  tax  already  exists  without  inconvenience. 
The  objefctions  are  principally  drawn  from  Europe,  by 
men  who  do  not  consider  that  a  difference  of  circum- 
stanceis  makes  a  matetial  difleren^e  in  the  nature  of 
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political  operaiMiis.  I&  some  parts  of  Europe^  whene 
nine  teatfas  of  the  people  are  exhausted  by  cootinuai 
kborf  to  proeore  bad  clothing  and  worse  foodi  this 
tax  would  be  extremely  oppresaive;  but  in  America, 
where  three  days  of  labor  produce  suatenanee  for  a 
week,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  aak  two  days  out  of  a 
year  as  a  contribution  to  the  payment  of  public  debts» 
Such  a  tax  will,  oiy  the  rich,  be  next  to  notlung;  on 
the  middltng  ranks  it  will  be  of  very  little,  coeae^ 
quenee  ;  and  it  cannot  a&ct  the  poor,  beoaifse  sueh  of 
them  as  are  unable  to  labor  will  fall  within  the  excep- 
tion proposed.  In,  fact  the  siiiuttion  of  America  diffiejrs 
so  widely  from  that  of  Europe  as  to  the  matter  now 
under  consideration,  that  hardly  any  maxim  which  ^ap- 
plies to  one  will  be  alike  applicable  to  the  other. 
Labor  is  in  such  demand  among  us,  that  the  tax  wiir 
fall  on  the  conaumeir.  An  able  bodied  man  who  de- 
mands one  hundred  dollars  to  go  if^to  mjlttary  servicd 
for  three  years,  cannot  be  oppressed  by  -  the  annual 
payment  of  one  dollar  while  not  in  that  service.  This 
tax,  also,  will  haVe  the  good  efiecti  of  placing  before 
the  eyes  of  Congress  the  numbers  of  men  in  the 
seyeral  States;  an  information  always  important  to 
government. 

The  excise  proposed  is  liable  to  no  other  ob^tion  than 
what  may  be  made  against  the  mode  of  coHeotbo,  but  it  is 
conceived  that  this  may  be  such  as  can  produce  no  ill.  con- 
sequences. Excise  laws  exist  and  have  long.  exiaie4  in 
tiie  several  States.  Of  .all  taxes,  tliose  on  tbe  con^ufAp- 
tton  of  articles  are  most  agreeable,  because  being  mingled  - 
vf'uh  the  price,  they  are  less  sensible  to  the  people  $  and, 
without  entering  into  a  discussion  with  which  speculative 
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meo  iiave  amused  tbeinselvet,  on  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  this  species  of  taxation,  it  maybe  boldly 
affirmed,  that  no  inconvenience  can  arise  from  laying  a 
heary  lax  on  ttie  ose  of  ardent  spirits.  These  have  always 
been  equaUy  prejudicial  to  the  constitutions  and  morals  of 
the  people.  The  tax  will  be  a  means  of  compelling  vice 
to  support  the  cause  of  virtue,  and  Kke.  the  poll  tax,  wilt 
<)raw  frotn  the  idle  and  dissolute,  that  contribution  to  the 
public  service  which  they  will  not  otherwise  make. 

Having  said  thus  much  en  the  propriety  of  these  taxes, 
I  shall  pray  leave  to  assure  you  of  my  ready  acquiescence 
in  the  choice  of  any  others,,  which  may  be  more  agreeable 
to^the  United  Stales  in  Congress,  praying  them  neverthe- 
less^ to  consider,  that  as  (be  situation  of  the  respective 
States  is  widely  different,  it  wtH  be  wise  to  adopt  a  variety 
of  tates,  because  by  that  means  the  consent  of  all  will  be 
more  readily  obtained,  than  if  such  are  chosen  as  will  foil 
heavy  only  on  particular^States. 

The  next  object  is  the  collection,  which,  for  the  most 
csbviouff  reasons  ought  tabe  by  authority  derived  from  the 
United  States.  The  collection  of  a  land  tax,  as  has  been 
abbve  observed,  will  be  very  simple.  That  of  the  poll  may 
be  eqtodlyeo,  becatise  certificates  of  the  pajrment  may  an- 
miaily  be  issued  to  the  collectors,  aiKl  they  be  bound  to 
return  tlie  certificates  or  the  money,  and  empowered  to 
conopel  apayimfnt  by  every  man  not  possessed  of  aoer- 
^^fiCdte.  if  in  addition  to  tins,  those  who  travel  from  one 
Slate  to  another  be  obliged  to  take  out  and  pay  for  a  new 
certific&te  in  each  State,  th^t  would  operate  a  useful  reg- 
ulation of  police ;  and  a  sliglu  distinction  bel^ween  those 
and  th^  common  oeftifieates  woold  still  preserve  their 
utility  in  numbering  the  people. 
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It  is  not  occesttiy  to  dw«)l  on  tbf  mode  of  eoikotittg 
tbese  branelies  of  revenue^  becwise  in  reason,  a  detemii- 
oation  on  (he  propriety  of  the  laxea  alioold  precede  H«  I 
will  only  take  tbe  liberty  to  drop  one  idea,  with  reapeet  to 
tbe  impost  already  required.  It  is  conceived  tibat  laws 
f lionld  be  so  ibrmed^  as  to  leave  liiila  or  nothing  tp.  tbe  di^ 
eretion  of  those  by  whom  they  are  eiMOUted ;  that  reve* 
irae  laws,  in  particular,  siiouid  be  guarded  m  this  xeipeei 
from  odium ;  being,  as  they  are,  stiffieienlly^  odious  iq 
tJiemselves ;  and  U^erefore  it-  would  bate'  been  well  to 
have  stipulated  the  precise  sum  payable  on  different  spe- 
cies of  commodities*  Tlte  objection  ia,  that  tbe  list- to  be 
accurate  must  be  numerous.  But  as  this  aoeuracy  ia  ne* 
cessary,  the  description  ouglit  to  be  ver7  short  and  general, 
so  as  to  comprise  many  commodities  under  ooi»  bead ;  and 
the  dt^ty  ought  to.  be,  filled  according  to  . their. 4i«erage 
value.  The  objection  against  titje  regulation,  ia,  thai  the 
tax  on  fine  commodities  would  be  trivial,  and  On  coarae 
.commodities  great.  This  indeed  is  ti'ue,  but  ii  h  det^irable 
ibr  two  reasons.  Firat,  that  coarse  and  bulky  commotti- 
ties  could  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  the  Ue^ydnij  ;  and 
that  fine  commodities  would  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  tlie* 
light  duty.  Secondly,  tliat  coarse  commodities,  generally 
speakiog,  miniater  to  the  demanda  of  neoee^y  or  ooare* 
ivence,  Aflf)  fine  commodities  to  those  of  Juxui^.  Tbe 
heavy  duty  on  the  former  would  operate  aii  eocpunagje* 
ment  to. produce  them  at  honse,  and  by  tiiat  meeeins  a  sU^ 
page  of  our  commerce  in  time,  of  war  would  be  most  Wl 
by  the  wealthy,  wtK>  have  always  the  most  abundant  means 
of  procuring  relief*  .       .  - 

I  shall  now,  Sir,  take  the,  liberty  to.  suppose,  that  the 
revenues  I  have  mentioned,  or  aomerOlheirSi.tOilbe  amotint 
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of  at  least  two  mUlions  net  amraal  produee,  were  asked  for 
and  obtained,  as  a  pledge  to  the  public  creditors,  to  con- 
tinue urttil  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  contracted 
or  to  be  contracted,  shall  be  finally  paid.  This  supposi- 
tion is  made,  that  I  may  have  an  opportuniCf  ,  thus  early,  to 
express  my  sentiments  on  the  mode  of  appropriation.  It 
would  be  a^  follows ;  any  one  of  the  revenues  being  esti- 
mated, a  loan  should  be  opened  on  the  credit  of  it,  by 
subscription  to  a  certain  amount,  and  pubKc  debts  of  a  par- 
ticular description,  or  specie,  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  subscriptions.  This  fimded  *debt  should  be  transfers- 
ble  under  particular  forms,  calculated  for  die  prevention  of 
fraudulent,  and  facilitating  of  honest  negotiations.  lit  like 
manner  on  each  of  these  revemias  should  subscriptions  be 
opened,  proceeding  by  degrees  so  as  to  prevent  any  sud« 
den  revolutions  in  money  matters,  such  revokiti^nis  being 
always  more  or  less  injurious. 

I  should  further  propose,  that  the  surplus  of  each  of 
these  revenues,  (and  care  should  be  taken  that  there  wouM 
be  a  surplus,)  should  be  carried  to  a  sioUngfond;  on' 
the  credit  of  wktcb,  and  of  the  general  promises  of  govern- 
tnent,  new  loans  should  be  opened  when  neeessary.  The 
interest  should  be  paid  half  yearly,  which  would  be  coave- 
nient  to  the  creditors  and  to  the  govemtment,  as  weH  as 
usefel  to  Ae  people  at  large  y  because  by  this  meass,  if 
four  diftrem  loans  were  opened  at  differeot  times,  the  in- 
terest would  be  payable  eight  tin>es  in  the  year ;  and  tfaus 
the  money  wotdd  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  as  fast  as  it 
came  in ;  which  woidd  require  four  officers  to  manage  the 
busioess,  keep  them  in  more  contant  and  regular  empk)y- 
ment,  dispmise  the  imerest  so  os'to  eommmd  the  confix 
dence  and  &oilitate  die  views  of  the  eieditars,  and  return 
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s^ddiljf  the  weakh  obtaiatd  by  ux«ft  inio  the  oomnw 
stock* 

I  knew  it  wiH  be  objectadi  tbtt  such  a  mode-  of  admiois- 
ttalioB  wouki  enable  specufetors  to  pevforoi  their  operar 
tions.  A  gpneral  aoawer  to  thie  would  bei.that  aojr  other 
laode  woeld  be  more  favorable  to  them.  But  iunber,  I 
coneeivet  firsti  ibat  it  is  tnuch  beneath  the  dignity  of  gpv^ 
emmem  to'inlermeddle  in  suoh  coesideratkMi*  Second)^, 
that  speculators  always  do  leaat  miaobief  where  they  are 
left  flNtft  at  liber^.  Thirdly,  that  it  is  not  in  builraB  pf  ur 
deooe  to  oounierect  ther  o^evitioair  by  laiva;  whereas, 
when  1^  alone,  they  kiinariably  eoonteraeft  each  other; 
and  ieiirtbly,  ihat  even  if  it  were  posiiUe  to  preveetapee^i- 
k4ioi^  ift  ift  precisely  the  thing  whieh  ought  not  to  he  pre- 
vemed ;  beoanse  he  who  waeti  money  to  oommencet  P^r- 
sitey  i)r  eaUead  his  busiaesa^  is  nMNre  benefited  by  aelliAg 
stock  of  any  kind,  even  at  a  cooaiderabie  4iaeoiioC»  than  iie 
eoidd  be  by  the  rise  of  it  at  a  fuutre  period ;  eMry  man 
Miig  aUe  to  jiadge  better  of  hie  own  bnaieesa  aod  at^alioft 
thaa  the  government  can  for.  hisK 

So  fiitlch  w^Nild  not  p^rbapa  have  bees  aaid  q&  the  hea4 
of  tUis  ob)eelioo»  if  it  did  not  Bateraliy  lead  to  a  petition j 
v4ueb  baft  hkhert6  been  ruinoafi^  and  naigbtv  prove  falalr 
liieite*  are  mmiy  meoy  aod  aortie  of  ^mn  honest  m^ 
ii^boso  aeel  agaimt  speetdation^  If  ada  thein  to  be  $on»eiiiaea 
iHimieidfid  not  only,  of  soaod  policy,  but  even  cff  naoBal 
3uslic6.  It  is  not  unoonMneci  tK>  heari  that  thosie  who  ba¥e 
bought  the  pufaia  debto  for  smM  fluma^  diight  only  to  be 
paid  tbrir  pufthaae'ilioiiey;  The  reiMow  gii^eo  afe^  thai 
they  faai>e  tfeJem  advanti^  of  the  distreaidd  erediaar^  laid 
shtiwn  8^  diffidsaoe  m  the  publie  indi.  As  ta  the  firet^il 
nnua  be  feiaembeaed^  that  in  giving  ihe^  Creditor  leoney 
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farlBs  il«bt,  «hft3r  hftve  at  ]mai  dfcrdci  him  Mcne  mIM^ 
vrtrich  be  ooirid  not  obuin  etsmrhere,  mi  if  ihqr  are  de- 
prived of  the  expeeied  benefit,  tbey  wfH  never  iA>cd  iiaefa 
reKef  egaie:  As  to  the  seeend,  those  who  buj  up  ibe 
fHibiie-  debts,  ebow  at  least  es  niiieb  eonfideaoe  in  the 
pdblic  JMh  as  these  who  sell  them.  But  aNeering,  for 
nffgumeot  sake,  that  they  hare  exhibited  the  dffideoce  • 
oeaaphiiiied  of,  it  would  certaiply  be  wiser  to  rmiove  thMi 
to  justify  it.  The  ooe  mode  tends  to  create,  estaUtsh,  and 
secure  public  credit,  md  the  other  to  sap,  overUnm,  and 
des^^  iti  Policy  is,  therefore,  on  this,  as  I  believe  it  to 
be  on  every  other  occamoo,  upon  the  same  side  of  the 
queslion  with  honesty.  Honesty  tells  us,  that  the  duty  ef 
the  public  to  pay,  is  tike  the  saoie  duty  in  an  individuai. 
Havieg  benefited  by  the  advances,  they,  are  bound  to  re- 
^lee  them  to  the  party,  or  to  his  repvesentatives.  The 
debt  is  a  species  of  property,  and  whether  cHsposed  of  for 
the  whole  nominal  value,  or  the  half,  for  something,  or  for 
fiothitig,  is  totally  immaterial.  Tl^  right  of  receiving  and 
tfae  duty  ei  pi^ng  roust  always  continue  the  sam^.  In  a 
word,  that  government  which  can,  through  liie  intervention 
of  its  Courts,  compel  payment  of  private  debts,  and  per-' 
fbraiance  of  private  contracts,  on  principles  of  distribodye 
jeMice,  but  refiises  to  b^  guided  by  those  principles  as  to 
their  own  ceii&a<^9  merefy' because  they  are  not  amen- 
able [to  human  laws,  shows  a  ilagitioim  contempt  of  moral 
obUgations,  which  must  necessarily  weaken,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  thm  authority  over  the  people. 

Bif^e  I  conclude  this  kmg  letter,  it  would  bis  unpardon- 
aUe  not  to  mention  a  fund,  which  has  long  smce  been  sug- 
gested, and  dwells  still  on  the  minds  of  many.  Tou 
AonbttesB,  Sir,  antictpate  my  namidg  of  what  are  odled 
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the  btck  laadsb  Tbe  queatoon  as  to  the  property  of  tboie 
lands,  I  confess  nqrself  utteriy  iacooipeteot  to  decide,  and 
shall  not  for  that  reason  prestime  to  enler  on  it.  B«t  it 
is  my  duty  to  mention,  that  tbe  oflbr  of  a  pledge,  tbe  right 
of  which  is  contested,  wot^  have  ill  ooosequeoces,  and 
could  have  no  good  ones.  It  could  not  strengthen  our 
credit,  because  no  one  would  rely  on  such  a  pledge,  and 
the  recurrence  to  it  would  give  unfovorable  impressions  of 
our  poUtioal  sagacity.  But  admitting  that  tbe  right  of 
Congress  is  clear,  we  must  remember  also,  that  it  is  dis- 
puted by  some  considerable  members  of  the  confederwy. 
DisseiUions  might  arise  from  hasty  decisions  on  this  sub- 
ject. And  a  government  torn  by  intestine  commotions^  is 
not  likely  to  acquire  or  maintain  credit  at  home  or  abroad* 

I  am  not,  however,  the  less  clear  in  my  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  alike  useful  to  tbe  wliole  nation,  and  to  thpse 
very  constituent  parts  of  it,  that  the  entire  disposition  of 
those  lands  should  be  in  Congress.  Without  entering, 
eberefore,  into  the  litigated  points,  I  am  induced  to  believe, 
and  for  that  reason  to  suggest,  the  proposing  this  matter 
to  the  Stales  as  an  amicable  arrangement.  I  hope  to  be 
pardoned  when  I  add,  that  considering  the  situation  of 
Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia,  it  might  be  proper  to  ask 
their  consent  to  matters  of  tbe  clearest  right.  But  that 
supposing  the  right  to  be  doubtful,  urging  decision  in  tbe 
present  moment,  might  have  a  harsh  and  ungenerous  ap- 
pearance. 

But  if  we  suppose  this. matter  to  be  arranged  either  in 
the  one  mode  or  in  tbe  other,  so  diat  the  right  of  Congress 
be  rendered  indisputable  (for  that  is  a  previous  point  ^f  in- 
dispensable neo^sity)  the  remaining  question  will  be,  as  te 
tbe  appropriation  of  that  fund.     And  I  confess  it  does  not 
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ai^ieflr  to  me,  that  tbe-irane&s  resukiog  from  it  are  such 
as  maR)F  are  led  to  believe.  When  tbe  imiq^ation  is 
iieated  in  pursuit  of  ao  object,  it  is  generally  oTerraled. 
If  tb«ie4aDds  were  now  in  the  bands  of  Congress,  and 
tbey  were  wilUng  to  mortgage  them  to  their  present  *cred^ 

'Iters,  unless  this  were  accompanied  with  a  due  provision  for  . 
tbe  interest,  it  would  bring  no  relief.     If  these  lands  were 
to  be  sold  for  tbe  public  debts,  tbey  would  go  off  lor 
almost  nothing.     Those  who  want  money  could  not  afibrd 

^to  buy  land.  Tbeir  certificates  would  be  bought  up  for  a 
trifle.  Very  few  monied  men  would  become  possessed  of 
tbem,  because  very  little  money  would  be  invested  in  so 
remote  a  speculation.  The  small  number  of  purchasers 
would  easily  and  readily  combine ;  of  Consequence  they 
would  acquire  the  lands  for  almost  nothing,  and  effectually 
def(^t  the  intentions  of  government ;  leaving  it  still  under 
tbe  oecessily  of  making  further  provbion,  after  having 
needlesriy  squandered  an  immense  property. 

This  reasoning,  is  not  new.  ^  It  has  been  advanced  on 
similar  occasions  before,  and  the  ejLperience,  which  all 
America  has  had  of  the  sales  of  confiscated  estates  and  the 
like,  will  now  show  that  it  was  well  founded.  The  back 
lands  then  will  not  answer  our  purpose,  without  the  neces- 
sary revenues.  But  those  revenues  will  abne  produce 
the  desired  efi^ct.  The  back  lands  may  afterwards  be 
formed  into  ^  fund,  for  opening  new  bans  in  Europe  on  a 
low  interest,  redeemable  within  a  future  period,  (for  in- 
stance twenty  years)  with  a  right  reserved  to  the  creditors 
of  taking  portions  of  those  lands  on  tbe  non-payment  of 
tbeir  debts,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time.  Two  modes 
woukl  ofier  iat  tbe  liquidation  of  those  debts.  First,  to 
render  pajwieni  during  tbe  t^m  to  those  who  would  not 
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consent  to  alier  the  nttnre  of  l^  d«bt;  wiiich,  if  our  credit 
be  well  estaUisbed,  wouM  ptaee  it  or  the  general  iootiog 
of  natioaal  fekb.  And  secoaoHjr,  «d  sell  portions  of  tlie 
land  (durbg  the  term)  mtffioient  to  4iiecherge  tin  mor^ge. 
I  persuade  myeelf,  that  the  consent  of  the  reluctant  migbt 
be  obtained,  and  that  this  fiiod  might  hereafter  be  eon- 
rerted  to  usefot  purposes.  But  I  hope  d^at  in  a  moment 
when  the  joint  dFort  of  all  is  indispensable,  no  causes  of 
attereation  may  be  mingled  unnecessarily  in  a  i}uestiOn  of 
such  ipflnite  magnitude  as  the  restoration  of  public  eredtt. 
Let  me  add,  Sir,  thaft  unless  the  money  of  foreigners  be 
brought  in  for  the  purpose,  sates  of  puMic  lends  wbuld 
ot^  absorb  that  surplus  wealth,  which  might  have  beeri 
exhaled  by  taxes ;  so  that  in  feet  no  new  resour^  is  pro- 
dtieed.  And  that  while,  as  at  ^present,  the  demand  fer 
money  is  so  ^eat  ae  ^  raise  inttt'est  to  &re  per  oent  p«r 
meiMh,  public  lands  mnst  sell  ^xtmrneif  low,  were  ibe  itiie 
ever  so  clear.  W^t  dien  can  be  expected,  w4ien  the 
validity  of  that  title  is  >ene  object  of  the  wiar  ? 
1  have  llie  lionor  to  be,  kc.     " 

RC^ERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THS   PBEStDSNT  OV   CXXlTGRBflS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  30th,  1782. 

1  do  myseif  die  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspection  of 
Congress,  estimates  ibr  the  service  of  Ae  year  IJW, 
anKMmcing  in  the  whote  to  eleven  millions.  I  should  be 
strielly  justified  in  praying  a  requisttioo  of  ^e  United 
Slates  for  thai  sum,  but  I  eonoeiv)*  that  the  demands  mad« 
should  be  th^  lowest  which  >iur  eircumstanees  wiH  p^BsMy 
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admit  of*  I  am  pMttiad^,  tbftt  if  tbe  Unitad  Smum  m 
CoDgire8i»  will  adopt  those  laeans  of  «eoiioiBy,  wbiob  are  io 
tbeiF  ppyrar,  wa  OMy  aave  two  milHoos ;  aod,  diereforo,  on 
^  prasoKOptioo  tlM  tboae  metoa  iviU  bo  adoptad,  I  tbdtt 
ask  only  oioe  nuUioos*  Covgfress  will  obsecvof  tbat  tbo 
eatimataa  of  tho  Marii^  Depafttaeat  amount  to  two  mmiooa 
aod  a  hidf ;  wfaer^ui  there  waa  bo  eitimate  made  for  thai 
sarvice  in  tb^  laat  year^  aoy  more  tbao  for  the  Civii  List. 
There  can  be  do  doubt  that  the  eeemy  have  changed  their 
mode  of  warfare^  aod  w31  make  their  prkieiipal  exettioM  in 
the  naval  line*  It  becomes  ii%  therefofOi  to  m$ke  like 
eMrttoosy  and  that  for  the  plainest  reasons. 

Experience  baa  riipwn  that  the  efibrts  to  obtain  a  lar|e 
array  bave  for  many  years  proved  utterly  fmidess.  The 
Qoiy  effiiet  of  those  e&rts^  ha^  bean  to  enbance  the  price 
of  ftttcb  men  as  were  obuined,  aod  therein  to  disable  the 
Sftatesi  who  eacerted  tbeinaeli^es  to  rme  recruiiBi  firom 
poiumg  si^Ues  ato  the  pfibUp  Treasury.  Thus  we  bave 
not  only  be^  unable  to  get  more  meo»  but  also  to  pay  and 
support  those  which,  we  bad  gotten.  Admittii^  however, 
that  the  required  number  were  <rf)tained  and  properly  siip^ 
ported  as  an  army^  these  thii^  ere  deiur ;  first,  that 
without  na^  aid  we  could  not  make  an  impression  on  the 
en^a^gi's  posfts*  Secondly,  that  thay  wouhl  be  able  to 
hsms»  e»4  distress  ua  in  every  quarter,  by  predatory  inr 
cursiotts.  Thirdiy,  that  tbey  would  prevent  ua^  irom  re*- 
ceivieg  those  supplies,  which  are  jiecessary  flike  te  the 
opf ratkmfi  end  axiatence  of  m  army.  And,  fourthly,  that 
their  inroads  on  our  eommeroe  would  produce  sueb  dis^ 
Vreps  to  ihe  eounlry,  as  to  make  our  revenues  utieriy  un- 
psodu^lyof  ftpd  finilHy  bring  our  $^fym  to  destriietioo. 
,   An.  armyi  therefore,  .wjtbout  a  mfty  wauld  be  burden- 
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some,  without  being  able  to  give  essential  aid,  si^pomg 
the  enemy  to  have  changed  their  system  of  carrying  on 
the  war.  But  if  we  bad  a  navy,  we  should  be  aUe,  first, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  predatory  incursions. 
Secondly,  we  should,  at  least,  keep  the  ships  they  have  on 
our  coast  together,  which  wouM  prevent  them  from  injur- 
ing our  commerce,  or  obstructing  our  supplies.  Thirdly, 
if  they  kept  in  this  country  an  equal  or  superior  force,  we 
should  by  that  means  have  made  a  powerful  diversion  in 
favor  of  our  allies,  and  contributed  to  give  theris  a  naval 
superbrity  elsewhere.  Fourthly,  if  our  enemy  did  not 
keep  an  equal  or  superior  force  in  this  country,  we  should 
be  able  by  cruising  to  protect  our  commerce,  annoy  theirs, 
and  cut  off  the^  supplies  directed  to  their  posts,  so  as  to 
distress  their  finances  and  relieve  our  own.  Fifthly,  by 
eeonomising  our  funds,  and  constructing  six  ships  annually, 
we  should  advance  so  rapidly  to  maritime  importance,  that 
our  enemy  would  be  convinced,,  not  only  of  the  impossH 
bility  of  subduing  us,  but  also  of  the  certainty  that  his 
forces  in  this  country  must  eventually  be  lost,  without 
being  able  to  produce  any  '  possible  advantage.  And, 
sixthly,  we  should,  in  jthis  mode,  recover  the  fuH  posses* 
sion  of  our  country,  without  the  expense  of  blood  or 
treasure,  which  must  attend  any  other  mode  of  opera- 
tions ;  and  while  we  are  pursuing  those  steps,  which  leittd 
to  the  possession  of  our  natural  strength  and  defence. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  the  influence  of  these  considerations, 
will  not  only  lead  the  councils  of  America  to  adopt  the 
measures  necessary  for  estabiishmg  a  navy,  but  ^at  by 
economising  as  much  as  possible,  we  may  be  able  (bwn 
the  sunas  now  to  be  asked  for)  to  do  more  in  that  line  than 
is  contained  in  the  estimate ;   but  as  this  must  depend  on 
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circumstances,  which  we  cannot  command,  so  it  is  not 
prudent  or  proper .  to  rely  on  it.  Having  already  stated 
the  lowest  necessary  sum  at  nine  millions,  I  proceed, 
Sir,  to  propose  that  four  miliions  be  borrowed,  which  will 
reduce  the  quotas  to  five  millions.  1  make  this  pro|K)- 
sition,  under  the  idea,  that  the  plans  contained  in  my  letter 
of  yesterday's  date  be  adopted.  The  quotas  then  being 
fivie  millious,  the  sum  total  of  what  will  be  taken  from  the 
people  will  amount  to  only  seven  rrtillions ;  and  of  that,  firll 
twelve  hundred  thousand  will  be  paid  back  as  the  interesf 
of  our  domestic  debt,  so  as  not  to  be,  in  fact,  any  burden 
oh  the  whole  people,  though  a  necessary  relief  to  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them.  On  this  plain  statement  I  shall 
make  no  comment.  I  shall  only  pray,  that  as  much  ex- 
pedition may  attend  tl^e  deliberations  on  these  objects  as 
the  importance  of  them  will  permit,  so  that  the  States  nmy 
be  in  a  situation  to  make  speedy  decisions.  And  this  is 
the  more  necessary,  as  the  ttegotiations  Ibr  a  hun  must  be 
opened  iii  Europe  early  next  winter. 
I  have  the  honor  fo  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*  August  1st.  This  day  many  people  expected  that  my  engage- 
ments to,  supply  the  Paymaster  General  with  money  to  discharge 
the  notes^  which,  under  that  engagement  he  had  issued  to  the 
officers  of  the  army  on  account  of  their  pay,  would  he  broken,  and, 
consequently,  that  my  public  credit  would  be  lost,  and  a  train  of 
evils,  easy  to  be  conceived,  ensue  to  the  United  States.  But  hav- 
ing warranted  Mr  Pierce,  the  Paymaster  General,  to  give  his  notes 
in  February  last  to  all  the  officers  of  our  atmy,  viz.  to  all  subalterns 
for  the  amount  ^f  three  months'  pay,  that  is,  for  January,  February, 
and  March,  17^2, 1  have  for  some  time  past  been  providing  for  the 
performance  of  this  engagement,  and  to  accomplish  it,  have  been 
distressed  in  a  variety  of  channels.  When  this  engagement  was 
taken,  it  was  at  tlie  pressing  instance  of  the  Commander  in  Cbief^ 
VOL.     XII.  31 
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TO   T^t  aoVERVOK   OF    ltHOD£    ISI»AKD. 

Office  of  Finftpce,  Au||ru8t  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  presume  you  Iiave  been  before  this  informed,  that 
all  the  States  except  Rhode  Island,  have  acceded  to  the 
impost  law.  A  committee  of  Congress  lately  ap- 
pointed on  this  subject,  did  me  (he  honor  to  request 
my  attendance,  with,  that  of  your  Delegates,  to  hear 
the  objections  from  them,  and  know  from  me  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  requisition.  After  a  long 
conversation  the  committee  mere  about  to  confer  on  a 
report,  which,  at  my  request  they  were  pleased  to  sus- 
pend, that  I  might  have  the  last  opportunity  of  pray- 
ing your  attention  to  the  subject.     And  I  was  induced 

imd  to  enable  thd  officeni  to  clothe  thetnselres,  which  they  conid 
not  have  done  without  that  eeaaoaabie  *  aid.  At  the  time  this  ef^ 
^gement  waa  made,  I  had  a  ri^ht  to  expect  that  four  miUious  of 
dollars  would  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States ;  as, 
agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  two  millions  were  to  be 
paid  on  tKfe  1st  day  of  April,  and  two  millions  on  the  Ist  day  of  July. 
Instead  of  receiviixg  those  sums,  I  have  not  to  thi9  hour  received 
fifty  thousand  dollars  on  account  thereof,  and  have,  therefore,  been 
compelled  to  raise  this  money  by  selling  t>ills  of  exchange  oh 
France.  Upon  sending  for  Mr  t*ierce^s  return  of  the  note^  I 'issued, 
1  find  they  amount  to  one  hundred  and  forty  diousahd 'two  Ihund're'd 
and  sixtysix  dollars  j  of  which  l^r  Sands  ifa  possesised  6f  ttiirtyhiiie 
tliousand,  which  he  has  delivered  up.  on  my  paying  part  of  the 
ftHMiuiii  nQ\\\  and  part  to  be  paid  a  short  time  hence,  which  leaves 
|o  be  provided  for  about  eighty  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fortj'^ix  dollara  \  and  as  tliis  debt  Will  be  punctually  paid,  it  leaves 
only  an  unprovided  balance  of  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty  doll^s,  whi(j)i  I  tUink  will  be  ready  before  payment  is  de- 
miLiid^d  ;  so  th»t  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  malicious  and 
dt^ffeclifd  v>'lll  in  thid  instance  be  disappointed,     hidry. 
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p)  a)?tke  Hiat  request,  ^  well  ^r  tjia  avoiding  iboae 
4^ag^e^l^  4i^CM3sioQ,99  whjch  capnot  ey,i3t  beUvcei) 
^be  Upippi  Jtnd  ^  individMfM  S<?^?  \;yithout  induciqg 
p^rniciQ.U3  cQ(u^ei)<,iQUceS|  as  l>eca^$e  it  appeared  to  me^ 
ib^  jljfee  r^asQ^^w  prg^  againat  passing  Ih^  impost  ar? 
^t  ^oQclusi^ve,  n^^m^  h^e^  thought  them  to  be. 

}Hr  Lowell  w,^  90  kiad  a?  to  promisie^  that  hf 
ifi'ould,  st^t^  hU  objeetiooa  in  writing-  Tlxis  bo  ba^ 
dafte,.a»d  ^  copy  of  U>em  is  ei^M^lQWi'     They  arc, 

1st.  That  the  imppst  would  ,draw  a  disproportion^ 
supply  frpfx^  either  i^^rp^aoj  or  ^owunier. 

.  2dly..  Tha^  R^de  I^l^nd  imports  and  cof^vm^ 
ipojce  of  foreign  acticles  in  jprppprtipQ,  than  aay  othef 

3dly«  T^t  iroqi  bpt  jaanHivij^e  sitUAtioo  she  is  exr 
pp^^d  to  great  losses. 

4th)y.  Thak  the  ei^clusive  bej»efit  of  tho  impost 
a)fo^ld  k^  C3rjri€|(jl  to  accpur^t  of  the  StsO^. 

5thly.  That  the^papost  will  rai?ie  pricey*  find  therer 
fore  manufajQtures  kQMgh,t  from  ih^  neigbbpring  States 
wiU4raw.^  rey^ijiue  from  ^hode  Isla^^. 

6thly.^  That  duties  imposed  by  the  neighboring 
S^aljBs  p^ay  fiftjwp^  JRhode  Jl^a,Dd  to  subsist  by  foi;eig|i 
AiTlUlea. 

7ihly.  Tl>ajt  n^any  ^paen  vs\l{  he  .fmpiw^d  in, the  col- 

.,  Stbjliy.  X*at  4,t  ,would  >e  ^ftvaded  by  smugglii^ ;.  9^^ 

BMy»  'I'b.ajt  the  collection  mw^  be  otyectionable. 

.To  each  ^^  th«^  h  wi41  reply  in  ,thpir  order* 

, Jjtf . ,  To.  4eterfpinp  ,>¥ihptber  the^fwpo^  will  act  pro- 

portionably  or  not,  we  must  consider^4ll  wh/i^  r^sp^pt 

thid.p^piqirti^  jftitp  be  t^^.    Jf  it  be  a  proppfUon 
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between  two  of  the  States,  that  will  be  considered 
ander  the  second  head ;  if  it  be  a  proportion  among 
the  people  of  the  same  State,  it  is  only  recurring  to 
the  question,  whether  taxes  on  consumption  are  useful ; 
for  so  long  as  no  man  pays  the  tax,  but  he  who  chooses 
to  purchase  the  article,  the  disproportion,  If  any,  is  of 
his  own  creating.  The  necessity  of  a  revenue  to  a 
certain  amount  must  be  admitted.  Is  it  then  wise  to 
raise  a  part  of  it  from  the  conmmpiion  of  foreign  arti- 
cles ?  I  say  the  consumption,  because  the  tax  un- 
doubtedly falls  Off  the  consumer  and  not  on  the 
importer.  If  this  be  riot  a  wise  tax,'  what  shall  we 
substitute?  Articles  of  primary  and  immediate  neces- 
sity are  made  in  the  State,  of  Rhode  Island.  Both 
food  and  raiment  can  be  had  without  crossing  the  At- 
lantic in  search  of  them.  Every  man,  therefore,  is  at 
liberty  to  use  foreign  articles  or  not.  If  he  does  use 
them  the  tax  is  voluntary,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
considered  as  disproportionate,  an^^more  than  for  one 
man  to  wear  silk  while  another  wears  wool. 

2dly.  That  Rhode  Island  consumes^  mbre  foreign 
commodities  in  proportion  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union,  cannot  be  admittted.  Rhode  Island  cerlainFy 
makes  many  commodities,  but  the  more  southern 
States  are  in  the  habit  of  importing  ever)rthing. 

3dly.  That  Rhode  Island  is,  from  its  situation,  liable 
to  the  unhappy  accidents  of  war  is  true ;  but  this  in- 
cidental evil,  arising  from  an  advantageous  position, 
cannot  be  addiic^  as  a  plea  for  exemption  from  public 
burdens.  WcW  York  has  suffered,  lit  least  as  much 
and  as* long.'         '  ^     .     ..  .  .; 

4thly.  .That   the   exclusive  benefits  of  an  inlposi 
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should  be  carried  to  the  State  where  tt  is  collected,  ts 
a  position  utijtist  in  itself,  and  which  wouhl  forerer 
prevent  any  duties ;  wherefore  It  would  cut  off  not 
only  one  of  the  most  productive,  but  one  of  the  most 
useful  branches  of  revenue.  Rhode  Island,  Pconsyl- 
.vania  and  some  other  States  carry  on  the  comiiierce 
of  their  ncighburs  as  well  as  their  own,  from  which 
they  derive  great  riches.  The  duties  are  always,  (like 
the  risks  and  the  expenses)  paid  by  the  consumer  ;  for 
unless  this  be  so,  no  tolerable  reason  can  be  assigned, 
why  foreign  commodities  should  be  dearer  in  war  than 
in  peace.  !f  then  a  considerable  duty  were  bid  by 
the  commercfal  State,  it  would  fall  on  its  uncommcr* 
cial  neiglrbor.  That  neighbor,  therefore,  would  im- 
mediately take  measures  to  carry  on  its  own  torn- 
merce,  and  prohibit  the  bringing  of  articles  from  the 
commercial  State.  Those  nteasores  would  produce  a 
repeal  of  the  dnty.  1  take  no  notice  here  of  the  alter- 
cations which  would  arise;  it  is  sufficient  tO'show,4h«t 
4he  private  view  *bf  rerehue  for  the  State  would  be 
defeated. 

«  Sfhly,  and  45thly.  These  objections  do  not  appear  to 
We  to  apply,  because  in  the  first  •  pla^e,  I  can  hardly 
suppose  the  neighboring  Sldtes  will  ever  think  of  lay- 
ing duties  on  4he  prbdnce,  for  If  any  of  them  should, 
her  citizens' would  be  the  sufferers.  Secondly,  if  the 
artiicle  of  prbdiice  be  feft  uncontrolled  by'  the  govern- 
ment every  indi'riduiil  vriU  be  a  check  on  the  avidiiy 
of  his  neighbors,'  and  (f  by  this  means  a  piece  of 
American  goods  can  be  vended  cheaper  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and than 'a' piece  of  foreign  goods^  thef  consumer  in 
Rhtide  Isfaiid-Will  by  the  purcfatlse  of  it  i»ave  money  to 
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JiimMlA  wd  thfrefiw  to  Ihe  /^pwtryt  Aufl  «^  4l»p 
dttty  jp  ooUocted  poly  on  foreign  gpQclf  bfi  will  not  pay 
ib«  Jvity,  anil  of  «ou«8e  Uke  4ttty  90  )h9  Sut9  wU)  b? 
00  much  lh«  l«fl»»  , 

7thly;  Th«  seventh  obje^sljon  will  apply  vmvp^ 
firongly  to  olmost  any  other  )mi  o(  Hjan^,  ke^^^  tkip 
in«y  be«oifectfid  by  9  yery  sro'aU  wirolw  ofmon. 

8ih)y,  The  ^ghlh  ob^tion  I  ^lui^^  ^milt  ))eoaM«e 
forming  my  opi4»ion/Df  tb^t  Sl»te.  (vom  wbat.l^aon^eivo 
10  be  ih0  ebaraiHer  of  ibe  geia^lQinftn  whp  mi^e^  tho 
ebjeotion,.  I  .eaanot  believe  it  to  be  yalid'  $i;nMggiing 
was  fof inerly  net  4isr0p»i9bl»  b^cimfe  it  was  tbp  ^va4- 
ingol  laws,  fffhif^h  vere  npiiai^det^y^ proper  wM^ority, 
and  Ihereibre  not  loWg^itory }  but  npthing  ^^^  b^  more 
intftmooa  than  te  defm^Md  piir  o^j»  Koi^exofn^nt  pf  ^ 
poor  a  piUan<Je;  and  I  trnft*  that  if  any.  i^divWw^ 
were  inelinei  tiadO)8o,  he  wonW  be  4i9iuac|^4  ^y  tbe 
^t  person  who  saw  t^ini,  ai^  ivpuld  l^  a^  n^qh  n^cr 
fioaed  to  Ahe  resent^manl  >nd.  ic^^nH»t  ^  Ms  feJift^Av 
dticenaAs  w  infornier  wpuId.)i^Q^e«^  in  |^  ii^k^ 
alluded  to. 

9ihly;  The  last  ot^^em  pvgU  .wH  *p  ba  w^de, 
because  tberj^  is  ftp  i-eitspp  Ao  j^Mpppse,.  th^t  ^Jpngreas 
wonild  d)QVi^  Cleans  «o  opp^^ess  .t,h€}ir  ii^low.  qi(i;sffi^ 
JJMt  it.  is  on^  of  oor  greateat  misfort^Qns^  thai  fli/sn  arp 
ik|>it  u>  cewftp  from  i^ne  thing  |tp  >iinotih^  tb^  j^  vfary 
4iwiinilar,  Tlxe  pariiftenwt of  JEngls^nd.  fip^i  noithii^ 
about  the  eon^equenoea  o£  law^  mpj^  6^  ^^  be^^^^ 
^they  were.  no).  *8f cted  by  thein.  This,  J&  always  the 
ca^e  nn^  anjchc^r^c^on^jst^nc^^^  ?ind  ioxm»  oni^  of  the 
moat  ppwprful  {Afumenta  in  f^y^  ^J^  fr^aa  goye^rnaiefuta. 
BuJ  haw  a^nit  bfi  85ippoaM>  hW^r^  fm^^^.  ^of  C«o- 
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gress  who  is  liable  to  be  recalled  at  a  moment's  warn* 
ing  would  join  in  measures  whSfih  are  oppressive  to' 
the-pflfofilo^  m4' wbteb^  te  mitA  fiecessarily  himself  feel 
the  weight  of,  withotit  deriving  any  advantage  from 
them.  For  it  is  not  hetd  ds  in  England,  that  there  is 
a  King  to  buy  votes  for  bad  purt>oses.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  bis  seduced,  it  must  be  by  the  Coo- 
gi^ess,  which  IS  absurd.  If  indeed  the  Congress  were 
cithei^  an  hereditary  body,  s^lf-exlstent,  or  if  they  were 
^1f-elected,  thi^re  might  b^  room  for  apprehension,  but 
as  they  are,  there  can  be  none; 

Now,  Sir,  the  state  of  things  is  shortly  this.  The 
United  Slates  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  people  of 
America.  They  have  called  Ibr  revenues  to  jiay  their 
debts  in  a  course  of  years,  being  the  only  means  of 
revivihg  credit  and  lightening  burdensi  All  the 
Stated  cotiisent  but  fthbde  Island,  to  whose  citizens  a 
viery  considerable  part  of  this  debt  is  due.  Of  eonse^ 
qtkebce  the  whole  is  suspended.  The  reasons  assigned 
a^e  purely  focal,  and  I  Verily  believe  tire  founded! 
on  mistaken  principles.  The  l'fc"^^el1de,  however,  if 
grakited  is  in^uffieient.  More  must  be  demanded  ;  and 
consequently,  as  all  tastes  are  unpleasant  some  State 
will  be  found  t6  Oppose  any  whidh  can  be  devised,  on 
quite  ^s  gOod  grotnid  as  Ihe  present  opposition.  What 
then  is  the  consequence  f    . 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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TO    SIB  ,GUT    CARLETON. 

OIBm  of  fUMBMy  Aug  oat  98th,  ASSIt 

I  do  myself  the  boiior  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency, 
letters  from  tbc  masters  of  two  flag  sbips>  which  have  lyr-. 
rived  in  this  port  wUh  American  prisoj^er^  L  have  sent 
them  in  by  Mr  John  Qreene)  one  of  the  persons  that  came 
in  the  Symmetry,  who  will  bring  such  orders  as  your  Ex-, 
cellency  may  think  proper  to  trausmit  ,to  those  gentlemen. 
I  have  furtlier  to  mention,  Sir,  that  I  intend  delivering  to 
one  of  them  such  British  marine ,  prispners  as  may  be  in 
this  place  or  its  vicinity,,  when  t^ey  depart,  provided  their 
r^eceipt  shall  be  deemed  a  proper  evidence  pf  the  delivery, 
on  a  settlement  of  tbe  account  hereafter.  On  this  point 
Isijall  be  happy  tojearn  yoiu;  sentiments. ,  It  might  have 
been  more  proper  to  have  addressed  myself  to  Admirai 
Digby»  especially  as  Mr  Greeue  carries  the  duplicates  of 
a  former  letter  to  btm.  But  &3.  the  Kipg'^  servauls  in 
England  have  placed  t,he  tnasterf  of  these  flags  under  your 
Excellency's  dire;ciious,  I  wms  led  to.  conclude,  that  if  the, 
concurrence  of  the  Adniiral/ should  be  necessary,  you 
would  take  the  trouble  of  obtainipg  it. 

,    I  have  tbehquor  to  be,  with  perfect  resppct,  &tc. 
.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ALBXAHDER    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  Aiignst28th,  1782. 
Sif, 
1  have  duly  received  your  several  favors  of  tbe  22d  and 
27tb  of  July,  and  10th  and  13th  of  August.     My  not  an- 


rame^  for  ymi  #il4  easHf  conceive  the  ftiolupliciif  bf 
<iljcK}ts  4o  whicb  I  ttfoit  Hum  my  attention.  I  am  very 
•orry  m  learn  ihat  yoQ  ie&n  no  Idnger  continue  i»  tbe  offiee 
4}f  ile<$ciif«t.  ItWnldl  bav0  given  me  great  pleasore  tbat 
yM  sbouM  have,  doile  «o,  beenuse  I  am  injre  that  you 
w<MiId  bam  rendered  very  ai^al  senses  to  tbe  puUic 
t^uae*  This  yon 'wfH  now  do  in  anotber  Ime,  rtiore  impbft- 
^afnt  at  it  is  more  est^mive ;  and  the  justness  of  your  aen- 
timenta  on  pobtie  affab«s,  induee  my  Warm  wish  tba«  you 
MitRy  fiAd«  pltto«  in  Godgte*  so  agreeable,  tbat  you  may 
be  ioduoed  to  eominoe  in  itw 

S  am  sorfy  lo  learn,  tbat  arfy  kcter  of  mine  ^loald 
bate  g^itaen  >()^iiee  ;  ^ut  (  eoneiude  that  this  eSbct  mast 
feflovvfroin  many  purts  of  my  writings  and  o<mdnct;  bd- 
c«(ise  the  st^dy  porsiiii  of  what  appears  to  be  tbe  true 
hm  of  dur|r  will  necessarily  m'osa  the  various  oblique  views 
of  imenm  aMi  opinion^  To^oflbndid  son^etimes  t  fatilt, 
always  a  misfortune.  Tbe  letter  in  qciefKfori'is,  I  silppose, 
under  tke  dale*  of  the  llth  of  Deeembei",  of  which  I 
encloee.you  a  eof^.  Let  me  at  (be  same  tinie  B^nite 
ykni/tbitjq  all  your  excellent  l^tev  of  tbe  13th  instant,  I 
mostestieem  tb^etau«e  now  ki  questiKMi^  bec^ns^  it  cbti- 
taint  tb^t  iiselnl  infofmetion  wbieb  is  leasi  commod.  I 
will  maic<e  no  apiAbgjea  for  the  tetter,  taaio^  one,  because 
flfpelegies  and  liar^  useful,'aiid  wbe^e  tho'  intention'  falAs 
bteo'  good,  tiny  arte  t6  candid  minds  nnnecess^yy.  Po^ 
seicied  (tf  tjpe/faota  yoo  can  guard  against  misl^presehtjiuop, 
latnd  I  have  fooiid  thaiie  be  tlUB  most  hostile  weapdn,  whitib 
either  my  personal  or  poliiicbl  eiteinfies  have  been  able  to 
m^iekl^ogaiost.me. 

I  haive  Act  e^en  yet^een  the  resokilions  of  your  L^gi^ 
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Itinre,  rriadve  to  an  exteimm  of  the  fiowets  of  Coogn 
I  bad  supposed  the  sanio  reasoo  for  thoni  tbtt  you  hare 
expressed.  .  Ind^d  pow«r  is  igmpr^Wf  suph  a  dtrji^ 
oljject.witb  weak  mi»ds,  ibat  tbey  mtist  feei  extreme  ra- 
kictanoe  to  bid  it  farewell  i  oeitber  do  I  belie?e  tbat  any- 
tbing  will  induoe  a  geoeral  cooseot  to  pert  witb .  it»  but  a 
perfect  sense  of  abMkite  oecessity.  Tbis  may  arise  from 
two  source^  the  one  of  reason  the  oiber  of  feeling ;  the 
.  former  more  safe  and  more  .qacertmiii  the  latter  always 
secure  and  often  dai^rous.  It  is,  my  Dear  Sir,  in  eur- 
^umstances  like  these,  that  a  patriotic  mind  seekiog  the 
great  good  of  tbe  whole  on  enlightened  priaoiples,  oao  best 
be  distinguished  from  those  vulgar  souls,  whose  narrow 
optics  eaa  see  but  the  Httle  circle  of  sel^  eonceros.  Un- 
happily such  sQuU  are  but  too  common,  and  but  too  often 
.fill  tbe  seats  of  dignity  and  antbority.  A  firm,  wise, 
manly,  system  of  federal  government,  is  what  I  ooce 
wished,  what  I  now  hope,  what  1  dare  not  expect,  but 
what  I  m\\  not  despair  of. 

Your  descriptioa  of  the  mode  of  coUectiiig  taxes,  con- 
tains an  epitome  of  the  follies,  which  prevail  from  .one  end 
of  tbe  continent  to  .the  other.  There  is  no  end  to.  the 
absurdity  of  human  nature.;  mankind  $ee^  to  delight  in 
contrast  and  paradox, Jor  surely  nothing  eke  eoukl  sano- 
.  ti^y:  (during  a  contest  on' the  precisa*poim  of  being  4axed 
by  our  own  cooaent)  tbe  arbkrary  polioe^  which  on  this  sub- 
ject, almost  universally  prevails.  God  graot  yausueeass 
in  your  views  to  amend  it.  Your  ideas  ob  the  sofaject 
arei  perfeotiy  correapoadent  to  my  own.  Aa  to  your  doubt 
on  tbe  a#de  of  colleoting  it,  I  would  wish  to  obviate  k  by 
tlie  observation,  that  the  further  off  we  can  remove  4he 
apppin^pent  of  collectors  from  popular  influence,  the  more 
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effectual  wiH  be  their  operMlpn^;  ^^  ihe  more  tbey 
conform  to  the  views  of  Congress,  the  mote  effectually  will 
they  enable  that  body  to  provide  for  general  defence.  In 
political  life,  the  creature  will  generally  pay  some  defer- 
ence to  the  creator*  The  having  a  double  set  of  officers 
is  indeed  an  evil,  but  a  good  t^ng  is  not  always  to  be  re- 
jected because  of  that  necessary  portion  of  evil,  which  in 
the  course  of  things  must  be  attached  to  it  Neither  is 
this  a  necessary  evil,  for  with  a  propeir  federal  government, 
army,  navy,  and  revenue,  the  civil-  administration  might 
well  be  provided  for,  by  a  ^tarop  act,  roads  by  turnpikes, 
aod  navigatt<xi  by  tods. 

l^e  account  you  give  of  the  State  is  by  no  means  fiat- 
tiariog;  and  the  noore  tnte  it  appears,  the  more  C6ncern  it 
gives  me.  The  loan  I  hope  will  be  completed,  and  1  wish 
the  «eAo2e  amount  of  the  tax  may  be  collected.  The  forage 
plan  I  have  disagreed  to,  and  enclose  for  your  information, 
the  oopy  of  my  iettei*  on  that  subject  to  the  Quarter  Mas-- 
t^  General.  I  believe  your  State  is  exhausted,  but  per- 
haps even  you  consider  it  as  being  more  so  than  it  is. 
The  certificates,  which  now  (otm  a  useless  load,  will  (if 
the  United 'States 'adopt,  and  the  several  States  agree, 
to  a  plan  now  before  Congress)  become  valuable  pro- 
perly. This  will  afford  great  relief.  The  scarcity  of 
money  also  may  be  immediately  relieved,  if  the  love  of 
popuUMT  favor  would  so  (ar  give  way  to  the  love  of  public 
good,  as  to  enforce 'plentiful  taxation.  The  necessity  of 
imving  money,  will  always  produce  money.  The  desire 
of  having  it  produces,  you  see,  so  mocb  as  is  nt cessiary  to 
griitify  the  desire  of  enjojring  foreign  luxuries.  Turn  the 
stream,  which  now  flows  in  the  channels  of  commerce,  to 
those  of  revcni»e,  and  the  businefes  is  completed*     Unfor- 


353  muvw^  W>miMf 

tuaately  for  u»y  this  is  m  ^p^r^tion  which  require  forti* 
tide,  perseverance,  virtue,  and  ivhieh  cannot  be«  eSi^eted 
by  the  weak  or  wicked  mind^)  w1k>  have  oi^y  )iiarMal,  pri^ 
vate,  or  interescad  viewa.  , 

When  I  conaisdcr  the  exarticMf*,  which  the  .  coiwiry 
haa  already  made»  under  striking  dieadvanliigea,  and  with 
aatonisbing  prodigality  of  imtional  wealth,  by  p^micienis 
modes  of  applying  it»  i  persuade  inys^lf  ibat  regular 
consistent  efforts  would  produce  ntuoh  more  than  y^)^ 
,  supposei* 

For  your  accurate,  clear,  aad  coniprehGRsive  d^scriptio* 
of  general  and  particular  characters,  sentiraents,  ami  opicK 
ions,  acce|)t  my  sincere  Uianks  and  waroi  approbation. 
They  do  equal  justice  to  yoi#i-  takots,  bolli  for  observ^liott 
j»d  description. 

]V]f  Duer's  attention  to  the  bu»ness  of  his  eonlrad,  is^ 

,  very  pleasing  to  me,  and  honorable  to  himself*     1  am  very 

sorry  that  he  should  lose  by  it,  but  to  avoid  this,  as  much 

as  possible,  I  am  determined  to  support  him  by  lihtftral?  ud* 

vjsmces  so  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  do  it» 

1.  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be  yours,  ^o. 

RjOBERT.WOJRRU}. 


TO   QJBOttqS   WASHIIIiPTOir. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  29th,  17182. 

Sir,  •  . 

I  have  now  to  address  you  oa  a  subject,  which  cj»nm^ 
be  more  painful  to  you  than  it  is  to  me*  1  am  delerintned 
to  act  justly,  and  therefore  when  I  find  that  1  sliall  b^on*- 
able  to  pay  the  contractors,  I  will  give  tliero  due  notice  in 
seaspn.    This  period  is  fast  approaching,  and  unless  the 
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States  make  infinitely  greater  exertions  than  they  have 
hitherto  done,  it  OMist  soen  arrive*  To  comprise  this  mat- 
ter in  a  short  coinpass,  your  army  is  fed  ait  a  dollar  for 
nine  rations,  or  three  dollars  and  a  third  per  month  to  feed 
«  9(A4ieu  T^veoiyfour  tlioti^od  ratioos  per  6ay  would 
therefore  amotwt  to  eighty  thousand  dollars  monthly, 
which  is  ropre*  than  ^  been  paid  by  all  the  States  oo 
th^  1st  instant.  The.  object  of  this  letter,  Sir,  b  to  re^. 
quest  that  you  will  consider  how  your  army  is  to  be  sub- 
sbled  or  kept  together,. if  I  am  obliged. to  dissolve  the 
oofHracta*  1  pray  that  Heaven  may  direct  your  mind  to 
^me  mode  by  which  we  may  be  yet  saved.  I  have  done 
all  that  I  could,  and  given  repealed  warnings  of  tlie  conse- 
quences, but  it  is  like  preaching  to  the  dead.  Every  ex- 
ertion l^m  capable  of  shall  be  continued  while  there  is 
the  least  glimmering  of  hope. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  8tc. 

ROBEET  MORRIS.* 

i  August  29th.  Mr  Duane,  Arthur  Lee,  Abraham  Clark,  and 
S9^i;iel  Q9g09d,  a  CpmmUt^c^  of  Xaqnii^*  aairae  thu  raorniag  and 
pi:Q<;,eede<l  in  their .biwrnese.  They  deilred  me<,to  make  but  an  ac- 
cgmit  of  nil,  tije  moneys  that  hiave  come  into  mjr  hands,  and  those 
\|rhich  I,  hav^  paid.  They  asked  the.  ceufms  for  employing  Mr 
Swanwick)  and  proceeded  in  other  parts  of  their  inquiry  until  the 
hpui  for  going  to  Cor^esa  atrived.  They,  in^jijred  into  the  reason* 
fQt.^P9inUn^  Reeeivew.of  Continental  tiweein  each.  StajLci,  and  Mr. 
C}4rk.«|;i^p>r)efised.  doubts,  of  my  autjiority  to  make  ihose  appointmenta. 
I  therefore  produced  the  Ac.^  of  Congress  of  the  3d,  of  November, 
1781 ,  which  satisfied  him  on  that  point.  I  informed  the  Committee, 
that  my  reasons  for  making  newt  appointments^  in  preference  to  em* 
ploying  the  Loan,  oflac^rs^wfiie  firsts  th^  l-owi  afll<;ers.haF€  notse^ 
tied  theijTji^sconnt*.  witli  thft  United  States,  and  some  of  them  have 
long  accounts  depending;  secondly,  although  some  of  them  may  be 
fit,  all  are  not ;  thirdly,  had  the  money  paid  by  the  States,  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  been  put  into  the  hands  c^  the  Loan 
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TO   GEOIIGB  WJkSHDICrnMI^ 

Office  of  Finance,  August  30Ui,  £782. 
Sir, 

Mj  letter  of  the  39tli,  wfaieb  is  enclosed,  I  have  written 

for  two  reasons ;  one  that  you  may  be  informed  and  I  noay 

sts(nd  justified  in   every  respect,  should  tfoe  event   take 

.place  ;  the  other,  which  is  the  principal  one,  that  yoa  may 

found  a  warm  application  on  it  to  the  States.     Yoo  wtii,  i 

hope,  keep  this  entirely  to- yourself.     You  wiH  see,  that  I 

have  not  intrusted  a  view  of  it  to  my  Secretary,  or  to  any 

of  the  clerks.     The  effisct  of  your  application  must  depend 

on  raising  a  very  general  alarm. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  bo. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

officers,  the  people  entitled  to  the  intexest  on  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates, issued  by  these  gentlemen,  would  have  been  very  clamoroas 
for  payment.  They  would  not  have  entered  into,  or  adipitted  the 
distinction  of  moneys  granted  for  revenue  or  for  current  expenses  of 
the  year.    Diary.  * 

•  September  3rf.  This  day  1  requested  a  Committee  of  Congress  for 
a  conference.  Mi?  Rutledge,  Mr  Osgood,  and  Mr  Madison,  were 
appointed,  and  I  proposed  to  them  to 'present  the  seventyfour  gmn 
ship,  America,  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty ;  wht>  has  lately  lost 
Le  Magnifiqaej  a  seventyfour  gun  ship,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  The 
Committee  were  unanimously  of  opinion  with  me,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate incident  affi^rded  Congress  an  opportunity  of  showing  a  mark 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  attachment  to  their  ally,  by  enabling  his 
Minister  to  continue  the  force  of  his  fleet  at  a  time  when  it  cotild 
not  otherwise  be  done.  Besides  the  propriety  which  there  is  in 
showing  this  mark  of  attachment  and  gratitude  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  t  have  several  dther  strong  and  pointed  reasons,  which  in- 
duced me  to  propose  and  always  to  support  this  measure.  Th«  w%nt 
of  money  in  our  treasury  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  this  ship,  is  amongst 
the  number.    Diary. 
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TO  'Mm  i^juBi^mT  or  ooiwkbss. 

(Mc9  ofV'mtakc;  September  9ih,  1783. 
Sir, 
1  did  myself  the  honor  to  propose,  in  my  letter  of  the 
^Otb  of  Juty  last,  die  borrowing  of  four  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  service  of  tbe  ensuing  year.  It  always  gives  nae 
pain  to  repeat  any  appKcatioii  to  Congress,  because  it  ia 
toy  duty  to  suppose  ibey  |>ay  every  proper  attention  to 
those  things,  which  are  submitted  (o  their  consideration. 
B«it  1  must  take  tbe  liberty,  on  this  occasion  to  observe, 
(bat  tbe  many  eogagemifints  I  have  been  compelled  to 
make  for  tbe  purpose  of  supporting  the  public  service  to 
tbe.  present  moment,  w^  all  fall  due  between  this  and  tbe 
first  of  next  year. 

My  prospects  of  reHef  from  the  revenues  of  America 
are  slender  indeed.     As  a  safe  opportunity  for  Europe 
,  will  c^er  in  a  few  days,  Coogress  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider that  tbe  momeets  are  precious.    Tbey  will  consider, 
^at  I  cannot  act  in  this  business  without  their  authority, 
etid  that  it  will  take  sonie  days  to  prepare  tbe  necessary 
d^patdaes,  even  after  that  authority  is  given.     I  hope, 
Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  desiring  to  precipi* 
tate  any  acts  or  ress^iAUoos.      We  are  fast  approaching  to 
the  wifiter.    If  evjerytiiilg  codd  be  ready  by  the  15th  of 
this  month,  we  could  not  reckon  on  the  arrival  of  des- 
patches at  Paris  before  the  beginning  of  November.     A 
month  !»  hilt  ta  short  period 'to  transact  this  important  busi- 
ness, and  this  would  not  leave  another  month   for  the 
winter's  passage  back. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  tb^  honor  to  be,  be, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


$56  ftb»l:ltT  MdfitllD?. 

Office  I^Fittiiice,  September  9tfa,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  dates  of  itie  enclosed  letters  wiH'  shoxr  ywi  my  ex- 
treme relactance  to  wouod  your  mind  urifh  lkf&  anxi^]|»s 
id)ich  distress  my  own.  At  the  lim^  thoy  trere  tfiritteii, 
I  was  sore  pressed  on  every  qonrter ;  but  n  ^imm  of  hope 
i^oke  in  upon  (ne,  and  induced  nid  to  beair  up  stiH  longer 
against  lire  torrent  of  demand^  which  wii^  railing  open 
me.  Tliese  would  long  since  hat^  overwhelmed  me,  h&d 
I  been  supported  only  by  tlie  r«venti8i  dr^wn  froto  tfce 
Slates. 

At  length,  however,  my  otbev  resources,  whfch  ai4 
nearly  exhausted,  have  become  useless  by  th^  tmai  sttig- 
nation  of  trade,  owing  to  tlie  expeetaiioivs  of  p^dde.  There 
isi  thfe»efot>e,  ii(»^ier  dependence  left  bdtthetniEes^  atifd, 
uRiess  these  bectmie  knrftedittety  prtMhaciM  of  funds  siiffl* 
cient  to  feed  our  troopl»;  I  need  tiot  descritue  the  conse- 
qtjvences*  Ah^ady  I  an^  id  ari^ars,  in^  spiie  of  my  iSbm. 
I  am  decemiin^d^  howeiter,  to  continue  fhose  efib&t^  to  the 
last  moment,  but  at  present,  I  r&alJy  kno«w  not  wMch  way 
to  turn  myself. 

Witii  ihe  most  sinceire  esteem^,  &c. 

R«M9ERT  MORRIS. 


TO  mCSSBB   WXLIiINK   &  CO.,   liildTERlftAM. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  Sf4th,  ItSd! 
Gentlemen, 

Prescming,  fronfv  the  iettdri  of  yomrself  md   6f  Mr 

Ad^anis^  that  the  baft  opened  on  account  of  the  United 
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States  of  America  under  year  >  auspices  is  fiUe^,  I  do 
myseir  the  honor  to  enclose  you  sundry  nets  of  Congreesi 
by  which  you  will  see  that  the  amount  is  subject  to  my 
disposal.  Whatever  measures  1  mey  take,  you  will  from 
time  tc  time  receive,  due  notice  of,  uniess  the  miseorriagt 
of  letters  by  the 'accidents  to  which  they  are  at  present 
subjected  should  prevent. 

1  have  now  in  view  a  money  negotiation,  which  may  or 
may  not  take  place  according  to  circumstances,  but  whieh 
will  probably  be  aeoompliriied,  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
to  two  inifttons  of  florins.  If  it  should  be  effected,  Messrs 
Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  bankers  at  Pari&,  will  have  occasion  to 
draw  on  you.  I  am  now,  therefore,  to  desire  that  the  bills 
drawn  by  that  liouse  to  whatever  amount,  be  punctually 
horifored  and  paid  on  account  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
in  a  reliance  on  this  that  1-  shall  take  my  measures,  and 
a  failure  of  payment  would  be  attended  with  the  worst 
consequences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    LE    COUTEULX    il  CO.,    PAHIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  24th,  1782. 

Gentlemen, 
Enclosed  you  have  letters  of  this  date  to  the  house  of 
Messrs  Le  Couteulx,  at  Cadiz,  and  to  Wilhelm  and 
Jan  WiHink,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Stapliorst,  and  De  la 
Land  and  Fynj^,  at  Amsterdam.  These  two  letters,  which 
I  am  10  request  that  yoU  will  forward,  are  left  open  for  your 
perusal,  and  will  explain  to  you  the  object  which  I  now 
have  in  view. 

VOL.  XII.  33 
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The  UnUed  States  having  moneys  ki  HoUsn4,  which  are 
very  necessary  for  the  public  service  here,  1  have  deeoied 
it  best  to  bring  liieno  tbrougli  tlie  Havans,  for  the  followiog 
reasons.  First,  bills  of  exchange  cannot  bo  negotiated  here 
to  the  necessary  amount,  and  are  oven  then  negotiated  at 
the  rate  of  thirteen  per  cent  discount,  fiecondiyt  as  it  is, 
therefore,  necessary  to  import  money,  the  risk  is  less  from 
the  Havana  than  from  Europe.  Thirdly,  it  might  net  be 
agreeable  to  the  prejudices  of  many  to  draw  from  Europe 
their  circulating  coin  ;  and,  fourtMy,  I  expect  tliat  a  con- 
siderable gain  will  be  made  on  the  negotiations.  Thus, 
for  instance,  to  take  it  in  its  greatest  extent,  I  am  informed 
timt  bills  on  Cadiz,  at  thirty  days'  siglu,  sell  ct  the  Havana 
for  an  advance  of  eight  per  cent ;  and  that  bi\h  qn  Paris 
sel(  at  Cadiz,  for  an  advance  of  nine  per  cent ;  and  Uiere 
is  also  an  advance  on  bills  drawn  from  Paris  on  Amster- 
dam ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that  a  considerable  time  is 
also  gained  in  these  various  negotiations  ;  and,  tlierefore,  if 
any  benefit  can  be  derived  to  the  United  States  from  that 
circumstance,  you  m\\  govern  yourself  accordingly.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  circumstance  relating  to  the 
business,  I  have  on  you,  Gentlemen,  the  most  perfect 
reliance. 

I  think  it  will  be  best  for  you  to  know  immediately  of 
the  genilecien  in  Amsierdam,  whether  they  will  answer 
your  drafts  to  tlie  amount ;  because,  if  they  should  raise 
any  obstacles  in  the  way,  those  may  be  removed  in  season 
from  tliis  country,  provided  an  early  notice  be  transmitted  ; 
for  1  expect  you  will  receive  this  leUer  by  the  time  Mr 
reaches  the  Havana,  if  not  before ;  and  I  do  not 
suppose  that  his  bills  can  reach  Cadiz  in  less  tlian  two 
months ;   and,  of  course,  at  one  usance  only  (and  tliey 
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sfadtif  if'thdt  cnn  be  done  without'  loss,  be  drawn  at  tiro 
usances)  they' will  not  be  payable  uniil  three  months,  and 
then  if  time  is  necessary,  you  will  direct  the  bouse  in 
Cadiz  to  draw  at  two  usances  more,  which  will  bring  the 
business  to  between  five  and  six  montlis  from  your  receipt 
of  my  letters.    At  any  rate,  it  will  not  do,  that  Mr  'a 

bills  be  protested ;  I  must  rely  on  you  to  prevent  an  acci- 
dent, which  would  be  attended'  with  such  fatal  conse- 
quences, and  shall  take  measured  to  put  you  in  a  capacity 
to'answerlhem  seasonably. 

With  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

P.  5.  You  will  observe,  that  there  is  in  the  foregoing 
letter,  a  blank  foi:  (he  name  of  the  person  who  is  to  be  em« 
ployed  in  this  business.  The  reason  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man I  spoke  to  on  the  subject,  is  prevented  by  the  circum- 
stances of  his  family  from  going  to  Havana.  1  shall  write 
to  you  further  on  the  subject  when  I  shall  have  taken  other 
arrangements.  R.  M. 


TO   B.    FR^NKIiIN,    JOHN    ABAM8,   AND   JOHN   JAT. 

Office  of  Finance,  Se^teiiDber  25th,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  (of  your  perusal, 
Acts  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  November  and  3d  of 
December,  1781,  and  the  r4th  and  3d  instant.  In 
consequence  I  hav6'to  request,  that  all  the  bills  hith- 
erto drawn  by  authority  of  Congress  be  paid  and  the 
accounts  of  those  transactions  closed.  After  this  is 
done,  and  I  hope  and  believe  that  while  I  am   writing 
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this  letter  it  may  have  been  already  accomplUbed,  yeu 
will  be  freed  from  the  torment  and  perplexity  of  at- 
tending to  money  matters. 

I  am  persuaded  that  this  consideration  will  be  highly 
pleasing  to  you,  as  such  things  must  necessarily  inter* 
fere  with  your  more  important  attention.  I  have  long 
since  requested  the  ^cretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs  to 
desire  you  would  appoint  an  agent  or  attorney  here^ 
to  receive  and  remit  your  salary,  which  will  be  paid 
quarterly  ;  in  the  meantime  it  is  paid  to  hitti  for  your 
use.  As  to  any  contingent  expenses  which  may  arise, 
I  shall  readily  mate  the  necessary  advances  upon  Mr 
Livingston's  application.  These  arrangements  will,  I 
hope,  be  both  useful  and  agreeable  to  you. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JOHN    ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
sufeee^  of  your  patriotic  Ikbors  in  Holland.  The 
general  tribute  paid  to  your  abilities  on  this  occasion, 
will  so  well  dispense  with  the  addition  of  my  feeble 
voice,  that  I  shall  spare  your  delicac^y  the  pain  of  ex- 
pressing my  sentiments. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  and  copies  of  letters  will 
convey  to  you  so  fully  the  views  of  Cpiigrcss,  and  ex- 
plain so  clearly  my  conceptions  on  the  sulgect,  that 
very  little  need  be  added.  If  the  application  to  France 
should  fail  of  success,  which  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
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bieliev«)  you  will  then  have  a  Hcmt  ^ypportmrity  of 
sbewiDg  tbd  UidueBce  you  Juiv«  acquired  over  ihm 
minds  of  iii«n  in  the  country  whore  you  roaidey  and 
of  exioriiog  it  in  the  milptier  most  benefieial  to  our 
odonU*y. 

Before  I  coothtde  tbia  kUer,  I  muai  congratulate 
your  Edieellency  on  the  success  of  the  loan  you  bare 
already  opeoed,  which  I  eeiiaider«s  being  by  thiatime 
completed. 

.  With  perfect  respect^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6Dt. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   HSasaS   LE   COUTSVLX  U   00. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  IT&i.    , 

Getfdeeneti) 

I  write  to  Dr  Frankiiti  vnder  thia  date  to  place  in  > 
your  bands  five  hundred  thouaand  dotiarb,  as  soon  as 
he  possibly  ea».  I  hope  it  may  be  efibcted  speedily. 
My  object  in  making  thtli  deposit  is^  that  you  may 
remit  to  the  amount  of  that  sum  to  the  Havana,  pro- 
vided bilk  «>n  that  plaee  can  be  purchased  at  a  discount 
of  twentyfive  per  cent ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  seven- 
ty6ve  dollars  in  Europe  should  purchase  one  hundred 
dollars  in  Havana.  If  the  negotiations  cannot  be 
effected  upon  those  terms,  you  will  retain  the  money 
in  your  hands  subject  to  my  after  direction.  I  sup- 
pose thai  those,  or  better  terms,  can  be  obtained  for  the 
following  reasons. 

The  perspD^  who  has  money  in  the  Havana,  by 
aelling  bills  will  immediately  possesf  iiimself  of  the 
amounlffor'wJueh  they  are  aold^  and  ihemfoie,  alkxw- 
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iog  time  (or  the  iniis  to  go  over  and  be  presented, 
with  the  thirty  days  of  payment,  and  the  further  time, 
which  would  be  necessary  to  remit  that  money  from 
the  Havana  to  Cadiz,  and  he  woold  gain  from  ei^  to 
twelve  months'  time,  which  is  itself  important ;  but  in 
addition  to  this,  there  is  the  duty  of  nine  i>er  cent  on 
exporting  cash  from  the  Havana ;  a  freight,  which  is  I 
suppose  considerable  \  a  risk  which  is  very  great,  and 
perhaps  a  farther  duty  on  the  arrival  at  Cadiz.  To 
which  may  be  added,  the  advance  on  biUs  drawn  at 
Cadiz  on  the  diflerent  parts  of  £urope. 

If  you  can  accomplish  the  negotiation  on  the  terms 
I  have  mentioned,  you  will  then  remit  the  bills  to  a 
good  house  in  the  Havana,  to  receive  the  money  and 
hold  it  subject  to  my  order;  and  you  wilt^  if  you  can, 
fix  the  terms  on  which  that  House  are  to  do  the  busi- 
ness. Whether  anything  of  this  sort  takes  place  or 
not,  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  give  me  every  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  which  you  can  acquire. 

I  am,  Oeotlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant, 

'     ROB£RT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    fRAKKLtN.     - 

Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  1782. 

Sns 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  Acts  of 
Congress  of  the  I4th  and  23d  instant,  together  with 
the  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  30lh  of  July,  covering 
the  estimates  for  the  year  1783.  These  estimates  are 
not  yet  finally  decided  on.     By  the  Act  of  the   I4th 
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you  ait^  as  ywi  pereeive,  instructed  to  eommunieate 
the  resolution  for- borrowing  four  miiltons  of  dolUrSi 
to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  ;  and  6rst,  to  assure  his 
Majesty  of  the  high  sense,  whieh  the  United  Stales  in 
Congi^ss  assembled  entertain  of  his  friendship  and 
generous  exertions*  Secondly,  their  reliance  on  a 
continuance  of  them ;  and  thirdly,  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying to  his  Majesty  on  the  present  occasion. 

From'  this,  and  even  more  partioularly  from  the  Act 
of  (he  2dd,  you  will  see,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress to  obtain  this  money  from  or  by  means  of  the 
King*  After  the  decisive  expressions  contained  in 
those  resolutions,  of  the  sense  of  our  Sovereign,  I  am 
sure  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  attempt  anything 
like,  argument  to  induce  your  exertions.  I  shall, 
therefore,  rather  confine  myself  to  giving  information. 
The  grateful  sense  of  the  King's  exertions,  which  has 
so  warneUy  impressed  your  bosom,  operates  with  un- 
diminished force  upon  Congress ;  and  what  is  of  mcM*e 
importance,  in  a  country  Jtke  ours^  has  the  strongest 
influence  upon  the  whole  whig  interest  of  America. 

L  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  King's  Minister  here 
has  given  his  Court  regular  inforniation  on  this  and 
every  other  subject  of  equal  importance,  and,  therefore, 
any  general  assurances  on  your  part  will  be  compli- 
mentary, and  in  some  degree  superfluous.  But  there 
is  a  kind  of  knowledge  not  easily  attainable  by  for- 
eigners in  any  country,  particularly  on  such  a  matter 
as  the  presenl.  It  is  not  amiss,  therefore,  that  I  should 
convey  it  to  you,  and  your  good  sense  will  apply  it  in 
the  most  prop^  manner.  You  (of  all  men  in  the 
W^rld)  are  not  now  to  learn,  that  the   soor  English 
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prejudiecs  against  everything  Freneh  had  tekeA  deep 
foot  in  the  minds  of  America.  It  eoqld  not  have  beea 
expected  tbat  this  should  be  olilitcirated  in  a  moment. 
But  by^  decrees  almost  every  trace  of  it  has  been 
effaced.  .  The  conduct  of  Britain  has  weaned  .us  from 
our  attachments,  and  those  very  attachmefits  have  been 
transferred,  in  a  great  nneasure,  to  France. 

Whatevef  remains  of  monarchical  disposition- exist, 
are  disposing  themselves  fast  to  a  connexion  with  the 
French  monarchy ;  for  the  British  adhereiits  begin  to 
feel  the  pangs  of  a  deep  despair,  which  most  generate 
t  deep  aversion.  The  British  army  here,  felt  the 
national  iMiugbtinees  inereaised  by  the  contempt  which, 
as  Englishmen,  they  could  not  but  leel  fer  those  who 
hod  combined  against  the  freedom  of  their  own 
eountry^  livery  part  of  their  conduct,  therefore, 
towards  the  tories,  while  they  flattered  themselves 
nith  victory  showed  how  much  they  •despised  their 
American  fmends.  Now  that  a  reverse  of  fortofne  has 
brought  00  a  little  eonsideration,  they^  find  a  total  sep- 
.aration  from  this  country  unavoidable.  They  most 
feel  for  the  late  qf  their  country ;  they  must,  there- 
Core,  bate^  but  they  mu^  respect  us,  too^  while  their 
own  a«thereii4s  are  both  dete9t6d  and  despised*  Since 
General  lOarleton's  arnval>  or  rather  since  the  change 
of  Miaiaters,  tbe  British  have  shown  that  their  inten- 
tion is,  if  pos»bfo,  to  oonciliate  the  rulers  of  America ; 
and  by  the  infloenoe  of  a  eon^mon  Janguage  and  simi- 
lar laws,  with  Uie  force  of  anetent  habits  and  mutual 
.friendships  net  yet  foi^tlen,  not  only  to  renew  i^ln 
the  conuncrcial  intercourse,  but  to  substitute  a  new 
federal  cocraexion  to  tbair  ancient  sovereignty  and 
dominion. 
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The'  asstiraneey  thertftrev  which  Congress  havs^ 
directed  you  to  make^  miitt  noit  be  considemd  io  the 
wnmbcr  of  those  idle  compltnieAts,  whieh  sre  the  com- 
moft  cnrreney  or  small  ohftuge  of  a  Court*  It  is  att 
assn^aflco  rmportant  beeairae  it  is  founded  io  truth,  and 
More  innportant  stiH  became  it  is  dictated  bj  the  afiee- 
lions  of  a. people.  If  I  may  Tenture  an  opinion  sliU 
fbrthef,  it  is  priiteipaUy  iatportant  because  of  the  crit^- 
ieat  sitttftiioD  of  things.  The  sadden  change  of  Britain 
Iroian  rengeanee  and  war  to  kindness  and  eonciiiation 
nsosi  tave  eflbets;  and'  those  eftctsv  whether  they  ba 
CMtempt  or  aflfisctiony  will  depend  lesa,  perliaps^  on 
them  than  upon*  others.  It  eannot  be  doubted  that 
they  will  ring  aril  the  change*  opon  their  usual  theme 
of  Gattic  ambhionv  They  will  naturally  insinuate  the 
idea,  that  France  will  neglect  us  when  we  have  senred 
her  purposes ;  and  it  woffM  be  rcry  strange  if  tliey 
dfid  not  6itd  some  converts  among  that  cbss  of  j^eopile 
who  wsould  saorirfice,  to  preeent  ease,  every  folure  coo- 
sUeratioii.  What  I  hare  said  will,  I  am  confetent, 
put  your  mind  into  the  train  of  retectious,  whieh  arise 
oQt  of  our  situation,  and  you^  will  dnrar  the  pr^er 
eoKcluaions  and  make'a  proper  appreciation  of  them. 

Coagress  hiwe  direcced  yoo  further,  to  express  so  the 
King  tlieir  rdiance  on  a  continuation  of  liis  friendship  and 
exertions.  1  hav^*  no  doubt  tliat  a>  fidl' beliefs  of  this  re* 
liance^^wiU  be  easily  inculeiited*  indeed,  I  apprehend, 
that  we  shall  be  considered  as  relying  too  much  on  France, 
or  iar  other  words,  doing  too  iitde  for  ourseh^es.  There 
can  be  no  sort  of  doi>bt,  that  a  good  argument  may  be 
raised  on  the  usual  ))ositionv  thvt  the  nation  whidi  mil 
nai  kieep  iisulf,  does  not  merit  the  aid  of  others;  and 
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it  would  be  em^  to  teU  us^  that  we  mtist  piH.our  owd 
shoulcters  to  the  wheel  heiote  we  call  upon  Heroiiler.  la 
sbort)  if  the  applicttioa  be.  refused  or  ^vaded^  nolbiog  oao 
be  easier  than  to  assign  very  good  reasons  why  it  is  done. 
Bat  yoa  have  very  justly  remarked  in  one  of,  your  'letters^ 
tbatf  it  i&  possible  to  get  the.beit^  in  kipi(ike«t,  and  to  gH 
nothing  eke^  So  it  migbt  be  here.  Tfue<  sagacity  coin 
sistS'  in  making  proper  distinctions,  and  true  wisdotfi  in 
taking  determinationA  aecording  to  those  dislkiotions« 
Tweoiy  years  hence,  whefi  time  and  habit  have  settled 
aad  completed  the  federal  constitotion  of  Americaij  Coo*- 
gress  w^  not  ihink  of  relying  on  any  other  tlian  that.  Benign 
to  whose  justice  they  appealed  at  t&e  comfniinQeineDt'Of 
their  opposition.  B»t  there  is  a  period  in  the  progress  of 
tiiiiigs,  a  crisis  between  the  4irdor  ol  enlhasiaaiD  and.  the 
authority  of  laws,  when  mooh  skill  htti  manegenient  are 
necessary  <o  those  who  are  chatged  with  admiflisieffii^  the 
a&irs  of  a  natnn.  1  have  already  taken  oecasion  to  ob* 
s^rve,  that  the  present- ooofiwm  is  xendjored  padieulavly 
critkal  by  the*  conduct  of  the  enemy  ;  ntd '  I  would  add 
here,  (if  I  dared  ereo>  in  klea  to  separate  Congress  from 
tiiose  th^'  .repi>esent,)  that  now  above  all  other  times,  Coft- 
gress  must  i^jy  oti4be  exertions  of  th^  ally.  This,  aeo'* 
timent  would  open  to  bis  Majesty's  Ministers  maay  reflec- 
tions, the  least  of  which  has  a  material  connexion  with  the 
interests  of  his  kingdom.  But  an  argument  of  no  little 
weight,  is  th^t  which  applies  itseK  directly  to.  the  bosom  of 
a  young  and  generous  prioee,  who  would  be  greatly 
wounded  to  see  that  temple,  dedicated  to  humanity,  which 
he  hes  taken  so  much  paii^  to  rear,  fall  at  once  ioto  ruinS) 
by  a  remission  of  the  la^.cajces,  which  are  necessary  for 
giving  solidity  to  the  smictnrci     I  think  1  might  eddy  that 
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tbti^e  are  some  occasions  on  wbich  a  good  beart  is  the  best 
oounsdbr. 

Tfae  tbird  t(^ic  on  which  Congress  have  directed  you 
10  dwell  iipon,  is  the  necessity  of  tbeir  present  application  ; 
and  it  is  this  which  falls  most  particularly  within  nay  de- 
partment ;  for  I  doubt  not  that  every  sentmient  on  the  other 
objects,  hs»  been  most  forcibly  inculcated  by  the  Minister 
^  Foreign  Affairs  I  might  write  volumes  on  our  necessi- 
titS5  and  not  convey  to  you  so  accurate  an  idea,  as  by  the 
rehoion  of  a  sii^gle  fact,  which  you  may  see  in  the  public 
newspapers.  It  is,  that  the  requisitions  of  last  October  for 
eigbl  mtHions,  bad  procbced  on  the  1st  day  of  (bis  month 
only  one  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  dollars*  You 
^e  so  perfectly  a  master  of  everything,  wbich  relates  to 
.calcuhitioo,  that  I  need  not  state  anything  of  our  expenses. 
'You  know  also  what  were  ouf  resources  bey  cud  taxation, 
and  therefore  you  have  every  material  for  forming  an  ac- 
curate idea  of  our  distresses.  The  smallness  of  the  sum 
which  has  been  paid  will  doubtless  astonish  you ;  and  it  is 
only  by  conversation  or  a  long  history  that  you  could  see 
why  it  has  been  no  greater.  The  people  are  undoubtedly 
able  to  pay,  but  they  have  easily  persuaded  themselves 
into  a  conviction  of  then*  own  inability  ;  and  in  a  govem- 
>  neiH  Kke  oms  the  belief  creates  the  thing. 

The  mode  of' laying  and  levying  taxes  are  vicious  in  tfae 
extreme  ;  the  fauhs  can  be  demonstrated ;  but  would  it 
not  be  a  new  thing  under  the  aun,  tteit  people  should  obey 
the  voice  of  reason  ?  Experience  of  the  evil  is  always  a 
'  pl^eiimtnary  to  aiBendment,  asd  is  fraquantly  unable  to 
effect ifti  Many  .who see  the  right  road,  and.  approve  it, 
contioffe  <td  foUew  die  wroof  roed,  because  it  leads  to  pt^- 
idavity.     The/love  of  popularity  is  our  endemial.diseeae, 
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•nd  ctn  only  be  ebecked  by  a  etniige  of  jsocsobs*  Wktn 
the  people  have  had  dear  experience  of  the  conseifdenoes 
of  not  being  taxed,  tliey  ^\\l  probably  work  the  proper 
anaendro^nt,  but  oar  oeceBsities  bi  tbe.iotcrim  are  not  the 
less  severe. 

To  tell  Araecien  m  socfa '  a  situation,  tbot  she  should  re- 
i&rm  ker  interior  adniinistraiion,  wotdd  be  very  -good  ad- 
vice, but  to  negteet  affording  her  aid,  and  itlierd)y  to  loee 
the  capkal  objects  of  the  war  would  be  very  bad  jcoRdtiet. 
Tiie  necessity  of  ibe  present  applicatioa  br  inbney  ariats 
from  the  necessity  of  drawing,  by  degrees  ifae  baads  <of 
aotharity  together,  establishing  cbe  powet  ot  govertmcnt 
over  a  people  ioipatient  of  control,  and  eonfimaiiig^  «be 
federal  union  ef  the  several  States^  by:correctofig  defipols 
IB  the  general  constitution.  In  a  word  it  arises  if6m  the 
necessity  of  doing  that  infinite  variety  of  ibings,  wiiich  are 
to  be  done  in  an  inftuit  govemmeiu,  placed  in  seeb  deit- 
cate  circomwances,  that  the  people  must  ibe  waoed  .and 
won'  to  do  their  duty  to  themselves,  and  ^  piafMie  ithw  own  • 
interests^ 

This  ap|)lioation  also  becomes  the  more  necessary.,  in 
oriderte  obvkte  ^e  efforts  of  that  British  faction,  whicli  the 
eommy  are  now  attentptiiig  to*  excite  among  tis.  iiitbmo 
indeed  they  have  been  unsuddessfui,  unkisspefhapB  witlia 
>veiy  £ew  men,  who  are  under  the  iaflueitceof  disapfitbinted 
ambition,  but  itocb'oare  will  he  required  fwlien.tbeirpkais 
ai^e  broiiglit  to  gr^aer  .maturi^'.  The  sairage  inreacb'On 
our  frontiers  have  keptnptbe  general  horror  cif  Briu^. 
Thegneat  captupes  inadeon  iQurooaets  haver  also. naoiier 
^emitged  thaniotberwise,  diough  such  eaptores  havit  aMi^^s 
the  twofo)(t  operation  of  maldng^ofte  wilsh  for  peace  as 
weHias  for  revenge.     Bui  when  the  enemy  shall  qiiictHir 
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coasts,  (and  they  hav«  oliaaidy  slopped  the  inroads  or  their 
savage  allies^)  if  the  people  are  urged  at  once  to  pay 
heavy  and  unusual  taxes,  it  may  draw  foitb  and  give 
wei§bt  to  a^uments,  which  the  boldest  emissaries  ..would 
M(A  at  present  bayard  the  ^»e  of. 

I  have  aJi'eady  obaaerved,  iliat  Congress  wisb  to  obtain 
ihis.Aiooey  eitlmr  frofiior  by  toeaos  of  the  Kipg.  The 
»ost  cautious  prudence  will  justify  us  in  confiding  to  the 
^isdoni  of  bis  MioJatefs  the  portrait  of  our  situation.  But 
Uioigbt  OQt  be  very  wise  to  cKplaia  to  others  tltose  reasons 
Jicur  (1)0  .a|)pycatiQO)  which  lie  so  deep  in  tlie  nature  of 
ibinigSy  as  .easily  to  escape  superficiai  observers*  I  shall 
}6Dcia«e^4  copy  of  tbis  letter  to  Mr  Adams,  and  you  will 
.^ad  a  wpy  of  wboiil  jsoy  to  bkn  on  the  siii>jeet.  I  hope 
Abe  d^mi  will  take  suoli  measures  as  to.  render  any  efforts 
oa  bis  part  uoneoeisaary  ;  but  you  aod  be  must  decide  on 
what  tebest  for  your  country^ 

i  must,  trouble  you  still  further  on  tbia  subject,  with  the 
mention  of  what  you  wUl.  indeed  eoUect  fnom  a  cursory 
readiag  of  liie  resuiutians,  tbat  Congress  liave  the  strongest 
jf^maht  lUieir  peocedure,  when  tbeydire<A  your  utniost 
endeavors  to  e&ot  M)is;l<Mui»  notwithsiandiiig  the.  informa- 
.tiocieoDlftMiediin  your  letters.  If  the.  war  is  to  be  carried 
K)n,  ibis  nid  ,is  iodispenseble,  and  wjien  obtained,  will  ena- 
ble «s  to  tkct  pDWierAiUy  m  the.  pinseoution^of  it.  If  a 
p«8C«ialies  pkce,  it  is  still  necessary,:  aed. as  it  io  the  last 
request  wbich  we. sball  tliea  bai^  occasion  to  make,  I  can- 
not think  it  will  be  refused.  In  a  wordrSir, 'we  roust  have 
it.      , 

With  perfect  respect,  1  have  the  lK)nor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.   FRANKLm. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 
By  my  letter  of  this  date  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
intentioDS  of  Congress,  to  provide  for  a  principal  part  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  1783,  by  loan.  I  expect 
that  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  four  millions  of  dollars, 
either  from  the  Court,  or  by  their  assistance.  1  wish  for 
an  immediate  disposition  of  a  part  in  the  following  manner. 
That  the  Court  of  Spain  should  give  orders  for  the  ship- 
ment of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  Havana,  free  of  duties, 
and  be  convoyed  by  one  or  more  ships  of  the  line  to  an 
American  port ;  the  money  to  be  paid  to  tbem  during  the 
year,  in  Europe ;  I  wi^  this  order  may  be  so  expedited, 
OS  that  Captain  Barney,  in  the  Washington^  by  whom  itris 
letter  goes;  may  carry  it  out  to  the  Havana,  and  receive 
the  money,  which  will  by  that  means  arrive  here  some 
time  during  the  winter,  and  of  course  wiH,  I  expect,  come 
safely  as  well  a5  seasonably.  L  wkh  that  a  half  million  of 
dollars  may  be  paid  to  Messrs  L«  Coutdolx  &(  Co,  as 
soon, as  possible,  to  enable  them  to  execute  my  orders  as 
to  panicular  negotiations,  which  I  cotnmit  to  them.  What- 
ever else  of  the  money  is  obtained  in-  France)  wiU  of 
course  be  paid  to  IVIr  Grand,  subject  to  ray  orders.  If 
any  part  of  the  money  be  negotiated  in  Holhrtid^  it  will  be, 
I  suppose,  proper  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
negotiate  the  loan,  subject  to  my  further  dispositiod. 
I  am.  Sir,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 
Office  of  finance,  September  90th,  17B2. 

Sir, 

It  19  ill  some  respects  fortunate,  that  our  stores  wer«  not 

shipped,  beqause,  as  you  observe,  tliey  might  have  been 

taken ;  but  I  bppe  tbey  are  now  on  the  way,  for  rf  tbey 

are  to  lie  in  France  at  a  heavy  expense  of  storage,  %lc. 

while  we  suffer  for  the  want,  it  will  be  even  worse  tba» 

if  tb#y  were  taken.    You  wiH  fioid  by  the  letters,  wliich  are 

to  go  with  this,  that  Mr  Barclay  is. prohibited  from  making 

aay  niiore  purchases  on  account  of  the  United  States.    I 

confess,. that  I  disapprove  of  these  be  has  poade;  for  the 

purchase  of  unnecessary   thit^gs  because  {hey  are  cheap, 

appears  to  be  a  very  great  extravagance.     We  want  the 

nH>ney  as  much  as  anything  else,  and  the  world  most  form 

a  strange  idea  of  our  management,  if  while  we  are  beggii^ 

to  borrow,  we  leave  vast-  magazines  of  clothing  to  rot  at 

Brest,  and  purchase  others  to  be  shipped  from  Holland. 

I  have  said  nothing  on  this  subject  to  Mr  Barclay,  because 

the  thing  having  been  done,  could  not  be  undone,  and 

because  the  pointed  resolutions  of  Congress  on  tlie  subject, 

will  prevent  ajny  more  such  operations. 

What  I  have  now  said,  however,  will  I  hope  lead  you 
to  urge  on  him  the  necessity  of  making  immediate  ship- 
nif  nts  of  all  stores  in  Europe.  A  merchant  does  not  sus^ 
t^in  a  t^^l  loss  of  his  goods  by  their  detf^ntion,  but  \h$ 
public  do.  The  service  of  the  year  must  be  accomplished 
within  the  year,  by  such  means  as  the  year  affords*  The 
d^ention  of  our  goods  has  obliged  me  to  purcliase  clothing 
and  other  articles  at  a  great  expense,  wlnle  those  very 
things  were  lying  about  at  different  places  in  Europe.     I 
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am  sure  that  any  demand  made  for  money  on  our  part, 
must  appear  extraordinarj'',  wliile  wfr  show  so  great  negli- 
gence of  ilie  properly  we  petssess.  The  funds,  therefore, 
which  were  obtained  for  the  year  1781,  are  Bot  only 
Midered  useless  during  the  year  }7Si,  but' so  fst  pertii- 
cious,  as  thai  tlie  disposition  of  them  wiU  naiuraflly  n^- 
euce  a  dimimition  of  tl>e  grants  made  for  the  yeat  178®. 

"f  ou  mention  m  yours  of  the  t5il*  df  Jun€f,  that  y^li 
would  send  encfosed  the  aecoum  of  the  repfeieing  of'  the 
LftfayetteV  cargo,  if  it  could  be  copied  in  season.  As-  it 
did-  iiot  amvc  1  shall  expect  it  by  tlie  nejtt  opportunity. 

I  have  received  Mr  Grand's  nceounts,  wlii^h  a>e  tioi 
settled  in  the  manner  1  wish  ;  and  irf  consequence  I  have 
wi-itten  to  him  by  thid  rtpporttwiify  to  after  them.  I  b«vc 
desired  him  to  give  your  aecotmt  credit  for  erery  fivre 
received  previous  to  the  current  yeor,  wicluding  tbereifi 
(be  lean  of  ten  millions  of  ISvres  in  Holfond,  tintigb  a  part 
61  it  may  not  have  been  received  uritil  this  y^r.  t  have 
desired  Iiiin^  io  debit  your  account  for  every  etpendtttfre 
ffiade  by  yoyr  order,  which  ^\\\  include  aH  your  accept* 
ances  of  bills,  &c.  and  of  course  M.  de  Bcaumarchais' 
bills',  if  they  shaU  have  been  paid.  PmaMy,  I  have  desired 
him  to  carry  the  balance  of  your  actouttt  la  mine,  in  which 
he  is  to  credit  all  moneys  received  for  the  current  year; 
for  instance,  the  six  ffjilttons  (and  the  other  sir  if  tlwj^are 
obtained)  together  T^^ith  such  nloneys  as  may  ctmie  to  Ms 
hands,  from  the  loan  opened' for  the  United  ftates,  by 
Messrs  Willinlr,  Stapliorst,  &  Co. 

■  I  did  expect  idbare  h^d  sdflrie  kit>d  of  adjuistmerit  mad!(i 
by  this  time  of  Captain  Gillon's  afftir;  but  Congress  re- 
Jferred  mtich  of  it  to  a  committee,  with  whom  it  has  long 
slept ;  btit  I  have  informfed  Mr  Gillon,  tlwt  I  must  heVe^a 
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settlement,  and  at  present  I  wait  a  little  for  the  determi- 
nation of  Congress. 

You  Qoeotioa  Ip  mej  that  the  interest  on  the  ten  millions, 
Dtrtch  loan,  is  payable  at  Paris  annually  on  the  5th  of 
November,  at  four  per  cent.  I  must  request  you  to  send 
me  the  particular  details  on  this  subject,  such  as  who  it 
Id  payable  to,  and  by  whom,  that  I  may  make  proper 
arrangements  for  a  punctual  performance,  so  as  not  to 
kipur  unnecessary  expense.  I  presume  that  the  first  year's 
interest  may  be  discharged  before  this  reaches  you  ;  but 
at  any  rate  I  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr  Grand,  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences,  which  might  arise  from  a  deficiency  of 
payment. 

I  informed  you,  in  mine  of  the  1st  of  July,  that  Con- 
gress bad  resohred  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  settte  tlte 
public  accounts  in  Europe.  This  is  not  done,  but  they 
have  reconsidered  and  committed  the  resolution.  Where 
the  thing  will  end,  I  do  not  know.  I  think,  however,  that 
eventually  they  miist  send  over  some  person  for  the  pui^ 
pose. 

The  appearances  of  pea^e  have  been  materially  disser-^ 
viceable  to  us  here,  and  general  cautions  on  the  subject 
from  Europe,  and  the  most  pointed  applications  from  the 
public  officers,  will  not  prevent  that  lethargy,  which  the  very 
name  of  peace  extends  through  all  the  States.  I  hope 
measures  will  be  taken  by  our  public  Ministers  in  Europe, 
to  prevent  the  people  from  falling  into  the  snares  which  the 
enemy  has  laid.  Undue  security  ui  Opinion,  is  generally 
very  hurtful  in  effect,  and  I  dread  the  consequences  of  it 
here,  if' the  war  is  to  be  carried  on,  which  is  not  im- 
probable. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  B.    TRANKLIN. 

Office  <^  Finance,  October  lit,  178S. 

Sir, 
{d  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  September  last  I  expressed 
my  wisbj  'Hbat  the  Court  of  Spain  should  give  orders  for  the 
shipment  of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  Havana,  free  of 
duties,  and  to  be  convoyed  by  one  or  mere  ships  of  the  line 
to  an  American  port,  &c.  Upon  further  reflection,  I  am  in- 
.  dticed  (o  believe  that  the  Court  of  Spain  will  not  go  into 
the  whole  of  this  arrangement ;  for  although  they  may,  and 
probably  will,  agree  to  so  much  of  it  as  will  procure  them 
an  equivalent  in  France  for  the  one  million  dollars,  to  be 
shipped  from  the  Havana,  yet  there  are  reasons  to  doubt 
whether  they  will  convoy  the  Washington  hither.  I  wish, 
therefore,  (should  you  meet  with  difficulties  in  that  quar- 
ter) to  ap|)ly  to  the  Court  for  such  convoy.  I  wish  it  may 
consist  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  because  none  but  frigates  will 
cruise  on  this  coast  during  the  winter,  and  therefore  a  ship 
of  the  line  will  afford  more  protection  than  two  or  three 
frigates.  However,  this  will  depend  entirely  on  the  con- 
venience or  inconvenience  which  may  attend  the  business. 
I  shall  communicate  both  this  letter  and  that  of  the  27th, 
to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  whose  representations  I 
rely  much,  as  well  for  procuring  the  aid  asked  for,  as  for 
accomplishing  the  necessary  arrangements  after  it  is  pro- 
cured. ' 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   M.    D£   LA   LUZERNC. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Exceilency^s  pe- 
rusaV  ^i^  copies  of  letters  from  tins  office  to  Dr  Franklioy 
of  tlie27lh  of  last  month  and  the  1st  instant.  I  am  to 
entreat,  Sir,  that  you  will  represent  to  your  Court  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  application,  which  Congress  have  directed 
their  Minister  to  make  for  four  millions  of  dollars.  The 
resolutions  on  the  subject  have,  I  suppose,  been  commuoi- 
cated  to.  you  by  tlie  Secretary  .of  Foreign  Afiair*.  I 
have,  also,  to  request  that  you  will  facilitate  the  arrange- 
itients  proposed  in  my  letters  already  mentioned,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  are  so  well  known  to  you  that  I  shall 
not  dwell  on  them. 

With  real  esteem  and  respect,  8ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  5th,  1732. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  before  me  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  21st 
of  last  month.  I*  am  sorry  to  find  that  you  are  less  san- 
guine in  your  pecuniary  expectations  than  the  Governor 
app^rs  to  be ;  for  I  have  always  found  that  the  worst 
forebodings  on  this  subject  are  the  truest. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  contractors  apply  with 
their  paper,  in  the  first  instance,,  to  the  receivers  and  col- 
lectors. This  I  cfxpected,  because  much  of  that  paper  is 
not  fit  for  other  purposes.     Some  of  it,  however,  which  is 
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payable  to  the  bearer^  is  calculated  for  circulation^  which 
you  observe,  is  not  so  general  a?  otherwise  it  tmght  have 
beea^  by  reason  of  the  largeness  of  the  sums  in  the  notes. 
Mr  Duer's  letters  contain  the  same  sentiment. 

In  issuing  this  paper,  one  principal  view  waa  to  facilitate 
the  payment;  of  taxes,  by  obviating  the  too  general,  though 
iiDJust,  complaint  of  Che  want  of  a  circulating  medium.  Jn 
substituting  paper  for  specie,  the  first  obstacle  to  be  en- 
countered,, was  the  difference  which  has  arisen  from  the  late 
pn^usion  of  it.  Had  a  considerable  quamity  been  throwa 
into  the  hands  of  that  class:  of  people,  whose  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  money  are  more  the  offspring  of  habit  than  of 
reason,  it  must  liave  depnsciated.  That  this  apprehension 
was  just,  is  clear  from  this  fact,  that  the  paper  I  first 
issued,  and  the  bank*  paper  which  came  out  after  it^  did 
depreciate  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  in  die  Eastern 
States,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions,  which  were 
used.  If  liiad  not  taken  immediate  measures  t6  create  a 
deniand  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  to  stop  issues  to  that, 
quarter,  its  credit  would  have  been  totally  lost  for  a  time, 
and  not  easily  r^tored.  Besides  that  the  quantities, 
which  were  pouring  in  from  thence  would  have  done  mis- 
chief here.  Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and 
our  political  situation  is  not  too  favorable  to  it.  I  am, 
therefore,  very  unwiUing  to  haiZBrd  the  germ  of  a  credit, 
w¥icb  will  in  its^  greater  maturity  become  very  useful ;  If 
ray  notes  circulate  only  among  mercantile  people,  I  do  not 
regret  it,  but  rather  wish  that  the  circulation  may^  bo  for 
die*  present  confined  to  tbenkand  to  the  weakfaier  members 
of  the  professions. 

It  is  nothing  but  tlie  greater  conveniei^Ge^  which  will 
bduee  peo[rfe  to  prefer  any  kind  of  paper  to  ttie  precious 
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metals,  aod  this  convenieoce  is  principal^  fdt  b  ku^ 
sums.  Whenever  the  shop-keepers  in  genera)  cHacofter 
that  nciy  paper  will  answer  as  a  reisittaace  to  the  principal 
ports,  and  will  be  readily  exchan^  by  the  receivers,  they 
will  as  readily  exchange  it  for  other  people.  When  the 
people  in  general,  find  that  the  shop-keepers  receive  it 
freely,  they  will  begin  to  look. after  it,  and  not  before.  For 
you  must  know,  whatever  fine  plaosible  speeches  may  be 
made  on  tb»%  subject,  the  farmers  will  not  give  full  credit 
to  money  merely  becausd  it  will  pay  taxes,  for  that  is  an 
object  they  are  not  very  violently  devoted  to ;  but  that 
money  that  goes  freely  at  the  store  and  the  tavern,  will  be 
sought  ftfter  as  greedily  as  those  things  whieh  the  store 
and  the  tavern  contain. 

Still,  hdwever,  your  objection  remains  good,  that  the 
trafficing  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  community 
engage,  do  not  require  sums  so  large  as  twenty  ddlars. 
This  I  shaH  readily  acknowledge ;  but  you  will  observe, 
that  there  is  infinitely  less  danger  that  notes,  which  go  only 
through  the  hands  of  intelligent  people  will  be  counterfeited, 
than  small  ones  that  come  to  the  possession  of  illiterate 
men.  When  pttblic  credit  is  firmly  established,  the  fittio 
shocks  it  receives  from  the  counteHeiters  of  paper  money, 
do  not  lead  to  material  consequences  ;  but  in  the  present 
t^klish  stale  of  things,  there  is  just  ground  of  apprehen- 
sion. Besides  this^  the  value  of  paper  will  depend  much 
upon  the  interchanges  of  it  for  specie ;  and  these  will  not 
take  place  when  there' is  a  circulation  of  small  paper. 
Lastly,  I  have  to  observe,  that  until  more  reliance  catt  be 
placed  on  the  revenues  required,  I  dare  not  issue  any 
very  considerable  amount  of  this  paper,  lest  I  should  be 
mn  upon  for  more  than  I  couM  atiswer ;  and  as  the  circu-' 
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lation  of  wbit  I  dare  issue,  by  increasing  the  general  mass, 

enables  people  (as  far  as  4t  goes)  more  easily  to  get  bold  of 

other. money,  it  consequently  produces,  in  its  degree,  that 

object  of  facilitating  taxation,  which  I  had  in  view. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.   FRANKUN. 

Office  of  finance,  October  7th,  1782. 
Sir, 

Captain  Barney  having  been  detained  until  this  day,  and 

it  being  probable  that  he  will  aot  arrive  in  Europe  so^carly 

\as  I  expected,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  it  would  be 

proper  to  send  him  to  the  Havana,  but  think  it  would  be 

better  he  should  return  immediately  hither,  because  it  is 

likely  that  the  negotiation  I  proposed  will  consume  more 

time  than  he  can  spare.      His  ship  is  small,  but  she  sails 

remarkably  well,  and  will,  therefore,  give  us  a  good^cbance 

of  being  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  our  affairs* 

If  there  is  likely  to  be  any  delay  or  diflkulty  in  the 

Havana  plan,  it  will  be  best  that  you  endeavor  to  obtain 

tRe  shipment  of  a  iconsiderable  sum  in  Europe  on  board 

some  of  tlie  King's  frigates.     At  any  rat^,  we  roost  4)aye 

money,  and  I  think  you  may  venture  fifty  thousand  crowns 

by  this  vessel.      You  will  see  that  Captain  Barney  is  put 

under  your  directions,  and  is  to  wait  your  instructions ;  but 

1  must  at  the  same  time  inform  you,  that  Congress  have 

directed  his  ship  to  be  purchased  and  sent  to  France, 

among  other  things,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  better 

communication  with  their  servants,  and  more  frequ/^nt  and 

accurate  intelligence  from  Europe.     You  will  see,  there- 
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fore,  the  propriety  of  despatching  her  as  speedily  as  P^ 

sible.  and  I  think  we  may,  probably,  fall  opoo  ways  and 

means  to  affi>rd  you  frequent  opportunities  of  writing  with 

a  great  chance  of  security. 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO    O£0BOC    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  ISth,  1^82. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  2d,  Sd,  and  7tfa 
instant.  There  is  no  man  in  America,  more  heartily 
disposed  than  I  am  to  remove  from  the  army  and  from 
all  others  who  have  claims  on  the, public,  every  just 
ground  of  complaint.  But  with  the  means  in  my 
power,  how  is  it  possible?.  I  have  been  obliged  to 
submit  to  cancelling  one  contract  and  forming  another, 
at  one  third  advance  on  the  former  price,  for  the  want 
of  a  mere  trifle,  compared  with  what  we  had  a  right 
to  expect.  I  am  in  advance  on  credit  to  an  amount, 
which  yoQ  can  scarcely  form  an  idea  of,  although  I 
have  declined  every  expenditure  not  indispensable. 

That  part  of  the  late  arrival  of  clothing,  which  is 
unfit  for  soldier's  use^  is  now  selling  to  pay  debts  con* 
tracted  by  the  clothing  department  during  my  admin- 
istration. Among  these  debjts  are  twelve  thousand 
dollars  for  needle  work  done  by  people  in  extreme 
indigence.  The  clothing  which  arrived  fit  for  the 
officers'  wear^  was  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  cloth- 
ing them  all.  The  division  must  have  created  con- 
fusion and  raised  dispute^.     If  this  had  not  been  the 
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case,  itill  it  would  have  beea  liable  to  the  ineoDV^i- 
iencies  attending  partial  paynienta,  and  we  sboiild  have 
been  justly  reproached  for  haviDg  broken  repeated 
promises,  that  no  such  payments  should  take  place. 
Congress  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  procure 
money  for  the  army;  My  own  efforts  I  shall  not 
dwell  upon.  If  money  is  obtained,  that  will  produce 
satisfaction  ;  I  am  sure  that  nothing  else  will. 

My  credit  has  already  been  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
If  that  goes,  all  is  gone ;  but  if  it  can  be  preserved, 
there  will,  in  the  last  necessity,  be  some  chance  of 
making  advances  on  credit  to  the  army,  as  well  as  to 
others.  Thus,  Sir,  you  will  see  that  I  look  forward 
as  iar  as  my  distressed  situatiou  will  admit ;  but  after 
all,  if  the  States  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  i^ake 
greater  exertions^  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the  thing 
is  to  terminate* 

I  have  this  d^y  commissioned  MajiM*  Turner  as  Ma- 
irine  Commissary  of  prisoners,  and  I  trust  he  will  soon 
be  in  capacsity  to  prevent  your  Excellency  from  hay^ing 
any  further  trouble  on  that  subject.' 

I  am,  Sir,  witli  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  OOVEKNOR  OV  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  7th,  1T8!^. 
Sir, 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  favor />f  the  20th  of  Au« 
gust  last,  I  have  received  copies  of  a  correspondence 
between  yourself  and  Colonel  Carrington  on  the  sub- 
ject of  specific  supplies.    The  disposition   which  you 
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have  expre3sed;  (in  your  letter  to  me,  and  which  in- 
deed bres^thes  through  your  whole  correspondence)  to 
promote  thpse  plans  of  regularity  and  economy ,  which 
Congress  have  adopted,  command  my  sincere  ac- 
l^aowledgemeots. 

I  perceive  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  officers  of  the  continent  and  your  State  oipi 
the  receiving  specific  supplies,  which  I  attribute  prin- 
cipally to  some  oaisunderstanding  of  the  matter.  The 
specific  supplies  called  for  by  Congress  in  their  several 
resolutions  on  that  subject  are  undoubtedly  receivable, 
and  ought  above  eighteen  months  ago  to  have  beep 
received,  on  the  requisitions  which  were  made  at  the 
rates  for  that  purpose  mentioned.  Such  as  it  may 
now  suit  any  State  to  deliver  on  those  requisitions, 
ought  in  lil^e  manner  to  be  carried  to  account.  But  it 
is  very  clear,  that  they  cannot  be  received  qn  account 
of  the  subsequent  money  requisitions.  The  several 
quotas  of  the  eight  millions  asked  for  last  year,  to  sup- 
ply the  current  expenditures  of  the  year  1782,  must 
be  paid  in  cash,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  it,  in  my 
notes  or  bank  notes.  I  cannot  consent  to  receive  any- 
thing ^Ise.  It  is  by  this  means  alone,  that  economy 
can  be  established,  order  restored,  and  confusion,  that 
parent  of  fraud,  too  apt  to  introduce  itself  into  public 
accounts,  Vanished  and  destroyed. 

I  incline  to  think,  that  as  Congress  have  determined 
to  have  all  accounts  settled  and  liquidated  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1761,  your  State  would  rather  choose  to 
attend  only  to  the  money  requisition,  and  leave  the 
further  delivery  of  specifics  to  a  liquidation  of  the  old 
VOL.  XII.  36 
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'  accounts ;  but  if  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
specifics  will  be  received,  and  in  such  case  I  will  give 
the  gentleman  whom  I  shall  appoint  as  Receiver  of 
taxes  in  your  State,  instructions  how  to  dispose  of 
them ;  but  I  must  again  repeat,  Sir,  that  I  will  not 
accept  one  particle  of  them  in  abatement  of  the  State 
quota  for  the  year  1782. 

Before  I  close  this  letter  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  a  matter,  which  suggests'  itself  from  one  of 
your  letters  to  Colonel  Carrington.  You  tell  him  that 
you  will  continue  the  prohibition  against  sending  cer- 
tain things  out  of  the  State,  in  order  that  he  may  pur- 
chase for  the  United  States  on  better  terms.  Now, 
Sir,  while  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  require  justice  for  the 
United  States  it  is  equally  my  duty  to  take  care  that 
equal  justice  be  done  to  the  several  States,  individually 
considered,  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  which  com- 
pose them.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  all  such 
restrictions  be  taken  oflF.  They  sour  people's  minds, 
destroy  the  spirit  of  industry,  impair  by  a  rapid  as 
well  a(s  a  certain  progress,  the  public  wealth  of  the 
State,  producing  a  dearth  of  the  things  embargoed, 
eventually  enhance  the  prices  far  more  than  they  could 
have  been  increased  by. any  other  mode.  Whereas 
perfect  freedom  makes  the  people  easy,  happy,  rich, 
and  able  to  pay  taxes,  and  the  taxes  when  paid  can  be 
expended  amid  a  plenty  of  products,  and  consequently 
be  expended  to  advantage.  I  say  a  plenty  of  products 
because  I  know,  that  liberty  to  dispose  of  them  to  the 
greatest  advantage  will  encourage  men  to  raise  them 
and  produce  a  plenty.  Your  Excellency  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  reflections  which  arise  from  an  ardent  desire  to 
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promote  the  general  welfiure  and  happiness  of  allj  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MAJOR   GENERAL   GREENE. 

Office  of  Fmanee,  Ootob«r  17th,  178S. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  September,  for 
which  1  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgements.  Amid 
the  many  distresses  and  cares,  which  await  every  step  of 
my  administration,  it  is  a  great  relief  and  consolation  to 
have  met  with  the  support  of  those  who  command  (and 
what  is  more,  who  worthily  command)  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  felt,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  efforts  to 
support  my  measures,  and  I  know  that  they  have  been 
useful.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  to  you  and 
to  your  brave  army  that  full  relief,  which  their  conduct, 
their  sufferings,  and  above  all,  their  patience,  have  merited. 

I  had  intended  to  supply  their  subsistence,  and  the  little 
contracts  in  Virginia,  from  the  .quota  of  that  State,  as  the 
money  there  collected  would  have  been  nearest  the^spot 
where  it  was  to  be  applied.  But  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
deficient  that  State  has  been.  The  consequence  is,  that  I 
must  endeavor  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  other  sources, 
which  I  am  now  doing ;  but  in  the  precarious  state 
of  things  at  present,  there  is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  on 
any  measure.  I  suppose,  however,  that  the  evacuation 
of  Carolina  will  enable  you  to  move  northward,  with  a 
considerable  part  of  your  army ;  these  will,  I  hope,  meet 
the  relief  intended.    I  shall  direct  a  statement  of  the  whole 
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to  be  made  oat  by  the  Pay  Master  General^  and  do  what- 
ever may  lay  iu  my  power ;  but  as  to  pay,  my  ibviolable 
determination  is,  that  the  whole  army  shall  equally  share 
whatever  is  disposed  of  in  that  way. 

The  disposition  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  pay 
in  specie,  is  far  from  being  peculiar  to  that  State.  At* 
tempts  of  the  same  kind  have  been  made  by  others ;  and 
they  have  invariably  been  opposed  and  shall  be.  Tliere 
is  however  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  You  recollect  that 
Congress  called  for  large  quotas  of  specie.  I  am  per- 
fectly persuaded,  that  no  State  has  fully  obeyed  th^  call,  but 
many,  and  indeed  almost  all,  aver  that  they  have  overpaid. 
The  hst  requisitions  have  been  for  money ;  and  if  I  had 
not  by  the  publications  prevented  such  assertions,  it  would 
not  be  surprising,  that  they  should  be  repeated,  even  as 
to  the  money,  quotas.  Now  if  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina are  desirous  of  paying  in  specie,  on  the  requisitions  of 
specie,  t  shall  not  have  the  least  objection ;  bur  on  the 
requisitions  for  the  service  of  the  current  year,  I  will  re- 
ceive money  alone.  I  make  this  distinction  in  such  clfear 
and  peremptoiy  terms,  to  avoid  all  further  cavils  on  the 
subject.  I  see  that  it  has  already  been  drawn  into  some 
length,  and  must,  therefore,  be  finally  terminated.  Be- 
sides, under  the  present  appearances  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  that  specie  in  North  Carolina  will  be  alrbbst 
as  Useless  as  if  they  were  in  Otaheite.  A  cdpy  of  my 
letter  to  Governor  Martin  on  this  subject  shall  be  enclosed 
to  you. 

You  have  in  several  of  your  letters,  m^de  very  Just 
observations  on  the  business  of  my  departtnent,  and  such 
as  convince  me  you  have  turned  your  attention  to  it.  I 
have  therefore  takeil  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  mint,  of  one  on 
the  establishing  public  credit  by  funding  our  debts ;  and 
of  a  third,  on  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

As  there  is  a  report,  that  the  enemy  got  several  letters 
intepded  for  you,  it  is  possible  that  some  or  other  of 
those,  may  be  among  the  number. 

I  pray  you  to  believe  me,  with  very  sincere  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


0|:OB0E   WASHINGTON   TO   fiOBERT   MOBRIS. 

Head  Quarters,  October  18th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  fiberty  to  enclose  to  your  care,  a  letter  for 
the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  expense, 
tvfaich  at  his  request  I  have  incurred,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
New  York,  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrcuil. 

If  our  circumstances  woukl  adroit,  I  should  be  very  glad 
that  this  expense  should  be  d^rayed  by  the  United  States ; 
it  is  infinitely  short  of  the  debt,  which  gratitude  imposes 
on  us.  I  submit  therefore  to  your  judgment,  whether  to 
deliver  the  enclosed,  or  to  send  forward  the  money  from 
your  own  funds,  agreeably  to  the  monthly  estimate  sent  to 
the  Minister. 

The  chain  of  expresses  was  instituted  about  the  middle 

of  August,  and  will  probably  be  continued  till  the  sailing 

of  the  French  fleet  from  Boston. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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CIRCULAR   TO   THE    GOVERNORS   OF   THE    STATES. 
Office  of  Finance,  October  21st,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  on  maDy  occasions  warned  the  States  of  the 
consequences  which  must  follow  from  delays  in  supplying 
the  treasury.  The  expense  which  attends  such  delays, 
has  frequently  been  mentioned,  and  instances  daily  occur 
to  show,  how  much  the  public  burdens  are  increased  by 
the  want  of  a  timely  provision.  To  cite  them  all  would 
be  endless ;  but  there  is  one  of  no  inconsiderable  magni- 
tude, which  I  think  it  proper  to  state  for  your  consideration. 
I  had  contracted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the 
supply  of  radons  to  the  main  arndy,  at  ten  pence  Pennsyl- 
vania currency,  and  to  the  garrison  at  West  Point  for  nine 
pence  half  penny,  and  had  agreed  to  pay,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  month  for  the  issues  of  the  preceding 
month. 

The^e  beneficial  contracts  have  been  dissolved  by  my 
inability  to  make  punctual  payments,  which  rendered  the 
contractors  incapable  of  performing  their  engagements. 
After  many  efforts  on  my  part  to  supply  the  want  of  cash, 
and  on  their  part  to  substitute  private  credit  and  promises 
in  the  place  of  ready  money,  they  found  it  impracticable 
to  proceed  further  on  the  moderate  terms  stated  in  the 
contract.  Some  of  them  told  me  so,  and  asked  (what  any 
persons  in  their  situation  would  have  asked) /Ae  ^omtse 
tf  indemnijicatum  for  any  damages  they  might  sustain. 
And  a  promise  to  pay  at  the  end  of  each  month,  one  half 
the  amount  of  issues  for  the  preceding  mcHith  in  coin,  and 
three  times  the  remaining  half  in  bilb  or  notes  receivable 
in  taxes.    They  offered  if  1  would  agree  to  these  proposi- 
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tioDS,  to  go  on  and  supply  the  army  ;  bat  declared,  that 
if  I  would  not,  they  could  no  longer  perform  their  engage- 
ments. , 
From  this  moment  I  was  obliged  to  consider  the  con- 
tract as  dissolved ;  because  the  dissolution  of  it  appeared 
inevitable.  I  bad  already  by  entering  into  the  contract, 
promised  on  the  part  of  the  public,  a  payment  of  the  whole 
money  due  for  the  monthly  issues.  A  new  promise  of 
the  half  would  have  given  no  additional  security,  and 
therefore  I  considered  that  stipulation  as  a  request,  that  I 
should  on  my  private  and  personal  honor,  assure  them  • 
the  public  funds  would  enable  me  to  make  such  payments. 
But  of  this  1  had  no  good  prospect.  The  greater  part  of 
what  little  came  in  from  taxes,  was  ibe  same  kind  of  paper 
.  with  that  which  they  asked  for,  being  what  I  had  long 
before  issued  for  other  services.  If  indeed  I  could  have 
trusted  the  assurances  made  to  me,  I  might  have  given  the 
assurances  required  by  them.  But  experience  had  taught 
me  caution,  and  the  event  has  shown,  that  if  I  had  made 
the  promise,  I  should  now  have  been  chargeable  with  false- 
hood. 

I  think  the  contractors  were  prudent  in  requiring  a  pro- 
mise of  iodemnificdtion  ;  their  situation  made  it  i)ece8sary ; 
but  it  was  a  promise  which  I  could  not  make,  for  although 
I  had  reason  to  confide  in  their  integrity  and  would  have 
done  it  in  my  private  capacity,  yet  as  a  public  officer,  I 
could  not.  For  there  would  have  been  no  longer  cer- 
tainty of  the  extent  to  which  their  expenditures  might  have 
been  carried,  after  it  should  have  become  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  their  private  interest  what  prices  should  be 
given  for  supplies. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  found  myself  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
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roakiDg^a  new  agreement  for  subsistence  of  tbe  army  and 
garrison,  or  of  leaving  them  to  subsist  themselves  by  mili- 
tary collection.     The  latter  was  >  to  be  avoided,  if  possible, 
for  it  would  have  been  tbe  most  expensive  mode  of  obtain- 
ing supplies,  not  to  mention  other  circumstances.     The 
former,  therefore,  was  to  be  adopted,  and  I  accordingly 
gave  instructions  to  Mr  Cornell,  the  inspector  of  the  con- 
tracts, to  consult  with  the  Commander  in  Cbie(^  and  take 
the  necessary  arrangements.     It  could  not  be  expected, 
that  a  contract  dictated  by  necessity,  could  be  made  on 
economical  terms,  and  the  inability  to  perform  old  engage- 
ments would  necessarily  influence  the  rate  of  new  ones. 
Besides  this,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  obtain  a 
longer  credit,  because  otherwise  ^he  burden  would  have 
been  shifted,  not  removed ;  and  the  evil  must  have  re- 
turned with  equal  speed  and  greater  magnitude.    Under 
such  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to  pay 
for  a  credit  in  order  to  obtain  it.     A  new  contract  is  made, 
and  the  rations  issued  now,  are  to  be  paid  for  three  months 
hence,  at  the  rate  of  thirte'en  pence,  Pennsylvania  currency, 
for  a  ration ;  which  is  an  advance  of  about  one  third  upon 
thfe  former  price.     The  public  therefore  will  pay  for  this 
advance  of  moneys,  equal  to  feeding  the  army  at  the  rate 
of  thirtythrpe  and  onb  third  per  Cent  for  three  months ;  or, 
to  make  the  matter  more  simple,  they  must  pay  for  feeding 
them  three  months,  as  much  as  would  have  fed  them  four 
months.     Besides  this,  the  public  credit  sustains  material 
injury,  and  damages  wili  be  expected  by  tbe  former  con- 
tractors. 

If,  Sir,  it  should  be  supposed  that  this  ii^  the  only  in- 
stance of  loss  sustained  from  the  low  state  of  the  treasury, 
it  is  a  great  mistake.    The  attempt  to  establish  economi- 
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cal  systems  is  vam^  unless  we  ean  support  tbem  by  puno^ 
toality.  Congress  bave  placed  me  in  a  situation  where  I 
am  exposed  in  the  first  instance  to  claims  and  demands, 
but  ibeae  must  come  borne  to  the  several  Liegislatures,  and 
eventually  to  tbeir  constituents.  My  situatiorr,  tberefore, 
makes  it  a  doty  to  expostulate  freely  on  tbe  circumstances 
of  my  department.  I  am  not  to  learn  that  free  represent 
tations  wiH  sometimes  give  ofience,  and  1  know  that  tliose 
will  be  always  most  offended,  who  are  nu>st  in  fault ;  but  I 
make  no  apologies  for  what  I  have  to  say.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  truth  should  be  known  to  tbe  people ;  to  our  ene* 
mies  it  is  known  already,  and  has  been  for  a  k>ng  time. 
They  bold  up  to  contempt  and  derision  tbe  contrast  be* 
tween  resolutbns  to  carry  on  the  war  at  every  expense, 
and  receipts  of  nothing  in  some  States,  and  very  little  in  all 
of  them  put  together.  Those  who  court  public  favor  at 
tbe  expense  of  public  good,  are  very  apt  to  inveigh  against 
taxes,  and  to  flaUer  the  indolent  and  avaricious  with  the 
idea  that  war  can  be  carried  on  without  labor  or  money. 
But  it  is  time  for  tbe  people  tp  distinguish  between  their 
flatterers  and  their  friends..  Sooner  or  later  the  current 
expense  must  be  paid,  and  that  payment  must  come  from 
the  purses  oi  individuals*  If  it  were  made  in  season,  it 
W4)uld  be  lighter  by  one  half  than  it  is.  Congress  have 
called  for  a  ceilain  sunn  and  tiiat  sum  paid  punctually 
would  have  smswered  the*  purpose,  but  they  cannot  be 
responsibly  for  tbe  consequences  of  delay.  Tlie  expense 
will  necessarily  in  such  case  exceed  their  cabulationi,- 
and  of  course  further  sums  must  be  required. 

Tliere  are  certain  argumentSi  Sir,  which  ought  not  to  be 
used  iC  it  is  possible  to  avoid  them  ;    but  which  every  one 
invested  with  public  authority  should  suggest  to  his  own 
VOL.  xii.  37 
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mind,  for  the  government  of  his  own  conduct.  How  kng 
is  a  nation,  who  will  do  nothing  for  itself,  to  rely  on  the  aid 
of  others?  In  a  war  waged  by  one  country  to  obtain  reve- 
nue from  another,  what  is  to  be  expected  in  case  of  con- 
quest ?  How  long  will  one  part  of  a  community  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  whole  ?  How  long  will  an  army  undergo 
want,  in  the  midst  of  plenty  ?  How  long  will  they  endure 
misery  without  complaint,  injustice  without  reproach,  and 
wrongs  without  redress  ?  These  are  questions  whidi  can- 
not be  solved  by  arithmetical  calculation.  The  moritl 
causes  that  may  procrastinate  or  precipitate  events,  are 
hidden  from  mortal  view.  But  it  is  within  the  bounds  of 
human  knowledge  to  determine  that  all  earthly  things  bare 
some  limits,  which  it  is  imprudent  to  exceed ;  others, 
which  it  is  dangerous  to  exceed,  and  some,  which  can 
never  be  exceeded*  It  is  possible,  that  we  are  near  the 
close  of  this  war,  and  perhaps  we  are  only  in  the  middle  of 
it.  But  if  the  war  should  continue,  we  have  to  blame  our* 
selves ;  for  were  \hose  resources  called  into  action,  which 
we  really  possess,  the  foreign  enemies  would  soon  lose  all 
hopf ,  and  abandonT  their  enterprize.  The  greater  injury, 
therefore,  which  we  sustain,  is  not  from  foreign,  but  fronn 
domestic  enemies ;  from  those  who  impede  the  necessary 
exertions.  I  have  mentioned  one  among  many  instances, 
to  show  the  consequences  of  withholding  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  I  lake  the  Kberly  to*  observe,  that  it  would  be 
more  manly  to  declare  at  once,  for  unlimited  submission  to 
British  tyranny^  than  to  make  specious  declarations  against 
it,  and  yet  take  tlie  direct  road  to  bring  it  about,  by  oppos- 
ing the  measures  for  our.  defence.  That  open  declaration 
will  doubtless  be  restrained  by  the  fear  of  general  resent- 
ment ;  but  the  other  conduct  is  so  much  the  tnore  dan* 
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gerous,  as  it  is  calculated  to  close  people's  eyes^  while  tbey 
approach  the  precipice,  that  they  may  be  thrown  down 
with  greater  ease  and  more  absolute  certcinty. 

I  trust  that  your  Excellency,  and  every  'Other  friend  to 
our  country^  will  urge  forward  that  speedy  and  effectual 
collection  of  taxes,  wliicb  can  alone  give  vigor  and  stability 
to  all  our  measures ;  and  I  risk  nothing  when  I  assert,  that 
the  public  service  shall  be  performed,  (if  the  proper  reve- 
nues be  obtained,)  at  less  than  half  of  what  would  other- 
wise be  expended. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  he. 

'  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   GOVERNOR  OF   RHODE  ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  24th,  1789. 
Sir, 

My  circular  letter  of  ^the  23d'  instant,  contains  the  esti- 
mates and  requisitions  for  the  service  of  the  year  1783.  I 
most  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few  observations  on  theiPt 
which  apply  particularly  to  the  State  of  Rliode  Island. 
In  die  ktters  to  Congress  of  the  29ih  and  30tlv  of  July 
last»  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  in  my  circular  letter 
of  the  12th  of  September,  I  have  so  fully  expressed  my 
sentiments  on  tl>e  subject  of  credit  and  loans,  t|)at  I  shall 
not  repeat  them.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  in 
the  Act  of  the  16th  instant,  although  the  estimates  amount 
to  six  millbns,  yet  only  two  are  required,  and  (hat  further 
reqirisitions  are  suspended  until  the  result  of  measures  for 
obtaining  loans  shall  be  known.  It  is  unnecessary  to  men- 
tion, tliat  Congress  have  directed  an  attempt  to  borrow  four 
millions. 
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The  propriety  of  this  step  wHi  be  self  evident,  when  the 
fate  of  their  requisitions  for  the  present  year  is  considered. 
The  sunis  brought  in  from  the  several  States  being  regu- 
larly published  in  the  gazettes,  will  spare  ine  the  pain  of 
repeating  them.  I  say  the  pain,  because  every  such  repe* 
tttion  will  have,  in  some  degree,  the  air  of  reproach*  ft 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  duration  of  the  war  does 
not  depend  upon  Congress.  This  is  an  invaded  country  ; 
iniraded  for  the  purpose  of  conquest*  And  betweeti  oppo- 
sition and  submission  there  is  no  middle  line.  The  idea 
of  submission  is,  and  ever  ought  to  be,  rejected  with  dis- 
dain: Opposition,  therefore,  becomes  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity ;  and  that  opposition  involves  expense. 

There  is  then  a  certain  degree  of  expense  that  cannot 
be  avoided.  And  this  must'  be  provided  for.  The  esti- 
mates being  formed  updi^r  the  idea  of  money  in  hand 
to  pay  for  services  required,  they  are  stated  as  low 
as  possible.  It  appears^  therefore,  that  the  six  millions 
mentioned  in  the  estimates  must  be  had.  It  appears  from 
the  experiments  alraady  made,  that  the  people  areeitbec 
unwilling  or  unable  to  pay  the  whole  in  taxes ;  and 
whether  .want  of  power  or  inclination  be  the  true  cause,  is 
immaterial  to  the  present  inquiry,  for  the  fact  is  clear. 
Now  there  are  but  lour  modes  of  obtaining  the  s^pplie^. 
Either  they  niust  be  given  to  us,  or  ient.to  us,  or  raised  by 
taxes,  or  taken  by  force.  As  to  the  first,  we  can  place  no 
dependence  on  it ;  and  as  to  the  last,  it  is  neither  the  most 
Qonstitutiooal,  the  most  econoo^ical,  nor  the  most  plea^ng 
way.  Necessity  may  justify  it,  but  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  justify  the  necessity.  The  supplies,  therefore,  must  be 
obtained  by  loans  or  taxes  ;  so  that  if  they  cannot  be  ob- 
tained by  loans,  taxation  is  the  only  resource ;    and  in  that 
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case,  there  is  no  medtum  between  legal  taxation  and  mili- 
taty  ^collection.  For  if  we  will  not  sdbmft  to  Great  Britain, 
we  must  carry  on  the  war;  and  if  we  cany  on  the  war, 
we  tidust  obtain  the  means ;  and  if  wer  cannot  get  the  metoa 
abroad,  we  most  provide  them  at  home*;  and  if  we.do  not 
provide  them  by  law,  they  must  be  taken  by  force. 

Tbe  inattention  of  the  States  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
United  States,  leaves  Congress  no  choice  between  loans  and  . 
military  collections.     Whether  tliey  can  obtain  loans  nraat 
depend  upon  other  people.    They  cannot  obtain  loans  with- 
out credit,  and  they  cannot  have  credit  without  funds ;  and 
they  cannot  get  funds  without  the  eoncurrence  of  the 
States.    They  must  ask  that  eoncurrence  before  they 
can  obtain  it,  and  they  must  determine  on  the  funds 
before  they  ^an  aak.    The  making  J^eariy  requisitions 
of  quotas  to  pay  the  interest  of  public  debts  will  not 
do.     It  it  in  itself  a  futile  measure ;  but  if  it  were  the 
beet  thing  in  the  world,  yet  if  those   who  arc  to  lend 
do  iji/lk  think  so,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter.     Now 
the  fact  is,  that  nobody  will  lend  upon  the  promise  of 
such  requisitions.     And  truly  the  compliances  nrade 
with  those  for  carrying  on  the  war,  give  very  little 
eneouragement.     It  follows  iheri,   that  Congress  must 
attk  for  particular  funds.     They  have  asked  for  one, 
and  it  is  not  complied  with  by  two  States  out  of  thir- 
teen.    Shall  Congress  then  adhere  to  the  demand ;  or 
shall  they  change  their  application  ?     If  they  should 
change  it,  could  they  expect  that  there  would  not  then 
be  one  or  two  opposing  States  ?     To  answer  the  ques- 
tion let  it  be  inquired,  what  objects  of  taxation  can  b§ 
devised,  to  which  exceptioirs  cannot  be  made  ?   Surely 
there  are  none. 
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Let  it  be  inquired  next,  whether  there  is  any  object 
80  unexceptionable  as  that  which  they  have  fixed  upon  ? 
The  answer  is,  no.  It  follows  then,  that  in  changing 
the  application,  there  would  be  less  prospect  of  success 
than  at  present.  Congress  then  must  adhere  to  their 
requisitions  ;  and  if  4hat  fund  {^  not  granted,  we  can- 
not expect  loans.  But  it  is  jdemonstrated  by  experi- 
ence, that  we  cannot  gjt  su£5cient  taxes.  We  cer- 
tainly cannot  get  rid  of  the  war,  and  therefore  the 
people  must  have  their  property  taken  by  force.  The 
necessity  will  justify  this.  But  as  I  said  before,  who 
will  justify  the  necessity  ?  Surely  the  authors  of  it 
should  think  of  that  in  season. 

Will  it  be  a  sufficient  justification,  to  say  that  the 
demand  of  Congress  is  unconstitutional'?  It  a  thing  be 
neither  wrong  nor  forbidden  it  must  be  admissible. 
Such  a  requisition  is  nowhere  forbidden,  and  there- 
fore it  is  admissible  if  it  be  not  wrong.  Now  it  can- 
not be  wrong  to  do  that. which  one  is  obliged  to.  do, 
be  the  act  what  it  nioy.  And  Congress  are  obliged  to 
make  such  requisitions.  But  further  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that  they  are  not  contrary  to  the  moral  law. 
Supposing  then,  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  thing 
asked  for,  would  if  granted  be  contrary  to  the  con- 
federation. If  so,  the  grant  would  alter  the  confede- 
ration. But  the  grant  is  not  to  take  effect  without 
general  consent.  The  confederation  was  formed  by 
general  consent,  and  by  general  consent  it  may  be  al- 
tered. The  requisition,  therefore,  if  complied  with, 
will  by  that  very  compliance  become  constitutional. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  suggested,  that  the  five  'per 
cent  impost  will   not  be  sufficient  for  the  object  Jn 
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view.  This  must  be  acknowledged^  but  what  infer- 
ence is  to  be  drawn  from  thence  ?  Not  that  Congress 
should  ask  for  more.  Under  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  what 
line  of  conduct  is  to  J>e  pursued.  If  they*  ask  further 
revenues  it  may  be  said,  that  there  is  weakness  in 
framing  new  demands  before  old  ones  are  complied 
with.  Every  fund  will  meet  with  some  opposition, 
and  every  opposition  encourages  new  opponents.  The 
evil  presses  hard.  Public  credit  is  at  the  last  gasp,  or 
rather  it  is  expired.  Not  only  are  we  to  expect  a 
formidable  clamor  from  the  abused  and  injured  cred* 
itors,  but  there  is  really  very  little  hope  of  obtaining 
foreign  loans.  For  how  can  it  be  expected,  that  a 
Republic  without  funds  should  persuade  foreigners  to 
lend  them  money,  while  its  own  citizens,^  who  have 
already  lent  theirs,  can  neither  obtain  the  interest, 
nor  any  solid  security,  either  for  interest  or  prin- 
cipal. ^  ^ 

This,  Sir,  is  an  object  of  great  magnkude,  and  one 
which  directly  or  indirectly  concerns  every  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States.  The  critical  situation  we  stand  in,  has 
rendered  it  necessary  for  Congress  to  demand  a  decided 
answer.  No  time  is  to  be  lost,  for  if  the  revenues  cahnot 
be  obtained,  the  public  creditors  must  be  told  so  in  plain 
terms.  The  efforts  to  borrow  further  sums  must  cease  of 
course,  and  then  the  whole  weight  of  the  war  must  fall  on 
the  people,  in  one  mode  or  the  other.  It  is  a  very  serious 
question,  whether  the  little  applause,  which  individuals  may 
gain  by  specious  declamations  and  publications  should  over 
balance  every  coilsideration  of  national  safety.  This  serious, 
and  important  question  your  Legislature  is  now,  by  the 
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representatms  of  all  Aaerica»  most  soleiBoly  otBed  oo  lo 
decide. 

I  am,  Sir,  tritb  perfect  respect,  your  Excellency's  moat 
obedient  and  bumble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORtllS. 


TO   B.    raANKJUlN. 

Ofiee  of /Inaaoe,  Oetobes  27th,  ITBt. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  Ibe  bonor  to  enclose  tbe  copy  of  a  paper 
traosmitted  to  me  by  tbe  Governor  of  Virginia.  Tbe 
clothing  there  meotioned  is  a  part  of  those  supplies  for 
the  State  of  Virginia,  which  tbe  Court  of  France  have 
charged  to  tbe  Uoited  States.  Yoii  will  recollect  the 
discussions  on  tbe  subject  It  is  with  a  very  sin" 
cere  desire  to  remove*  every  disagreeable  trace  of  them, 
tb  u  I  have  agreed  to  a  proposition  made  me  by  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  letter  dated  in  Council 
Chamber  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract,  ''The  regulations  you  have 
entered  into  for  clothing  the  continental  army  will 
render  useless  to  the  State  a  quantity  of  necessaries 
BOW  in  France,  furnished  by  his  Mo6t  Christian  Ma- 
jesty ;  as  the  terms  we  have  them  on,  which  I  have 
before  transmitted  to  you,  are  such  as  will  make  tbe 
payment  easy  to  the  United  States,  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  take  them  off  our  hands,  and  take  the  debtee 
far  as  they  go  on  the  States.  You  will  have  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  see,  that 
they  will  be  useful  and  necessary  for  the  army,  which 
will,  I  hope,  induce  you   to. oblige  the  State.''    The 
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enclosed  referred  to,  is  that  abote  mentioned.  I  make 
no  doubt,  that  the  Court  will  ehoose  to  consider  the 
whole  of  these  supplies  as  advanced  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States.  And  therefore  there  is  so  much 
the  less  objection  to  taking  a  part  of  the  goods.  As 
for  the  remainder,  I  think  it  better  for  Congress  td 
adjust  the  matter  with  Virginia  than  to  plague  the 
King^s  Minister^  with  altercations  about  it. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  mpsf  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    OOVjBRNOB    OV   CUBA. 

Philadelphia,  November  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  present  to  you  Mr  John 
Brown  of  this  eity^  whom  I  have  charged  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  with  the  negotiation  of  bills  si 
yOur  porty  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  These  bills  will  be  drawn  on  Messrs  J.  L.  6l 
L.  Le  Couteulx.&  Co.  at  Cadiz.  I  have  already 
taken  the  proper  measures  for  placing  in  their  hands 
the  nec^sary  funds.  I  presume  that  the  actual  state 
of  things  will  render  it  as  convenient  (either  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  part  of  the  King,  or  to  the  mer- 
chants) to  purchase  bills,  as  it  will  be  to  the  United 
States  to  sell  them.  The  risk  which  attends  sending 
of  money  to  Europe,  will  probably  have  raised  the 
exchange  sk>  considerably,  as  to  compensate  the  risk  of 
bringing  it  hither.  This,  I  confess,  is  the  principal 
reason  with  me  for  adopting  this  measure. 

I  shall  highly  esteem  any  favorable  assistance^  which 
VOL.  XII.  38 
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yoar  Excellency  may  be  pleased  to  afford  Mr  Brown 
OD  this  occasion  ;  and  I  persuade  myself  thai  the  inti- 
mate connexion  of  interests  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty and  my  Sovereign  during  the  continuance  of 
hostilities  against  the  common  enemy,  will  be  a  strong 
inducement  with  you  to  promote  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

'   With  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THOMAS   BARCLAY,    IN    PARIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  5th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  28lh  of  May  last,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
resolved,  that  a  Commissioner  be  appointed  to  liquidate 
and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  witli  th^  expendi- 
ture of  public  moneys  in  Europe.  On  the  29th  of  Jiuly 
last  it  vi^as  resolved,  that  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  May 
be  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
said  resolution  be  conimitted.  On  the  ISth  of  November 
last,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom,  upon  a  recon- 
sideration the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  May  last  was  refer- 
red, it  was  resolved  that  a  commissioner  be  appointed  by 
Congress  with  lull  power  and  authority  to  liquidate  and 
finally  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the 
United  Stales  in  Europe  ;^  and  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute such  suits,  causes  and  actions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  property  of  the 
said  United  States,  in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever.     That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorised  to 
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appoint  one  or  tnore  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he  majr 
think  reasonable ;  and  that  the  said  commissioner  and 
clerks  respectively  take  an  onth,  before  some  person  duly 
authorised  to  administer  an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  respectively.  On  the  same  day  you 
were  elected  the  commissioner,  and  it  was  resolved,  that 
Congress  would  hereafter  make  adequate  projrision  for  the 
said  commissioner,  according  to  the  nature  and  estetit  of 
the  services  which  he  shall  perform.  And  on  the  20th  of 
November  last  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
.  Finance  be  directed  to  instruct  the  commissioner  for  settling 
the  public  accounts  in  Europe,  to  take  proper  measures  for 
adjusting,  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beauma^- 
chais,  or  Roderique  Horlales  &  Co.  and  to  report  such 
settlement  to  Congress ;  that  order  may  be  taken  for  the 
payment  of  the  balance,  if  any  shall  be  justly  due ;  and  that, 
in  the  meantime,  no  farther  remittances  or  payments  be 
made  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  or  Roderique  Hortales  & 
Co.  by  virtue  of  any  former  resolution  of  Congress. 

Enclosed  herein,  you  will  6nd  a  commission  authorising 
you  to  act  in  this  business;  and  I  shall  now  endeavor  to 
give  you  such  explanations  and  directions  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  accomplishment  of  it,  consistently  with  the 
views  and  intentions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress. 
You  will  undoubtedly  retlnark,  that  no  sum  is  fixed  a(X)n 
as  the  compensation  for  this  duty ;  the  reason  of  which  is 
apparent,  that  until  the  completion  of  it,  neither  the  nature 
nor  extent  can  be  perfectly  known.  This  might,  perhaps, 
have  induced  a  monthly  or  annual  stipend,  to  any  other 
commissioner,  but  as  your  other  duties  may,  and  probably 
will,  occupy  a  part  of  your  time  and  attention,  which  must 
nevertheless  be  indeterminate,  so  it  follows,  that  no  points 
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could  be  properly  assumed,  by  which  the  reasonable  exc 
of  such  a  stipend  could  be  known.  I  have  res^ou  to  b 
lieve,  that  it  is  in  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make  a  geoj 
rous  allowance  for  the  performance  of  this  service  ;  aod' 
am  persuaded,  that  by  attention,  assiduity  and  the  faitbi 
exertion  of  your  talents  and  abilities,  you  will  merit 
regard. 

*  The  appointment  of  your  clerks,  as  well  as  the  as( 
taioing  their  number  and  reward,  are  left  to  your  discretii 
You  wiU  on  this  occasion  consult- the  principles  of  ot 
economy,  which  dictate  the  empbying  as  many  persons  s 
are  capable  of  performing  the  service  and  no  more ;  tk 
taking  c^re  thai  those  employed  are  capable  of  performio; 
the  bufiiaess  committed  to  them,  and  the  obtaining  such  a 
number  cf  such  persons,  on  the  cheapest  terms,  for  wUch 
they  can  be  procured.     But  the  worst  economy  in  the 
world  is,  to  employ  improper  men.     That  you  may  be 
enabled  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  talents  necessary  to  a 
clerk,  you  will  observe  that  Congress  in  their  ordinance  of 
the  11th  of  September^  1781,  for  regulating  the  treasury 
and  adJLfstbg  the  public  accounts,  ordained  and  declared 
that  the  clerks,  the  number  of  whom  should  be  regulated 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Controller.     That  it  should  be  their  duty  to  examioe 
all  accounts  which  sliould  be  committed  to  them  by  the 
contiroller,  to  correct  all  errors,  and  to  note  in  writing 
what  may  appear  exceptionable,  either  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  charges  or  the  validity  of  the  vouchers,  and  traosmit 
the  accounts  with  their  remarks  to  the  auditor.    And  that 
tbe  party  for  himself,  and  the  clerk  on  behalf  of  the  public 
should  be  beard  before  the  auditor.     From  the  nature  of 
tbe  commission  intrusted  to  you,  it  foUows  that  you  must 
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both  commit  the  account  to  the  clerk  and  afterwards  audit 
it,  as  well  as  finally  determine  on  and  adjust  it ;  wbicb  hist 
is  done  here  by  the  controller,  except  in  cases  where  the 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  has  been  necessary,  with 
authorities  similar  to  yours.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
the  accounts  will,  in  many  instances,  be  exhibited  to  you 
informally ;  and  as  it  is  not  only  useful  in  the  first  settling 
of  complicated  accounts  to  adhere  to  settled  forms,  but  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  clear  and  ea^  understanding  of 
them  after  they  are  setded,  so  it  will  frequently  become 
necessary  to  have  the  accounts  restated,  and  all  the  vouch- 
ers of  them  numbered  by  your  clerks.  And  although  all 
your  own  care  and  attention  will  always  bc^requisite  to  detect ' 
and  discover  errors  and  frauds,  yet  so  much  will  depend  on 
the  accuracy  and  abilities  of  the  clerks  in  these  investiga- 
tions, that  I  cannot  too  strongly  rccomimend  to  your  atten- 
tion the  choice  of  able  accountants  for  that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
much  has  been  said,  and  therefore  I  might  dispense,  per- 
haps^ with  saying  anything ;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  whatever  may  have  been  the  character  of  the 
persons  concerned,  either  (or  ability  or  integrity,  the  business 
which  has  passed  through  their  hands  has  not  been  well 
done,  I  must  desire  that  these  accounts  undergo  your 
strictest  scrutiny.  You  will  probably  find  some  other  large 
accounts  which  merit  a  like  attentbn.  In  every  such  case, 
the  observations  made  here  will  be  equally  applicable. 
You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  mercantile  business,  not 
to  know  what,  how,  and  when  commissions,  are  chargeable 
on  a  transaction.  I  believe  that  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion on  thi$  subject  will  be  found  very  necessary.  They 
will  be  indispensable  should  it  be  attempted  to  charge  seve- 
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ral  commissions  on  the  same  thing,  whether  it  be  done 
openly,  as  such,  or  covertly,  as  brokerage,  factorage  and 
the  like,  or  still  more  covertly,  for  increase  of  original  price. 
Hence,  therefore,  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  consider 
well  the  original  prices ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
samples  of  the  articles  cannot  be  laid  before  you,  because 
many  have  been  received  of  a  quality  not  only  base  but 
despicable. 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  distance  of  time  and  place,  to 
ascertain  by  whom  such  articles  were  purchased,  and  in- 
deed many  of  those  which  have  been  shipped  have  never 
arrived ;  under  such  circumstances  it  becomes  your  duty, 
*  to  require  proof  of  the  quality  of  such  articles  as  appear 
charged  to  the  United  States,  and  the  idea  will  naturally 
suggest  itself  that  the  character  of  the  party  making  the 
charge  will  influence  the  necessity  of  sqch  proof,  as  the 
validity  of  the  proof  itself  will  be  influenced  by  the  charac- 
ter of  the  witnesses. 

Had  these  t^ansactions  been  merely  confined  to  the  pur- 
chase and  delivery  of  goods,  they  might,  perhaps^  easily 
have  been  investigated,  but  they  extend  themselves  to 
many  other  things,  among  which  is  tlie  transportation,  and 
expenses  incident  to  it.  Under  this  bead,  twp  objects  pre- 
sent themselves  immediately  to  view.  First,  whether  due 
care  was  taken  in  the  mode  of  transportation  adopted ;  and 
secondly,  whether  the  expense  has  been  reasonable  or  ex- 
orbitant. With  respect  to  tlie  latter,  it  will  certainly  be 
your  duty  to  correct  improper  or  exorbitant  charges.  But 
in  the  former  case,  your  conduct  must  be  directed  by  cir- 
cumstances in  their  nature  so  various  as  to  admit  of  no  pre- 
scribed rule,  and  therefore  I  can  only  recommend  it  to  you 
to  consult  the  interests  of  the  United  j^tates  a^  far  as  the 
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priDcIples  of  justice  will  permit.  I  know  it  is  unnecessary 
to  tell  you  that  the  delivery. of  goods  purchased  and  trans* 
ported  should  be  shown  before  the  charges  are  admitted  ; 
but  I  must  desire  that  the  evidence  on  this  subject  may  be 
so  clear  and  plain  as  to  enable  us  to  call  the  receiver  of 
them  to  account.  Cases  will  doubtless  occur  of  loss  by 
the  accidents  of  the  sea  and  by  enemies;  these  also  should 
be  clearly  proved,  and  the  causes,  as  much  as  possible,  in- 
vestigated. 

Your  commission  will  entitle  you  to  aid  and  protection  in 
the  execution  of^  the  duties  committed  to  you ;  and  you 
will  make  the  necessary  applications  on  the  subject  to  the 
proper  persons,  whenever  circumstances  shall  require.     A 
primary  object  will  be  to  discover  what  sums  have  at  any 
time  or  times  been  paid  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
These  can,  I  suppose^  be  discovered,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  have  been  paid,  although  it  is  possi- 
ble that  in  certain  cases  the  persons  by  whom  they  have 
been  paid  will  not  be  known  to  yon.     The  6rst  account 
you  form  will  be  a  general  one,  under  the  title  of  loans  and 
subsidies  obtained  in  Europe  on  account  of  the  United 
States.     The  debt  of  this  account  you  may  leave  in  blank, 
but  the  credit  side  will  consist  of  the  sums  paid  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
paid.     Every   account   of  these  persons  will,  of  course, 
be  debited  in  particular  accounts,  for  the  respective  sums 
so  credited.     These  sums  then  th^y  are  to  account  for, 
and  where  they  have  paid  over  to  others,  such  payments 
are  again  to  be  accotmted  for,  until  they  are  traced  to  a 
6nal  appropriation,  which  will  be  of  articles  purchased  for, 
or  services  rendered  to  the  United  Stales. 

In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  however,  it  noay  hap- 
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pcD,  that  10  some  case  of  payment  by  one  to  another,  die 
receiver  shall  not  account  properly ;  on  which  the  question 
will  arise,  how  far  the  payment  is  to  operate  a  discharge  to 
the  party  by  whom  it  was  made.  This  question  admits  of 
80  many  modi6cations,  according  to  tlie  varieties  of  possi- 
ble circumstances,  that  no  provision  can  be  made,  which 
will  he  applipable  to  all.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  best 
to  enclose  for  your  perusal,  the  instructions  on  this  subject 
to  Commissioners  appointed  for  settling  the  old  accounts  of 
the  civil  departments.  You  will  govern  yourself  by  the 
spirit  of  these  instructions,  according  to  circumstances,  as 
they  arise.  I  have  already  observed,  that  the  final  appro- 
priation of  iKoneys  must  be  traced  to  articles  purchased, 
and  services  rendered ;  but  such  a  general  distinction 
would  not  be  sufficiently  clear  in  the  stating  of  accounts ; 
you  will  glace  this  final  appropriation,  therefore,  under  one 
or  other  of  these  following  general  heads. 

1st.  Salaries  and  Expenses  ofPvblic  Ministers  ^  Cam-- 
missionerSf  and  Agents.  In  this  account  you  will  charge 
all  moneys  advanced  to  any  public  servants  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe  on  account  of  their  salaries  or  expenses. 

2d.  Clothier  GeneraPs  Department.  In  this  account 
you  will  charge  every  article  of  clothing,  which  may  have 
been  purchased. 

3d.  Commissary  of  Mlitary  Stores^  Department.  In 
this  account  you  will  charge  all  arms,  ammunition,  and  the 
like. 

4th.  Quarter  Master  GeneraPs  Department.  In  this 
*  account  you  will  charge  tents,  sheet  tin  for  camp  kettles, 
and  other  articles  properly  belonging  to  that  department. 

5th.  Marine  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
moneys  expended  in  building  or  buying  ships  of  war,  and 
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fitting  tbem  out,  with  the  incidental  charges ;  ako  all  naval 
stores  purchased  for  the  United  States,  and  the  like. 

6th.  Hospital  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge 
all  instruments,  medicines,^  &C.  &e.  appertaining  to  that 
departtnent. 

7th.  Merchandise  General.  In  this  you  will  chaise 
such  articles  of  stores  as  do  not  fall  within  the  second, 
third,  foorth,  fifth,  and  sixth  heads,  if  any  such>  there  he, 
and  also  any  articles  which  you  sliall  be  doubtful  as  to  the 
account  they  ought  to  be  carried  to. 

8tb.  Transport  Service.  In  this  you'  will  charge  the 
purchase,  freightroent,  hire,  insurance,  and  the  like,  of  ships 
or  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  bringmg  any  articles  to  Ame- 
rica. 

9th.  Contingent  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the 
expense  of  land  transportation,,  expresses,  storages,  and 
other  like  articl<ls ;  also  all  those  things,  which  do  not  fall 
properly  under  some  other  general  head. 

10th.  Prisoners  and  Americans  in  Europe.  ,  In  ibis 
you  will  charge  ail  moneys  paid  for  or  to  American  pris- 
oners or  other  Americans';  taking  care  so  to  designate  and 
specify  these  charges  and  the  parties,  as  that  those  who 
are  able  may  be  called  on  for  repayment.  The  names 
and  usual  places  of  abode  will  9s  f?r  as  they  are  attainable, 
be  of  importance. 

11th.  Foreign  Officers.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  advanced  or  pai(|  to  foreign  officers  coming  to  or  re- 
turning from  America; 

12th.     Interest  of  Debts.     In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sgms  paid  on  the  iuterest  bills  of  exchange,  issued  from 
the  several  Loan  Offices,  and  any  other  interest,  moneys, 
which  may  have  been  paid. 
VOL.  XII.  39 
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13th.  Bills  of  Exchange.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  on  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  order  of  Con- 
gress. 

It  is  not  impossible,  that  in  the  course  of  your  business, 
ycu  may  find  it  necessary  to  raise  some  other  such  general 
accounts,  and  if  so,  you  will  raise  them  accordingly^  You 
will  take  care  to  attend  strictly  to  the  propriety  of  all 
charges  made,  and  to  the  validity  of  the  vouchers  by  which 
they  arc  supported.  You  will  examine  very  particularly 
into  the  accounts  of  armed  vessels  fitted  out  in  Europe  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  especially  of  those  wherein 
any  individuals  shall  appear  to  have  been  interested*  And 
you  will  bring  those  persons*  to  account,  into  whose  hands 
any  prizes,  or  moneys  for  the  sales  of  prizes,  may  have 
come,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  as  well  to  the  public  as 
to  the  captors  concerned  therein. 

Whenever  you  ^finally  seule  an  account,  you  will  take 
care  to  be  possessed  of  the  several  vouchers,  which  to** 
gether  with  the  account  are  to  be  kept  m  your  Consular 
office,  until  further  orders ;  but  you  will  transmit  quadru- 
plicate copies  of  the  general  accounts  by  sqfe  conveyances 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  Sir,  yo^r  most  obedient,  fee. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESd. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  12th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  7th  of. January  last,  Congress  were  pleased  to 

resolve,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Supermlendent  of 

Finance,  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress  a  table  of 
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rates,  at  which  the  different  species  of  foreign  coin?,  most 
likely  to  circulate  within  the  United  State;,  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  the  treasury  thereof.  In  consequence  of  this 
resolution,  I  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  the  csta\>lish- 
roent  of  a  inidt,  which  was  agreed  to.  I  have  taken  many 
steps  to  carry  that  resolution  into  effect,  and  hoped  by  this 
time  to  have  laid  a  satisfactory  state  of  it  before  Congress. 
Delays,  the  causes  of  which  need  not  "be  enumerated, 
have  hitherto  procrastinated  this  matter  beyond  my  expec- 
tations. But  there  are  many  reasons  why  an  immediate 
regulation  of  foreign  coins  shotdd  now  be  made.  It  is  not 
the  least  among  them,  that  all  our  dollars  are  rapidly  going 
to  the  enemy  in  exchange  for  light  gold,  which  must  even- 
tually cause  a  considerable  loss  and  scarcity  of  silver, 
which  will  be  severely  felt.  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore, 
to  suggest  the  following  Act. 

Whereas,  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  are  vested 
with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating 
the  alloy  artd  value  of  coins  struck  off  by  their  own  au- 
thority, or  by  that  of  the  respective  Slates ;  and  whereas, 
the  several  reqiiishions  on  the  States  and  the  public  ac- 
counts of  those  United  States  are  mude  and  kept  in  dollars ; 
and  whereas,  it  is  of  importance,  that* until  money  be  coined 
by  authority  of  the  United  "States,  some  fixed  proportion 
be  established  between  the  difierent  foreign  coins,  most 
likely  to  circulate;  be  it,  therefore  ordained,  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  it  is  ordained 
by  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eightythree,  English  silver  coin  be  received 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  sixteen  ninetieths  of  a  dollar 


308  &OB£AT  MOHIUB. 

by  the  ounce ;  Dutch  silver  coin  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  fifteen  ninetieths  by  the  ounce ;  French  silver  coin  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fourteen  ninetieths  by  the  ounce } 
Portuguese  silver  cob  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  thirteen 
ninetieths  by  the  ounce ;  English,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese 
gold  coin  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dollars  and  sixtyeight  nine- 
tieths by  the  ounce. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  Sir,  that  this  estimate  of 
ccnns  is  founded  upon  the  quantity  of  aUoy,  which  they 
respecth^ely  contain.  The  weight  of  each  particular  piece 
current  among  us  is  so  indeterminate,  that  the  value  by 
tale  cannot  be  fixed  ;  but  whenever  the  lates  at  which  they 
go  as  bullion  are  known,  a  table  may  be  formied  in  each 
State  for  the  tale,  according  to  the  customary  weight  wLich 
prevails. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Head  Quaxters,  December  20th,  178^. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  I  some  time 
since  directed  an  inscription  with  some  devices  to  be  en- 
graven on  the  cannon  to  be  presented  to  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  enclosed  is  a  certificate  of  General 
Knox  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  work  and  its  prfce. 

In  answer  to  Mr  Billings's  application  to  tiie  for  his  pay, 
I  informed  him  I  would  write  you  on  the  subject,  and  did 
not  doubt  you  would  order  payment  to  be  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


dxplomaug  coreespondence.         jog 

TO   B*   FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  11th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Od  the  9th  instant,  from  an  investigation  of  Mr  Grand's 
account  then  latety  received,  I  found  that  after  niaking  due 
allowance  for  Loan  Office  bills,  &c.  which  mi^ht  still 
come  upon  bim,  my  drafts  and  those  which  I  have  db* 
rected,  would  exceed  by  something  more  than  six  millions 
(exclusive  of  the  interest  payable  by  him  i(i  November  on 
the  Dutch  loan)  any  funds  which  he  could  be  possessed  of. 
It  appeared  also  by  indirect  information  so  late  as  in  the 
month  of  September,  that*  the  loan  opetied  by  Mr  Adams 
bad  not  produced  above  three  millions,  so  that  unless  he 
bad  met  with  further  success,  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
of  three  millions. 

Had  ^e  Court  gramed  us  twelve  millions  in  the  first 
instance,  had  Mr  Adams's  loan  produced  six  millions,  had 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  bills  been  provided  for  without  re- 
currence to  tlie  American  banker,  or,  finally,  had  the 
heavy  deduction  made  by  those  bills  been  replaced,  this 
disagreeable  thing  would  not  have  happened.  Presuming 
that  the  ban  of  the  last  year  was  exclusively  at  my  dispo* 
sition,  1  drew  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  it,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  all  my  bills,  and  those  drawn  by  my 
atuhority,  will  have  been  paid.  Rely  on  it,  that  as  1  told 
,  you  in  a  /former  letter,  I  have  acted  under  the  influence  of 
dire  necessity,  and  this  you  will  be  convinced  of  by  a  few 
out  of  many  circumstances. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  general  statement  of  the  public 
account  until  the  yesr  1781,  on  which  you  will  observe 
that  the  army  was  fed  pringpally,  though  scaotilyi  by  the 
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specific  supplies  called  for  at  different  previous  periods, 
and  tiiat  there  remained  in  the  treasury  near  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  being  part  of  the  nnonay  which  Colonel 
Laurens  brought  with  hiin  from  France.  I  also  enclose  to 
you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  Congress  on  the  21st  of 
October,  and  of  its  several  enclosures,  which  will  need  no 
commentary ;  or  if  it  did,  I  would  only  add,  that  I  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  part  of  the  goods,  which  arrived  here 
from  Holland,  in  order  to  raise  so  much  money  as  would 
save  my  sinking  credit  from  destruction.  I  would  go  into 
a  detail  of  the  various  measures  pursued  to  stimulate  the 
exertions  of  the  Slates,  but  to  do  this  with  accuracy,  would 
be  to  give  a  tedious  history  of  my  whole  administration. 
Whatever  expedient  could  suggest  ilself,  which  might  have 
that  desirable  effect,  I  have  tried,  and  I  do  assure  you,  that 
when  I  look  back  at  the  scenes  I  have  passed  through, 
they  strike  my  own  mind  with  astonishment.  As  soon  as 
1  can  ger  the  accounts  made  up,  I  will  transmit  to  you  the 
total  of  our  expenditures;  but  to  transmit,  or  even  relate 
our  hazards  and  difficulties,  would  be  impossible. 

Even  at  this  moment  I  am  making  further  exertions  to 
bring  our  unwieldy  system  into  form,  and  ward  off  impend- 
ing evils ;  but  what  the  success  may  be,  beaten  only 
knows.  Imagine  the  situation  of  a  man,  who  is  to  direct 
the  finances  of  a  country  almost  without  revenue,  (for  such 
you  will  perceive  this  to  be)  surrounded  by  credit<>rs, 
whose  distresses,  while  they  increase  their  clamors,  render 
it  more  difficult  to  appease  them  ;  an  army  ready  to  dis- 
band or  mtiliny  ;  a  government,  whose  sole  authority  con- 
sists in  the  power  of  framing  recommendations.  Surely  it 
is  not  necessary  to  add  any  coloring  to  such  a  piece,  and 
yet  truth  would  justify  more  than  fancy  could  paint.    The 
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settlement  of  accounts,  long  and  intricate  beyond  compre- 
bcnsiony  becomes  next  to  impossible,  from  the  want  of  that 
authority  which  is  on  tl^e  verge  of  anniliihition,  from  tliose 
confusions  which  nothing  can  dissipate  except  the  com- 
plete settlement  of  accounts,  and  an  honest  provision  for 
payment. 

Upon  discovering  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  the  man- 
,ner  already  mentioned,  1  laid  tbem  before  Congress.  You 
will  know  the  resuh.  The  Secretary  of  Foreign  Aflfuiro 
will,  doubtless,  transmit  their  Act ;  to  which  I  must  add  this 
further  communication,  that  I  expect  my  bills  will  amount 
to  a  million  wilhin'  a  month  from  this  date.  Tiiere  are 
cases,  where  nothing  worse  can  be  apprehended  from  a 
measuri  than  what  would  inevitably  happen  without  it,  and 
our  present  posjtion  is  one  of  them.  An  immediate  com- 
mand of  money  is  alike  necessary  to  our  present  existence 
and  future  prospects.  In  Europe,  when  this  letter  arrives, 
you  will  know  decidedly  whether  we  are  to  expect  peace 
or  war.  We  inust  prepare  for  tlie  latter.  By  so  dding 
we  may  forward  negotiations  for  peace,  and,  et  the  worst, 
will  only  have  incurred  some  additional  expense,  whereas 
by  neglecting  it,  we  risk  the  chance  of  being  taken  un- 
awares, fnd  paying  very  dearly  the  penalties  of  neglect. 

But,  Sir,  notwithstanding  these  reasons  and  many  others 

will  justify  every  counsel  and  every,  act  however  irregular 

in  other  respects,  I  would  not  draw  one  more  bill,  and  I 

would  boldly  hazard  every  consequence  of  the  omission,  if 

I  were  not  persuaded  that  they  would  be  paid.     On  this 

occasion  your  sovereign  will  expect  your  most  vigorous 

exertions,  and' your  country  will,  I  trust,  be  indebted  to 

you  in  a  degree  for  her  political  existence. 

I  am.  Sir,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance^  January  13th,  1783. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received,  in  addition  to  those  already  acknowl- 
edged, your  letters  of  the  12tli  of  August,  26th  of  Septem- 
her,  and  14ih  of  Octoboc.  I  should,  therefore,  regularly 
have  received  two  copies  of  the  contract  entered  into  on 
the  iCth  of  July,  between  you  and  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
but  I  suppose  it  has  been  omitted  through  mistake  in  both 
the  letters  which  refer  to  it.^  I  lament  this  the  more, 
as  no  one  copy  of  it  has  yet  arrived,  and,  consequently, 
the  Congress  cannot  do  what  Tarn  persuaded  they  would 
on  the  occasion.  But  although  from  this  circutnstance 
they  do  not  make  professions,  yet,  as  far  as  I  know  the 
sentiments  of  that  body,  they  are  penetrated  with  gratitude. 
And  you  hazard  nothing  in  making  to  the  King  the  fullest 
assurances  of  their  desire  to  repay  the  obligations  they 
have  received,  and  gratify  their  aflfection  for  his  person  and 
(amily  by  services  and  benefits.  You  will  oblige  me  much 
if  (together  with  the  contract  in  question)  you  will  send  a 
statement  of  the  Farmer-General's  account,  and  of  the 
agreement  whh  them.  ^ 

You  tell  me  that  the  losses  in  the  West  Indies  prevent 
you  from  obtaining  •farther  aid.  It  is,  therefore,  to  us  a 
double  loss.  As  to  the  precaution  you  give  me  about  my 
banker,  you  will  find  that  before  tlie  receipt  of  Mr  Grand's 
accounts,  I  had  drawn  on  him  beyond  his  funds.  I  have 
this  day  entered  into  an  explanation  with  the  Minister  on 
that  subject,  and  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  my  letter,  as 

*  See  thif  eontrapt  in  the  Steret  Journal  of  Confess,  Vol.  111. 
p.  S73. 
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dso  of  anotlier  paper  delivered  to  him,  which  may  be 
worth  your  attention.  In  my  turn,  I  rely  upon  your 
promise  of  exertion  to  pay  my  drafts.  If  one  biM 
should  be  protested,  1  could  no  longer  serve  the  United 
States. 

With  respect  to  the  apprehension  you  express  as  to  my 
biils,  I  do  not  perceive  the  matter  in  the  same  point  of 
light  with  you.  The  lists  of  my  bills  are  transmitted  to 
Mr  Grand  by  various  opportunities,  and  they  will  check 
any  which  might  be  forged  or  altered. 

I  shall  take  due  notice  of  what  you  say  about  your  sal- 
ary, and  will  enclose  the  bills  to  you.  The  amount  will 
depend  on  the  course  of  exchange  during  xlye  war.  You 
will  be  a  gainer,  and  after  the  peace  you  may  perhaps 
lose  some  trifle,  but  not  much,  because  remittances  might 
then  be  made  in  specie,  should  the  exchange  be  extrava- 
gantly high.  You  will  readily  perceive,  that  alihough  the 
fluctuations  of  exchange  are  in  themselves  of  very  little 
consequence  lo  the 'individuals  who  may  be^  connected 
with  government,  they  become  important  at  the  treasury, 
partly  from  the  numbers  of  payments  and  coi)se<)uent 
amount,  but  more  so  because  they  would  introduce  a  de- 
gree of  intricacy  and  perplexity  in  the  public  accounts, 
which  arc  generall)'  either  the  effect,  or  ihe  cause  of  fraud 
and  peculation.  Besides,  there  is  no  olher  way  of  adjust- 
ing salaries,  than  by  a  payment  pi  so  much  at  the  treas- 
ury, unless  by  rating  them  in  ihe  currency  of  every  differ- 
ent country  as  livres,  dollfirs,  guilders,  rubles,  &c.  The 
late  mode  of  rating  them  in  pounds  sterling,  required  a 
double  exchange.  .  For  insiai>ce,  the  number  of  livres  lo 
be  given  in  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  at 
Paris  on  any  given  day,  depends  on  the  then  rate  of  ex- 
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change  between  Paris  and  London,  and  the  value  of  those 

livres  here  depends  on  the  exchange  between  Paris  attd 

Philadelphia. 

I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 

kind  interest  you  take  in  the  success  of  my  administration. 

T^e  only  return,  which  I  can  make  to  your  goodness,  is 

by  assuring  you,  that  all  my  measures  shall  be  honesdy 

directed  towards  the  good  of  that  cause,  which  you  have 

so  long,  so  faithfully,  and  so  honorably  served. 

'  1  am,  Sir,  inc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MR   GRAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  13th  of  July, 
11th  and  I9lh  of  August,  and  14th  of  October.  The 
contents  are  far  from  being  agreeable,  but  1  thank  you 
for  the  communication  of  them.  If  I  had  been  so  fully 
apprized  of  our  situation  as  I  now  am,  perhaps  I  might 
have  suffered  everything  to  be  ruined,  rather  than  have 
.  risked  my  bills.  But  if  that  had  been  done,  more  men 
would  have  blamed  than  applauded  my  conduct.  I  have 
gone  into  a  full  explanation  with  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  and 
although  he  cannot  as  Minister  approve  what  is  done,  be 
has  too  much  sense  not  to  see  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  it. 

It  will  be  very  useful  both  to  you  and  me,  that  we  should 
know  exactly  the  state  of  our  affairs,  but  I  cannot  acquire 
that  knowledge  by  any  comparison  of  accounts  in  my  pos- 
session.    You  I  think  will  be  able  to  do  it,  j»nd  for  your 
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assistance  I  s^nd  the  followiDg  information.  There  have 
been  issued  from  the  several  Loan  Offices,  bills,  at  thirty 
days'  sight,  for  eight  millions  four  hundred  and  thirtyone 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  livres ;  bills  at  sixty 
days' sight,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  thousand  livres; 
and  bills  at  ninety  days'  sight,  for  one  million  three  htro- 
jdred  and  sixtyfour  thousand  on^  hundred  and  ninetyone 
livres,  thirteen  sous,  *  and  four  deniers.  An  exaroinatiou 
of  your  books  will  show  at  once  how  much  of  these  sums 
remains  unpaid.  There  hate  been  issued  bills  on  Mr 
Laurens  and  Mr  Adams  in  Holland,  for  five  hundred  and 
fortyseven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixtyfour  guilders  , 
and  two  thirds ;  and  there  have  been  issued  on  Mr  Jay, 
for  four  hundred  and  fiftyeighl  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twentysix  dollars.  A  proper  inquiry  will,  I  suppose,  obtain 
die  amount  of  payments  on  all  these  bills,  and  tl«?n  you 
will  be  possessed  of  the  state  of  things  so  fully,  that  you 
can  apprize  me  of  facts  sufficient  for  my  information. 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
on  the  subject,  my  bills  have  very  considerably  exceeded 
your  funds,  but  I  trust  that  you  have  been  possessed  of  ad- 
ditional funds  for  the  acquittal  of  them  in  due  sesison.  I  do 
everything  that  1  can,  and  shall  expect  that  you  will  exert 
yourself,  to  aid  Dr  Franklin.  On  those  exertions  I  pbice 
much  reliance ;  being  with  sincere  esteem^  Sir,  your  most 
obedient.  Sic.  . 

ROBERT  MOr.RIS. 
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TO   M.   DS    LA   LUZCRKE. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  ISth,  1768. 
Sir, 

In  the  close  of  our  converdation  on  tbe  lUh  instant, 
your  Excelkncy  did  rae  tbe  honor  to  request  that  I  would 
recapitulate  to  you  in  writing,'the  reasons  why  my  bills 
bad  exceeded  tbe  funds  in  possession  of  Mr  Grand,  by 
about  three  mil  boos  and  a  half  of  livres.  1  undertake 
this  task  with  pleasure^  but  I  will  premise,  that  in  the 
course  of  this  letter  (seeking  9learne8S  more  than  pre- 
cision) I  will  not  trouble  you  with  an  attention  to  fractional 
sums,  but  rather  to  round  numbers. 

You  will  remember,  Sir,  that  shortly  after  your  arrival 
in  this  country,  tbe  Congress,  while  th6y  continued  their 
drafts  for  interest,  added  a  number  of  other  bills  on  Dr 
Franklin,  at  a  long  sight,  which  they  directed  to  be  sold  ; 
and  urged  by  their  necessities,  and  relying  on  tbe  succe^ 
of  measures  then  just  undertaken,  they  drew  other  bills  at 
a  long  sight  on  their  M'misters  in  Spain  and  Holland. 
Before  this  they  had  drawn  bills  on  Dr  Franklin,  in  favor 
of  M.  de  Beaumarcbais,  for  nearly  three  millions,  of  which 
two^llbns  and  a  bdf  were  payable  in  June,  1782.  Tbe 
amount  of  all  tliese  bills,  e^cclusive  of  those  to  M.  de  Beau- 
marcbais, was  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions* 
How  great  a  proportion  of  this  sum  had  been  paid,  and 
how  much  remained  due,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  de- 
termine with  pcecision,  because  I  had  not  received  the 
accounts,  but  the  best  esdmate  in  my  power  was  made. 

Your  Excellency  will  also  remember,  that  from  the 
sketch  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  from  the 
Count  de  Vergepnes,  there  was  due  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
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1781  about  four  raiUions,  or  three  and  a  iialf  after  de- 
ducting the  supposed  expenses  of  that  loan.  I  considered 
this  balance  *as  sufficient  to  liquidate  what  I  estimated  to 
remain  due  of  the  several  bills  drawn  by  order  of  Congress 
as  above  mentioned,  excepting  (be  two  millions  and  a  half 
payable  in  June  last.  I  perceive,  liowever,  from  Mr  Grind's 
accounts,  that  although  his  Majesty,  among  other  acts  of 
his  royal  generosity,  remitted  the  expenses  of  the  loan,  yet 
the  balance  actually  touched  by  the  banker,  amounted 
only  to  about  two  and  a  half  millions.  Thus  there  was 
a  deficiency  of  a  n^illion  in  what  I  bad  relied  upon  to 
acquit  former  engagements.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to 
roentioii  here,  that  J  had  allowed  also  for  a  supposed  de* 
ductioii  on  account  of  the  Virginia  goods,  but  as  I  bad  also 
supposed,  that  fewer  of  the  Congress  bills  remained  un- 
paid  than  appeared  afterwards  to  have  been,  so  one  errpr 
eventually  corrected  the  other,  and  left  the  deficiency  still 
at  a  million.  It  is  pi'oper  also  to  observe  further,  that 
although  the  loans  and  subsidies  of  1781,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  twenfy  millions,  bad  been  principally  em- 
ployed in  the  parchase  of  clotbkig  and  military  stores,  yet 
tbe  continuance  of  those  things  in  Europe  by  varbus  dO'* 
lays  and  mischances  obliged  me  to  make  provision  for  tba 
same  articles  here,  forming  thereby  a  heavy  deduccion 
from  the  small  means  wfaich  were  at  my  tiisposaL 

Having  ^aid  thus  much  of  things  previous  to  the  year 
hlS2^  I  must  now  take  the  Uberty  to  remind  your  Exctj* 
lency,  that  I  bad  requested  the  stum  of  twelve  fioliions  for 
that  year,  on  the  prindpie,  that  alter  deducting  two  miUioos 
and  a  baW  for  M.  ^  Beautnarefaais,  the  remaining  nine 
,  and  a  half  would  be  d»olutely  necessary^  and  I  then  did 
'  expect  much  move  kota  the  States  than  lias  been  feceived* 
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The  Court,  however,  granted  only  six  millions,  but  I  had 
every  reason  to  suppose,  that  this  sum  would  be  exclu- 
sively at  my  disposition ;  and  therefore  in  consequence  of 
your  Excellency's  assurances,  and  according  to  your  advice, 
I  drew  twelve  bills  of  half  a  million  each  on  Mr  Franklin, 
in  favor  of  Mr  Grand,  and  I  appropriated  this  money  to 
the  payment  of  what  bills  I  should  draw  on  him  ;  excepting 
a  part  which  I  desired  him  to  ship  during  the  last  summer, 
when  bills  were  not  saleable,  and  which  I  expected  here  ia 
November,  or  December ;  but  as  it  did  not  arrive,  I  con- 
jectured as  the  event  has  shown,  that  no  shipment  was 
made,  and  extended  my  bills  accordingly.  As  to  M.  de 
Beaumarchais'  bills,  I  expected  that  some  arrangement 
might  have  been  taken  whb  relation  to  them,  according  to 
our  conversations.  For  although  you  declared  that  you 
bad  no  instructions,  on  that  subject,  yet  you  saw  with  me 
that  our  funds  would  not  bear  such  a  deduction,  and  the 
line  of  conduct  which  you  advised,  was  precisely  that 
which  I  pursued,  as  I  shall  presently  b^ve  occasion  to 
mention. 

I  relied  then  on  the  loan  of  six  millions^  and  on 
three  millions  which  Mr  Adams  had  obtained  in  Hol- 
land, so  long  ago  as  in  September  last.  My  appropri- 
ation of  these  sums  was  as  follov^s.  Bills  drawn  on 
Mr  Grand  In  1782  for  six  millions,  being  the  amount 
of  the  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  ;•  one  million  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana  ^  half  a  million  which  I  di- 
rected for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
1781  ;  and  a  million  and  a  half  drawn  for  in  1783,  at 
the  time  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  yoHr  Excellency, 
formed  the  amount  of  three  millions  in  Holland,  which 
by  the  Acts  of  Congress  were  exclusiyely  at  my  dis- 
position. 
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It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  investigation  of  Mr 
Grand's  accounts,  that  I  was  struck  with  the  deficiency 
above  mentioned,  and  which  arose  from  tfie  diCTerence 
of  one  million  due  on  the  former  transactions  more 
than  I  had  calculated,  and  two  millions  and  a  half  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais.  The  moneys  which  I  supposed 
*  to  be  at  my  sole  disposal  were,  I  found,  subject  to  Dr 
Franklin's  order,  and  therefore  Mr  Grand  instead  of 
six  millions  possessed  only  two  and  a  half  towards 
answering  my  bills  drawn  in  1782.  I  had  written  to 
Dr  Franklin  inthe  manner  agreed  between  us  as  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais.  But  the  money  was  paid  before 
the  letter  arrived.  I  should  not,  however,  do  that 
justice  to  Dr  Franklin  which  I  ought,  if  I  did  not 
observe,  that  I  think  he  was  perfectly  right  in  causing 
those  bills  to  he  paid.  You  will  consider,  Sir,  that 
they  had  been  drawn  in  1779,  and  negotiated  for  three 
years,  through  different  parts  of  Europe  and  America, 
on  the  public  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  very  moderate  calculation  to  suppose,  that  a  thou- 
sand different  people  were  interested  in  the  sum  of 
three  and  a  half  millions.  Protesting  the  bills,  there- 
fore, would  have  sent  them  back  again  from  one 
person  td  another,  affixing  a  stigma  on  our  character 
wherever  they  went.  The  necessary  consequence 
would  have  been,  not  only  a  total  loss  of  credit  in 
Europe,  but  that  no  person  here  would  have  bought 
my  bills.  The  funds,  therefore,  which  I  could  com- 
mand would  have  been  useless,  and  the  difference 
between  not  having  money  and  not  being  able  to  use 
it  is  immaterial. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Sir,  on  the  reason  of  the 
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deficiency,  I  find  it  proper  to  add,  thai  the  bilU  drawn 
in  December  and  November  amount  to  two  millions  ; 
which  being'at  thirty  days'  sight  will  not  be  payable 
ontil  February  or  March  next.  One  million  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana  on  Cadiz,  thence  to  Paris, 
&c.  will  not  finally  be  payable  until  March  and  April. 
And  one  million  drawn  the  beginning  of  this  nionth  at 
one  hundred  days'  sight,  will  not  &11  due  until  some 
time  in  April  and  May.  On  the  other  hand,  any  fur* 
ther  success  of  Mr  Adams's  loan  wilt  apply  for  the 
payment. 

,  I  trust  from  the  whole  state  of  these  things  your 
Excellency  will  see,  that  nothing  has  introduced  any 
disorder  into  these  transactions,  but  the  approprialion 
without  my  authority  of  moneys  intended  to  be  at  my 
disposition,  and  that  this  again  has  arisen  from  the 
utter  incapacity  of  Dr  Franklin  any  otherwise  to 
acquit  the  demands  on  him,  arising  from  expenditures 
made  some  years  before  my  administratioo.  If  I 
might  venture,  therefore,  to  advise,  it  should  be  that 
three  and  a  half  or  four  millions  were  paid  to  Mr 
Grand  as  an  addition  to  the  loan  of  1782,  and  then  the 
8o!n  which  the*Court  may  think  proper  to  advance  for 
17Sd,  being  clear  of  preceding  transactions,  I  will 
pledge  myself  that  no  act  of  mine  shall  exceed  the 
limits  to  be  prescribed  by  your  Court. 

You  see,  Sir,  that  I  rely  on  aid  for  the  current  year ; 
and  this  brings  me  to  the  resolution  of  Concress, 
which  I  had  also  the  honor  to  communicate.  :  You 
observed  on  it  with  great  propriety,  as  a  Minister  of 
France,  that  you  advised  me  not  to  comply  with  it ; 
and  as  a  Minister  of  the  United  States  I  kiigbt  reply, 
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that  I  should  certainly  obey  the  order  of  my  masters. 
At  the  bottom  I  believe  wc  are  both  agreed.  I  would 
not  put  my  name  to  a  bill  if  I  doubted  the  payraenti 
and  you  must  be  convinced  that  it  is  necessary  to 
draw.  Not  to  mention  those  critical  circumstances  of 
the  army 9  which  yx>u  are  perfectly  apprized  of,  it  must 
be  remembered  how  important  an  effect  it  might  have 
on  the  negotiations  for  peace,  if  we  should  now  neglect 
to  prepare  for  war,  and  much  more  if  we  should  suffer 
any  serious  misfortune.  To  keep  the  army  together, 
in  good  humor  and  prepared  for  action,  is  a  duty 
which  we  owe  alike* to  ourselves,  to  our  allies,  and  to 
our  associates  in  the  War. 

I  shall  I  believe  draw  within  a  month  for  at  least  a 
million.  You  know.  Sir,  that  the  funds  given  by  the 
States  are  incompetent,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  I  have  done  all  in  my 
power  to  husband  our  means  aifd  to  increase  them. 
That  I  have  not  talents  equal  to  this  task  must  be 
lamented  and  forgiven.  It  is  not  my^  fault  but  my 
misfortune.  The  share  of  abilities  which  I  possess,  be 
it  what  it  may,  has  been  faithfully  exerted.  If,  how- 
ever, I  have  incurred  censure  on  the  present  occasioh, 
it  must  be  because  I  was  ignorant  of  what  I  could  not 
know,  and  did  not  perform  what  was  not  in  my  poiver. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  &c, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

VOL.     XII.  4 1 
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Office  of  Finance,  Janusry  iOth,  Vnz. 
Stfy 

Although  I  hare  not  yet  been  honored  with  any 
letters  fronlt'yGur  Excelleocvi  I  cannot  omit  the  ocea*- 
aion  of  writtngy  which  off^s  itself  by  Mr  Jeflerson» 
HatiDg  already  congratulated  you  om  the  acknowl* 
odgement  of  our  independence  by  the  States-General, 
and  on  the  rapid  success  of  your  labors  equally  splen- 
did and  usefuiy.  1  hope  when  this  letter  shall  haye 
reached  your  hands  I  may  haye  the  additional  cause  cf 
congratulation,  that  the  loan  you  have  opened  in  HoU 
land  shall  have  been  completed^  This  is  a  circum- 
stance of  great  importance  to  our  country,  and  most 
particularly  so  to  the  department,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  fill.  Whatever  n»ay  be  the  success  of  it, 
whether  general  or  p&rtial,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to 
favor  me  by  every  conveyance  with  every  minute 
detail,  which  can  tend  to  form  my  judgment  or  en*- 
ligliten  my  inind. 

For  the  more  perfect  security  of  our  correspondence 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to.  enclose  the  counterpart  of  a 
cypher,  to  the  use  of  which  you  will  soon  become 
familiarised,  and  I  Ivope  you  will  be  convinced,  that 
any  confidence  with  which  you  may  honor  me  shall 
be  safely  reposed  and  usefully  employed  for  the  public 
benefit.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORtllS. 


r. 
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T4>.THR   PRE8I0ENT  OF   PENRSTLVANIA. 

Office  (^Finance,  January  20th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  kxor  of 
the  18th  of  last  evening.  In  answer,  it  becomes  my  duly 
to  convey  to  your  Excellency,  the  painful  information,  that 
those  affairs  of  Congress,  wbicb  reiale  to  die  public  reve- 
nue, are  reduced  to  the  most  critical  situation.  They  are 
now  under  contemplation  of  that  honorable  body,  and  I 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
several  States  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

It  is  also  my  duiyi  Sir,  on  (bis  occasion,  to  remind  your 
Excellency,  that  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1781,  the 
Congress  required  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvtuia,  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  ttod  , 
ninety  four  dollars,  as  the  quota  of  that  State,  for  tbo  ex- 
penditure of  the  year  1782.  This  stim  was'*  to  have  been 
paid  tn  equal  quarterly  proportions,  commencing  on  the  Ist 
day  of  April  last.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  utention,  tlutt 
during  the  tvliole  of  the  year,  1782,  tliere  has  been  re- 
ceived towards  the  payment  of  tliis  ({tiota,  only  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  twenty  four  ninetieths,  being  less  than  a 
tenth  df  the  sum  required.  It  is  of  little  avail,  Sir,  t!iat 
the  army  who  are  the  immediate  sufTerent,  or  the  people  of 
America  whose  national  existence  b  so  imminently  haz- 
arded, should  be  told,  that  a  kw  has  been  enacted  for 
raising  the  sum  required.  Laws  not  executed,  or  wiuch 
from  their  nature  are  not  to  be  executed,  only  substitute 
deception  in  the  place  of  <lenial.  Congress  can  never  tie- 
lieve,  that  a  State  seriously  means  a  oompUanoe  with  the 
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demands  made  oo  h,  aolest  ibe  hws  be  such,  that  responsi- 
ble officers  be  sufficieodjr  empowered  to  collect  the  taxes 
bjr  certain  specified  periods,  and  that  the  Cootioental  Re- 
ceiver of  taxes  be  empowered  after  sucb  periods  shall  have 
elapsed,  to  isstie  executions  against  tbe  persons  and  estatea 
of  tbose  officers  for  any  deficiency,  wbich  may  remain  of 
tbe  sums  payable  by  tbem  respectively. 
•  I  have  tbe  booor  to  be,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  GBOROB   WASHIKOTOK. 

Office  of  Finance,  Janntry  21ft,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  ExceUency's  favor  of  tbe  6th  and 
8th  instants.  .  (  have  directed  the  Commissary  of  Marioe 
Prisoners  to  appoint  a  proper  agent  at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  I 
hope  for  your  Excellency's  advice  to  him  on  (hat  occasion, 
which  he  will  be  desired  to  apply  for.  Without  wishing  to 
incur  the  blame  of  too  great  suspicion,  I  take  tlie  liberty  to 
suggest,  (as  an  additional  reason  for  caution,)  that  moneys 
intended  for  commercial  pursuits,  might  be  transmitted  un- 
der the  idea  of  relieving  prisoners.  Mr  Skinner  has  never 
yet  communicated  his  retiu'ns  or  accounts. 

It  was  with  very  great  pleasure,  Sir,  that  1  paid  tbe 
money  you  desired,  to  Mr  Adams,  and  I  beg  you  to  be- 
lieve, that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  facilitate  your 
views.  At  present,  the  negotiation  happens  by  good  luck 
to  minister  alike  to  your  convenience  and  mine.  I  am 
very  sorry,  that  you  did  not  make  an  earlier  mention  to 
me  of  your  demands  for  secret  service.  I  would  have  an- 
ticipated your  views,  had  it  not  escaped  my  attention,  for 
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bo  the  distresses  of  my , department  what  they  may,  this  is 
of  too  much  importanqe  ever  to  be  neglected.  I  think  it 
best  in  *  future,  that  a  solid  arrangement  should  be  taken, 
and  for  ttiis  pur|K)se  I  will  give  directions  to  the  Paymaster 
General  always  to  keep  some  money  in  the  hpnds  of  his 
deputy,  to  answer  your  drafts  for  contingencies  and  secret 
service..  I  have,  as  you  will  see,  taken  methods  to  put  the 
deputy  in  cash,  and  then  your  Excfellency  will  be  relieved 
from  any  further  care  than  the  due  application.  I  am, 
however,  to  pray  lor  the  sake  of  regularity  in  accoimts,  that 
your  Excellency  in  the  warrants  would  be  so  kind  as  to 
specify  thB  particular^  service  when  on  the  contingent  ac- 
count,  and  draw  in  favor  of  one  of  your  family  on  account 
of  secret  services,  mentioning  that  h  is  for  secret  service. 
I  shall  direct  Mr  Swanwick  to  endorse  the  bills  on  you  in 
favor  of  Mr  Adams  to  the  Paymaster  General,  whose  dep- 
uty will  receive  from  your  Excellency  the  amount. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8£c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Jannajy  24th,  1783. 
Sir, 

As  nothing  but  the,  public  danger  would  have  induced 
me  to  accept  my  office,  so  I  wasf  determined  to  hold  it 
until  the  da'^ger  was  past>  or  else  to  meet  my  ruin  in  the 
common  wreck.  Under  greater  dilficukies  than  were  8|>- 
prehendcd  by  the  most  timid,  and  with  less  support  than 
was  expected  by  the  least  sanguine,  the  generous  confi- 
dence of  the  public  has  'accbmplisiied  more  than  1  pre* 
sumed  to  liope. 
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Congress  wilt  recolleet,  that  I  expressly  stipulated  to ' 
take  no  part  in  past  transactions.  My  attenticm  to  the 
jHibUc  debts,  therefore,  arose  from  the  cdnviction,  that 
funding  them  on  solid  revenues  was  the  last  essential  work 
«  of  our  glorious  revolution.  The  acooroplisbment  of  tMs 
necessary  work  is  among  the  objects  nearest  my  heart,  and 
to  effect  it,  I  would  S8cri6ce  time,  property,  and  domestic 
bibs. 

Many  late  circumstances  have  so  far  lessened  our  ap- 
prehensions from  the  common  «nemy,  that  my  original 
motives  have  almost  ceased  to  operate.  But  other  cir- 
cumstances have  postponed  the  establishment  of  public 
eredit  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  fear  it  will  never  be  »Yiade. 
To  increase  oin*  debts,  while  the  prospect  of  paying  ihem 
dimini^s,  does  not  consist  with  my  ideas  of  integrity.  I 
must,  therefore,  quit  a  situation  which  becomes  utterly  in- 
supportable. But  lest  the  piibFic  measures  might  be  de- 
ranged by  any  precipitation,  I  will  continue  to  serve  until 
the  end  of  May.  If  ^ectual  measures  are  not  taken  by 
that  period,  to  make  permanent  provision  for  the  public 
debts  of  every  kind.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  appoint 
some  other  tnan  to  be  the  Superintendent  of  their  Fi- 
nances, I  sliotUd  Jbe  unwxjirlhy  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  my  fellow  citizens,  if  I  tlid  not  explicitly  declare^ 
that  I  will  never  be  the  minister  of  injustice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THK   PRX8IIIENT   07    CONOKSSS. 

Office  of  Financdi  February  26thy  1783. 
Sir, 

A  number  of  those  who  ha?e  contracted  engagements 
^hb  me  will,  I  know,  place  a  personal  reliance  on  me  for 
the  fulfilment  of  them.  As  the  timo  approaches  very  fast 
when  I  am  to  quit  this  office,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations.  Among  these,  I  must  place 
the  due  and  seasonable  inf6rmation,  which  as  an  honest 
man  I  must  convey  to  those  who  have  confided  in  me.  I 
am,  therefore!^  to  pray  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  con- 
tained in  the  order  of  the  24th  of  January  last,  m^y  be 
taken  off.  At  the  same  time,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest 
to  Congress,  that  the  early  appointment  of  my  successor, 
will  give  him  opportunity  to  take  such  measures  as  may 
prevent  many  inconveniences  that  might  otherwise  happen. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


ro   OEOROS   WAflHIKGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  27th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a 

letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  which  was  written  on 

the  24th  of  last  month.      I  should  have  transmitted  it  to 

you  on  the  next  day,  but  contrary  to  my  expectations, 

Congress  enjoined  secrecy.     I  yesterday  wrote  a  letter,  of 

whidi  I  also  enclose  a  copy,  and  in  copsequencc  of  it  I 

am  this  instant  informed  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  is 

taken  off.    I  seize,  therefore,  the  earliest  moment  to  give 

you  the  infonnation. 
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I  do  assure  you,  Sir,  tliat  nothing  would  have  induced 
me  to  take  this  step,  but  a  painful  conviction  that  the  situ* 
ation  of  those  to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  is  des* 
perate.  I  believe,  sincerely,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
^  members  of  Congress  wish  to  do  justice ;  but  I  as  sin- 
cerely believe  that  they  will  not  adopt  die  necessary  meas- 
ures, because  they  are  afraid  of  offending  their  States. 
From  my  soul  I  pity  the  army,  and  you,  my  Dear  Sir,  in 
particular,  who  must  see  and  teel  for  their  distresses,  with* 
out  the  power  of  relieving  them. 

I  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  have  been  able  to 
procure  for  them  that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled ; 
and  in  the  meantimei  J  labored  to  make  the  situation  as 
tolerable  as  circumstances  would  permit.  For  the  assist- 
ance which  you  have  kindly  afforded  me,  I  pray  you  to 
accept  tny  thanks,  and  to  ^e  assured  that  I  shall  ever 
retain  on  that  account  the  most  grateful  emotions.  My 
thni.ks  are  due  also  to  all  our  officers,  for  I  know  that  un- 
wearied pains  have  beep  taken  to  give  them  disagreeable 
impressions,  and  I  am,  therefore,  doubly  indebted  for  the 
just  sentiments,  which  amid  so  many  misrepresentations 
they  have  constantly  entertained.  I  hope  my  successor 
will  be  more  fortunate  than  I  have  been,  and  that  our 
glorious  revolutbn  may  be  crowned  with,  those  acts  of 
justice,  without  which  the  greatest  human  glory  is  but  the 
shadow  of  a  shade. 
I  am,^  Sir,  8cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   WILUIM  CARiaCHAEL,  IN  HADRID. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  ith,  1783. 
Sir, 

You  will  probably  r^ollect  that  Mr  Jay  protested  ten 
bills  of  exchange,  each  for  two  hundred  and  twentyfive 
Mexican  dollars,  of  which  the  list  is  enclosed.  Tbe^ 
billsi  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cent  damages,  amount 
to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  for  which  I  have 
this  day  signed  a  set  of  bills  on  you,  wliich,  to  avoid  the 
dangers  to  which  communication  is  liable,  are  extended  to 
the  eighth  bill.  This  draft  is  at  six  months'  sight,  and  I  am 
to  desire  that  you  will  honor  it,  and  take  your  reimbursement 
on  Mr  Grand.  The  length  of  sight  may  probably  place 
it  at  a  considerable  discount  on  the  exchange  of  Madrid, 
and  it  is  probable,  also,  that  you  may  draw  on  Mr  Grand 
to  advantage ;  if  so,  1  conceive  it  would  be  best  to  have 
the  bill  bought. 

Draw  on  Mr  Grand  at  tlie  common  usance,  and  close 
the  transaction ;  which  I  hope  may  he  the  last  of  the  kind, 
which  the  American  government  will  be  concerned  in. 
An  additional  reason  for  suggesting  this  is,  that  should  this 
bill  go  through  hands  ignorant  of  the  whole  transaction,  it 
may  give  rise  to  conjectures,  that  the  former  practice  of 
drawing  is  ahout  to  be  revived.  I  sliould  have  drawn  on 
France  or  paid  in  cash,  but  as  tlie  party  is  at  Boston,  and 
the  rate  of  the  exchange  unfixed,  it  is  more  conformable  to 
mercantile  usage  to  give  a  new  bill  for  the  principal  and 
damages. 

I  am,  Sir^  ttc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE   PRESIDENT   07   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  8th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  afternoon  a  report,  which  is  to 
be  considered  on  Monday  the  10th  instant,  and  with 
it  I  received  an  order  to  transmit  my  observations. 
The  shortness  of  the  time  obliges  me  to  ask  indulgence 
for,  deficiencies  or  inaccuracies.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  Congress  were  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  I  shall  presume  that  the  potoer  of 
Congress  will  be  exerted  for  that  purpose. 

There  appear,  therefore,  two  principal  points  to  be 
considered. 

I.  What  justice  requires  ;  and, 

II.  What  Congress  have  power  to  do. 

To  the  first  I  answer.  Justice  requires  that  the  debt 
be  paid.  The  principles  of  justice  require  that  from 
a  government,  which  a  court  of  justice  exacts  from  an 
individual.  Government  have  no  right  to  oblige  cred- 
itors to  commute  their  debts  for  anything  else.  Any 
revenues,  therefore,  to  be  pledged  for  the  restoration 
of  public  credit  must  be  such,  that  money  may  be  bor- 
rowed on  them  to  pay  those  to  whom  it  is  due  ;  any 
plan  which  falls  short  of  that  object  will  not  do  justice. 
And  no  plan  will  embrace  that  object  unless  it  be  such 
that  under  it  individ?ials  would  prefer  government 
security  to  any  other.  In  our  particular  situation  it 
appears  clear,  that  such  public  creditor  has  a  complete 
right  to  demand  his  whole  debt  from  Congress,  and  to 
name  the  terms  on  which  he  will  forego  it,  and  that 
Congress  have  a  similar  right  in  regard  to  the  States. 
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Iq  order  to  determine  on  the  second  question^  vns. 
the  power  of  Congress^  we  must  resort  to  the  confed- 
eration. By  the  eighth  article  it  will  appear,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  determine  on  the  sum  to  be 
paid  by  the  States,  and  the  time  of  payment ;  and  that 
this  sum  is  to  be  paid  by  the  States  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  value,  or  an  estimation  to  be  made  in 
the  mode  to  be  appointed  by  Congress.  It  is,  there- 
fore^ in  the  potoer  of  Congress  to  call  for  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  by  any  day  ;  such  for  instance  as  the 
1st  of  January  ;  and  to  have  a  valuation  made  some 
previous  day ;  such  for  instance  as  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, The  right  of  Congress  is  perfect ,  and  the  duty  to 
pay  absolute.  It  appears  necessary  that  this  power  be 
exerted  in  the  most  decisive  form,  and  that  whatever 
general  plan  of  finance  may  be  adopted,  the  concur- 
rence of  each  State  in  such  plan  should  be  admitted  as 
an  alternative  for  not  paying  her  apportioned  quota  of 
the  whole  debt.     My  reasons  are  these. 

1st.  It  will  not  be  believed^  that  Congress  have  no 
power  to  do  justice  until  the  power  which  they  have 
is  exerted. 

2dly.  The  public  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  exertion. 

3dly.  Until  it  be  made,  a  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  Congress  will  be  considered  by  the  States  as 
a  matter  of  favor  and  not  of  right. 

4thly.  Congress  having  a  right  to  the  whole  money, 
it  follows  that  they  have  the  exdusive  right  to  name 
those  precise  terms  on  which  they  will  commute  it. 

5thly.  Hence  it  follows  that  their  plan,  (be  it  what 
it  may)  must  be.  adopted  by  the  States  in  all  its  parts, 
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because  none  of  them  can  have  a  right  to  make 
amendments. 

6lhly.  The  objections  heretofore  raised  against  the 
impost  will  by  this  means  be  totally  done  aw^y,  be- 
cause each  State  may  at  its  option  either  comply  with 
the  general  plan  or  pay  her  particular  share  of  the 
whole  debt. 

7thly.  If  the  plan  proposed  as  an  alternative  be 
adopted,  it  will  from  th6  nature  of  the  cafe  be  an  ex- 
press national  compact  between  the  UnittKl  States  and 
each  individual  State.  The  revenue  will  have  been 
purchased  by  Congress  and  they  will  have  a  perfect 
right  to  insist  on  their  bargain. 

Sthly.  The  plans  of  Congress  will  by  this  means 
be  greatly  facilitated  in  the  States,  because  the  afgu- 
ments  will  apply  to  men's  feelings,  and  they  will  at 
once  perceive,  that  it  is  better  to  give  a  permanent 
revenue  of  six,  than  make  immediate  p^jyment  of  a 
hundred.  Every  term  and  condition  in  the  plan  will 
then  be  fair,  because  if  the  revenues  be  such  as. in  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature  will  fall  too  heavy  on 
their  constituents,  they  can  adopt  others,  bdrrow  on 
their  owii  accoutit,  and  pay  in  their  share  at  the  day 
named.  So  that  the  United  States  will  either  receive 
the  whole  money,  and  pay  all  tlieir  debts,  or  they  will 
get  solid  revenues  to  fund  the  whole,  or  they  will  re- 
ceive a  part  and  have  such  revenues  for  tlm  remainder. 

It  also  appears  to  me  that  our  situation  requires  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  therefore  I  wish  much  that  the 
days  named  should  be  shorter  than  those  above  men- 
tioned. The  Act  of  the  17th  of  last  month  4ias  been 
duly  forwarded  to  the  several  States,  but  there  will  be 
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DO  impropriety  in  taking  a  Sorter  mode  of  valuation 
for  apportioning  the  debt,  and  leaving  the  valuation  by 
the  Act  of  the  17lh  to  apply  to  tlie  yearly  apportion-  * 
itients  subsequent  to  the  last  year.  Various  modes  of 
making  a  speedy  valuation  might  be  suggested;  such 
for  instance,  as  that  Congress  should  appoint  a  com- 
missioner for  each  State,  directing  them  to  meet  at 
this  place  on  the  1st  of  June  and  determine,  that  the 
valuation  made  by  the  majority  of  those  who  do  meet 
should  be  conclusive.  If  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  this 
be  pursued,  those  suspicions  as  to  the  intcgrity^  of 
Congresa,  which  ill  designing  men  have  endeavored  to 
raise  must  immediately  cease.  And  if  justice  be  not 
done,  publie  indignation  will  be  pointed  to  the  proper 
persons. 

With  respect  to  the  alternative  which  may  b^  pro- 
posed, I  am  soi'ry  to  find  that  my  ideas  aa  to  the  ob- 
jects of  revenue  have  not  met  with  the  approbation  of 
Congress*  I  must  be  indulged  in  observing,  that  let 
the  revenues  be  what  they  may,  it  is  indispensable 
that  all  the  collectors  be  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  aind  for  the  following  reasons. 

Ist.  Experience  hat  shown,  that  the  taxes  hereto- 
fore laid  in  the  States  have  not  been  collected. 

2dly.  It  is  evident  from  a  consideration  of  their 
modes  of  taxation,  (which  they  are  all  very  obstinately 
attached  to,)  that  they  never  will  be  punctually  col- 
lected. 

3dly.  The  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  interest  is 
essential  to  pnblic  credit. 

4thly.  As  Congress  forego  their  right  to  insist  on 
the  principal,  it  is  but  just  that  they  should  have  eyery 
possible  security  for  the  interest. 
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5thly.  As  the  people  are  in  either  case  to.  pay  the 
supposed  tax  at  certlBiin  periods,  it  must  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  what  particular  man  the  payment  is 
made. 

6thly.  The  objection  raised  in  favor  of  elected  tax 
gatherers,  viz.  that  they  consider  the  circumstances  of 
the  people,  which  is  saying  in  other  words,  tlmt  they 
are  guilty  of  favor  and  partiality,  is  the  strongest 
reason  why  the  collectors  should  be  appointed  by,  and 
amenable  to.  Congress. 

7thly.  It  is  a  kind  of  absurdity  in  itself,  that  Con- 
gress should  have  a  right  to  the  tax^  and  yet  no  right 
to  send  their  servants  to  receive  it. 

I  pray  leave  also  to  observe,  that  the  revenues  must 
be  co-existent  with  the  debt.  No  man  in  his  senses 
will  lepd  on  any  other  terms.  If  the  revenue  be  only 
for  a  fixed  period  of  time,  no  more  can  be  borrowed  on 
it  than  the  price  of  an  annuity  for  such  a  time.  And 
it  has  already  been  observed,  that  money  must  be  bor- 
rowed  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  because  they  have  a 
just  right  to  their  money.  Another  observation  on  this 
subject  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  impress.  The  more 
dear,  certain,  permanent^  and  increasing  the  funds  are, 
the  lower  will  be  the  interest  at  which  money  can  be 
borrowed.  If  the  funds  be  very  good,  money  may  be 
borrowed  at  four  per  cent,  perhaps  at  three  per  cent. 
If  they  are  not  good  it  will  not  be  procured  for  less 
than  six,  seven,  or  eight  per  cent,  and  perhaps  not  at  all. 
Proper  reflections  on  this  subject  will  naturally  suggest 
themselves,  and  it  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  whether 
the  debt  be  less  or  greater,  and  whether  the  interest  be 
higher  or  lower  the  people  mmi  pay  aU. 
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With  respect  to  the  impost  I  conceive  it  to  be  justly  ex- 
ceptionable, because  that  an  estimation  ad  valorem  is  arbi- 
trary, and  the  law  ought  in  all  cases  to  be  clear  and  explicit. 
Th^  impost  on  prizes  need  not,  I  should  suppose,  be  asked 
for,  because  Congress  may  take  measures  for  the  purpose 
themselves  whenever  the  occasion  requires.  I  conceive 
also,  that  a  tax  might  be  laid  on  exports  which,  without 
being  burdensome,  would  still  be  productive.  Enck>sed  is 
a  list  of  rates,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit.  I  can- 
not go  into  a  written  detail  of  the  reasons  for  theftn,  because 
my  time  will  not  permit. 

I  am  told  that  the  principal  objection  to  a  land  tax  is  the 
inequality.  Ta  obviate  this  objection  (although  I  cannot 
accede  to  the  force  of  it)  perhaps  a  reduction  of  the  sum 
from  one  dollar  to  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  ppr  hundred  acres 
might  be  expedient ;  and  to  supply  the  deficiency,  a  tax  on 
houses  might  be  adopted,  according  to  the  enclosed  rate, 
which  I  also  beg  leave  to  submit. 

I  must  take  tlie  liberty  to  declare  my  most  serious  ap- 
prehensions from  the  existence  of  unsettled  accounts  among 
the  States.  Everything  which  tends  to  create  or  continue 
them  is  fraught  with  ruinous  consequences.  Keeping  ac- 
counts of  moneys  paid  by  taxes  of  the  States,  and  liqui- 
dating those  accounts  by  after  settlements,  willy  I  fear, 
prove  the  source  of  much  dissension.  It  will  operate  as 
heretofore  in  preventing  the  States  from  paying  anything. 
I  would  pray  therefore  to  submit  to  Congress  the  following 
mode  of  terminating  all  present  accounts,  viz.  that  the  wholo 
sum  paid  or  expended  by  each  State,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  should  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  particular  State,  and  each  draw  interest 
on  such  sum.     By  these  means  the  whole  account  would 
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be  equitably  settled  m  the  first  instance.  The  States  which 
are  indebted  on  their  own  private  account,  would  be  able  to 
wipe  off  such  debts  by  an  assignment  of  national  stock. 
And  on  the  first  requisitions  made  by  Coi^ress  for  current 
expenditures,  each  might  make  payment  either  in  part,  or 
perhaps  in  the  whole,  by  a  discbarge  of  so  much  of  the 
debt.  Thus  a  degree  of  simplicity  would  be  introduced 
into  our  affairs,  and  we  might  avoid  the  horrors  of  intestine 
convulsions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

^  Head  Quarters,  March  8th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Very  painful  sensations  are  excited  in  my  mind  by  your 
letter  of  the  27th  of  February.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
express  to  you  the  regret  with  which  I  received  the  infor- 
mation it  contains. 

I  have  often  reflected  with  much  solicitude  upon  the  dis- 
agreeableness  of  your  situation,  and  the  negligence  of  the 
several  States  in  not  enabling  you  to  do  that  justice  to  the 
public  creditors,  which  their  demands  require.  I  wish  the 
step  ydu  have  taken  may  sound  the  claim  to  their  inmost 
souls,  and  rouse  them  to  a  just  sebse  of  their  own  interest, 
honor  and  credit.  But  I  must  confess  to  you  that  1  have 
my  fears,  for  as  danger/ becomes  further  removed  from 
them,  tljeir  feelings  seem  to  be  more  callwis  to  those  noble 
sentiments,  with  which  I  could  wish  to  see  tliem  inspired. 
Mutual  jealousies,  local  prejudices  and  misapprehensions, 
have  taken  such  deep  root  as  will  not  easily  be  removed. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  $37 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  which  you  have 
experienced,  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would  have  continued 
your  efforts  to  the  close  of  the  war  at  least;  but  if  your 
^resolutions  are  absolutely  fixed,  1  assure  you  I  consider  the 
event  as  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  that  coukl  have  fallen 
upon  the  Stales,  and  most  sincerely  deprecate  the  sad  con- 
sequences which  I  fear  will  follow.  The  army,  I  am  sure, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  entertain  the  highest  sense  of 
your  exertions,  will  lament  the  step  you  are  obliged  to  take 
as  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  to  them. 

I  am,  iic* 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   C0NGR|:SS.*    . 

Offic*  of  Finuice,  March  lOih,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  18th 
of  last  month,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  an  estimate 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1783,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury.  This  amounts  to  thirtyjive  millions 
three  hundred  and  iwentyseven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixtyiiine  dollars  fifty  three  and  one  eighth  ninetieths^  ex- 
clusive of  what  he  calls  the  unliquidated  debt,  being  the 
moneys  due  to  the  several  States  and  to  ijidividuals  in  the 
several  States.     I  beg  leave  also  to  mention  other  debts 

*  March  12tA.  This  moming  arrived  the  ship  Washington,  Cap- 
tain Barney,  with  despatches  from  our  Ministers  in  Paris,  and  with 
six  hundred  thousand  livres  in  cash,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
in*consequence  of  my  order  in  October  last ; — and  this  day  also  ap- 
peared a  virulent  attack  on  my  public  and  private  character,  signed 
iMOMMy  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  replete  with  falsehoods.-^JDMfy. 
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which  have  not  been  taken  into  the  Register's  contempla- 
tion, namelyi  the  old  continerUal  bills  and  arrearages  of 
half  pay.  Congress  will  easily  see  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  their  servants  to  state  the  public  debts  with  aajr 
tolerable  precision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ROBERT  AIORRIS. 


TO  MAJOR  OENEB4L  GREENE. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  14th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  other  day  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  pnd  am  very  much  obliged  both  by  the  pains 
you  have  taken,  and  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  in 
favor  of  a  department,  which  1  shall  shortly  be  obliged  to 
abandon.  You  will  before  this  reaches  you  have  seen  in 
the  newspapers  my  letters  of  resignation.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  go  into  a  detail  of  the  reasons  for  taking  that 
step,  which  was  as  painful  to  me  as  yod  can  easily  con- 
ceive. But  I  bad  no  alternative.  I  saw  clearly  that  while 
it  was  asserted  on  all  hands,  our  debts  ought  to  be  paid, 
no  efficient  measures  would  be  adopted  for  (be  purpose  ; 
no  good  plan  agreed  on.  I  felt  the  consequences  of  my 
resignation  on  the  public  ^credit ;  1  felt  the  probable  de- 
rangement of  our  afiah*s ;  I  felt  the  difficulties  my  succes- 
sor would  have  to  encounter,  but  still  I  felt  that  above  all 
things  it  was  a  duty  to  be  honest.  This  first  and  highest 
principle  has  been  obeyed.  I  do  not  hold  myself  answer- 
able for  consequences.  Those  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
opposers  of  just  measures,  let  their  rank  and  station  be 
what  they  may.     I  expect  much  obloquy  for  my  conduct, 
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because  this  is  what  I  knew  to  be  the  reward  for  any  con- 
duct whatever  which  b  right.  To  slander  I  am  indifierent, 
and  still  more  indifferent  abotit  the  attetnpts  to  question  the 
services  I  have  rendered,  but  I  feel  most  sensibly  for  your 
situation,  and  for  that  of  every  other  officer. 

The  Congress  have  now,  and  have  long  since  had  under 
their  consideration,  a  due  provision  for  the  public  debts ; 
when  they  will  conclude  it,  and  what  it  will  be,  God  only 
knows.  If  it  is  such  as  in  my  opinion  will  do  justice^  I 
shall  stay  somewhat  longer  in  office  to  know  the  decisions 
of  the  States,  and  if  their  proceedings  aro  what,  on  such 
an  occasion  they  ought  to  be,  I  shall  spare  no  labor  and  • 
regret  no  time  in  completing  the  business,  so  that  my 
successor -may  receive  it  from  my  bands  as  clear  and  sim* 
pie,  as  k  was  confused  and  embarrassed  when  it  was  tinder- 
taken.  But  if  these  things  do  not  happen,  you  and  every 
other  good  man  will,  I  hope,  acquit  me  for  leaving  a  post, 
in  which  I  am  totally  unsupported,  and  where  I  must  be 
daily  the  witness  to  scenes  of  poignant  anguish,  and  deep 
injustice  without  the  possibility  of  administering  either  relief 
or  palliation.  While  1  do  continue  in  office,  re}y  on  every 
support  in  my  power,  and  always,  whether  a  public  or  a 
private  man,  believe  in  my  esteem  and  affection. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.    • 


TO    TBt    PRESIDENT    OT    COMGRfiSS. 

Office  of  Finance^  March  17th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honoF^to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  6( 

the  14th  of  December  last  from  Dr  Franklin,  and  the 
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(ranslatioo  of  a  letter  of  the  15tb  instant,  from  the  Cber«- 
alter  de  la  Luserne.  These,  together  with  the  letter  of 
the  23d  of  December  from  Dr  Franklin,  of  which  I  have 
already  submitted  a  copy,  will  I  trust  claim  the  attention  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  de  la  Lu^serne  did  me  the  honor  to  make  verbal 
communication  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  letters,  from 
which  as  well  as  from  those,  of  Dr  Franklin  and  from 
other  circumstances,  1  consider  it  as  certain  that  we  are 
to  expect  no  further  pecuniary  aid  from  Euro|)e.  So  late 
as  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  the  loan  in  Holland  bad 
not  amouuted  to  eighteen  hundred  thousand  florins,  and 
.  after  the  deduction  of  the  charges  on  it,  there  were  not 
above  seventeen  hundred  thousand  at  my  disposal.  From 
the  month  of  June  to  the  9lh  of  December  this -loan  had 
not  increased  half  a  million  of  florins,  so  that  the  most 
sanguine  expectation  will  not  carry  it  beyond  two  millions 
out  of  the  five  for  which  it  was  opened. 

Congress  will  recollect,  that  on  the  14th  of  Septem^r 
ber  last  they  ordered  a  loan  of  four  millions  of  dollars 
in  Europe,  for  the  service  of  1783,  in  addition  to  this 
loan,  which  Mr  Adams  had  opened  in  Holland.  They 
will  also  recollect,  that  I  bad  anticipated  uponf  those  re- 
sources about'  three  and  a  half  millions  of  livres  during  the 
year  17&2.  And  that  this  anticipation  was  over  and  above 
the  sum  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  florins,  which  we  then 
knew  to  have  been  borrowed  in  Holland.  Allowing, 
therefore,  for  the  supposed  increase  of  half  a  million  of 
florins  or  a  million  of  livres,  there  will  still  remain  of  antici- 
pation two  and  a  half  niiinons  of  livres ;  so  that  of  the 
SMm  lent  for  this  year  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  there 
will  remain  but  three  millions  and  a  half  of  livres.     Ac- 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  341 

cording  to  tbe  common  course  of  exchange,  this  sum  cannot 
be  expected  to  yield  more  than  six  Hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Six  iiundred  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  with  what  tlm  States 
will  yield  in  taxes,  form  the  whole  of  our  expectations  for 
the  current  year.  From  tliis  is  to  be  deducted  one  month's 
pay  [already  promised  to  the  army,  amounting  by  estimate 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  judge  of  our  prospects  for  what  remains,  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  the  subsistence  of  our 
officers  is  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars,  that  the  rations 
issued  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  are  about  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  thdt  the  rations  of  the  southern  army  will 
probably  amount  to  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
If  to  this  be  added  the  various  detached  corps,  it  will  be 
ibund,  that  the  articles  of  ratipns  and  subsistence,  exclu- 
sive of  the  prisoners,  will  form  an  amount  of  about  ninety 
tliousand  dollars  a  month.  JV]y  anticipations  on  the  taxes 
are  so  well  known,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  them 
any  more  than  the  other  objects  of  forage^  &tc.  which  are 
indispensable.  I  have  gone  into  these  few  details  merely 
to  elucidate  oncposition,  viz.  that  all  the  money  now  at 
our  eommand,  and  whic\  we  may  expect  from  the  States  for 
this  two  months  to  C07ne,  mil  not  do  more  than  satisfy  the 
various  engagements^  which  will  by  that  time  have  fallen 
due. 

It  is  of  importance  that  Congress  should  know  their  true 
situation,  and  therefore  I  could  wish,  that  a  committee 
were  appc/mted  to  confer  with  the  Ministef  of  France. 
My  reason  for  that  wish  is,  that  every  member  of  Congress 
may  liave  tlie  same  conviction,  which  I  feel  of  one  import- 
ant fact.  That  there  is  no  hope  of  any  further  pecuniary 
aid  from  Europe.    The  conduct  of  the  French  Court  on 
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the  subject  has  been  decisive.  Some  persons  have  indeed 
flattered  themselves,  thSt  her  ^lositive  declarations  were 
merely  calculated  to  restrain  our  rashness  and  moderate 
our  excess,  but  these  ideas  can  no  longer  have  place  in 
any  sound  and  discerniug  mind.  Her  conduct  has  been 
consistent  with  her  declarations,  and  if  she  had  ever  so 
much  inclination  to  assist  ^  us  with  money  it  is  not  in  her 
power. 

But  whatever  may  be  tbe  ability  of  nations  or  individ- 
uals, we  can  liav6  no  right  to*  hope,  much  less  to  expect 
the  aid  of  others,  while  we  show  so  much  unwilliurgnef^  to 
help  ourselves.  It  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  to  Congress, 
that  our  public  credit  is  gone.  It  was  very  e^sy  to  fore- 
see that  this  would  be  the  case,  and  it  was  my  particular 
duty  to  predict  it.  This  has  been  done  repeatedly.  I 
claim  no  merit  from  the  prediction,  because  a  man  must 
be  naturally  or  wilfully  blind  who  could  not  see,  that  crjedk 
cannot  long  be  supported  without  funds. 

From  what  has  already  been  said.  Congress  will  clearly 
perceive  the  necessity  of  further  resources.  What  means 
they  shall  adopt,  it  is  in  their  wisdom  to  consider.  They 
cannot  borrow,  and  the  States  will  not  pay.  The  thit^ 
has  happened  which  was  expected.  .  I  cannot  presume  to 
advise.  Congress  well  knew  that  I  never  pretended  to 
any  extfaordinary  knowledge  of  finance,  and  that  my  de- 
ficiencies on  this  subject  were  a  principal  reason  for  declin- 
ing the  ofilce.  I  have  since  had  reason  to  be  still  more 
convinced  of ^y  incompetency,  because  the  plans  which  I 
did  suggest  have  not  met  with  approbation.  I  ho|>e,  there- 
fore, that  some  abler  mind  will  point  out  the  mean's  to'  save 
our  country  from  ruin. . 

I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  that  it  is  extremely  painful  to  me 
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to  be  obliged  to  address  Congress  on  this  subject.  I  wish 
most  sinqereiy,  that  I  coiUd  look  at  our  future  prospects 
with  the  same  indifference,  that  others  have  brought  them- 
selves to  regard  them.  Perhaps  I  am  not  sufficiently  san- 
guine. It  is  common  for  age  to  Ibten  more  to  the  voice 
of  experience  than  youth  is  inclined.  The  voice  of  ex- 
perience foretold  these  evils  long  since.  There  was  a 
time  when  we  might  have  obviated  them,  but  I  fear  that 
precious  moment  is  passed. 

Bet^re  1  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  observe  on  the 
misconstructions,  which  men,  totally  ignorant  of  our  afiairs, 
have  put  on  that  conduct,  which  severe  necessity  com- 
pelled me  to  pursue.  Such  men,  affecting  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  things,  have  charged  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic credit  to  me,  and  iHtei;preted  the  terms  of  my  resigna- 
tion into  reJ9ections  upon  Congress. '  I  hope,  Sir,  that  so 
long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  serve  the  United  States,  I  shall 
feel  a  proper  contempt  for  srtl  such  insinuations.  I  shall 
confidently  repose  myself  on  the  candor  of  Congress.  It 
is  for  ibem  to  judge  of  my  conduct  on  full  and  intiipate 
knowledge.  Writers  for  a  newspaper  may,  indeed,  through 
the  medium  of  misrepresentation,  pervert  the  public  opin- 
ion, but  the  official  conduct  of  your  servants  is  not  amena- 
ble to  that  tribunal.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  excused  for 
observing,  that  on  the  day  in  which  I  was  publicly  charged 
with  ruining  your  credit,  those  despatches  arrived  from 
Europe,  which  tell  you  it  was  already  at  an  end.  '  The 
circumstances  which  I  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, were  not  yet  known  in  Europe.  It  was  not  yet; 
known  that  Rhode  Island  had  unanimously  refused  to  pass 
the  impost  law,  and  that  Virginia  had  repealed  it.  The 
very  delays,  which  the  measures  of  Congress  had  met 


344  HUBERT  MORRIS. 

with,  were  sufficient  (o  s^ip  the  foundations  of  their  credit* 
And  we  now  know  that  they  have  had  that  effect.  When 
those  circumstances,  therefore,  shall  be  known,  it  must  be 
overturned.  I  saw  this  clearly,  and  1  knew  that  until  some 
plain  and  rational  system  should  be  adopted  and  acceded 
to,  the  business  of  this  office  would  be  a  business  of  expe- 
dient and  chicane.  1  have  neither  the  taleitts  nor  the 
disposition  to  engage  in  such  business,  and,  therefore,  I 
prayed  to  be  dismissed.  I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  this  slight 
digression,  f  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  patience, 
than  to  assure  you  of  th6  veneration  and  respect,  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.   * 


TO  THE  BECEIYERS  OF  CONTINENTAL  TAXES  IN  THE 
SEVERAL  STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  Tth,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  enclose  you  an  account  of  the  public  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures from  the  commencement  of  my  administration 
to  the  close  of  last  year^  While  in  compliance  with  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  those  intrusted  with  expendi- 
tures of  public  money,*!  publish  these  accounts,  I  cannot 
but  blush  to  see  the  shanieful  de6ciency  o(  the  States. 
You  will,  I  lu>pe,  take  occasion  to  make  die  proper  re- 
marks, and,  indecdj  it  were  to  be  wished  that  some  able 
writers  would  rouse  the  attention  of  your  Legislature  to 
our  situation.  Surely  the  pride  and  good  sense -of  the 
people  will  combine  in  stimulating  them  to  exert  them- 
selves, so  as  to  stand  on  their  own  feet,  and  not  owe  a 
support  to  the  precarious  boimty  of  foreign  powers. 

1  am,  Sir,  iuc.  ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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ClBCtJLAR    TO   T&1>  GOVEIWORg   OF   THE   STATES* 

Office  of  Finance,  April  7th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  endose  for  jout  Excellency's 

perusal^  and  the  consideration  of  your  L?gislature,  a  state* 

raent  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  years  1781  and 

1782,  so  (ar  as  the  same  hare  fallen  under  my  administra- 

tbn*     You  will  also  find  enclosed,  the  general  accounts  of 

receipts  from  the  States,  and  subsequent  payments  intb 

the  treasury  for  the!  last  year,  together  with  the  particular 

account  of  your  State  for  that  period.     I  shall  not  trouble 

your  Excellency  with  any  comments  on  these  aecotmts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   A   COMXITTEE   01*   COKGRttSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  14ih,  1783. 
Gentleitten, 

Since  the  conference  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you 
on  the  9th  instant,  my  tnmi  has  been  continually  occupied 
on  the  important  subject  to  which  it  relates.  My  feelings 
are  strongly,  excited  by  what  I  wish  for  the  public,  and  by 
what  I  apprehend,  both  for  them  and  for  myself. 

The  two  points,  which  relate  to  my  department,  are  the 
settlement  of  accounts  and  advance  of  pay.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  it  is  now  going  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  will  be  as  speedily  accomplished  as  can  reasonably  be 
expected.  The  arrangements  taken  on  that  subject  are  of 
such  a  nature,  that  I  conceive  the  disbanding  of  the  army 
need  not  be  delayed  until  the  settlement  is  completed,  be- 
VOL.  XII.  44 
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cause  the  proper  officers  may  be  kept  together,  although 
the  men  be  dismissed.  The  amount  of  three  month's  pay, 
which  is  stated  by  the  General  to  be  indispensable,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  estlmate,.seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  From  what  I  have  alrefidy  stated  to  Copgress,  it 
will  appear  that  the  reliance  for  a  great  part  of  this  sum, 
must  be  on  the  sales  of  public  property  and  the  taxes. 
Neither  of  these  sources  can  produce  much  immediately, 
and  from  the  latter  there  is  but  little  hope  at  all,  unless 
something  can  be  done  to  3timulate  the  ejcertioas  of  the 
States. 

The  receipts  being  regularly  published,  I  am  i^red  the 
aecessity  of  disagreeable  observations  on  that  topic.  To 
supply  so  large  a  sum  as  is  required  is  utterly  impracti- 
cable, or,  indeed,, to  obtain  any  very  considerable  part. 
The  most,  therefore,  which  can  be  done,  is  to  rbk  a  large 
paper  anticipation.  This  is  an  operation  of  great  delicacy, 
and  it  is  essential  to  (be  stiecess  of  it,  that  my  credit  should 
be  staked  for  the  redemption.  Do  not  imagine.  Gentle- 
men, that  this  declaration  is  dictated  by  vanity  i  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  mention  truth.  I  had  rather  it  had  fallen  from 
vany  other  person,  and  I  had  much  rather  it  did  not  exist. 
In  issuing  my  notes  to  the  required  amoupt,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  I  should  give  an  express  assurance  of  pay- 
ment, and  in  so  doing,  I  should  be  answerable  personally 
for  about  half  a  million,  when  I  leave  this  office,  and  de- 
pend on  the  arrangements  of  those  who  come  after  me  to 
save  ine  from  ruin.  I  am  willing  to  risk  as  much  for  this 
country  as  any  man  in  America,  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  should  put  myself  in  so  desperate  a  situation.  To 
render  the  arrangements,  which  that  advance  would  re- 
quire, effectual  in  an  official  point  of  view^  would  be  a  work 
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of  time,  and  the  period  of  my  official  existence  is  nearly 
arrived. 

Disbanding  the  army  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  them 
and  to  the  country,  is  doubly  desirable,  and  ahhough  ex- 
tremely difficult,  is  I  believe  practicable.  I  shall  be  very 
ready  at  all  times,  Gentlemen,  to  give  my  advice  and  as- 
sistance to  those  who  may  be  charged  with  that  delicate 
and  perilous  undertaking,  and  I  would  go  as  far  to  effect 
it  myself  as  any  reasonable  man  could  require.  But 
though  I  would  sacrifice  much  of  my  property,  yet  I  can- 
not risk  my  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity,  nor  expose 
myself  to  absolute  ruin. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finmnce,  April  16th,  1733. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  15th  instant.  I  accepted  the  Marine  Agency,  sim- 
ply with  a  view  to  save  the  expense  of  the  department ; 
but  whenever  a  Marine  is  to  be  established  a  previous 
point  would  be  (in  my  opinion)  to  nominate  a  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  let  his  first  work  be  the  formipg  of  those  plans 
and  systems,  which  when  adopted  by  Congress,  he  would 
have  to  execute.  For  my  own  part,  were  my  abilities 
equal  to  this  task,  my  leisure  would  not  permit  the  attempt. 

With  respect  to  the  finances,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  as  we 
cannot  increase  our  revenue,  we  must  do  all  we  can  to 
lessen  our  expenditures,  and  that,  therefore,  we  should 
take  oS  every  expense  not  absolutely  necessary  as  soon  as 
lie.   ' 
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On  the  subject  of  tjie  coia,  I  hc^  soon  to  make  %  com- 
munication to  Congress,  which,  if  approved  of  by  them, 
will  complete  the  business. 

1  am,  Sir,  8(c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Financi^,  April  2ad,  1733. 
Sir, 

On  the  2 1st  of  February,  1782,  Congress  were  pleased 
to  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  to  direct  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
conducting  it.  This  matter  has  been  delayed  l^  various 
circumstances  until  tlie  present  moment.  I  now  enclose 
specimens  of  a  coin,  with  a  view  that  if  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  appoint  a  conjmittee  on  the  subject,  I  may 
have  the  honor  of  conferring  with  them,  and  explaining  my 
ideas  of  the  plan  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  mint. 
Such  plan  when  reported  by  a  committee,  will  more  prob- 
ably meet  the  ideas  of  Congress  than  any  which  I  might 
prepare. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*JiprU99th.  This  morning  when  I  received  the  book  ftom  the 
office  of  the  &tctpiMj  of  CongteB8>  in  which  the  Acle  of  dongrees 
that  respect  this  department  are  entered  ererj  di^,  I  pezce^Ted  that 
the  committee  who  had  conferred  with  me  respecting  my  continu- 
ance in  office  afler  the  last  day  of  next  month,  had  not  reported  the 
whole  of  the' conversation  which  passed,  and  that  the  report  as  en- 
tered on  the  Journak  of  CoBgreis,  miwtakM  the  Mnfe  of  what 
passed  on  my  part  I,  therefore,  wrote  a  note,  to  Mr  Osgood,  in- 
forming the  committee  that   they  had  misconstrued  my  sentimentf. 
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TO   THE    PRi:SI]>SNT   OV    0ON«RB88. 

Office  of  Finance,  May/lst,  1783. 

Sir, 

When  I  saw  the  journal  of  the  28th  of  last  month,  I  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  report  of  the  honorable  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  me  relative  to  my  contin- 
uance in  office,  did  not  contain  those  ideas,  which  I  had 
endeavored  to  convey.  I  inmie^ately  wrote  a  note  to  the 
chairman  mentioning  <Hhat  the  committee  had  misappre- 
hended the  conferenoe  on  my  part."  When  the  conver- 
sation passed,  f  had  no  expectation  of  seeing  it  introduced 
into  the  report,  or  I  should  certainly  have  asked  permission 
to  deliver  my  sentiments  in  writing. 

I  am  placed.  Sir,  in  a  v^y  painful  situation  and  must 
therefore  entreat  your  indulgent  interpretation  of  what  I 
am  compelled  to  say.  I  had  the  lionor  of  two  conferences 
with  the  committee,  and  in  the  mornings  after  those  con- 
ferences, respectively,  made  short  minutes  of  what  had* 
passed.  It  is  my  custom  to  make  such  minutes  with 
respect  to  most  of  my  dransactions,  and  as  they  were  origi- 
nally intended  merely  to  aid  my  own  memory,  they  are 
not  very  minute  or  particular.  Those  to  which  I  now 
refer  are  contained  in  the  following  words ; 

April  2M,  1783.  "The  honorable  Mr  Osgood,  Mr 
Bland,  Mr  Peters,  Mr  Madison,  and  Mr  Hamilton,  a  corn- 
He  soon  called,  and  upon  my  repeating  some  material  parts  of  the 
convehiation,  he  acknowledged  they  had  heen  omitted.  I  requested 
him  to  call  the  committee  together  again,  hut  he  said  they  ha^  made 
theic  report,  and  are  dissolved,  hot  he  would  immediately  return  to 
Congresf,  have  my  note  to  him  read,  and  move  to  have  the  report 
of  the  committee  expunged  from  the  Journals.    Diary, 
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mittee  of  Congress  appointed  to  confer  with  me  respecting 
my  continuance  in  office.  I  told  them  that  a  letter  from 
Mr  Grand^  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  affairs  in  Europe, 
and  that  a  frigate  being  just  arrived  in  a  short  passage  from 
France  I  expect  further  advices,  which  I  am  desirous  of 
seeing  before  I  enter  into  this  conference.  I  stated  (he 
difficuhy  of  fulfilling  engagements,  and  the  danger  of  taking 
any  new  ones."  ^  ••  . 

April  2Ath,  1783.  "The  committee  of  Congress  called 
this  morning,  in  consequence  of  Mr  G.  Morris  having  told 
Mr  Osgood,  that  he  imagined  I  was  ready  for  a  conference 
with  them.  I  told  the  committee  that  my  mind  had  been 
constantly  occupied  on  the  subject,  from  the  time  they  first 
called  until  the  present  moment.  That  I  see  and  feel  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  dismissing  the  army  among  their 
fellow  citizens,  satisfied  and  contented ;  that  I  dread  the 
consequences  of  sending  "ihem  into  civil  life,  with  murmurs 
and  complaints  in  their  mouths ;  and  that  no  man  can  be 
"better  disposed  than  I  am  to  satisfy  the  army,  or  more  de- 
sirous of  serving  our  country,  but  that  my  own  affairs  eaU 
loudly  for  my  care  and  attention.  However,  having  already 
engaged  in  this  business,  and  willing  to  oblige  Congress  if 
they  think  my  assistance  essential,  I  wiH  consent  to  remain 
in  office  for  the  purpose  of  siich  payment  to  the  army,  as 
may  be  agreed  on  as  necessary  to  disband  them  with  their 
own  consent,  kc.  But  prayed  of  Congress  to  excuse  me 
from  even  this  service  iC  they  can  accomplish  their  views 
in  such  other  way  as  they  may  approve." 

These,  Sir,  are  exact  copies  of  nr.y  miautes  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  although  they  were  hastily  drawn,  yet  I  can  safely 
appeal  to  the  committee  to  declare,  whether^they  do  not 
contain  what  really  passed,  and  also  whether  I  did  not  (in 
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reply  to  a  question  put  to  me  by  ooe  of  the  members)  say» 
that  I  expected,  if  Congress  should  ask  roe  to  ^ntinue  in 
office,  they  would  confine  their  request  to  the  effectiog  that 
particular  object  of  satisfying  the  army,  and  would  distin- 
guish it  from  anything,  which  might  be  construed  into  an , 
approbation  of  their  plan  for  funding  the  public  debts. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  Congress  will  excuse  me  for  picturing 
the  situation  I  was  in,  and  the  feelings  which  arose  out  of 
it.  By  the  Act  of  the  7th  of  February,  1781,  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
"  tp  digest  and  report  plans  for  improving  and  regulating 
the  finances."  Congress  well  know,  that  I  have  from  time 
to  time  attempted  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  they 
know  also,  that  such  plans  have  not  met  with  their  appro- 
bation. The  clear  inference  is,  what  I  have  already  de- 
clared both  previously  and  subsequently  to  my  appoint- 
ment, that  my  abilities  are  unequal  to  (he  task  I  am  called 
to  perform.  If,  ^  therefore.  Congress  would  at  any  time 
have  made  a  new  appointment,  I  should  have  considered 
it  as  the  greatest  favor.  But  since  they  saw  fit  to  continue 
me  in  ofiice,  1  prepared  the  best  plans  which  I  co^iid  de- 
vise, and  finding  they  were  not  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of 
Congress,  I  waited  for  the  a^loption  of  such  as  miglu  be 
suggested  from  some  other  quarter,  or.  originated  anK>ng 
themselves.  I  patiently,  but  anxiously  waited  until  the 
24th  of  January  last ;  but  then  a  clear  view  of  tb*ose  cir- 
cumstances, which  have  since  followed,  compelled  ma  to 
request  they  would  appoint  some  other  man  to  be  the  Su- 
perintendent of  theh*  Finances,  if  effectual  measures  were 
not -taken  by  the  end  of  May,  to  make  permanent  provision 
for  the  pul^lic  debts  of  every  kind.  On  the  2fiih  of  Feb- 
ruary, fibding  that  no  successor  was  yet  appointed,  and  that 
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the  plans  of  Congress  were  not  yet  completed,  I  requested 
leave  togite  due  and  seasonable  information  of  my  removal 
to  those  who  had  confided  in  me.  By  this  means  I  became 
pledged  to  the  world,  not  to  continue  in  office  after  the  end 
of  May,  unless  such  measures  as  I  conceived  to  be  effec- 
tual, should  be  taken  before  tliat  period,  to  provide  for  the 
public  debts.  On  the  7th  of  March,  I  received  the  report 
of  a  committee  on  the  finances,  with  orders  to  transmit  my 
observations.  These  are  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  8tb« 
On  the  9th  day  of  April,  (no  plan  being  yet  adopted)  a 
committee  called  on  me  to  know,  whether  three  months* 
pay  could  be  advanced  to  the  army.  I  stated  to  them  the 
incapacity  of  the  pu&lic  treasury  to  complete  in  «ny  short 
period  the  one  month's  pay  already  promised,  as  also  the 
great  anticipations  made  on  the  public  revenue.  And  on 
the  14th,  in  a  letter  recapitulating  the  haiardous  situation 
of  things,  I  informecl  them  that  1  believ^  the  object  they 
bad  in  view  was  practicable  by  means  of  a  large  paper  an* 
ticipation.  On  the  18th  the  plan  was  adopted  for  funding 
the  public  debts. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  Sir,  that  I  held  the 
conferences  now  immediately  in  question.  It  was  my  most 
earnest  desire  to  be  dismissed  fi^m  office,  and  I  i$tood 
pledged  for  it  to  the  public.  But  a  circumstance  of  pecu- 
liar nature,  which  ^bad  not  been  foreseen,  now  presented 
itself.  iThat  army  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  our 
national  existence  was  to  be  ^sbanded,  either  in  extreme 
misery,  or  with  some  little  relief.  Every  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  gratitude  called  loudly  to  adiftinister  it ;  but  this 
eotrid  not  be  done  without  entering  into  engagements  be- 
yond our  resources.  The  dictates  of  prudence  would, 
iadeeJ,  have  determined  mo  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the 
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resolution  expressed  in  my  teller  of  the  ®4th  of  January. 
By  so  doing  I  liazarded  nothings  And  as  far  as  my  own 
repiftation  was  concerned,  I  could  hafe  placed  it  in  secu^ 
Tity.  For  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  solid  arrange- 
ments had  been  taken  to  establish  national  credit,  four 
times  the  required  snm  might  haVe  been  easily  obtained. 
No  evils,  therefore,  had  arisen,  which  I  ha*  not  predicted, 
and  none  which  it  was  possible  for  me  to  guard  against. 

But,  Sir,  my  conduct  was  not  mfluenced  either  by  per* 
sonal  or  prudential  motives.  A  sense  of  .the  situation  to 
which  Congress  were  reduced,  an  earnest  desire  to  support 
their  dignity  and  authority,  a  grateful  regard  to  our  fellow 
citizens  in  arms,  mingled  _with  respect  for  their  sufferings 
and  virtues.  These  sentiments.  Sir,  decided  tny  opinbn. 
I  agr^d  for  your  eakes  and  for  fbefrs  to  enter  into  a  laby- 
rinth, of  which  1  tiid  not  then,  nor  do  1  now  see  the  termi^ 
nation. 

.  But  1  could  not  do  this,  except  under  condition^ 
and  limitations.  .The  conditions  were,  that  Conglress 
should  ask  my  continuance,  and  pledge  ibentselves  for  my 
support;  the  lifmtations,  that  the  objects  of  my  continu- 
ance should  be  accurately  expressed,  and  that  it  should  be 
confined  to  the  fulfilment  of  such  engagements  as  those 
objects  flight  require.  These  terms  were  expressed  to 
the  committee,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  ^bat  they  were  so.  Whether  they  were 
reasonable,  and  whether  they  have  been  complied  wiilij 
form  questions  of  some  importance. 

It  may  be  suggested,  that  asking  my  continuance  would 

derogate  from  the  dignity  of  Congress.     How  far  thts  ob-, 

servatioii  is  founded,  will  appear  from  a  resolution  of  the 

2ist  of  December  last.     It  was  not  a  new  thing  to  make 

VOL.  XII.  45 


354  ROBKRT.MORRIS. 

such  requests,  nor  was  the.  practice  obsolete,  yet  I  should 
not  have  desired  anything  more  particular  on  this  subject 
than  has  been  done  in  the  Act  of  tiie  2Bth  of  April, 
although  far  short  of  what  other  persons  have  received* 
But  surely  it  will  be  admitted,  that  1  had  a  right  to  expect 
Congress  would  pledge  diemselv^s  for  my  support  when  I 
entered  into  such  deep  engagements  for  theirs.  Whether 
the  limitation  of  my  continuance  in  die  oianner  just  men- 
tioned  was  proper,  will  appear  from  considering  whether  it 
consisted  with  the  dignity  of  Congress  to  procure  my  ^acit 
approbation  of  their  system  for  funding  the  public  debts ; 
a  system  widely  different  from  ideas,  which  1  had  ex- 
pressed on  a  variety  of  occasions,  and  in  the  most  pointed 
manner.  Surely,  Sir,  it  was  not  kind  to  place  me  in  a 
situadon  where  I  must  appear  eitl;er  to  refu3e  the  perform- 
ance of  an  important  public  service.,  or  to  break  the  ipost 
solemn  eugagements  and  contradict  the  most  express  decla- 
rations. I  might  dwell  much  on  this  question,  but  the  del- 
icacy of  Congress  will  render  it  unnece^ssary. 

The  second  question  is,  whether  the  terms  I  offered 
have  been  complied  with.  And  this  question  is  answered 
by  a  bare  inspecdon  of  the  Act.  Your  Excellency  will 
pardon  me  for  mentioning,  that  the  report  and  resolution 
considered  conjuncdvely,  rather  convey  the  ide^  of  a  per- 
mission to  hold  my  office  than  anything  else.  I  had  de- 
clared to  the  committee,  and  here  again  repeat,  that  a 
longer  continuance  would  be  extremely  disagreeable  to 
me,  and  that  nothing  but  the  particular  cirpumstnnces 
already  mentioned,  could  induce  my  consent,  I  must  add, 
that  under  the  resolution,  in  its  present  form  I  cannot  stay. 
I  shall  detain  your  Excellency  no  longer  than  to  oieniionj 
that  I  am  sensible  some  other  man  tmy  still  suppose  that  1 
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am  only  desirous  of  obtaining  from  Congress  some  more 
particular  resolutions.  To  obviate  such  disingenuous  re- 
marks, it  is  my  bumble  request  that  no  further  question  be 
made  on  my  subject.  If,^  Sir,  I  have  rendered  any  ser- 
vices, and  if  those  services  have  merited  any  return,  I  shall 
ask  no  other  reward  than  a  compliance  with  thia  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS* 

Office  of  Finance,  May  Sd,  1783. 
Sir, 

Upon  consideration  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  of  the  28th 
of  April*  and  2d  instant,  I  have  determined  to  comply 
with  their  views.  But  I  pray  it  may  be  understood,  that 
my  contintiance  in  oiBce  is  limited  to  the  particular  object 
of  fulfilling  my  present  engagements,  and  those  which  the 
necessity  of  our  affairs  may  compel  me  to  form.  Let  me 
entreat  your  Excellency  to  inform  Congress,  that  I  enter- 
tain a  proper  sense  of  their  assm'ance  of  firm  support,  and 
that  in  a  reliance  on  it  I  shall  continue  my  zealous  exer- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.    DE    LA   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  6th,  1783. 
Sir,  •* 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the 

copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  instant.     I  shall  in 

*  Reqvefting  Mr  Monif '■  continuance  in  office. 
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coasequence  thereof  address  some  special  despatches  to 
Dr  Franklin,  by  a  packet  boat,  which  I  will  communicate 
to  your  Excellency,  and  pray  you  to  wrke  to  your  Court 
on  the  sub)ect  of  them. 

In  the  meantime,  I  beg  leare  to  mention  to  you,  Sk, 
that  if,  (as  I  am  iniormed,)  the  admbistration  of  your  arniiy 
have  more  money  in  this  country  than  they  have  immediate 
occaeioe  foi,  it  wonkt  greatly  facilitate  my  operations  to  be 
possessed  of  it.  What  I  have  to  propose  on  the  subject  is, 
that  whatever  sum  may  be  paid  to  me  here,  should  be  de- 
ducted from  the  three  millions  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
resolution,  and  be  repaid  from  the  amount  of  the  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  But  that  if  this  arrangement 
should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Court,  then^  that  it  be  paid 
in* Fiance  or  here,  immediately  after  I  shall  have  been 
made  acqtHmited  with  his  IMajesiy's  pleasure,  and  in  soch 
way  as  shall  be  meet  agreeable  to  your  Court. 

I  present  tliis  matter  to  you^  Sir,  quite  aakexl  of  anrgi^- 
mentSy  to  enforce  the  request.  I  am  sure,  fhat  yon  will  do 
what  you  conceive  to  be  right ;  you  know  our  situation^ 
and  I  presume  that  you  »re  acquainted  with  the  orders 
given  to  your  a^inistration. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CmCULAR   TO   THE    GOVERNORS    OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose*to  your  Excellency, 
Acts  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  April  and  2d  instant,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  my  letters  in  answer.     Permit  me  to 
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assure  you,  Sir,  that  notbiag  would  have  induced  roe  to 
continue  in  office,  but  a  view  of  the  public  distresses. 
These  distresses  are  much  greater  than  can  easily  be  cod* 
ceived.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  attempts  are  made  to  io* 
fuse  the  pernicious  idea  that  foreign  aid  is  easily  attainable, 
and  that  of  the  nooneys  already  obtained  a  considerable 
part  remains  unappropriated.  If  such  atlempts  were  inju- 
rious only  to  my  reputation,  I  should  be  entirely  silent ;  but 
they  are  calculated  to  prevent  exertions,  and  are  therefore 
injurious  to  the  public  service.  1  most  seriously  assure 
ycu>  that  I  do  not  expect  success  in  the  application  to 
France,  directed  by  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant,  although 
my  earnest  endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting. 

If»  however^  it  should  prove  successful,  we  shall  only  be 
enabled  to  draw  resource  from  it  at  a  future  period,  and 
the  aooount  is  to  be  replaced  from  the  produce  of  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  With  respect  to  the  moneys, 
which  have  already  been  obtained  abroad,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  lights  tliose  gentlemen  may  have»  who 
speal^  on  the  subject  in  a  decisive  tone,  but  I  candidly  ao^ 
knowledge,  that  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a 
clear  statement  of  them,  which  is  the  reason  why  fK>  ac^ 
count  of  tbo^e  moneys  have  yet  been  laid  beibre  the  pub* 
lie.  Those  who  know  the  confusion  in  our  domestic  trans- 
actionSjt  from  which  we  are  just  beginning  to  be  extricated, 
will  not  be  surprised,  that  foreign  transactions  dependent  on 
them  should  also  be  deranged.  Neither  can  it  bb  ex- 
pected that  in  the  midst  of  war  the  accounts^  could  be  $o, 
soon  adjusted  and  transmit^d  as  could  be  wislied*  I  have 
written  to  obtain  tk€^  and  a  commissioner  is  employed  in 
adjusting  ihem.  From  the  best  statement  and  estimate 
which  I  have,  I  can  assure  you,  that  what  remains  at  my 
disposition  is  extremely  small. 
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Tour  Excellency  is  doubtless  informed^  that  at  tbe  close 
of  last  year,  there  was  an  anticipation  on  the  public  credit 
to  the  amount  of  above  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  anticipation  amounts  to  a  greater  sum  now  than  it  did 
then,  and  a  very  considerable  addition  must  be  made  at  the 
disbanding  of  tlie  army.  My  mere  assertion  might,  I  am 
sensible,  be  di'awn  into  doubt,  but.  Sir,  there  is  evidence 
sufficient  to  convince  every  considerate  man.  The  ex- 
penses of  1782  were  above  twenty  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  those'of  1783  are  greater,  by  a  month's  pay  made 
to  the  army,  and  by  extending  the  contract  for  rations. 
Near  five  months  of  tliis  year  are  already  expired.  One 
month's  pay  of  the  army  is  above  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  establishntent,  and  al- 
tliough  the  army  is  not  completed  to  its  establishment,  yet 
the  deficiency,  being  in  private  sentinels,  will  not  form  a 
great  deduction. 

The  conclusion  from  what  I  have  stated  is  clear  and 
irresistible ;  there  is  no  reliance  but  ou  the  energy  of  the 
States,  and  it  is  on  that  reliance  that  I  rest  for  the  affairs  of 
my  department.  I  shall  not  add  anything  to  what  is  said 
in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  inducements  for,  or  to 
stimulate  exertions,  because  I  cannot  suppose  that  the 
voi^ce  01*  tiie  word  of  an  individual  servant  will  meet  an  at- 
tention which  is  not  paid  to  the  representation  of  the  whole 
empire,  expressed  in  its  solemn  Acts,  and  on  the  most 
urgent  occasion,  where  wisdom,  justice,  and  gratitude  com- 
bine to  enforce  the  requisition. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THOMAS    BARCLAY,    AGENT    FOR    SF.TTLUia    THE 
PUBLIC     ACCOUNTS    IN    EUROPE. 

Office  of  finance,  May  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  have  received  from  you  maoy  letters,  wbicfa  I  beg 
leave  to  acknowledge. 

The  bills  drawn  by  order  of  Congress  at  a  long  sight 
on  their  Ministers,  as  well  in  Spain  and  Holland  as  in  « 
France,  have  involved  the  affairs  of  my  Department,  in 
a  labyrinth  of  confusion,  ^from  which  I  cannot  extricate 
them,  and  I  very  much  fear  that  many  of  these  bills  will 
have  been  twice  paid.  I  know  not  what  has  been  done 
respecting  them,  and  only  know^  that  ever  since  I  entered  ^ 
into  office  they  have  not  only  plagued  and  perplexed  me, 
but  they  have  invariably  consumed  the  resources  on  which 
I  have  formed  a  reliance.  I  have  now  determined  to  refer 
them  all  to  Mr  Grand  for  payment,  but  according  to  such 
arrangements  as  you  shall  take.  You  will  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  consult  with  Dr  Franklin,  Mr  Adams,  Mr 
Laurens,  and  Mr  Jay,  to  whom  I  write  on  the  subject,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  encbsed  letters. 

I  enclose  you  an  account  from  the  treasury  of  what  bills 
have  been,  drawn  on  those  gentlemen,  and  I  am  to  request, 
that  you  will  obtain  as  soon  as  possible  an  account  of  the 
payments  made  on  them,  as  also  of  those  which  are  still 
^  due,  and  take  measures  to  have  them  paid  by  drafts  for 
the  purpose,  if  necessary,  on  Mr  Grar)d,  and  provide 
against  the  double  payments,  which  I  fear.  I  have  already 
ordered  funds  into  Mr  Grand's  bands.  Some  1  expect 
from  you.  As  the  credit  I  gave  you  has  not  been  used, 
that  aboe  furnishes  a  part,  and  1  expect  there  will  be  con* 
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siderable  balances  from  the  sales  of  the  Alliance's  prizes,  of 
which  I  am  da3y  expecting  your  accounts,  8%.  Tou  will 
also,  I  iiuppose,  have  recovered  the  insutfince  you  made,  to 
the  Amouai  of  ibrty  ibousand  florins,  which  will  be  some- 
thing. Every  aid  which  you  can  bestow  is  necessary,  for 
I  fear  those  bills  will  plunge  him  into  great  difficulties,  and 
the  protest  of  any  public  bills,  particularly  any  which  J 
should  draw,  would  reduce  our  affairs  here  to  infinite 
distress. 

1  am  tiito  to  request  of  ymi,  that  you  will  cause  as  soon 
as  possible  all  the  accounts  of  the  clothing,  arms,  and  other 
supplies  to  be  liquidated  and  transmitted,  so  that  they  may 
be  properly  adjusted  here ;  for  at  preseyt,  that  business  is 
in  a  state  of  extreme  oonfiAion. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS- 


TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance.  May  12tli,  1783i 
Sir,  .     ' 

The  bills  drawn  by  Congress  in  their  necessities 
press  very  heavily  upon  me,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
among  many  evils  attending  them  is  the  confusion  in 
•  which  they  have  involved  the  affairs  of  my  Depart- 
ment. I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  legrn  how  many 
of  these  bills  have  been  paid  nor  how  many  remain 
due;  neither  am  I  without  my  fears,  that  some  of  them 
have  received  double  payment. 

To  bring  at  length  some  little  degree  of  order  into 
this  chaos,  after  waiting  till  now  for  fuller  light  and  in- 
fortjiation^  I  write  oh  the  object  to  Mr  Adams  and 
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Mr  Jay,  and  send  Mr  Barclay,  to  whom  I  also  write, 
a  copy  of  the  enclosed  accounts,  directing  him  to  con- 
sult with  your  Excellency,  and  with  them  to  transmit 
me  an  account  of  the  bills  paid,  and  of  those  remaining 
due,  and  to  take  measures  for  preventing  double  pay- 
ments. The  enclosed  accounts  will  inform  you,  that 
of  the  bills  drawn  for  interest  and  those  for  carrying 
on  the  current  service,  which  have  gone  forward 
tJ)rough  the  I^an  Offices,  amount,  the  fir$t  to  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  and  eightyfour  thousand  tf\'o  hun- 
dred and  seventyeight  dollars;  equal  to  eight  millions 
four  hundred  and  twentyone  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety  livres ;  and  the  second  to  two  hundred'^and 
eightysix  thousand  seven  hundred  tknd  tbirtythree  and 
one  third  dollars;  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  thirty  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  six 
livres,  six  sous,  and  eight  deniers* 

Let  me  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  forward  these  views  as 
much  as  possible,  for  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  sensible 
bow  necessi^ry  it  is  for  me  to  know  tiie  exact  state  of 
our  pecuniary  affairs,  lest  on  the  one  hand  I  should 
risk  the  public  credit  by  an  excess  of  drafts,  or  on  the 
other  leave  their  moneys  unemployed,  while  they  ex- 
perience severe  distress  from  the  want.  / 
I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

VOL.  xii.  46 
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TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  lotb,  1783. 
Genttemen, 

In  consequence  of  the  conversation  which  passed 
between  us  this  morning;  I  shall  give  you  the  best 
information  in  my  power  as  to  the  slate  of  my  Depart- 
ment and  the  resources  I  can  command. 

Yoii  ha^  in  the  enclosed  paper  an  account  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  from  the  commencement  of 
the  year  to  the  end  of  tlie  last  month ;  by  which  it 
appears,  that  there  is  an  advance  on  credit  to  the 
amount  of  near  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive 
of  what  may  appear  in  Mr  Swanwick's  accounts  for 
the  month  of  April.  A  large  sum  is  also  due  on 
General  Greene's  drafts,  and  the  contractors  are  to  be 
paid  in  this  month  for  the  supplies  of  January  last. 
At  Ihe  end  of  this  month,  therefore,  that  anticipation 
must  necessarily  be  much  increased,  as  will  appear 
from  the  slightest  reflection  after  what  is  to  be  said  of 
our  resources. 

These  are  either  foreign  or*  domestic.  As  to  the 
first,  1  enclose  the  copy  of  the  last  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr  Grand,  and  I  have  to  add  to  what  is 
contained  in  that  letter,  that  (he  day  it  was  received, 
my  drafts  on  him,  over  and  above  those  mentioned  in 
it,  amounted  to  three  millions  forty  thousand  two  hun- 
dred ^nd  sevcntyeight  livrcs.  I  hnvc  directed,  there- 
fore, Mr  Barclay  to  pay  over  to  Mr  Grand  any 
moneys,  which  may  he  in  his  possession,  and  I  have 
directed  Messrs  Willink  &  Co.  of  Amsterdam  to  do 
the  same,  after  deducting  what  may  be   necessary   to 
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pay  the  interest  of  their  loan  falling  due  the  1st  of 
June  next.  But  as  I  have  no  accounts  of  how  much  has 
bsen  borrowed  since  the  end  of  January,  and  as  all 
which  had  been  borrowed  before  was  disposed  of,  I 
cannot  determine  how  far  they  can  come  in  aid  of  Mr 
Grand.  Neither  can  Ltell  until  the  receipt  of  his  ac- 
counts what  aid  he  mny  stand  in  need  of.  In  these 
circumstances  1  am  obliged  to  leave  about  eighteen 
hundred  thousand  livrcs  (which  remain  of  a  sum  placed 
in  the  hands  of 'Messrs  Le  Couteulx  for  answering 
drafts  intended  through  Havana,)  to  answer  any  defi- 
ciency of  other  funds  to  pay  my  drafts  on  Mr  Grand, 
These  then,  Gentlejnen,  are iall  the  foreign  resources, 
except  what  the  French  Court  may  advance  on  the 
late  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  you  will  sec  by  the 
enclosed  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
France,  what  little  hope  is  to  be  entertained  from  that 
quarter. 

Our  .domestic  resources  are  twofold.  First,  certain 
goods  and  other  properly,  such  as  horses,  wagonsy  &c. 
These  latter  will  prodice  very  little,  and  the  former 
are,  by  the  peace,  very  much  reduced  in  value,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  goods  themselves  they  are 
chiefly  unsaleable.  Very  little  reliance,  therefore,  can 
be  pkced  on  this  first  dependence.  The  amount  I 
cannot  possibly  ascertain,  for  J  do  not  yet  know,  and 
cannot  until  the  opening  of  them  now  in  hand  shall 
be  completed,  the  kinds,  quality  and  situation* 
Some  are  damaged,  those  which  were  deemed  most  sale- 
able have  been  tried  at  vendue,  and  went  under  the 
fitst  cost,  and  much  the  greater  part  will  certainly  not 
sell  at  a  fourth  of  their  value. 
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The  only  remaining  resource  is  in  the  taxes^  and 
vrhal  they  may  amount  to,  it  is  impossible  to  telL 
But  you  have  enclosed  iin  account  of  uhai  they 
yielded  the  four  first  months  of  this  year^  and  you  will 
s^e  from  thence,  that  if  all  expense  had  ceased  on  the 
first  day  of  this  month,  the  anticipations  already  made 
Would  not  have  been  absorbed  by  the  same  rate  of 
taxation  in  eight  months  mom* 

Now  theft,  Gentlemen,  you  will  please  to  consider^ 
that  if  your  army  is  kept  together  tttey  will  consume 
as  much  in  one  monih  as  the  taxes  will  produce  in 
two,  and  probably  much  more ;  to  make  them  three 
fno^ths' pay  will  require  I  suppose  at  least  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  every  day  they  continue  in 
the  6e]d  lessens  the  practicability  of  sending  them 
home  satisfied.  The  anticipations  of  revenue  are 
threefold,  two  of  which  appear  as  to  their  effects  in 
the  public  accounts,  and  one  very  considerable  one, 
though  it  produces  v;reat  relief,  is  not  seen*  It  Con- 
sists in  the  drawing  of  bills  on  me  for  the  public  set^ 
vice  by  different  persons  and  at  different  usances.  I 
imagine  that  these  amount  at  the  present  moment  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  other  anticipations 
consist  in  loans  from  the  bank  oft  the  issuing  of  my 
own  notes.  As  to  the  first  of  these  it  is  limited 
in  its  nature  by  the  capital  of  the  bank,  which 
being  small  will  not  admit  of  great  deductions,  and 
it  depends  much  upon  circumstances,  wlietbcr  the 
bank  will  go  to- the  extent  which  they  may  go.  If  tliejr 
find  the*  revemies  increasing  and  llie  expenses  dimin** 
id^iing,  they  will,  but  otherwise,  they  certainly  ^ill  not. 
As  to  the  notes  I  issue,  and  which    form   the  greatest 
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port  of  my  anticipations,  these  have  also  a  certain 
limit,  to  exceed  i^iicb  would  be  fatal.  I  must  not  so  e^c- 
tend  that  circulation,  as  that  I  siiali  be  unable  to  (lay  them 
v/bett  presented,  for  that  would  totally  destroy  their  credit, 
and,  of  course,  their  iitiliiy. 

If  anything  of  this  soit  should  take  place  before  the 
army  are  disbanded,  you  will  see  at  once  that  they  coidd 
be  fed  no  longer,  and  must  of  course  disband  themselves. 
1  will  not  dwell  on  the  consequences,  but  1  will  draw  one 
clear  conclusion,  which  you  have,  doubtless,  by  ilws  lime 
anticipated,  viz..  that  unless  they  are  disbanded  hnmedi* 
aldy,  tl>e  means  of  paying  them,  «ven  with  paper,  will  be 
govie«  And  this,  semiitient  I  have  not  deliirered  to  you, 
but  (o  a  former  comimiciee)  sis  well  as  to  many  individuai 
members  of  Congress* 

But  wlien  1  speak  of  disbandiog  the  anny,  I  beg  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  to  reserve  a  sufficient  garrison  for 
West  Point  j  and  on  this  subject  I  pray  to  be  indulged  in 
ti  view  of  cur  political  nnd  Tnilit^y  situation  as  far  as  re- 
lales  to  tliis  capital  object  of  my  de'partmewt.  And  first, 
as  to  our  politicai  situation,  1  conceive  that  we  are  at 
peace.  Jl  is  true,  that  the  definitive  treaty  is  not,  that  we 
know  of,  completfcd ;  but  it  is  equally  irue,  that  all  the 
other  belligerent  powers  have  been  disarming  for 
months  past,  and  I  presume  t bey  arc  at  least  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  things  as  we  are.  To 
express  doubts  of  the  sincerity  of  Britain  on  this  sub* 
ject  is,  I  know,  a  fashionable,  but  in  my  opinion  a 
very  foolish  language.  VVc  have  the  best  evidence  of 
their  sincerity,  which  the  nature  of  things  will  admit, 
for  we  know  they  are  unable  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
we  see  and  feel,  that  they  are  passing  every  act,  and 


366  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

doing  everything  in  their  power  to  conciliate  our 
aflfections.  Expressions  of  doubts  as  to  their  sincerity, 
if  intended  to  foster  enmity  against  tlH3m,  will  fail  of 
the  effect  and  produce  the  direct  contrary,  for  every- 
body will  soon  learn  to  consider  them  as  unjustly  sus- 
pected, and  their  Ministers  will  take  care  to  inculcate 
and  enforce  the  sentiment. 

As  to  our  military  situation  some  of  the  troops  in 
the  southern  Slates  have  already  mutinied,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  them  are  ordered  away,  and  since  the 
Floridas  are  ceded  to  'Spain  it  follows,  that  those 
troops  which  may  remain  in  the  southern  Slates  will 
have  to  operate  against  the  Spaniards  .if  they  operate 
at  all.  So  trhat  every  man,  except  those  under  the 
General's  immediate  command  and  the  little  garrison 
of  Fort  Pitt,  are  in  fact  disbanded  to  every  purpose 
bdt  that  of  expense. 

The  prisoners  are  some  of  them  going,  and  the  rest 
gone  into  New  York,  so  that  in  a  few  days  the  enemy 
will  be  able  to  do  everything  which  they  could  do  if 
the  greater  part  of  our  army  were  gone  home.  For 
they  could  not  take  West  Point  if  it  is  properly  gar- 
risoned, and  thoy  could  ravage  the  country  in  spite  of 
our  army  when  theirs  shall  be  all  collected. 

Our  situation,  therefore,  seems  to  be  this.  We  are 
keeping  up  an  army  at  a  great  expense,  and  \'ery  raiuch 
against  their  inclinations  for  a  mere  punctilio,  and  by  that 
means  incapacitating  ourselves  from  performing  vvliat  they 
begin  to  consider  as  a  kind  of  engagement  taken  with 
them.  I  slinll  detain  you  no  longer  on  this  subject,  but 
must  repeat  one  observation,  which  is,  that  unless  the  far 
greater  part  of  our  expenses  be  immediately  curtailed,  tlie 
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object  Congress  had  in  view  by  their  resolulions  of  the  2d 
instant,  cannot  possibly  be  accomplished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^.  • 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


TO  MAJOR  GENERAL  GREENE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  16th,  1783. 
Sir, 
Your  bills  on  me  fall  very  heavy,  and  I  am  in 
hourly  apprehensions  of  being  unable  to  pay  them. 
You  will  see,  therefore,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
send  money  for  your  military  chest.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, and  expect,  that  the  sales  of  the  public  property 
will  provide  you  more  money  than  you  stand  in  need 

*May  \Zth,  Mr  Gorham  and  Mr  Hamilton,  two  members  of  a 
committee  of  Congress  for  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  myself,  relative  to  disbanding 
the  army,  met  this  morning.  I  opened  the  business,  and  stated 
very  fully  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the  army,  in  older  to  get  clear 
of  an  expense,  which  onr  resourres  are  unequal  to,  and  which  can- 
not be  supported  many  months  at  any  rate,  but  which,  if  continued 
any  longer,  will  consume  the  only  means  now  lefl  for  making  a 
payment  to  the  army  when  disbanded.  The  genUemen  of  the  com- 
mittee seemed  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the 
army  on  principles  of  economy,  but  opposed  to  it  on  principles  of 
policy,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affair^  joins  with  them. 
The  Secretary  at  War  said  little,  and  I  related  an  observation  which 
he  had  mode  to  me  a  few  days  before  in  favor  of  disbanding  the 
army  directly,  viz. ;  that  they  would  not  continue  in  the  field  under 
their  present  enlistments,  if  the  war  were  to  break  out  again ;  but 
that  in  such  a  case  we  must  begin  entirely  anew.  The  conclusion 
of  the  conference  is,  that  I  am  to  state  the  reasons  resultihg  from  the 
situation  of  our  finances,  which  induce  an  immediate  disbanding  of 
the  army,  in  writing  to  the  committee.    Diary, 
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of.  I  know  not  what  orders  the  Secretary  at  War 
may  give,  but  if  they  be  agreeable  to  iny  wishes,  they 
will  contain  an  absolute  dismission  of  all  the  troops  in 
your  quarter,  for  I  can  see  no  use  in  keeping  them 
together. 

The  attacks  made  upon  you,  might  reconcile  me  to 
those  which  I  experience,  for  they  show  that  no  con- 
duct, however  just,  can  possibly  escape  censure.  It  is 
far  easier  to  be  fafullless  than  blameless,  and  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  in  this  way  leads  me  to  a  total  disre- 
gard of  all  things,  so  far  as  conduct  is  to  be  determined. 
But  I  muft  at  the  same  time  acknowledge,  that  I  can- 
not help  feeling'indignation  whenever  they  are  made. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  mere  ebullition  of  low 
malice,  and  if  rightly  understood  contain  tl>c  most  in- 
disputable acknowledgement  of  merit.  Let  this  re- 
flection console  you  for  what  you  have  already  expe- 
rienced and  what  may  yet  be  behind. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sentiments  you  express  in  my 
favor.  You  will  have  seen,  that  contrary  to  every 
private  interest  and  sentiment  I  have  agreed  to  a 
longer  continuation  in  office.  And  you  may  rest 
assured,  that  nothing  but  a  view  of  the  public  necessi- 
ties should  have  induced  me  still  longer  to  bear  up 
under  the  burden.  Not  because  I  regard  the  calum- 
nies I  meet  wiili,  for  alihough  they  excite  my  feelings 
they  shall  not  influence  my  conduct,  buj  because  I  do  not 
think  those  measures  are  pursued,  which  are  calculated 
for  the  happiness  of  this  country,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
participate  in  any  ojhers. 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  Southern  States,  who 
think  the  measures  of  Coogirefls  and  of  ibeir  servaxUis  are 
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directed  to  ibe  particukur  good  of  PMUMylvAiiia^  and  noro 
vrbo  prelefid  to  think  so.  It  is  a  little  history  of  hutnao 
weakness  and  I  might  saj  meanneai^  the  raaaner  in  which 
aotipathies  have  Keen  itoUbed  and  pKipa^ed  idth  respect 
tO'iny  departnaent.  One  sample  will  show  the  texture  of 
the  whole  piece.  While  I  was  in  advmce,  not  only  my 
credit  but  every  sUiUog  of  my  own  naoney,  and  all  which 
I  could  obtain  frdm  my  friends,  to  support  the  important 
expedition  against  YorktowtH  much  ofience  was  taken  diat 
1  did  not  minister  rdief  to  the  oScen  taken  prisoners  at 
Charleston.  I  felt  their  distresses  as  sineereiy  »  any  man 
could  do,  but  it  was  impossible  to  adbrd  relief. 

Before  I  close  the  letter,  I  must  again  repeat  my  solici- 
tude on  the  aeoie  of  your  bills,  whieh  are  coming  in  upon 
me  so  fast,  that  the  mewis  of  payiag  them  must,  I  fear,  be 
de&^ent. .  Take  care,  therefore,  to  draw  as  little  and  at 
as  long  si^  as  possible. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most 'obedient,  &o« 

HCffiERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.   imAMKLIN* 

Office  of  Finance,  May  26th,  1783. 

Sr, 

1  have  now  before  me  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  23d 
of  December,  which  are  the  last  I  have  received.  En- 
closed you  have  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Minister  of  France, 
with  his  answer  of  theA4tb,of  March,  on  the  subject  of 
the  delay  which  happened  in  transmitting  his  despatches. 
Yon  witi  see  by  these,  that  Lieutenant  Barney  wa^  not  to 
biame. 

Your  bills  in  favor  of  M.  de  Lauzuh  have  tioi  yet  ap« 
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peared,  or  they  should  hare  been  duljr  hooor^ed.  That 
gehtleman  has  skice  left  the  <)ouiitry,  and  tfa^fefi^e.it  is 
possible  that  the  biUs  may  ik^  come. 

The  reflecticms  you  make,  as  weU  on  the  nature  of  pub^ 
Tic  credk,  as  on  the  inattention  oF  the  several  Stales,  are 
just  and.  unanswerable;  but  in  what  country  of  the  work! 
shall  we  iind  a  natiOD  willing  to  tax  themselves*  The  hia- 
gui^e  of  panegyric  has  held  forth  the  Englishtas  such  a 
nation,  but  certamly  if  our  Legislatures  wei*e  subject  ra 
like  influence  with  theirs,  we  might  preserve  the^ form,  but 
we  should  already  have  lost  ^he  substaace  of  freedom. 
Time,  reason,  argument^  and  above  all,  that  kind  of  con^ 
viction,  which  arises  from  feeling,  are  necessary  to  the 
establifihiDent  of  our  revenues,  abd  the  conedidation'Of  our 
udoa.  Both  of  these  appear  to  me  essential  to  oar  puUie 
happiness;  but  our  ideas,' as  you  w^l  know, aire  frequent^ 
the  result  rather  of  habit  than  refleotion,  so  thai;  nomben 
who  might  think  jusdy  upes  tfaeae^subjeots,  have  been  early 
estranged Trom-  the  modes  and  means  of  considering  them 
properly. 

I  am  in  the  hourly  wish  and  expectation  of  hearing  from 
you,  and  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  soon.  Believe  me,  I 
pray,  with  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


,  TO   B.  JTRAK^CUN. 

Oftceof  Finance,  May  ^th,  1783. 

Sir,  » 

.  By  the.  enckwd  Acts.pf  .Aq  ?8tb  of  April,  and  2d. of 
May,  with  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Congress  of  the  3d  of 
May,  you  ,wiU  perceive  that  1  am  to  continue  somewtat 


DIPLOMATIC  COftilBaFQND£NC£.  .  371 

'bogertQ  the  SuperinteadMiee  <tf  ;oar  Fkumoet.  Be  as- 
auredf  Siri  diat  uotbing  bat  a  clear  view  of  our  dittreBsea 
ooukl  bave^  idduc^  my  consent,  I  must  at  the  same  time 
acki]owledg%  that  the  distretees  we  experience,  arise  from 
our  ow{j  uMscondupt.  If  the  resources  of  this  coontrj 
were  .drawii  ibrtb,  they  wocdd  be  amply  sufficienr,  but  this 
it  not  the  case.  Congress  have  not  authority  equal  to  the 
otgect,  and  their  infloeoce  is  greioly  lessened,  by  their  ev^ 
dent  ibcapapity  to  do  justice. 

This  is  but  a  melancholy  introduption  to  the  request 
cputained  in  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant.  But  I  shall  not  be 
gul^y  of  falsehood,  nor  will  I  intentionally  deceive  you,  or 
put  you  in^the  neoeasity  of  deceiving  others.  My  official 
siutatioa  compels  me  to  do  things,  which  I  would  certainly 
avoid  under  any  other  drcumstaaces.  Nothing  should  in* 
dbiceme  in  my  private  character  to  make  such  applications 
for  money  as  I  am  obUged  to  in  my  public  character.  I 
know  and  fe»l  that  you  must  be  in  a  disagreeable  situation 
on  this  subject.^  I  can  anticipate  the  answers  to  all  your  1*07 
quests ;  and  I  know  you  .may  be  asked  for  payment  when 
you  ask  for  loans.  Yet,  Sir,  I  must  desire  you  to  repeat 
your  applications.  My  only  hope  arises  from  tbe  belief, 
that  as  tbe  King's»e3^pense^  are  much  lessened,  he  may 
be  able  to  comply  with  his  grac.ious  intentions  towards 
America. 

And  the  only  inducement  I  can  offer  is  the  assurance 
that  the  taxes  already  caUed  for,  shall  be  appropriated  as 
fast  as  other  indispensable  services  will  admit,  to  the  replac- 
ing of  whot  the  Court  may  advance. 

Our  situation  is  shortly  this.  Tbe  army  expect  a 
payment,  which  will  amount  10  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.     I  am  already  above  half  a  million  dol- 
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kurs  in  advtooe  of  oar  retoomt,  tqr  paper  intiotpalm.  I 
masl  iooreaie  this  anticipation  innnediatdy  to  pay  mooeys 
due  on  oootracts  for  feeding  our  army ;  and  1  oraat  make 
diem  tbe  expected  payment  by  notes  to  be  discharged  «t 
a  dbtant  day.  Now,  Sir,  if  these  notes  ar^  not  satisfied 
when  they  become  due,  the  litde  credit  which  remaine  to 
this  country  must  fall,  and  the  little  authority  dependent  on 
it  must  M  too.  Under  such  circiifiistances  it  is,  that  you 
are  to  ask  aid  for  the  United  States,  if  it  can  be  ob^ned, 
I  shall  consider  the  obligation  as  being  in  some  degree  per- 
sonal to  myself,  and  1  shall  certainly  eoceit  myself  for  tbe 
repayment.  You  will  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as  to  ship  on  hoard 
the  Washington  eighteen  hundred  thousimd  livres,  but  if 
the  k>an  be  not  obtained,  I  must  entreat  you  will  give*  me 
the  earliest  possible  informatbn  of  the  refusal.* 

I  shall  communicate  this  letter  to  tbe  Minister  of  bis 
Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  request  him  to  Write  to  tbe 
Count  de  Vergennes,  on  tbe  subject  of  it.  Believe  me^  I 
pray,  with  skicere  and  respectful  iesteem,  &c. 

^ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  n.   Dfi   Ilk  IXFWt^OfEii      ' 

Office  of  Finance,  May  27th,  1783, 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's 
perusal,  the  copy  of  a  leUer  to  Dr  Ff^nkrm,  which  will  go 
by  the  Washington  packet,  on  Smiday  next.  I  ana  to  re- 
quest, that  your  Excellency  ^111  write  on  the  subject  of  it 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  I 
have  made  no  mention  whatever  of  tlje  reasomi,  which 
might  induce  France  to  grant  tbe  aid  requested.     Every 
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trgoroent,  wfaioh  ean  appfy  to  the  kit«rest3  of  your  Court, 
will  come  more  properly,  as  weH  as  more  forcibly  from 
3^our  pen  tbaa  from  miae.  I  shall  only  ask,  that  yeu  will 
give  yoitr<own  aenfknetfts  and  views  of  our  circometaacee 
aad  situation.  These  will,l  doubt  not^  be  the  most  pow** 
erfal  reasons  in  support  of  the  present  apj^kmtion. 
I  'am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  8ic* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   «fi0RO1B    WASHIKOVOir. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  29th,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  8th  instant.  I  have  not  answered  It 
•sooner,  because  until  now  it  has  n6t  been  In  my  power  to 
adswer  it  satisfactorily. 

By  some  designing  men  my  resignation  of  office 
(grounded  on  a  clear  conviction,  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  support  pubfic  credit,  very  pernicious  cons^ 
quences'wouM  follow)  was  miscbnstrued.  It  was  repre- 
iiehted  as  a  factious  desire  to  raise  ci^il  commotioKis.  It 
was  said  that  the  army  were  to  be  empk^ed  as  the  instru- 
thents  to  promote  flagitious  interested  views.  These  found 
admittance  to  minds,  which  sbduld  forever  havci  been  shut 
against  them.  We  now  test  on  the  event,  to  determine 
whether  a  sincere  regard  to  pubKc  justice  and  publw  in- 
terest, or  a  sinister  respect  to  my  own  private  emolument 
were  the  influential  motives  bf  m)'  conduct.  1  am  a  very 
nrnstaken  man,  if  time  and  experience  shall  not  demon- 
strate, that  the  interests  of  the  army  and  of  the  pubBc 
creditors  are  giveii  up.    But  I  inention  ;these  things  only 
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to  yoa  kk  ooafideocey  for  it  sbi^  not  agata  be  w^ppoaed 
that  I  am  the  leader  of  s^dkioa. 

Having  dooe  what  was  in  my  power  to  estaUisti  those 
pkui3»  which  appeared  necessary  for  dotag  jostice  to  aU, 
and  affording  rdief  to  our.  army  ia  particular,  I  have  ao* 
quitted  what  was  'the  first  and  greatest  duty*  When  it 
appeared  that  other  modes  were  to  be  pursued,  I  Would 
gladly  have  departed  ki  peace,  but  it  has  been  thought  that 
my  further  agency  was  necessary,  to  procure  for  the  army 
that  species  of  relief,  which  they  seemed'  to  desire.  The 
factious  designing  man^wbo  ^as  to  i»ve  lighted  up  the 
£ames  of  mutiny  and  sedition,  has  undertaken  a  most  ar* 
duous  and  perilous  business  to  save  this  country  from  those 
convulsions,  w|)ich  her  negligence  bad.ha^^rded.  This 
became  a  duty  when  the  first  duty  tp  justice  was  per- 
formed, and  this  shall  be  performed  also.  It  is  now  above, 
a  month  since  the  committee  conferi*ed  with  me  on  that 
subject,  and  I  then  told  |hem  that  do  payment  could  be 
made  to  the.  army  but  by  means  of  ^  paper  antieipation, 
and  unless  our  expenditures  were  immediately  and  consid- 
erably reduced,  even  that  CQuld  not  be  done.  Our  ex- 
penditiiras  have  nevertheless  been  copumied,  and  our 
revenue  la^ens,  the  Smi^  ^owjng  more  and  more  rpuuss 
in  their  coUections.  The  consequence  is,  that  I  canpqt 
tfuike.  payment  in  tbe  mi^nn^r  first  intended.  The  notes 
isfi[ued  for  this  purpose^  would  haye  been  payable  at  two, 
four,  and  six  months  from  the  da^  but  at  present  they  will 
all  be  at  six  months,  and  even  that  will  soon  become  im- 
practicable, unless  our  expei|sps  be  imoMiajtely  curxailed. 

I  shall  cause  such  note3  to  be  issued  for  three. moi^hs' 
pay  to  the  ^rmy,  and  I  must  entreat,  Sir,  that  every  influr 
0Qoe  be  used  with  the  States  to  absorb  them,  together  with 
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my  other  eBgagen^pts,  by  taxation.  The  present  collec- 
tions are  most  shameful,  and  afford  but  a  sad  prospect  to 
all  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them* 

I  hope,  my  Dear  Sir,  that  the  state  of  public  affairs 
will  soon  permit  you  to  lay  down  the  cares  of  your  painful 
office.  I  should  in  two  days  have  been  liberated  from 
mine,  if  a  desire  to  free  you  from  your  embarrassments, 
and  procqi^e  some  little  relief  to  your  army,  had  not  in- 
duced a  continuance  of  them.  But  it  must  always  be 
remembered,  that  this  continuance  is  distinct  from  any 
idea,  whieh  may  be  connected  with  the  plans  for  fundhig 
owr  puUic  debts.  As' I  do  not  approve  of,  so  I  cannot  be 
responsible  for  them.  Neitjier  will  I  involve  myself  in 
miiBms  details,  which  must  terminate  in  disappointment. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

-  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


ClftCUtiAA   TO   TMZ    QOVERfilORS   OF   THX    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  5th,  1783. 
'  '    Sir,  * 

Congress  having  direfcted  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  army  to  be  sent  home  on  ftirlough,  I  am  pressed  ex- 
ceedingly to  mak^  a  payment  of  three  months'  wages,  and 
lam  very  desirous  to  accomplish  it,  but  the  want  of 
fiioney  compels  m6.  to  an  antieipatton  on  the  taxes  by 
malting  this  payment  in  notes.  To  render  this  mode  tol- 
erably just  or  useful,  the  notes  must  be  punctually  dis- 
charged when  they  fall  due,  and  my  dependences  must  be 
Ob  the  mdney  tx^  be  received  of  the  several  States,  oti  the 
requisitioni*  for  the  list  and 'present  year.  I  hope  the  ur- 
gency of  the  case  Will  produce  the  desired  exertions,  and 
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finally  enable  me  to  preserve  the  credit  and  honor  of  A0 
iederal  goremment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCUUIK   TO    THE    GOVERNORS    OF   THE   STATES*     . 

Offio#  of  Finimce,  July  11th,  1783. 
Sir,  . 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excdleooyy  41 
state  of  the  public  acccKunts,  balanced  on  the  la$t  day  of 
June,  1783.  A  view  of  these  «coou|its  wiU  lender  it  ihh 
necessary  to  make  many  observations* 

On  the  States  I  am  to  raly  for  payment  of  ibe  Msisi^ 
pations  amounting,  as  you,  will  see^  to  more  thtti  a  miffion. 
And  j'oii  will  obsarve^  cbst  this  great  anticipation  has  been 
made  for  that  service,  which  all  affect  to  have  so  much  at 
heart*  A  payment  to  the  American  army.  If  they  had 
received  no  pey  during  the  year  1783,  i  mif^  perhaps 
have  be^n  spared  the  necessity  of  this  application,  because 
it  is  probable  that  the  taxes  even  as  they  are  now  collected 
might  havci  absorbed  such  and^ipations  ^  I  should  tben 
have  been  obliged  to  make» 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  ta  inculcate  the  idea  that 
we  have  funds  in  Europe.  Those  fuads  wfaicb  we  J^4 
there  are  exhausted,  and  th^  geo#ral  apprehension  that  no 
proper  funds  here  will  be  provided  has  <mt  off  all  hopes 
from  that  quarter. 

The  question  has  frequently  and  industriously  beem 
asked,  what  becomes  of  the  moneys  which  are  paid  in  taxea» 
I  have  furnished  the  means  of  judging,  as  to  thoso  which 
reach  the  public  treasury,  to  every  man  empkQ^d  in  ibe 
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adiQinistration  of  govemroent  in  the  several  States,  for  my 
accounts  have  been  regularly  transmitted.  And  I  would 
not  have  mentioned  the  insinuation  bad  it  not  been  for  the 
purpose  of  observing,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  all  those  who 
are  desirous  of  forwarding  a  collection  of  taxes,  to  show  a 
fair  appropriation,  and  not  suffer  groundless  clamors  to  dis- 
turb the  public  mind. 

h  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  necessity  of  urging  the 
collection  of  taxes  now,  because  the  notes  given  to  the  army 
are  not  payable  in  less  than  six  months.  This  again  is  an 
assertion  whose  mischievous  operation  is  levelled  at  the 
very  vitals  of  our  credit.  One  month  of  that  time  is  already 
expired  with  respect  to  all  those  notes  which  have  been 
already  issued.  They  are  not  the  only  notes  in  circulation. 
Notes  are  not  the  only  modes  of  anticipation  which  have 
been  adopted.  And  it  is  a  serious  fact,  that  unless  more 
vigqrous  measures  take  place,  the  credit  of  all  notes  and  of 
everything  else  must  be  destroyed.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Supposing  for  a  moment,  that  the  notes  given  to  our  army 
were  the  only  object  whose  credit  was  to  be  attended  to. 
Can  any  reasonable  man  imagine,  that  they  could  be  of  any 
use  if  the  payment  were  to  depend  on  taxes  which  are  not 
to  be  collected  until  the  notes  are  due.  * 

I  have  not  been  wanting  on  my  part  in  pointing  out  from 
time  to  time,  the  mischiefs  which  must  ensue  from  neglect. 
The  applications  have  met  with  inattention,  which  personally 
I  have  disregarded,  but  which  I  could  not  but  feel,  from  the 
consequences  involved  in  it.  Again,  in  compliance  with 
the  duty  I  owe  to  the  United  States,  1  call  for  that  aid  which 
they  are  entitled  to.  And  on  this  occasion  I  take  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  moment  is  very  fast  approaching  which  is 
to  determine  whether  America  is  entitled  to  the  appellation 
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of  just,  or  whether  those  who  have  constantly  aspersed  her 
chararter  are  to  bo  believed. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  (he  honor  to  be,  &c. 
*R6BERT  MOilRJS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS  RELATIVE  TO  TUE  PAT  OF  THE 
ARMV. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  15tli,  1733. 

The  Supftrimendent  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  llih  instant,  the  extract  of  a  report,  with  order  to 
report  thereon,  and  also  to  report  what  measures  he  has 
taken  relative  to  the  pay  of  the  aririy,  begs  leave  to  report, 

That  the  receivers  in  the  several  Slates  have  long  since 
been  instructed,  to  take  all  notes  signsd  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Fhiance  in  payment  of  the  taxes,  and  also,  take  up  all 
such  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  public  money 
in  their  hands. 

That  when  it  was  in  contemplatbn  to  make  a  payment 
to  the  army,  the  committee  who  conferred  with  th«  Super- 
intendent on  that  subject  were  informed^  that  it  could  only 
be  done  in  notes,  and  that  in  order  to  support  the  credit  of 
such  notes,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  that  they  slmuld  only 
be  receivable  in  taxes  in  some  particular  State,  but  that  the 
receivers  throughout  the^States  must  receive  and  exchange 
them,  in  like  manner  with  other  notes  issued  from  the  Office" 
of  Finance. 

That  the  instruction  to  the  receivers  is  generally  known 
to  all  those  who  are  concerned  in  the  business  they  relate 
to,  and  in  consequence  thereof  tlie  receivers  are  in  the  con- 
stant practice  of  receiving  and  exchanging  notes  signed  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  winch  they  duly  remit  to 
the  treasury. 
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That  whenever  they  shall  find  it  difEcuU  to  obtain  such 
notes  for  iha  purpose  of  making  their  remittances  (which  is 
not  likely  to  be  ihe  <?a$e  in  any  short  period,)  ihey  will  nat- 
urally advertise  to  obtain  them.  Wherefore,  any  general 
notification,  such  as  is  contained  in  the  extract  committed, 
will  be  imnecessary. 

That  if  such  publication  as  is  recommended  were  cn»n<' 
fined  (as  seems  to  have  been  the  idea,)  to  thos^e  notes  which 
h{.ve  been  issued  for  payment  of  the  army,  it  would  destroy 
what  little  credit  is  at  present  reposed  in  the  public  servants, ' 
and  by  bringing  l.ome  immediately  all  other  notes  which 
have  been  issued,  render  it  impracticable  to  discharge  them ; 
in  which  case  tlie  notes  issued  to  the  arrcy  could  be  of  no 
use,  because  nobody  would  take  them.  The  importance 
of  preserving  credit  in  this  raspect,  will  appear  from  the 
preamble  to  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  May  last. 

That  if  (ns  is  most  probable)  the  publication  were  in* 
tended  to  relate  alike  to  all  notes,  it  is  a  thing  whicl)  is 
already  well  known,  and  therefore  the  expense  of  printing 
may  be  spared.  ' 

With  respect  to  the  measures  tnken  relative  to  paying 
the  army,  he  begs  leave  to  report,  that  upon  an  estimate 
from  the  War  Office,  he  signed  warrants  for  four  months' 
pay  of  the  present  year,  whereof  one  month's  pay  lia^  been 
made  to  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  in  spe- 
cie, and  to  the  officers  in  notes,  and  three  montlis'  pay  to 
both  officers  and  soldiers  in  notes.  Tiiat  the  Paymaster 
has  not  yet  received  uW  the  notes  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
but  has  in  li'rs  linnds  as  innny  as  he  wants  for  the  present. 
All  which  is  hutnbiy  submitted. 

ROBEIRT  JUORRIS, 


3S0  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   THE   PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Joly  18Ui,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  would  sooner  have  replied  to  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  instant,  if  I  bad  not  been  prevented  by  other 
business,  which  required  immediate  attention.  The  Act 
recites  a  representation  to  Congress,  that  certain  parts  of 
the  army  retired  on  furlough  have  not  received  the  pay,  &c. 
I  will  not  contest  the  truth  of  this  representation.  But 
when  I  come  to  state  such  facts  as  are  within  my  knowledge, 
I  shall  appeal  to  the  candor  of  Congress  how  far  that  rep- 
resentation will  warrant  a  censure  against  me. 

I  am  directed  to  complete  without  delaj^  the  same  pay- 
ment to  the  officers  and  soldiei*s  of  the  Massachusetts  line 
which  were  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  army  at  large.  Con- 
gress will  be  pleased  to  observe,  thct  they  have  passed  no 
particular  order  to  which  the  above  resolution  can  refer. 
The  general  Acts  which  relate  to  paying  our  army  from  the 
authority  on  which  the  payment  alluded  to  was  made. 
Supposing,  however,  that  by  the  resolution  is  meant  three 
months'  pay,  in  notes  payable  at  six  months  from  the  date  ; 
I  must  take  liberty  to  remind  Congress,  that  completing  the 
payment  to  any  part  of  the  army  is  not  the  business  of  my 
department,  but  of  the  Paymaster  General.  All  which  can 
depend  on  me,  is  to  put^  those  notes  into  his  hands  when 
called  for,  and  this  has  been  done  as  fast  as  was  possible. 

I  am  directed  to  report  the  reasons  why  the  troops  lately 
fgrkmghed  did  not  receive  a  part  of  their  pay  previous 
thereto.  Not  being  able.  Sir,  to  make  so  full  report  on  this 
subject  as  I  could  vyish,  I  have  written  a  letter  to  the  Pay- 
master General,  of  which  the  enclosure,  number  one,  is  a 
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copy.  The  answer  to  this  letter  shall  be  transmitted  as 
soon  as  received.  The  facts  relating  to  that  matter  which 
are  within  my  knowledge  are  the  following. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April  last,  a  committee  of  Congress 
did  me  the  honor  to  call,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  on 
certain  propositions  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia.^ 
One  of  these  propositions  was  to  make  the  army  three 
months'  pay  previous  to  their  disbandment.^  My  reply  was, 
an  acknowledgement  that  the  claim  was  very  reasonable,  a 
declaration  that  I  doubted  of  the  practicability,  and  a  prayer 
to  be  indulged  with  time  for  consideration.  On  .the  14th 
of  April  I  wrote  a  letter  to  that  committee,  in  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  them,  that  three  months'  pay 
amounted,  according  to  the  estimates,  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  That  to  supply  so  large  a  sum  was 
utterly  impracticable,  or  indeed  to  obtain  any  considerable 
part.  That  the  most  which  could  be  done  was  to  risk  a 
large  paper  anticipation.  That  to  render  the  arrangements 
for  that  purpose  effectual  in  an  official  point  of  view  would 
be  a  work  of  time*  That  the  period  of  my  official  exist- 
ence was  nearly  arrived ;  that  disbanding  the  army  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  them  and  to  the  country  was  doubt- 
less desirable.  That  I  believed  it  to  be  practicable,  although 
extremejy  difficult,  and  that  I  should  be  ready  at  all  times 
to  give  my  advice  and  assistance  to  those  who  might  be 
charged  with  that  delicate  and  perilous  undertaking. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  confer  with  me  relative  to  my  continuance, 
in  office.  I  told  that  honorable  committee,  that  the  late 
advices  from  Europe  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  af- 
fairs, and  prayed  some  further  time  for  the  receipt  of  intel- 
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ligenee.  On  tlie  2ttl]  of  April,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform 
the  commitiee,  that  if  Congress  thought  my  assistance  essen- 
tial (oward  completing;  such  payment  to  (lie  army  as  might 
be  agreed  on,  &&c.  I  would  consent  to  a  further  continu- 
ance in  office  for  that  purpose;  but  prayed  to  be  excnsed 
from  that  service  if  Congress  could  otherMvise  accomplish 
their  views. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  to  re- 
solve, that  the  public  service  required  my  continuance  in 
office  till  arrangements  for  the  reduction  of  the  anny  could 
be  made,  and  the  engagements  taken  in  consequence,  as 
wdl  as  tijose  already  taken,  should  be  completed.  On  the 
2d  day  of  May  Congress  were  pleased  to  psss  some  fur- 
ther resolutions  on  tlie  same  subject,  which  i  shall  shortly 
have  occasifin  to  mention.  On  the  3d  of  May  I  iiad  the 
lionor  to  entreat  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  would  inform 
Congress  that  1  entertained  a  proper  sense  of  their  asstir- 
ance  of  firm  support,  and  tit  rdiance  on  iketn  shouki  con- 
tinue my  zealous  exertions  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  Ml  of  May,  having  had  a  conference  with  the 
Minister  of  Wat",  on  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  2Sth  of 
April  and  2d  of  May,  we  took  the  liberty  to  request,  that  a 
committee  might  be  a|>pointed  to  confer  with  us  on  the 
subject  of  those  resolutions.  On  tlie  15th  of  May,  two 
gentlemen  of  that  committee  did  us  the  honor  of  the  con- 
ference requested.  In  which  it  was  stated,  as  impractica" 
hie  to  make  any  payment  to  the  army,  unless  our  expendi- 
tures xoere  immediately  and  considerably  reduced.  The 
committee,  however,  being  desirous  to  have  tlie  situation 
of  things  stated  to  them  in  writing,  I  wrote  them  a  letter  on 
the  same  day,  showing,  that  on  the  last  day  of  April  Wja 
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were  in  advance  of  our  resource9,  to  the  amount  of  six 
hundred  tliousand  dollars ;  that  our  foreign  resources  were 
exhausted ;  that  our  dompstic  resources  as  fur  as  tliey 
consisted  in  sales  of  public  property,  were  considernbly 
reduced  ;  thai  as  far  as  they  consisted  in  the  produce  of 
taxes  tl)ey  were  extremely  slender  and  precarious ;  that 
tlie  monthly  consumption  of  the  army  was  at  least  double 
the  monthly  produce  of  the  taxes  ;  that  if  they  were  kept 
longer  in  Uie  field,  they  would  consume  every  resource  by> 
which  the  payment  could  possibly  be  made  or  hazarded. 
And,  tiierefore,  that  unless  the  far  greater  pari  of  our  ex- 
penses  was  immediately  curtailed^  the  object* Congress  had  ' 
in  view  by  their  resolutions  of  the  2d  of  May  could  not 
possibly  be  accomplished.  This  letter  was  accom))anied 
with  the  necessary  documents  to  establish  the  positions 
contained  in  it. 

On  the  26ih  of  May  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Comman* 
der  in  Chief  sliould  be  instructed  to  grant  furlouglis,  &c. 
And  this  resolution  was  communicated  to  me  on  the  27th. 
Thus,  Sir,  from  the  9th  day  of  April,  when  this  matter  was 
first  proposed,  until  the  27th  day  of  May,  when  the  final 
determinations  of  Congress  were  made  known,  my  conduct 
was  of  necessity  suspended. 

On  the  29ih  of  May  1  informed  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  my  determination  to  issue  notes  payable  in  six 
montlis  from  the  date,  for  three  nK)atbs'  pay,  and  f^xplained 
to  him  the  reasons  why  I  could  not  make  the  payment  in 
any  other  mode.  In  reply  to  this,  I  received  on  the  5ih 
of  June  a  letter  from  the  General,  dated  the  3d,  which  was 
brouglit  by  express,  and  urged  the  transmission  of  a  part 
of  those  notes.  1  immediately  wrote  an  answer,  in  which 
I  informed.him,  that  on  Saturday  evening,  the  31st  of  May, 
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the  paper  arrived  from  the  maker  ;  that  on  Monday^  the  2d 
of  June,  it  was  delivered  to  the  printer ;  that  be  had  agreed 
to  send  the  first  parcel  of  notes  to  me  on  Friday,  tlie  6th  of 
June ;  and  that  as  soon  as  I  could  sign  them  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  Paymaster,  to  be  sent  forward.  On  the 
7th  of  June  the  Paymaster  received  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
on  the  9th  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the  13th  one  hun- 
dred thousand ;  so  that  in  six  days  I  signed  six  thousand 
notes,  besides  the  other  business  of  my  office.  That  paper 
made  on  purpose  for  this  business  was  necessary  no  man 
can  doubt,  or  if  it  could  have  been  doubted  the  recent 
attempt  to  cdlmterfeit  these  notes  is  a  sufficient  proof. 
That  the  printing  was  to  take  place  before  the  signing  must 
be  admitted.  The  only  delay  therefore  with  which  I  can 
be  chargeable  must  be  in  the  signing  of  them,  and  upon 
that  subject  I  shall  say  nothing.  If  by  any  means  a  delay 
happened  after  the  notes  were  delivered  into  the  pay  c^ce, 
I  presume  that  the  Paymaster  General  will  be  able  to  ae- 
couit  for  it.  I  shall  only  add,  that  he  has  received  half  a 
million  of  these  notes,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  note 
of  the  payments  number  two. 

I  am  also  directed.  Sir,  to  report  the  manner  in  which 
I  expect  to  redeem  the  notes  in  question. '  Congress  will 
be  pleased  to  recollect,  that  the  issuing  of  those  notes  arose 
from  a  proposition  made  by  the  General  and  warmly 
adopted  by  them.  That  although  I  was  very  desirous  of 
gratifying  the  wishes  of  the  army,  I  had  great  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  ability  of  doing  it.  And  that  from  a  view 
of  the  scantiness  of  our  resources  I  felt  extreme  reluctance 
in  giving  ray  consent.  As  to  the  means  of  redeeming  the 
notes,  permit  me  to  refer  Congress  to'  the  letters  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  17th 
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of  March  ahd  Ist  of  May  $  to  ray  correspoDdence  with 
the  honorable  committee  of  Congress  on  the  14th  and  16th 
of  April,  copies  whereof  are  enclosed  in  the  paper  number 
three ;  and  to  a  circular  letter  to  the  States  of  the  12th 
of  May,  of  which  a  copy  is-  enclosed  in  the  paper  number 
four. 

Permit  me  also  to  refer  to  the  various  accounts  which 
have  been  rendered  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  my  depart- 
ment ;  and  to  these  let  me  add  what  appears  on  their  own 
minutes.  On  the  3d  of  May  they  declared  it  to  be  tlieir 
desire,  when  the  reduction  of  the  arr«y  should  take  place, 
to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  return  to  their  respec- 
tive homes  with  convenience^  and  satisfaction ;  for  which 
purpose  it  would  be  indispenscAle  4o  advance  them  a  part 
of  their  pajf.  They  declared  further,  that  there  were 
many  other  engagements  lor  which  the  public  faith  was 
pledged,  and  the  punctual  performance  of  which  was  essen- 
tial to  the  credit  of  the  United  Siat^.  And  ihey  further 
declared^  that  ^nei^Aer  of  these  important  objects  could  be 
effected  without  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  several  States 
in  the  collection  of  taxes.  From  a  conviction  of  these  facts 
Congress  were  pleased  to  call  upon  the  respective  States 
in  the  nu)8t  earnest  manner,  to  forward  the  collection  of 
taxes.  As  an  additional  means  to  accomplish  the  same 
end,  they  were  pleased  to  apply  for  a  further  loan  of  three 
millions  of  livres  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  And  they 
resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  directed 
to  take  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying  the  views 
of  Congress  into  execution.  And  that  he  be  assured  of 
their  firm  support  towards  fulfilling  the  engagements  he  has 
already  taken,  or  may  take,  on  the  public  account  during 
his  continuance  in  office. 
VOL.  XII.  49 
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.  Having  already  so  fully  stated  tbe  situation  of  my  de- 
partmeiit^  I  have  only  to  say  in  answer  to  the  order  1  have 
received,  that  I  rely  on  the  firm  support  of  Congress,  sol- 
emnly pledged  to  me  (for  the  purpose  of  inducing  my  con- 
tinuance in  office)  to  redeem  those  not^s  issued  to  the 
army,  as  well  as  to  fulfil  all  other  engagements  which  I 
have  taken  or  may  take  on  the  public  account. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  assign  my  reason 
for  reducing  my  report  to  that  form.  It  is  because  I  had 
rather  bear  the  censure  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  11th 
of  July,  however  painful,  than  place  on  the  minutes  of  Con- 
gress anything  which  may  hold  up  the  idea  of  precipitancy 
on  their  part. 

With  perfect  respect,  &cc« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  KR   GRAND. 

CMRoe  of  FiouiM,  JvHj  95Ui,  1783. 

'Sir, 
1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  April,  cover* 
ing  a  statement  of  your  accounts,  by  which  it  appears  that 
my  bills  on  you  exceed  the  sum  which  ybu  will  have  to 
receive  from  the  Court  on  this  year's  subsidy.  This  cir- 
cumstance gives  me  great  pain,  for  it  would  be  very  hard 
if  after  snp|K)rting  our  credit  in  Europe  during  the  war,  it 
should  be  fatally  ruined  on  the  establishment  of  peace. 
You  will  have  learned  by  my  former  letters,  that  I  had 
taken  measures  to  throw  into  your  hands  all  the  moneys, 
which  I  could  by  any  means  co^nnoand  for  that  purpose. 
I  am  still  in  hopes,  that  the  Court  will  make  a  further  effort 
in  our  favor,  but  at  any  rate  if  your  payments  should  ex- 
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ceed  your  funds,  I  must  replace  your  advarices  by  rernit- 
tatices  from  hence*  I  hope  that  our  affairs  will  soon  take 
such  a  form,  selidity,  and  establishment,  as  to  render  all 
things  perfectly  easy,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  deBnitive 
treaty,  whicli  will  enable  us  to  reduce  our  expendituresi, 
added  to  the  advantages  of  a  general  and  lucratb'e  com* 
merce,  cannot  fail  of  absorbing  what  few  engagements  ni»y 
be  at  present  unprovided  for.  On  the  whole,  my  Dear 
Sir,  I  have  only  to  say  my  bills  must  be  lionored,  and  your 
zeal  in  favor  of  America  must  be  rewarded.  . 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THt  PECSIDUtX   OF   CONGIUCaS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  SSth,  1780. 

Sir, 

Conceiving  it  lo  be  almost  certaiot  that  «  definitive  trea^ 
of  peace  is  concluded,  I  am  bmind  to  request  the  attention 
of  Congress  towards  reducing  tlie  expenses.  It  if  unne- 
eessary  to  repeat,  that  our  resources  for  absorbing  the  an- 
ticipations, depend  on  the  produce  of  taxation.  There  is 
no  hope  of  fuifilling  the  public  engagements,  but  by  a  strict 
economy,  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  that  energy  among 
the  States,  which  tlie  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  May 
was  framed  to  inspire.  Let  me,  tbefefore,  repeat  my  re^ 
qtiest,  that  the  public  e^epenses  be  greatly  reduced^  Tlje 
number  of  men  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  in  the 
field,  I  cannot  presume  to  name,  as  it  is  a  military  ques- 
tion ;  but  it  would  best  consist  with  the  present  state  of  my 
department  to  disband  the  wliole. 

Your  Excellency  will  easily  cooceire  the  eituation  to 
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which  I  am  dHveo  when  I  am  epmpelled  to  withhold  ab- 
sent to  a  moderate  demand  of  the  ^Secretary  at  War,  for 
building  magazines  to  preserve  the  public  stores.  It  is 
certainly  of  importance^  that  arsenals  should  be  erected  in 
auch  proper  places  as  to  provide  for  the  pubtic  defence, 
but  reasons  against  advancing  money  are  incontroverti- 
ble. Congress  knew  the  extent  of  my  engagements,  for 
the  discharging  of  which  they  have  solemnly  pledged 
themselves.  Congress  know  also,  that  the  States  do  not 
furnish  means.  They  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  I 
should  wantonly  sacrifice  their  honor  and  dignity,  should  I 
form  new  engagements  before  the  old  are  satisfied. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  many  of  the  stores  may  be  wasted  and 
destroyed  for  the  want  of  magazines,  and  that  if  they  are 
sold  it  will  be  to  a  considerable  loss.  But  much  loss  must 
be  added  to  the  mass  of  injuries  America  has  already  sus- 
tained by  not  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
It  is  a  loss,  which  in  its  consequencer  must  fall  upon  the ' 
States  themselves,  who  are  the  immediate  i^uthors  of  it; 
but  if  the  engagements  already  taken  are  vidated  by  ap- 
plying money  to  other  purposes,  then  the  hbhor  of  Con- 
gress win  be  sacrificed^  together  with  the  property  of  those 
who  relied  on  it. 

I  should  not,  Sir,  have  dwelt  so  long  on  this  small  cir- 
cumstance^  if  it  did  not  serve  to  impress  the  true  object  of 
my  letter,  a  reduction  of  national  eoopense.  And  here  let 
me  notice  what  has  often  been  mentiboed,  the  expense  of 
the  civil  list.  If  in  this  general  term  of  civil  list  are  com- 
prehended the  public  servants  abroad,  I  /reely  acknowl- 
edge my  opink>n,  that  it  'might  be  curtailed.  But  the 
foreign  affiiirs  not  being  within  my  line,  this  sentiment  is 
expressed  with  all  possible  deference. 
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Our  domestic  civil  list  consists  of  two  parts.  First,  that 
which  is  engaged  in  s^tling  and  adjusting  old  accounts ; 
and  secondly,  that  which  is  employed  in  present  objects. 
The  6rst  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  confusions  which 
arose  before  regular  systems  were  established ;  but  it  is  of 
a  temporary  nature,  and  can  never  again  take  place,  unless 
our  affairs  are  suffered  to  relapse  into  that  irregularity  from 
which  they  are  beginning  to  emerge.  The  second,  I  be- 
lieve, consists  of  as  few  as  were  ever  appointed  to  perform 
the  business  of  a  nation.  For  what  relates  to  the  expense 
of  both,  I  must  observe,  that  those  who  labor  for  the  pub- 
lic are  at  least  to  be  subsisted ;  and  the  proof  that  their 
salaries  do  not  amount  to  more  than  a  decent  subsistence, 
ia  the  difficulty  with  which  men  qualified  to  fill  the  several 
offices  can  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  them.  Shortly  after 
my  appointment,  a  special  order  was  passed  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  civil  list ;  but  should  Congress  think  pro- 
per to  repeal  that  order,  I  will  suspend  the  payment,  and 
apply  the  money  to  take  up  my  notes.  But  whether  the 
gentlemen  of  the  civil  list  will  continue  their  services  after 
they  know  that  their  salaries  are  to  be  withheld,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  I  shall  not  agitate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCni.A]l   TO   TQE    GOVERNORS   OF   THE   STATES. 

Office  of  Fiiiftnee,  My  S8th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Having  already  transmitted  the  public  accounts  from 

the  commencement  of  my  administration  to  the  first 

day  of  this  month,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Excellency 
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with  a  rqietf UoB  of  them.  But  I  must  pray  ycmr  in- 
ddlgeoco  while  I  make  a  few  observationa.  Perhaps 
this  letter  cay  contain  too  mych  of  egotism,  but  your 
candor  will  excuse  me  when  the  motive  is  known.  If 
I  have  rendered  any  services  to  the  United  States, 
they  have  been  derived  from  the  generous  confidence 
of  my  countrymen.  This  confidence  must  not  be 
abused,  and  if  it  be  lost  my  utility  is  at  an  end. 

The  accounts  will  show  to  any  informed  and  re- 
flecting mind|  that  the  public  moneys  -were  economi- 
caily  applied ,  and  if  farther  proof  were  necessary  I 
cotilU  {ippiDl  to  the  honorable  Delegates  in  Congress, 
who  hove  every  opportunity  of  investigation.  I  might 
alto  appeal  10  the  elamors  against  me  for  opposing 
elaltnit  1  coiiUI  not  properly  comply  with.  Long  have 
I  l^en  the  object  of  enmities  derived  from  that  origin. 
I  have,  thiMi  r- in,  the  right  to  consider  such  elamors 
and  sueh  enmities  as  the  confession  and  the  evidence 
of  my  care  and  attention. 

But,  Sir,  from  the  same  accounts  it  will  appear,  that 
on  the  SOlh  day  of  June*  last  my  payments  had  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  my  receipts  by  more  than  a 
n^illion  of  dollars.  How,  indeed,  could  it  be  other- 
wise, when  alt  the  taxes  brought  into  the  treasury 
.  since  17S1  did  not  amount  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars^  I  have  been  impelled  to  this'heavy 
anticipation  by  an  earnest  desire  to  relieve  our  army, 
by  the  General's  warm  representations  on  the  subject, 
and  above  all,  by  the  directions  of  Congress  and  their 
assurance  of  support.  The  enclosed  *  letter  to  them 
will  show  my  desire  to  reduce  our  expenses.  But 
while  I  urge  the  reduction  of  expense  it  is  equally  my 
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duty  to  arge  an  increaio  of  revenve.  If  I  hare  been 
a  faithAil  aiewanl  of  ivbat  was  intrusted  to  me,  if  more 
became  nec^sary  than  I  ever  received,  and  if  urged 
by  that  necessity  I  have  anticipated  the  receipts, 
surely  I  am  in  the  strictest  lino  of  propriety  ^hen  I 
]oudly  tsall  for  relief.  Every  one  must  know,  that  the 
paper  I  have  circulated  will  lose  its  value,  unless 
punctually  redeemed.  The  several  receivers  are  in* 
deed  instructed  to  cycphange  it;  but  what  can  that 
instruetioa  avails  if  specie  be  not  placed  in  their  hands 
for  the  purpose  ?  And  how  can  that  be  eSected  but 
by  a  vigorous  collection-  of  taxes  ? 

I  know  that  my  solicitude  on  this  subject'  will  be 
charged  to  improper  motives.  When  I  urge  a  redue* 
tion  of  expense  it  will  be  saKI,  that  I  wish  to  impair 
the  strength  and  lessen  the  respectability  of  our 
country.  Far  other  wishes  swell  my  bosom.  But  I 
have  beea  driven  into  a  cotnviction,  thai  the  necessity 
of  strength,  and  the  advantage  of  reputation^  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  felt  and  ujaderstood  by  all  the  members 
of  our  federal  Union. 

My  present  call  for  taxes  has  also  been  anticipated, 
by  a  slanderous  report,  that  I  have  speculated  on  this 
very  paper  which  I  urge  the  redemption  of.  Most 
solemnly  I  declare,  that  I  have  never  been  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  such  speculation.  If 
there  be  a  man  in  the  world  who  knows  any  instance 
to  disprpve  what  I  .say,  let  him  step  forth  with  the 
accusation.  No,  Sir,  the  object  is  in  nowise  a  per- 
gonal one  to  me ;  I  only  advocate  the  interest  and  rep- 
utation of  America.  If,  Vith  a  view  to  injure  me,  the 
attempt  is  made  to  violate  my  engagements,  the  malice 
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will  be  defeated ;  but  at  the  same  time  let  it  be  re* 
memberedy  that  the  country,  which  will  not  support 
faithful  servants,  can  never  be  faithfully  served.  Guilt 
and  desperation  will  ever  pant  for  scenes  of  tumult 
and  disorder,  office  will  ever  excite  envy,  and  malev- 
olence delight  in  slanderous  tales.  Is  it  tbeif  to  be 
wondered  at  if  my  foes  are  numerous  ?  Believe  me, 
Sir,  if  their  attempts  had  only  affected  me  and  mine, 
they  should  have  been  received  in  the  same  silence, 
which  has  buried  many  other  wrongs.  But  on  the 
present  occasion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  delineate 
their  baneful  influence. 

Pains  are  taken  to  cover  with  infamy  all  those  who 
discount  the  public  paper.  Tke  natural  effect  of  this 
measure  is  to  prevent  those  men  from  meddling  with 
it,  who,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  reputation,  would 
do  the  business  on  moderate  terms.  Hence  it  follows, 
t!;at  the  holders  cannot  obtain  so  much  for  their  paper 
as  they  otherwise  might.  Hence  again  an  additional 
clamor  and  of  course  an  additional  loss  to  the  pos- 
sessors. On  tbe  basis  of  the  depreciation  is  founded 
an  argument  to  prevent  the  redemption.  By  these 
means  the  public  credit  is  totally  ruined,  and  the  gov- 
ernment becomes  chargeable  with  flagrant  injustice. 
No  future  anticipations  can  be  made  to  supply  the 
most  urgent  wants;  and  in  the  whole  proceeding, 
they  are  made  the  victims,  who  confided  in  the  faith 
of  government.  The  attempt,  therefore,  by  this  slan- 
der to  injure  me  is  an.injury  to  those,  who  have  re- 
ceived my  paper;  and  in  every  instance  where  they 
iiave  joined  in  propagating  the  report,  they  have 
joined  their  enemies  to  plunder  themselves. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  393 

•  # 
Let  me  no  longer  intrude  on  your  Excellency's 
patience,  thin  to  declare  my  conviction,  that  the  States 
might  easily  fulfil  far  more  extensive  engagements 
than  those  which  I  have  inade  on  their  account  Not- 
withstanding every  insinuation  I  will  continue  my 
efforts  for  the  purpose,  and  though  base  minds  should 
reiterate  their  charges,  I  will  persist  in  my  duty  and 
defy  their  malice. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT   TO   CONGRESS   RESPECTING   TRANSFERARLS  CER- 
TIFICATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  31it,  1783. 

The  debts  which  have  been  found  due  to  persons  by 
settlements  at  the  Treasury  Office,  have  not  been  evi- 
denced by  transferable  certificates  for  the  following 
reasons. 

1st.  All  such  certificates  have  by  experience  been 
found  to  be  only  another  kind  of  paper  money,  con- 
tinually depreciating  both  by  increase  of  quantity  and 
defect  of  funds. 

^dly.  The  consequence  thereof  is,  that  the  same  is 
daily  brought  into  fewer  haods  and  for  less  value,  by 
which  one  of  two  things  must  happen,  either  that 
those  few  become  very  rich  by  their  speculations,  or, 
that  being  defrauded  they  become  clamorous  against 
the  government. 

3dly.  If  tlie  certificates  are  transferable  in  the  man- 
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ner  proposed  by  the  motion^  they  are  evidence  of  the 
debt  as  due  to  the  bearer,  and  therefore  whether  ob- 
tained by  accident,  force,  or  fraud,  vest  him  with  a 
right,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  injured  or  unfortunate 
party.   . 

4thly.  Being,  therefore,  a  precarious  property,  they 
become  less  valuable  from  that  cir/zumstance. 

5thly.  When  the  original  proprietors  become  di- 
vested of  them,  some  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  reve- 
nues to  redeem  them  lose  their  force,  and  the  advo- 
cates for  just  measures  being  lessened,  the  probability 
of  carrying  them  through  is  decreased. 

6thly.  While  the  evidence  of  such  debts  is  in  the 
treasury  books  and  the  stock  transferable  there,  the 
public  debt  becomes  a  property,  the  object  of  purchase, 
instead  of  being  as  in  the  other  case  the  means  of 
making  purchases  as  money. 

But  if  there  be  powerful  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  which  have  escaped  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  ,he  shall  very  readily  comply  with  such  order 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  AnguBt  Ist,  1783. 
Sir,     ' 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  eniDlose  an  account  of  pay- 
ments, made  by  the  States  to  the  receivers,  until  the  1st 
day  of  July  last,  and  with  it  I  take  the  liberty  also  to  en- 
close a  note,  containing  nearly  the  proportions,'  in  which 
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the  States  have  paid  their  quotas  of  the  requisitions  for 
1782.* 

I  take  the  liberty  further  to  mention,  that  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  has  (by  means  of  the  supplies  to  the  troops 
serving  there)  paid  the  full  amount  of  her  quota  for  1782, 
as  I  am  informed  by  the  Receiver,  whose  accounts  and 
vouchers  (though  momently  expected)  are  not  yet  come 
forward.  The  State  of  Georgia  has  I  believe  contributed 
something  in  the  same  way,  but  if  not,  the  great  ravages 
which  she  has  eiidured  will  account  for  the  defect,  without 
supposing  any  defect  of  inclination.  As  for  the  other 
States,  I  pray  leave  to  avoid  any  comments  on  the  bal- 
ances of  their  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


*The  proporUont  are  ai  follows. 

South  Carolina 

1-1 

Rhode  Island  nearly 

1-4 

Pennsylvania  above 

1-5 

Connecticut  and* ) 

NewJerley          J  each  about   - 

1-7 

Massachusetts,  about 

1-8 

Virginia  about 

1-12 

New  York  and  >^j^^^^ 
Maryland            J 

i-ao 

New  Haihp^re,  about 

1-121 

North  Carolina,  \ 

Delaware  and     >  nothing  at  aU. 

^ 

Georgia,             / 

396  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO    MESSBS    WILLINK   &   CO. 

Office  of  Fiiunoe,  Angoflt  6th,  1783. 
GentlemeD^ 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  your  fevoir  of  the  12th  of 
April  last)  which  came  to  hand  two  days  ago.  From  the 
letters  I  had  already  written,  and  which  [  presume  you 
will  have  received  before  this,  you  will  easily  see  how 
much  pleasure  I  derive  from  the  prospect  that  your  loan 
may  speedily  fill.  Be  assured.  Gentlemen,  that  your  en- 
deavors on  this  occasion  shall  not  be  forgotten ;  and  rely 
on  it  that  you- cannot  render  more  acceptable  service  to 
the  United  States. 

My  former  letters  contained  the  disposition  of  your 
funds  so  far  as  to  satisfy  any  demands  which  Mr  Grand 
might  have.  These  I  suppose  have  been  complied  with, 
and  I  expect,  that  not  only  the  sums  which  Mr  Grand 
could  possibly  want  must  have  come  to  your  hands  before 
this  letter  can  arrive,  but  that  you  will  still  have  a  consid- 
erable balance. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  exchange  on  your  city 
being  now  high,  and  the  disbandment  of  our  army  having 
increased  my  need  of  money  to  make  them  a  considerable 
payment,  1  have  concluded  to  draw  on  you  to  the  amount 
of  two  htmdred  thousand  florins,  as  oeeasion  may  offer ; 
and  if  exchange  should  not  fall,  nor  any  advices  arrive  to 
prevent  the  measure,  I  may  perhaps  extend  my  drafts  on 
you  to  five  hundred  thousand  florins.  '  But  as  it  might 
happen,  notwithstanding  my  opinions,  that  you  should  not 
be  considerably  in  cash  beyond  Mr  Grand's  demands,  I 
have  determined  on  these  two  points ;  first,  that  I  will  not 
precipitate  my  sales  here,  but  only  dispose  of  bills  as  occa- 
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lion  may  require ;  aqd  secondly,  tirat  I  will  draw  tt  ninety 
days'  sight,  because  the  demand  for  bills  is  such,  that,  a 
difference  in  the  sight  will  make  none  in  the  price.  By 
these  means  it  will  happen,  Gentlemen,  that  even  if  you 
are  not  in  cash  when  the  bills  arrive,  you  can  have  no  dif- 
ficulty as  to  the  acceptance,  because  the  natural  progress 
of  the  loan  must  put  you  in  possession  of  money  before 
they  can  fall  due.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  expected, 
as  some  of  the  tobacco  will  doubtless  have  arrived,  which 
cannot  but  give  a  weight  and  solidity  to  your  negotiations. 
If  however  these  things  should  not  so  happen,  you  will,  I 
expect,  pay  the  bills  at  any  rate,  and  for  any  excess 
beyond  your  immediate  funds  you  wilt  charge  an  interest 
to  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  should 
happen  according  to  noy  expectations,  that  you  have  unap- 
propriated money  in  your  hands  when  the  bills  are  pre- 
sented, 1  am  then  to  request  that  you  will  pay  them  at 
sight,  if  agreeable  to  the  parties,  deducting  the  usual  dis- 
count for  prompt  payment,  which  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
to  credit  to  the  United  States. 
With  every  wish  for  your  success  and  prosperity,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OSOHG£   WASHIKGTON  TO  ROBSHT  MORBV. 

Head  Quarters,  August  6th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  communicationi  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  to  me  under  the  1 1th  of  July.  It 
was  handed  to  me  on  my  return  last  evening  from  a  tour 

have  been  making  to  the  northward  and  westward,  as 
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far  as  Crown  Point  and  Fort  Schnybr,  to  view  tbe  posts 
and  country  in  that  part  of  tbe.  United  States'  territory. 

Tbe  anticipations  you  have  been  obliged  to  make  are 
indeed  great,  and  your  circular  letter  to  tbe  States  on  tbe 
occasion  appears  to  ms  sufficient,  if  anything  of  the  kind 
can  be  so,  to  arouse  their  attention  to  tbe  necessity  of 
your  circumstances.  I  most  sincerely  wish  it  may  have 
tbe  desired  effect. 

In  consequence  of  my  tour  to  tbe  northward,  tbe  Quar- 
ter Master  General,  will  have  my  orders  to  prepare  bat- 
teaux  and  other  means  of  transportation  to  tbe  upper  posts, 
of  the  cannon,  stores  and  provisions,  which  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  possessing  and  maintaining  them.  To 
effect  this  money  will  be  necessary,  and  I  give  you  this 
information,  that  a  demand  will  probably  be  made  on  you 
for  the  purpse. 

The  StatQ  of  New  York,  which  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  security  of  these  posts,  and  effecting  this  business,  may 
perhaps  be  prevailed  on  to  furnish  the  necessary  sums  to 
be  placed  to  general  accounts.  This  will  probably  exert 
itself  in  ibis  case  preferably  to  any  other.  I  give  you  this 
hint,  and  leave  its  improvement  to  you. 

Knowing  your  situation,  I  am  pained  when  necessity 
obliges  me  to  make  any  application  for  money.  But  this 
purpose  is  of  so  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  tbe 
Usited  States,  and  of  so  urgent  necessity,  that  if  the  sums 
required  cannot  be  obtained  in  tbe  way  I  have  hinted,  I 
roust  entreat  you  to  give  every  assistance  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering that  shall  be  necessary. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO   GEORGE   WASHINGTON« 

*    Office  of  Finance,  August  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  6th 
instant.  I  am  always  happy  to  hear  from  you,  although  I 
confess  that  every  new  demand  for  money  makes  me 
shudder.  Your  recommendations  will  always  meet  my 
utmost  attention,  because  I  am  persuaded  that  you  have 
equally  with  me  the  desire  to  husband  aod  enlarge  our 
resources.  Yoiir  perfect  knowledge  of  our  political  and 
military  situation  must  decide  on  the  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  I  am  persuaded,  that  your  advice  to  Congress 
on  these  subjects  will  be  equally  directed  to  the  safety,  the 
honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

With*  very  sincere  esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PAT   MASTER   GENERAL. 

Office  of  ilntnce,  Au|pi3t  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th 
instant,  containing  two  questions.  To  the  first  of  these  I 
answer,  that  my  anticipations  amount  to  a  very  large  sum, 
that  it  will  employ  all  my  resources  to  honor  engagements 
already  taken ;  that  of  consequence  I  cannot  see  my  Way 
clear  to  form  new  ones,  and  that  if  I  did,  the  groundless 
and  injurious  clamor^,  which  have  been  raised  on  this  sub- 
ject, would  prevent  me.  It  becomes  impossible  to  serve  a 
people  who  convert  everything  into  a  ground  for  calumny. 
The  existence  of  the  republic,  since  the  conclusion  of  a 
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peace,  no  longer  depends  upon  extraordinary  sacrifices 
and  exertions.  My  desire  to  relieve  the  army  has  been 
greatly  cooled,  from  the  ioibrmatioD,  t()at  many  of  them 
have  joined  in  the  reproaches  I  have  incurred  for  their  ben- 
efit. And  the  necessity  I  feel  of  quitting  (at  the  earKest 
possible  moment)  an  office  of  incessant  labor  and  anxiety, 
whose  only  reward  is  obloquy,  wiH  not  permit  me  even  to 
think  of  any  farther  anticipations. 

The  second  question  in  your  letter  is  foreign  to  my  de- 
partment ;  a  question^  which  you  have  as  many  materials 
to  judge  upon  as  I  have,  and  which  you  are  particulariy 
authorised  to  decide.     I  anoi.  Sir,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


Ta  SLBRIDOE    6BBRT. 

Office  of  Finance,  Angnit  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 
In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  shall  not  only  give 
the  information  which  appears  to  have  been  the  object  of 
Mr  Clarke's  letter,  bat  recapitulate  also  the  observations 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  what  you  mentioned  as 
the  object  of  the  committee.  And  first,  for  the  information 
desired,  I  can  answer  only  in  general  terms,  that  I  believe 
the  various  engagements  entered  into  previous  to  the  end 
of  1781,  were  under  the  faith  of  re.quisitions  then  existing. 
Since  that  period,  I  know  of  only  two  requisitions  for  cur- 
rent service,  both  of  them  founded  on  estimates.  The  first 
was  of  eight  millions  for  the  service  of  1782,  and  the 
second  was  of  two  millions,  for  part  of  the  service  of  1783. 
All  the  engagements  of  my  administration  are  on  the  faith 
of  these  latter  requisitions.' 
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The  first  object  you  mentioned  was  to  alter  the  mode  of 
settling  accounts,  so  far  as  the  requisitions  previous  to  1781 
are  concerned,  and  only  to  calculate  the  actual  payments, 
or  advances  by  the  Slates,  with  the  interest,  so  that  the 
whole,  being  formed  into  one  sum,  may  be  afterwards  ap- 
portioned among  the  States.  To  which  plan,  among  other 
objections,  I  took  the  liberty  to  state  the  following.  First, 
there  is  no  evident  necessity  for  taking  this  step,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  prudent  to  omit  it ;  becauscf  in  such  cases 
government  risk  every  unforeseen  danger  that  may  result, 
and  always  render  their  affairs  more  complicated.  Sec- 
ondly, the  measure  may  be  misunderstood,  and  occasion 
clamors,  which  will  indispose  some  to  adopt  the  other  meas^ 
ures  recommended  by  Congress ;  which  objection  though 
it  ought  not  to  weigh  in  competition  with  what  is  evidently 
proper  and  right,  must  nevertheless  be  attended^  to  in  things 
of  more  doubtful  complexion.  Thirdly,  there  would  arise 
from  it  a  degree  of  irregularity  ;  for  the  particular  accounts 
being  now  all  opened  in  the  treasury  books,  by  the  authority 
of  the  late  Board  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  most  natural 
to  continue  them  in  their  present  form,  until  the  final  settle- 
ments. Fourthly,  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  accounts  when  settled  will  then 
be  in  their  power ;  for  the  accounts  will  contain,  on  one 
side,  the  compliances  of  the  States  with  the  requisitions, 
together  with  all  (rther  advances  which  they  have  made  for 
the  public  service,  and  on  the  other  side  will  be  the  amount 
of  the  various  requisitions.  Whenever  therefore  Congress 
on  such  full  view  of  the  subject,  shall  think  proper  to  remit 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  requisitions,  entries  will  be 
made  in  the  treasury  books  accordingly.  Fifthly,  it  would 
be  rather   premature  to  make  the  decision  proposed  be- 
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fore  (by  a  settlement  of  accounts)  all  the  proper  materials 
are  brought  inlo  view ;  and  until  the  States  have  adopted 
the  proposed  measures  for  funding  the  public  debts.  Be- 
cause, sixthly,  it  is  conceived  that  the  various  requisitions 
were  adequate  to  the  necessary  service  ;  and  that  although 
it  may  perhaps  be  wise  eventually  to  convert  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  war  into  the  form  of  a  debt,  in  order 
thereby  to  prevent  the  disputes  which  might  arise  on  the 
apportionments,  still  it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  step 
cannot  be  taken  until  funds  are  obtained.  Until  that  pe-. 
riod,  therefore,  it  is  perhaps  as  well  to  leave  the  requisi- 
tions ;  if  it  be  only  tojshow  the  States  why  they  are  called 
on  for  revenues  now,  viz*  because  they  would  not  or  could 
not  furnish  supplies  before^  But,  lastly,  it  might  prove 
dangerous  under  present  circumstances  to  take  any  step 
whatever  with  these  requisitions.  Only  partial  compli- 
ances have  been  made.  Some  States  therefore  adhere  to 
some  requisitions,  and  some  to  others,  according  to  the 
reat  or  supposed  situation  of  their  accounts.  To  %o  no 
farther,  it  would  hardly  be  prudent  to  hazard  a  dispute 
with  Massachusetts,  by  relinquishing  the  requisitions  of 
March,  1780,  or  with  some  other  States  by  a  Useless  at- 
tempt to  enforce  them. 

t  fhe  other  object,  Sir,  which  you  appeared  to  have  in 
view,  is  to  relinquish  so  much  of  the  requisitions  since  1781, 
as  might  leave  only  the  sum  necessary  for  fulfilling  present 
engagements.  Now  although  the  resolution,  which  seems 
to  have  been  in  contemplation,  would  not  have  had  this 
effect,  because  the  requisition  for  the  service  of  1782  was 
made  on  estimates,  yet  I  shall  assign  a  few  objections  to  the 
plan.  The  reason  urged  in  favor  of  it  is,  that  the  demand 
was  so  much  beyond   the  abilities  of  the  States,  and  the 
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necessities  of  the  service,  that  it  must  excite  a  despair  of 
compliance,  and  a  diffidence  in  the  prudence  of  those  by 
whom  it  was  made.  ■  To  which  it  may  well  be  replied, 
that  the  ability  of  the  States  is  not  so  hastily  to  be  decided 
on,  because  it  has  never  been  put  to  ihe  proof  by  prudent 
and  vigorous  taxation,  because  other  countries  not  so 
wealthy  bear  much  heavier  taxes  without  inconvenience, 
and  because  these  very  States  have  borne  it,  though  under 
another  name ;  for  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money, 
which  wiped  away  not  less  than  twelve  millions  annually, 
was  in  effect  a  tax  to  that  amount. 

But  further,  even  admitting  the  supposed  inability,  stili 
the  requisition,  if  not  excessive  as  to  its  object,  ought  of 
necessity  to  have  been  made.  Because  the  States  could 
by  no  other  mode  of  reasoning  be  convinced  of  the  neces* 
sity  of  establishing  that  credit,  which  can  alone  prevent 
such  great  efforts.  And  because  if  sucli  requisitions  had 
not  been  made,  some  branch  of  service  must  have  been  left 
unprovided  for  by  Congress,  on  the  very  face  of  their  own 
measures,  which  would  have  been  a  palpable  absurdity. 

And  this  leads  to  the  second  point,  viz.  that  the  de« 
mand  was  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  service.  Before 
this  position  is  assumed  it  must  be  considered,  not  only 
what  expense  was  actually  paid,  but  also  what  was  proba- 
ble when  the  demand  was  made,  and  what  of  the  expense 
incurred  still  remains  due.  And  first,  as  to  what  was  paid ; 
we  shall  find  that  the  military  collections  in  the  Southern 
States  went  to  a  considerable  sum,  which  is  not  yet  brought 
into  the  public  accounts,  as  there  was  no  money  to  defray 
it,  owing  to  the  noncompliance  of  the  States.  Secondly, 
the  probable  expense  was  far  beyond  the  actual,  because 
of  the  misfortunes  of  our  allies,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
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sary  to  lay  aside  the  proposed  offensive  cneasures,  and 
which  could  not,  if  not  laid  aside,  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  by  reason  of  the  lamentable  deficiencies  of  the  pub- 
lic revehue.  And  thirdly,  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
expense  of  1782  is  necessarily  paid  in  1783,  and  a  far 
more  considerable  part  remains  unpaid.  For  instance, 
almost  the  whole  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  army ;  an  army 
by  no  means  so  numerous  as  that  which  tlie  General  had 
called  for,  and  Congress  resolved  on.  And  it  would  have 
been  indeed  very  strange,  if  Congress  had  asked  only  five 
millions  from  the  States,  including  therein  every  other  arti- 
cle, but  the  pay  of  the  army  on  whose  exertions  every- 
thmg  depended. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  what  has  been  assumed  with 
respect  to  ihese  estimates,  and  which  I  can  defend  the 
more  hardily,  as  by  accident  they  did  not  pass  through 
my  office,  I  proceed  now  to  state  the  objections  against  _ 
remitting  them.  And  first,  let  it  always  be  kept  in  view^ 
that  the  States  not  having  granted  the  /unds  necessary  for 
securing  to  our  army  the  interest  of  their  dues,  that  army 
has  a  just  right  to  insist  that  the  requisition  for  the  principal 
be  not  relinquished,  until  such  grants  be  made.  Secondly, 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  Congress  have  not  yet  any 
standard  for  making  a  final  apportionment,  and  therefore  it 
must  be  very  useless  now,  to  touch  requisitions  which  must 
speedily  be  retouched  again.  Thirdly,  the  States  which 
have  complied  more  fully  than  others,  would  undoubtedly, 
in  such  case,  relax  from,  and  perhaps  totally  withhold  their 
efforts;  from  the  conviction  that  deficient  States  would 
always  be  aible  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  vote  favorable  to 
themselves,,  and  consequently  unfavorable  to  others ;  which 
idea,  grounded  too  much  on  past  experience,  is  one  great 
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cause  of  that  inattention  which  led  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
Fourthly,  this  uiischief  would  not  only  arise  among  the 
States,  but  it  would  exist  also  amidst  and  within  them,  for 
a  relaxation  of  the  whole  quota  would  naturally  render  new 
interior  apportionments  necessary.  Not  to  mention  the 
delays  and  disputes  thereby  occasioned,  the  remainder  t>f 
what  would  then  be  to  pay  would  be  thrown  of  course 
upon  remote  counties,  where  the  powers  of  government  are 
weak,  the  collections  languid,  and  the  revenue  in  every 
respect  feeble  and  unproductive.  Great  deficiencies  would 
arise  from  thpse  causes,  both  in  the  periods  and  the  amount 
of  payments,  and  either  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  an- 
other national  bankruptcy..  But,  fifthly,  there  can  be  no 
reason  for  the  measure  proposed ;  because  it  is  much  mo^e 
simple  to  leave  the  present  demands  for  ten  millions  of  do^ 
lars  upon  their  present  footing,  until  the  apportionment  of 
that  whole  sum  can  be  m^ide  finally  to  pay  (from  whatever 
is  brought  in)  the  amount  of  all  existing  engagements,  to 
go  on  (should  collections  be  sufficient)  and  pay  off  a 
part  of  our  debts,  and  finally  to  make  no  new  requisitions, 
until  these  be  completely  complied  with.  By  that  period' 
Congress  will  be  able  to  decide  with  accuracy  on  the  sums 
necessary  for  annual  service  5  they  will  be  able  to  appor- 
tion their  demands'  accordingly,  and,  what  is  of  infinite 
importance,  they  will  have  set 'an  example  of  persisting 
regularly  in  a  measure,  until  a  full  and  final  compliance. 
I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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OCOKGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Rocky  HUl,  Auguit  30th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that 
BaroQ  Steuben  has  returned  from  Canada,  without  being 
able  to  accomplish  any  part  of  the  business  he  had  in  charge. 
In  consequence  of  which,  and  of  the  late  season  of  the 
year,  I  have  judged  it  impossible  to  take  possession  of  the 
western  posts  this  fall,  and  have  ordered  a  stop  to  be  put 
to  the  movement  of  troops  and  stores,  and  to  the  prepara- 
tions which  were  making  for  that  purpose ;  of 'which  I  have 
given  notice  to.  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  to  the 
contractors,  and  have  taken  every  other  precaution  in  my 
power  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unnecessary  ex,' 
penses. 

I  am,  &c.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  2d,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  25th  and  30th 
of  last  month.  The  latter  was  by  far  the  more  agreeable, 
for  I  confess  to  you.  Sir,  that  I  beheld  the  attempt  to  gar- 
rison the  western  posts  with  pain,  and  went  into  so  much 
of  it  as  concerns  my  department  with  ii^ite  reluctance. 
I  persuade  myself  that  the  only  effectual  means  of  getting 
a  good  American  establishment  of  any  kind  is,  to  be  so 
long  without  it  that  a  sense  of  the  want  shall  stimulate  the 
States  into  the  means  of  forming  it.  At  present  all  we  can 
do  is,  to  close  the  past  scene,  if  possible,  with  reputation. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CIRCULAR   TO   THE   COMMISSIONERS   OF   ACCOUNTS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

As  the  Commissioners,  botb  on  the  Accounts  of  the  De- 
partments and  on  those  of  the  States,  are  now  almost  ail 
appointed,  and  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  little  to  their  important 
employment.  And  this  I  do  with  a  view  to  the  future 
service  of  the  Union,  under  whatever  hands  the  adminis- 
tration may  faU. 

In  the  course  of  the  business  committed  to  your  care, 
you  will  have  occasion  to  travel  into  different  places,  and 
therefore  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  render  an  accu- 
rate account  .of  many  particulars,  which  it  is  iiiipor^iatit  to 
know.  A  well  regulated  system  of  finance  requires,  that 
money  be  raised  with  ease  to  the  people>  and  expended 
with  economy  to  the  public.  An  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  state  and  the  resources  of  a  country,  is  alike  es- 
sential to  both  of  these  objects. 

The  state  of  the  country  is  either  geographical^  morale 
poJiiicaly  or  commercial.  The  geographical  state  compre- 
hends, 

1st.  The  general  extent,  divisions,  and  subdivisions. 

2dly.  The  mountains,  rivers  and  roads,  with  their  re- 
spective courses  and  distances. 

3dly.  The  kind  and  quality  of  the  soil ;  and 

4thly.  The  natural  advantages  or  disadvantages  for  hus- 
bandry, manufactures,  or  commerce,  including  therein, 
mines,  minerals,  quarries,  salines,  and  the  like. 

The  moral  state  of  the  country  comprehends, 

1st.  The  population,  whether  numerous  or  not,  and 
whether  by  natives  or  emigrants. 
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'  2dly.  The  manners;  which  include  the  mode  of  life  6nd 
occupation  of  the  people,  from  those  who  live  by  hunting 
or  grazing,  to  the  husbandman,  and  so  on  to  the  most  per- 
fect mechanics. 

3dly.  The  husbandry  ;  by  which  is  meant  the  particular 
kinds  which  may  be  practised,  and  the  degree  of  improve- 
ment in  each.  The  various  climates  and  productions  of 
the  States,  as  well  as  their  different  periods  of  settlement 
and  relative  population,  have  rendered  this  article  ex- 
tremely various. 

4lhly.  The  arts;  by  which  is  not  so  much  intended  the 
fine,  as  the  useful  arts.  It  may,  however,  be  not  amiss  to 
mention  any  peculiar  or  remarkable  excellence  in  the 
former.  The  useful,  or  mechanic  arts^  being  in  some 
.  places  considerably  advanced,  and  in  others  hardly  estab- 
lishe(j,  and  the  wealth  of  the  country  depending  much 
upon  them,  it  will  be  well  to  know  the  subject  intimately. 

5thly»  The  buildings ;  these  may  be  either  public  or 
private.  The  former  may  be  noticed,  but  of  the  latter  an 
accurate  information  will  be  necessary,  seeing  that  in  gene- 
*rel  much  information  as  to  the  abilities  of  a  people  may  be 
derived  from  a  knowledge  of  the  houses  they  have  built ; 
wliether  these  be  of  logs,  for  shelter  of  the  ue^  and  indi- 
gent cultivator  J  or  of  stone,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
established  and  wealthy  husbandman.  So  also,  whether 
the  windows  be  glazed  or  not,  the  state  of  the  several  out- 
houses, &c.     And, 

6thly.  The  improvements ;  which  will  comprehend,  of 
land,  from  the  first  clearing  of  a  forest,  to  the  watering  and 
dyking  of  meadows  and  swamps;  and  of  buijdings,  from  a 
common  saw  mill,  to  all  the  various,  furnaces,  forges,  mills, 
and  machines,  which  may  be  met  with  in  the  progress  of 
your  inquiries. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  409 

The  political  state  of  the  country  comprehends, 

1st.  The  constitution  of  government ;  which  is  not 
merely  the  paper  form,  but  the  practice  under  it ;.  and 
tiiat  will  depend  much  u|Kjfi  the  tendency  of  the  people 
towards  aristocratioal  or  democratical  dispositions.  The 
former  may  be  expected,  where  large  tracts  of  territory 
are  in  ihe  hands  of  a  few,  and  the  latter  where  a  consid- 
erable equality  of  fortunes  is  found  in  cities*  But  neither 
of  these  circumstances,  though  forcible,  is  conclusive,  and 
therefore  it  is,  that  the  knowledge  collected  on  the  spot  by 
conversation  and  observation,  becomes  useful. 

2dly.  The  magistracy  ;  by  which  b  meant  not  only  tlie 
mode  of  appointment,  the  names,  the  powers,  and  the  ju- 
risdictions, but  what  is  far  more  imprtant,  the  authority, 
which  materially  depending  upon  the  respect  paid  to  the 
magistracy,  must  be  much  influenced  by  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  the  magistrates ;  and  by  that  character  is  not  so 
much  intended  the  reputation  of  a  few  individuals,  as  of 
the  whole  corps,  and  frr  a  considerable  space  of  time. 

3dly.  The  interior  police ;  which  is  intimately  connected 
with,  and  mutually  acted  upon  by  the  former.  This  dif- 
fers widely  in  the  different  States,  and  is  the  more  neces* 
sary  to  be  known,  as  Various  branches  of  it  may  either  fa- 
cilitate or  oppose  the  public  measures. 

4thly.  The  revenue  ;  and  under  this  head  is  particularly 
to  be  noted  the  modes  of  laying,  levying,  and  collecting 
taxes,  the  time  and  the  expense  which  are  employed,  and 
the  delays  and  the  frauds  which  happen.  To  these  will 
be  added,  the  ammmt  brought  into  the  treasurj^  and,  as 
far  as  may  be,  the  quantum  appropriated  to  public  uses; 
and,  , 
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5tlily.  The  credit,  both  public  find  firivBte ;  the  ibrmer 
of  which  has  a  close  connexion  with  the  revenue. 

Tiie  comroerciai  state  of  the  country,  comprehends, 

Ist.  The  produce;  under  which  tenn  is  inckided  not 
only  the  raw  material,  but  the  ruder  manufactures ;  such 
far  instance,  as  flour  from  wheat,  iron  from  ore,  and  the 
like. 

2dly.  The  roads  and  navigation  to  the  several  ports ;  on 
the  facility  whereof  must  greatly  depend  the  prices  of 
things,  and  even  the  practicability  of  obtaining  them. 

3dly.  The  imports  and  exports,  with  the  places  to  and 
from  which  the  same  are  made ;  the  former  as  precisely 
as  possible^  and  the  latter  in  «uch  general  terms  as  may 
convey  a  tolerably  just  idea  of  the  principal  branches  and 
connexions  of  foreign  commerce. 

4thiy.  The  value  of  lands;  which  though  a  result  from 
various  heads  already  mcniioued,  Jias  a  more  intimate  con- 
nexion with  commerce ;  and, 

5thly.  The  value  of  money ;  by  which  is  not  so  much 
meant  the  coins,  as  the  rates  of  interest  a<^ually  paid,  and 
the  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  interest. 

The  resources  of  a  State  are  twofold,  being  either  those 
which  exist  and  may  be  drawn  forth  and  applied  in  peace, 
for  the  various  purposes  which  may  then  occur  to  meKo- 
rate  or  beautify  the  country,  such  as  the  opening  of  interior 
navigation,  mending  of  roads,  and  erecting  of  buildings ; 
or  those  which  can  be  exerted  for  the  purposes  of  war, 
either  offensive  or  defensive.  The  resources  in  peace  will 
appear  from  due  reflection  on  the  informaition  already 
asked  ;  as  witl  indeed,  in  a  great  degree,  those  for  war, 
particularly  cfFensive  war.  But  still  there  remain  some 
particulars  worthy  of  notice  ;   such  as, 
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l9t*  The  number  of  men  which  m^j  be  brought  into 
the  publie  service ;  being  either  seamen  of  soldiers ;  ftnd 
consequently  ilife  ncntiber  of  each  shduid  be  distm* 
giiished. 

2d)y.  The  quality  of  provisions  and  the  kinds. 

Sdly;  The  forage  of  different  kind^;  and, 

"^hly.  The  Vari^JKJs  means  of  transportation,  such  as 
iiorses,  wagons,  boats,  &6c. 

Havirtg  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  the  principal  objects  on 

w^ieh  I  wish  for  information,  I  must  now  request,  that  you 

will  endeavor  to  collect  it  as  speedily  and  as  perfeetfy  aa 

your  nietins  and  opportunities  may  permit,  and  ttiat  you 

will  transmit  it  as  fast  aait  is  obtained,  biir  always  in  letters 

which  contain  no  other  matter,  and  arranged  regularly 

under  the  several  titles  which  have  been  mentioned ;  but 

ae  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  various  matters  which 

mey  arise,  and  the  ooenvrenees  which  will  impress  them- 

selves  on  an  intel^ent  and  mquisitive  mind,  you  will  be 

pleased  under  tlie  head  of  Miscellaneous  Observations^  to 

traoiBniit  any  such  things  as  you  may  think  useful- or  im- 

portant  to  be  known* 

1  am^  Sirs  ^* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JOBN    ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  20^,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored   with   your  Excellency's 

favors  of  the  5th,   10th,   and    llth  of  July.     I  have 

take^n  the  liberty  to  make  some  extracts  from  the  two 

latter,  which  are  transmitted  in  a  letter  to    the  Gov- 
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ernor  of  Massachusetts,  a  copy,  whereof  is  enclosed. 
Permit  me,  Sir,  to  give  my  feeble  approbation  and 
applause  for  those  sentiments  of  wisdom  and  integrity, 
which  are  as  happily  expressed  as  they  are  forcibly 
conceived.  The  necessity  of  strengthening  our  con- 
federation, providing  for  our  debts,  and  forming  some 
federal  constitution,  begins  to  be  most  seriously  felt. 
But  unfortunately  for  America,  the  narrow  and  illib* 
eral  prejudices  of  some  have  taken  such  deep  root, 
that  it  must  be  difficult  and  may  prove  impracticable 
to  remove  them*. 

I  agree  with  you,  Sir,  in  opinion,  that  the  late  peace 
was  not,  all  circumstances  considered,  a  bad  one  for 
England.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  peace  equally  glorious 
to,  and  necessary  for,  America.  All  ranks  of  men  in 
this  country  feel,  as  well  as  perceive,  the  benefit*  of 
it,  and  the  fault  finders  (for  such  men  there  always 
will  be)  are  borne  down  by  the  general  torrent  of 
applause. 

I  was  happy  to  learn  by  the  Washington  packet^ 
that  you  intended  a  short  trip  to  Amsterdam  {or  the 
purpose  of  urging  on  the  loan.  I  hope  you  may  have 
met  with  the  success  due  to  your  zeal  and  abilities;  I 
shall  ask  no  greater. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FEANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance.  September  30th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of 
the  7th  of  March  and  27th  of  July.  For  both  of  them, 
accept  my  thanks.  You  express  an  apprehension  lest 
the  union  between  France  and  America  should  be 
diminished  by  accounts  from  your  side  of  the  water. 
This  apprehension  does  you  equai  honor  as  a  states- 
nr>an  and  as  a  man.  Every  principle,  which  ought  to 
actuate  the  councils  of  a  nation,  requires  from  us  an 
affectionate  conduct  towards  France,  and  I  very  sin- 
cerely lament  those  misapprehensions,  which  have 
indisposed  some  worthy  men  towards  that  nation, 
w^hose  treasure  and  blood  have  been  so  freely  expended 
for  us. 

I  believe  the  truth,  with  respect  to  some,  to  be  this. 
A  warm  attachment  to  America  has  prevented  them 
from  making  due  allowances  in  those  cases  where  their 
country  was  concerned.  Under  certain  prepossessions 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  think,  that  the  French  Min- 
istry might  do  more  for  us,  and  it  was  quite  as  natural 
for  the  Ministers  to  think,  that  we  ought  to  have  done 
more  for  ourselves.  The  moment  of  treaty  with  Eng- 
land was  6f  course  the  moment  of  profession  with 
English  Ministers.  I  fear  that  the  impressions  made 
by  these  were  for  a  little  while  rather  more  deep  than  * 
was  quite  necessary.  But  the  same  love  of  America, 
which  had  raised  such  strong  irritability  where  her 
interests  were  concerned,  will  of  course  stimcrlate  it  to 
an  equal  degree  when  those  interests  are  assailed  from 
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another  quarter.  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assure 
you,  that  the  esteem  of  this  country  for  France  is  not 
diminished,  and  that  the  late  representations  have  not 
been  so  unfavorable  as  you  fear. 

Our  commerce  is  flowing  very  flist  toward?  Great 
Britain,  and  that  from  causes  which  must  forever  in* 
fluence  the  commercial  part  of  society.  Some  articles 
are  furnished  by  Britain  cheaper,  many  aa  cheap^  and 
all  on  a  long  credit.  Her  merchants  are  attentive  and 
punctual.  In  her  porta  our  vessels  meet  with  des- 
patch. I  say  nothing  of  language  and  manners,  be* 
cause  I  do  not  think  their  influence  ao  sirong  on  com- 
merce  as  many  people  suppose,  but  what  is  of  no  little 
importance  is,  that  the  English  having  farmed  our 
taste,  are  more  in  a  capacity  to  gratify  that  taste  by 
the  nature  and  fashion  of  their  manu&etures*  There 
is  another  circumstance,  also,  which  must  not  be  for- 
gotten.  The  great  demand  for  French  meniifiietures 
djuring  the  war  increased  the  price  of  m^nys  and  .some 
time  will  be  required  before,  it  caq,  by  a  faiir  competi* 
tion^  be  discovered,  which  of  the  two  couoiries, 
France  or  England,  can  jupply  us  cheapest  The 
delays  in  the  public  bUls  is  a  further  cireumstanoe 
which  militates  (a  momentary  obstacle)  agaiittt  the 
trade  with  France. 

I  must,  therefore,  mention  to  you,  also,  a  matter 
which  is  of  great  effect.  Until  we  can  navigiate  the 
•  Mediterraneao  in  safety^  we  cannot  trade  in  our  own 
bottoms  with  the  ports  of  France  or  Spain,  which  are 
on  that  ae9-  And  we  certainly  wiU  not  trade  lliere  in 
foreign  bottoms,  because  we  do  not  find  the  same  <s}q-» 
veniences  and  advantage  in  so  doipg,  as  in  our  own 
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Tessels;  uokM)  indoMl,  it  be  on  board  of  Eoglrah 
shipb.  This  nay  be  a  db^^reeable  fact,  but  it  is  not 
tbe  less  a  fact. 

I  belteTe  that  infornuitioiis  are  trattsmttled  hence  to 
the  Court)  whteh  they  ought  not  to  rely  on.  Their 
servants  doohtless  do  their  duty  in  transmitung  such 
infioraiation,  but  I  am  persuaded  that  they  are  them* 
selves  not  wofl  informed.  Indeed  it  is  quite  aaturai^ 
that  men  should  mUtake  when  they  examioe  and  tr^it 
of  aau1)jeot  with  whitth  they  are  unacquainted.  And 
It  cannpt  well  be  supposed,  that  f>oliticaI  cbaraGters  are 
eimipetettt  to  decide  on  the  advantages  and  disadvan^ 
tagee  of  allowing  to^  or  withholding  from  us,  a  share 
in  the  o^rying  trade.  On  this  subject  I  wall  make  a 
further  obsenraUon,  and  you  may  rely  on  it,  that  I 
speak  to  yoU  m\$k  eandpr  and  ainoerity,  not  with  a 
view  to  Making  any  impressions  foa  the  Cie«>rt.  You 
may  cotjiimiokate  or  wtthbdd  i^at  I  say,  and  th^y 
may  or  may  not,  apply  it  to  thek  ow*n  purposes.  If 
aay thing  will  totally  ruin- «tjhe  commerce  of  England 
with  this  oduntry,  it  is  her  blind  attaehment  to  her 
ttavigation  ac^  This  act  whkh  never  was  the  real 
foundation  of  her  naval  superiority,  may  ami  perhafia 
will  he  the  cause  of  hs  deatruttion.  If  France  pes*- 
sesses  ^ommexwial  wisdom,  she  will  take  care  no(t  4o 
iiiiili^  the  oendfuet  of  her  riviaL 

Tiie  West  India  Islands  can  be  stapplied' twenty  per 
cent  clieaper  in  American  than,  in  French  €»*  Bnitiah 
bottoms,  I  will  not  trouUe  you  'with  the  reasoni^  b«it 
you  may  rely  on  lihe  fact  The  prtoe  of  the  produae 
of  any  ^coiintry  must  meterioily  depend  on  the  <sheap- 
ness  ixf  sphsistence.     The  price  at  which  that  pnoduce 
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can  be  vended  abroad  most  depend  on  the  fecility  of 
conveyance.  Now  admitting  for  a  moment  (which 
by  the  by  is  not  true)  that  France  might,  by  some- 
tiling  like  a  British  navigation  act,  increase  her  ships 
and  her  seamen ;  these  things  would  necessarily  fol- 
low. Isl.  Her  Islands  would  be  less  wealthy,  and 
tberefore  less  able  to  consume  and  pay  for  her  manu« 
factures.  2dty.  The  produce  of  those  Islands  would 
be  less  cheap,  and  therefore  less  able  to  sustain  the 
weight  of  duties,  and  support  a  competition  in  Xoreign 
markets.  3dly.  The  commerce  with  this  country 
would  be  greatly  lessened,  because  that  every  Amer- 
lean  ship,  which  finds  herself  in  a  Freneh,  English, 
or  other  port,  will  naturally  seek  a  freight  there,  rather 
than  go  elsewhere  to  look  for  it;  because  in  many 
commodities  the  difference  of  price  in  different  parts 
will  not  compensate  the  time  and  cost  of  going  from 
place  to  place  to  look  after  them.  To  these  principal 
reasons  might  be  added  many  others  of  less  weight, 
thoiigh  not  of  little  influence,  such  as  the  probable  in- 
crease of  commercial  intercourse,  by  increasing  the 
connexions  and  acquaintances  of  individuals.  To  this 
and  to  every thiiig  else  which  can  be  said  on.  the  sub- 
ject by  an  American,  I  know  there  is  one  short  an- 
swer always  ready,  viz.  that  we  seek  to  increase  our 
own  wealth.  So  {fit  from  denying  that  this  is  among 
my  motives,  I  place  it  as  the  foremost,  and  setting 
aside  that  gratitude  which  I  feel  for  France,  I  do  not 
s^uple  to  declare,  that  a  regard  to  the  Interests  of 
America  is,  with  respect  to  all  nations  of  the  world 
my  political  compa^.  But  the  different  nations  of 
Europe   shoqld    consider,   that   in   proportion    to  the 
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wealth  of  this  country  will  be',  her  ability  to  pay  for 
.those  commodities,  which  all  of  them  are  pressing  us 
to  buy. 

Our  people  still  contimte  as  remi»  «s  ever  in  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes.  Much  of  this,  as  you  justly  ohservei 
arises  from  the.  difficulties  of  collection.  But  those  diffi- 
cuhies  are  much  owing  to  an  ignorance  of  proper  modesi 
and  an  unwillingness  to  adopt  them.  In  short,  though  all 
are  content  to  acknowledge,  that  there  is  a  certain  burden 
of  taxation  which  ought  to  be  borue,  yet  each  is  desirous 
of  shifting  if  from  his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  his  neigh- 
bors. Time  will,  I  hope,  produce  a  remedy  to  the  evils 
under  which  we  labor,  btU  it  may  also  increase  them. 

Your  applications  to  the  Court  for  aid  are  certaii^ly  well 
calculated  to^  obtain  it ;  but  I  am  not  much  surprised  at 
your  ill  success.  Indeed  I  should  have  been  much  sur- 
prised if  you  had  been  more  fortunate.  Of  all  men  I  was 
placed  in  the  situation  to  take  the  deepest  concern  in  the 
event,  but  I  cannot  disapprove  of  the  refusal,  for  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  db  more  for  ourselves  before  we  ask  the  aid 
of  others.  Copies  of  your  letters  to  the  C<^t  were  laid 
before  CSongress,  and  also  the  copy  of  the  new  contract. 
I  will  enclose  with  this  a  further  copy  of  the  ratification  of 
the  old,  if  I  can  detain  it  in  season  from  Princeton,  where 
the  Congress  now  are. 

I  have  written  also  on  ihe  subject  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Farmers-General,  and  should  Congress  give  me  any  orders 
about  it,  I  shall  attend  carefully  to  the  execution.  The 
conduct  they  have  maintained  with  regard  to  us  has  been . 
generous,  and  will  demand  a  return  of  gratitude  as  well  as 
of  justice.  This  I  hope  my  countrymen  will  always  be 
disposed  to  pay.  I  shall  take  somo  projier  opportunity  of 
VOL.  XII.  63 
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writing  to  the  Farmers-General,  but  will  wfiit  a  while  to 
know  what  may  be  the  determination  of  Congress  on  their, 
affairs. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find,  that  by  the  proposed 
estabUshment  of  packets,  we  shall  shortly  foe  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  more  regular  and  connected  correspondence; 
(or  although  I  shaH  not  myself  be  much  longer  in  public 
office,  I  feel  for  those  .who  are  or  will  be  charged  with  the 
afiairs  of  our  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  will 
naturally  occur,  however,  that  a  good  cypher  must  be  made 
use  of  not  unfrequently,  when  despatches  are  trusted  to 
foreigners.  They  have  no  regard  either  to.  propriety  or 
even  decency  where  letters  are  concerned. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ARTHUR   LEE. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  4Ui,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  last  month, 
desiring  information  as  to  the  reality  of  a  contract  with,  and 
instructions  to  Mr  Deane.  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of 
the  contract  mentioned.  The  instructioni^  to  Mr  Deane 
are,  I  presume,  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs. 

The  facts  under  this  contract  are  generally  as  follows, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  Money  was  advanced 
to  me,  which  I  expended  in  shipment  of  cargoes  from 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  and  have  long  since  ac- 
counted for.  Money  was  also  advanced  to  Messrs  Lewis, 
Livingston  and  AIsop,  and,  I  believe,  expended  by  some 
or  one  of  them  in  shipments  from  New  York  and  Connec- 
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ticut,  but  the  accounts  are  not  yet  closed ;  wUich  is  one 
among  many  reasons  why  a  commissioner  should  be  ap- 
pointed or  authorised  to  setde  the  accounts  of  the  secret 
and  commercial  committees. 

Of  the  several  shipments  made,  some  arrived^  some  were 
taken,  some  were  detained  by  the  enemy's  naval  power. 
The  risks  becoming  great,  it  was  thought  most  adviseable  to 
abandon  the  farther  prosecution  of  the  plan ;  which  the  par- 
ties to  the  contract,  then  in  thb  country,  cheerfully  con- 
sented to,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  proceeds  of  those 
shipments,  which  might  have  arrived,  should  be  carried 
into  the  general  public  accounts.  Mr  Deane  went  to  Eu- 
rope under  this  contract ;  and  being  unable,  from  the  re- 
mittances sent,  to  complete  the  intentions  of  his  voyage, 
has,  I  believe,  carried  the  amount  of  those  remittances  into 
his  general  accounts  witli  the  United  States.  These  ac- 
counts are  among  those  which  Mr  Barclay  is  appointed  to 
settle,  and  I  presume  that  no  allowance  will  be  made,  such 
as  claimed  by  Mr  Deane,  until  he  shall  have  produced  the 
contract  and  instructions  to  which  be  refers  for  support  of 
his  claim;  por  then,  unless  very  completely  supported  or 
specially  allowed  by  Congress. 

I  believe  Mr  Barclay  is  now  employed  in  making  that 
adjustment,  and  I  suppose,  that  after  he  shall  have  gone 
through  Mr  Deane's  accounts,  admitted  such  charges  as 
ought  clearly  to  be  admitted,  and  rejected  such  as  ought 
clearly  to  be  rejected,  there  will  remain  some  articles  on 
which  he  wiH  apply  to  Congress  for  their  special  decision ; 
in  which  case  he  will  naturally  transmit  all  the  evidence 
which  Mr  Deane  may  have  exhibited. 

With  perfect^  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


430  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   M.   ]>B    LA   LU2BAN£. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
^  1  Itb  instant  If  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  which 
arose  before  the  commencement  of  my  administratbn  had 
depended  on  me,  neither  M.  Holker  nor  any  other  person 
should  hare  had  c;mse  of  complaint.  The  perplexed  situ- 
ation of  those  accounts  rendered  it  necessary  for  Congress 
to  submit  them  to  the  investigation  of  special  commission- 
ers, who  have  but  lately  commenced  their  operations.  I 
shall  imnMdiately  trabsmit  a  copy  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  to  the  gentleman  who  may  be  charged  with  those  ac* 
counts  in  which  M.  Holker  is  concerned,  and  request  his 
atlentioa  to  the  subject. 

That  any  person  should  suppose  the  apprehension  of 
being  taxed  with  favor  to  an  individual,  wouM  induce  me 
to  delay  the  justice  due  alike  to  all,  is  so  extraordinary, 
that  your  Excellency  must  permit  me  to  express  my  sur- 
prise at  meeting  the  idea  in  a  letter  from  the  King's  Min- 
ister. 

Widi  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS    WILLINK   &  CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  23d,  1788. 

Grentlemen, 
Upon  taking  a  view  of  my  various  engagements  for  the 
public  service,  and   considering  the   great  anticipations, 
which  have  Been  made  at  the  period  when  our  brave  army 
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quitted  the  field,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  that  the  sum  of 
about  three  hundred  thousand  ddlars  would  be  necessary 
for  me  over  and  above  the  probable  produce  of  our  taxes, 
to  clear  oflT  all  those  engagements,  and  enable  me  to  lay 
down  the  burdens  of  official  life  in  a  consistent  and  proper 
manner,  should  the  situation  of  public  afiairs  then  admit  of 
it.  This  circumstance,  however  nearly  it  interests  my 
personal  feelings,  is  still  more  interesting  to  my  country  } 
because  a  regular  and  punctual  performance  of  engage- 
ments, while  it  establishes  confidence,  ensures  the  means 
of  future  punctuality. 

Revolving  much  on  this  subject  in  ipy  own  mind,  I  have 
been  led  to  consider  also,  that  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, which  is  very  favorable,  may  not  continue  wheo 
tobacco,  rice,  indigOi  and  the  other  produce'of  (he  south- 
ern States  shall  be  freely  exported  in  remittances  to 
Europe.  And  if  the  exchange  should  lower,  there  will 
be  a  loss  on  the  bills  of  the  United  States,  which  I  would 
always  wish  to  prevent.  Besides  this  there  is  another  im- 
portant circumstance,  which  is,  that  if  the  drafts  are  sus- 
pended until  notice  of  the  success  of  your  loan,,  so  as  to 
lodge  the  money,  the  public  will  be  paying  interest,  both 
here  and  in  Europe  for  the  same  sum  ;  which  ought,  yoii 
know,  as  much  as  possible  to  be  avoided. 

Under  these  different  impressions,  the  natural  conduct 
ivouid  have  been,  to  vend  my  bills  very  boldly,  and  trust 
to  the  success  of  those  exertions,  which  you  will  undoubt- 
edly make.  But  here  it  was  proper  to  consider,  that  if 
unforeseen  circumstances  should  in  any  manner  have  put 
a  check  upon  your  operations,  the  consequence  might 
have  been  a  very  great  incoqvenience,  and  perhaps  injury 
to  you,  which  1  would  always  wish  to  avoid,  together  with 
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a  loss  of  credit,  coupled  with  the  payment  of  heavy  dam- 
ages to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  adopted  a  middle  line,  of  conduct, 
whidi  will  combine  the  advantages  and  avoid  the  incon- 
veniences, both  of  delay  and  of  precipitation.  I  have 
drawn  three  sets  of  exchange,  all  dated  on  the  21st  instant, 
(the  time  when  they  were  drawn)  and  each  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  current  guilders,  payable  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  days'  sight.  These  bills  are  numbered 
one  hundred  and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  ninetytwo, 
and  one  hundred  and  ninetythree ;  the  first  in  favor  of  John 
Ross,  the  second  in  favor  of  Peter  Whiteside  &  Co.,  and 
the  third  in  favor  of  Isaac  Ha^elhurst.  All  these  are  solid 
houses,  upon  whose  fidelity  and  punctuality  I  can  place  equal 
dependence.  1  luve  taken  from  them  proper  stipulations  to 
pay  at  the  end  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  each  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  by  which  means  I  have  secured 
the  immediate  vent  of  that  sum  at  the  very  highest  ex- 
change. And  it  is  further  agreed  between  us,  that  in  case 
of  protest,  (which  God  forbid  should  happen)  the  public, 
shall  not  be  charged  with  damages ;  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  which  is,  that  the  bills  will  not  be  negotiated 
further  than  to  place  the  amount  in  the  bands  of  their 
friends,  which  is  indeed  fully  understood  between  us. 
You  will  see  also,  that  in  this  mode  I  shall  bring  to  the. 
public  use  here  (allowing  about  two  months  for  -the  bills  to 
be  presented)'  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
near  three  months  before  it  is  paid  by  you. 

From  this  explanation,  which  I  have  entered  into  in 
prder  to  show  you  the  full  grounds  of  my  procedure, 
V  because  I  knew  how  much  more  satisfactorily  business  is 
conducted  when  all  circumstances  are  known,  you    will 
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perceive  that  my  bills  already  advised  of,  are  first  to  meet 
due  honor,  and  consequently  funds  set  apart  for  their  ab- 
solveroent.  These  three  new  bills  then  come  in  their 
course,  and  I  miust  entreat  you,  Gentlemen^  to  honor  them 
also,  even  if  you  have  not  tbo  funds,  provided  a  view  of 
fair  prospects  can  render  it  at  all  consistent  with  that  pru- 
dence, which  must  doubtlessly  influence  you  in  such  im- 
portapt  concerns.  I  must  also  request,  that  you  will  give 
me,  by  various  conveyances,  the  most  immediate  notice  of 
your  acceptance,  because  I  shall  from  that  moment  be  able, 
by  discount,  to  bring  the  securities  given  by  those  gentle- 
men into  operation. ' 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  FARHERS-GENERAV  OF  FRANCE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  4th,  ^763. 
OentlemeD, 

The  Honorable  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  having  done 
me  the  honor  to  transmh  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  of 
the  17th  of  July  last,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  after 
tbe  receipt  of  it,  to  submit  that  business  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress;  who  by  their  Act  of  the  1st  instant, 
whereof  a  copy  is  enclosed,  have  instructed  me  to  inform 
you,  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  your  generous  attention 
to  the  circumstances  of  tbe  war,  in  which  these  United 
States  have  been  so  long  engaged,  and  which,  interrupting 
their  commerce,  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  seasonable 
remittances  to  satisfy  tbe  balance  so  justly  due  on  the  loan 
made  by  you. 
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I  am  further  instructed,  Gentlemen,  to  assure  you  that  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  providing  for  the 
national  debt,  hj  their  Act  of  the  18th  day  of  April,  1783, 
were  not  unmindful  of  your  demands,  and  that  when  the 
system  thereby  adopted  for  the  relief  of  public  creditors 
shall  have  taken  effect,  the  interest  accrueing  on  the  balance 
due  to  you,  will  be  punctually  remitted. 

If,  Gentlemen,  this  arrangement  shall  not  prove  satis- 
factory to  you,  I  am  further  instructed  to  assure  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  that  all  the  means  in  their 
power  shall  be  employed  to  discharge  the  principal  sum 
due  to  you,  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  public  finances 
will  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Act  of  the  18th  of  April  for  your  better  information 
on  this  subject,  and  take  the  liberty  to  add,  Gentlemen,  to 
the  assurances  just  given  on  the  part  of  my  sovereign,  that 
every  effort  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to  comply  with 
such  ulterior  orders  as  may  be  issued,  as  well  as  torender 
you  any  acceptable  services  in  my  power. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  S^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS  ON  AN  EXTRACT  TROM  THE  JOUR- 
NALS OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  Extract  from  the*  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  begs  leave  to  report; 

That  the  said  ex|ract  consists  of  two  parts ;  the  former 
whereof  contains  certain  matters  reported  by  a  committee 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  ^5 

of  that  honorable  House,  in  consequence  of  a  conference 
held  with  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
said  State,  the  which  matters  are  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  appear  to  have  been  considered  by  the  House  as 
facts.  The  latter  part  contains  reasonings  upon  the  former, 
and  resolutions  in  consequence  thereof.  Pursuing  there- 
fore the  same  line,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  must 
take  leave  to  observe,  that  the  former  part  of  the  said  ex- 
tract implies  an  inattention  on  his  part  to  the  orders  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  and  an  assumption  of  powers 
not  delegated.  He  humbly  prays  to  submit  both  of  these^ 
charges  to  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  Congress,  who  have 
long  since  had  before  them  aH  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commissioners  for  settling  accounts,  together  with  a  report 
on  tlie  reference  mentioned  in  the  extract ;  wherefore  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  thit  if  Undue  negligence  or  the  arrogating 
of  power  had  appeared,  it  would  not  have  passed  unnoticed. 
It  is  furtlier  to  be  observed,  that  the  doubts  stated  by  the 
said  commissioner  and  the  difficulties  under  which  he  is 
supposed  to  labor,  must  have  chiefly  originated  in  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  himself,  because  that  such  lioubts  and 
difficulties  have  not  occurred  to  the  commissioners  em- 
ployed in  other  States,  and  because  they  would  easily  have 
been  obviated  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  Acts  and 
instructions  in  his  possession ;  excepting  only  in  one  point, 
viz.,  "Whether  charges  for  buildings,  fences,  wood,  &c. 
damaged  or  destroyed  by  continental  troops,  or  militia,  are 
to  be  allowed  ?"  This  question  (which  can  only  be  resolved 
by  special  Act  of  Congress)  is  not  to  be  found  among 
twelve  questions  proposed  by  the  commissioner  to  Con- 
gress ;  but  among  nine  proposed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance. 
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'  It  is  stated  in  the  said  extract,  *'that  by  the  instiructions 
from  the  Office  of  Finance  to  the  said  commissioner,  be  is 
enjoined  a  strict  attention  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
23d  of  August,  1780,  touching  aU  certificates  generally; 
that  this  resolve  introduces  an  entire  new  method  of  grant- 
ing cerli6cates ;  that  to  require  those  new  forms  in  certifi- 
cates, granti»d  before  they  were  instituted,  is  requiring  an 
impossibility,  or  (in  other  words)  is  a  refusal  to  liquidate 
any  certificate  given  before  the  23d  of  August^  1780." 
Were  this  the  case,  doubtless  there  would  be  sufficient  cause 
of  c6mpla!nt  and  shsrp  animadversion ;    but  the  Acts  and 
instructions,  all  which  are  in  possession  of  Congress,   will 
show  the  state  of  facts  to  be  as  follows.     The  Act  of  Con* 
gress  of  the  20th  of  February,  1782,  speaking  of  the  com- 
missioner contains  ihe  following  words ;  "That  he  be  also 
fully  empowered  and  directed,  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in 
specie  value,  all  certificates  given  for  supplies  by  public 
officers  to  individuals,  and  other  claims  against  the  United 
States,  by  individuals  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  the 
transportation  thereof,  and  contingent  expenses  thereon, 
within  the  said  State,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity 
and  good  conscience,  in  all  cases  which  are  not  or  shall 
not  be  provided  for  by  Congress^    Under  this  Act  of 
Congress,  the  Controller  of  the  Treasury  issued  certain 
instructions,  which  were  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Finance,  thereby  drrcciing  each  of  the  several  commis- 
sioners "lo  open  an  account  with  the  principal  of  each  de- 
partment, for  the  time  being,  and  with  every  person  who  is 
properly  accountable  for  articles  purchased  bj-  or  delivered 
to  him.     In  which  they  must  be  changed  respectively  mth 
all  such  articles i  and  for  which  they  are  to  account  with  the 
commissioners  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  to  adjust  ihe 
accounts  of  these  departments  respectively.^^ 
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The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  7tb  September,  1782,  after  referring  to  the 
Controller's  instructions,  calls  their  attention  to  two  partic- 
ulars, the  former  whereof  is  not  inaterial  to  the  present 
point,  and  the  latter  is  as  follows ;  ''  In  settling  the  accounts 
with  individuals,  you  will  consider  that  artful  men  have 
jreqaently  taken  advantage  ofthepublky  and  that,  in  many 
instances,  pvblic  officers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  tveak 
and  unprotected.  You  will  therefore  always  remember 
that  it  is  your  duty  to  do  justice.^^  The  two  commis- 
sioners who  were  first  appointed  after  considering  the  Acts 
of  Congress  and  the  several  instructions  given  to  then),  pro- 
posed, among  others,  the  following  question,  "Whether  cer- 
tificates given  to  individuals  are  to  be  taken  as  they  stand, 
and  new  ones  given  for  their  amount ;  or  whether  they  are  to 
be  re-examined  and  new  prices  affixed  to  the  articles  when 
they  have  been  over  or  under  charged  1  The  Superintend- 
ent and  Controller  entered  into  a  consultation  together, 
and  the  following  answer  was  returned.  "Certificates  given 
by  quarter  masters  or  commissioners  ^  to  individuals,  must 
be  re-examined,  the  articles  shown,  and  their  value  deter- 
mined,  that  the  receiver  of  them  may  be  charged  and  made 
accountable  to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  respec- 
tive departments.  See  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
of  August,  1780,  relating  to  them,  which  must  be  strictly 
attended  to." 

This  question  and  answer  is  regularly  transmitted  by  the 
Controller  to  all  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
the  accounts  between  the  individual  States  and  the  Union. 
The  commissioner  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  hati 
therefore  the  matters  above  recited  in  his  possession  when 
he  proposed  to  Congress  the  following  qu^estions.     "Are 
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certificates  or  receipts  given  by  quofrter  mastersi  commis- 
saries, their  deputFes,  assistants,  agei)ts>  ov  other  public 
officers  for  supplies  furnished,  before  ilie  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780,  to  be  taken  as  they  9tand,  and  new  ones  given 
for  their  amount,  estimated  in  specie  ?  Are  certificates 
issued  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  resolution  of 
Congress,  23d  of  August,  to  be  taken  up  and  new  ones 
given?"  These' questions  were,  among  others,  referred  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance ;  who  thereupon  informed 
the  commissioner,  that  the  answer  thereto  was  in  the  Act  of 
Congress,  the  letter  from  the  Superintendent,  and  the  ques- 
tion and  answer  above  quoted.  Surely  there  is  nothing  in 
either  which  requires  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Act 
of  the  23d  of  August ^  1780,  in  certificates  granted  befbre 
they  were  instituted.  The  commissioner  is  indeed  refer- 
red to  that  Act,  and  directed  to  pay  attention  to  it ;  but 
the  evident  construction  of  this  order,  limits  it  to  certificates 
issued  under  the  Act.  And  even  if  that  were  not  the  case, 
^  yet  when  the  whole  of  the  instructions  (or  rather  the  an- 
swers) which  are  complained  of,  is  taken  together,  there 
cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  For  among  the  com- 
missioner's questions  to  the  Superintendent  is  the  following ; 
'^How  are  claims  for  supplies  furnished^  or  services  per- 
formed by  an  individual,  who  is  destitute  of  a  certificate  or 
any  kind  of  voucher,  having  only  a  bare  charge  agakst  the 
United  Slates  for  the  same,  to  be  settled  ?  Will  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  claimant  make  the  charge  g6od?" 
And  he  shortly  after  asked  Congress,  "How  are  claims 
for  supplies  furnished,  for  public  use  by  an  individual,  who 
is  destitute  of  a  proper  voucher,  to  be  auibenticatied  ?"  To 
both  these  queries  the  answer  given  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, (and  which  forms  part  of  the  instructions  complained 
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of)  is  as  follows*    "They  relate  to  the  same  point,  viz. 
What  evidetice  shaU  establish  claims  ?    It  appears,  that  the 
article  passed  in  favor  of  the  claimant  roust  charge  some 
other  person,  and  that,  public  notice  is  to  be  given  of  the 
tiroes  and  places  of  settlement^  that  both  parties  may  at* 
tend.      Under   these  circumstances,   if  the   demand    is 
grounded  on  principles  of  equity^  and  the  evidence  pro- 
duced satisfies  the  conscience  of  the  commissioner,  he  is 
bound  to  pass  it,  hy  the  Act  of  Congress.^^    Now  it  must 
be  remerobered,.  that  the  commissioner .  is  (by  the  Act  un- 
der which  he  was  appointed)  empowered  and  directed  to 
liquidate,  &q.  according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and  good 
consdencCf  in  aU  cases  which  are  not  or  shfdl  not  be  pro- 
vided  for  by  Congress.     The  answers  therefore  given  by 
the  Superintendent  to  his  questions,  are  no  more  than  ap- 
plications of  the  Act,  to  the  doubts  which  he  had  suggested. 
It  is  Ignore  than  probable  that  if  the  honorable  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  communicated  with  the  Superintendent 
on  this  subject,  they  would  not  have  assumed  the  same 
ground  of  reasoning  which  they  appear  to  have  done. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  said  extract,  "that  certificates  given 
for  personal  services,  wages  or  hire,  are  rejected ;"  in  an- 
swer to  which  it  can  only  be  said,  that  if  the  claimants 
are  officers  or  persons  acting  in  any  of  the  departments,  the 
certificates  ought  to  be  rejected  by  the  commissionek*  for 
the  State,  because  such  accounts  are  to  be  liquidated  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  departments  respectively ;  but  if 
other  claims  have  been  rejected  by  the  commissioner,  he 
must  have  been  under  the  influence  of  some  misapprehen- 
sion. 

As  tlie  honorable  Assembly  have,  through  their  dele- 
gates, proposed,  certain  resolutions,  it  will  be  propei*  to  e}(- 
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amine  the  reasoning  which  led  to  that  proposition.  And 
first,  it  alleged,  that  "if  an  exact  account  is  really  wanted 
of  the  specific  articles  for  which  any  certificate  was  given, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  receipts  given  by  the  party,  at  the 
time  of  getting  his  certificate,  and  that  these  receipts  are  in 
the  power  of  the  public,  being  lodged  with  the  heads  of  the 
dififerent  departments."  Surely  such  an  assertion  is  some* 
what  hazarded.  Congress  have  before  them  full  evidence, 
that  many  persons,  late  officers  in  the  civil  departments, 
refuse  to  account  at  all.  .  If,  therefore,  such  persons  should 
even  possess  the  supposed  receipts,  still  those  receipts  are 
not  in  ilie  power  of  the  ptAliCf  nor  will  they  be  so  until  all 
the  States  have  passed  laws  similar  to  those  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  But  further,  it  will  on  inquiry  appear,  that 
when  individuals  received  certificates  from  public  officers, 
the  receipts  they  gave  did  not  always  contain  a  list  of  the 
articles,  or  account  of  the  services  which  had  been  ren- 
dered. Certainly,  where  any  fraud  was  designed,  a  speci- 
fication of  <  articles  was  of  course  avoided ;  and  in  many 
cases  it  has  been  neglected,  even  where  nothing  wrong  was 
intended.  The  idea  therefore  that  the  specific  articles  are 
contained  in  the  receipts,  is  as  unfounded  as  that  those  re- 
ceipts are  in  the  power  of  the  public. 

But  supposing  the*facts  were  such-  as  they  are  assumed 
to  be,  will  it  fdlow,  that  the  officers  have  in  no  instance, 
been  guilty  of  collusion  widi  individuals,  and  given  more 
than  they  were  worth  both  for  articles  and  services  ?  And 
will  it  not  appear,  that  an  exact  account  of  the  specific^arti- 
cles  IS  really  wanted,  and  indeed  absolutely  necessary,  fdr 
the  detection  of  such  abuses  ?  Or  if  it  be  supposed  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  were  so  honest  and  so  dis- 
interested, as  neither  to  partake  in  fraud,  nor  take  advan* 
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t9ge  or  negligqnce,  must  it  also  be  presumed  that  the  public 
officers,  acting  within  that  State,  have  in  no  cases  whatever 
Seized  the  property  of  individuals  and  given  ceilificates  for 
less  than  the  value  ?  Or  if  it  be  imagined,  that  the  officers 
and  the  individuals,  have  been  all  alike  innocent,  and  that 
the  clamors  raised  on  these  subjects  are  totally  groundless 
as  to  Pennsylvania,  will  it  follow  that  such  things  have  not 
happened  in  any  other  State  ?  Or  will  it  be  proper  to  estab* 
lish  different  rules  for  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
under  the  idea  of  honesty  in  one  State  ani^  the  want  of  it 
in  another  ? 

It  is  however  assumed,  as  a  position,  that  "any  fraiuds 
which  have  been  committed  cannot  be  detected  in  any 
other  place,  so  well  as%y  the  commissioners  who  settle  the 
general  accotints,  at  the  heads  of  departments."  But  surely 
it  is  necessary,  not  only  to  the  detection  of  frauds,  but  even 
to  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  all,  that  the  commissioners 
acting  in  the  several  States^  obtain  accounts  of  the  articles 
before  theji  pass  the  sums.  If,  for  instance,  the  public 
officer  should  by  collusion  with  the  party,  make  a  charge 
of  double  the  sum  actually  due  for  any  article,  can  a  de- 
ductbn  be  n>ade  after  the  sum  h;is  been  passed  to  the  indi- 
vidual by  the  state  commissioner  ?  If  the  officer  should 
omit  to  charge  himself  with  articles  purchased,  can  this  be 
proved,  when  only  the  money  certificate  is  produced  against 
him?  If  the  officer  paid,  by  a  certificate,  the  nominal  sum 
for  articles  purchased,  a  year  before,  will  this  appear  in 
such  manner  as  to  prevent  him  from  taking  all  the  benefit 
of  the  depreciation  ?  If,  for  instance,  he  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  money  was 
at  two  for  one,  paid  Ln  certificates  when  it  was  at  four  for 
cne,  and  carried  the  articles  to  account  at  a  reasonable 
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specie  value,  viz.  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the 
certiBcates  be  now  liquidated  at  their  value,  viz»  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  would  he  not  be  gainer  of  the  like  sura  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  merely  by  the  depreciation?  It  is  also 
asserted,  '*That  the  holders  of  certificates  are  subjected  to 
many  inconveniencies  from  this  delay,  and  that  after  coming 
from  the  remote  parts  of  the  State,  and  having  a  liquidation 
of  their  certificates  refused,  they  depart  with  murmurs  and 
discontent."  If  holders  of  certificates  came  trom  remote 
parts  of  the  State,  and  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of 
February,  1782,  intended  to  afford  relief,  becomes  thereby 
a  source  of  distress,  K  must  arise  either  from  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  themselves,  or  from  a  want  of  attention  in 
the  commissioner;  for  by  the  Act  it  is  ordained,  <Hhat 
the  commissiotiers  respectively  give  public  and  early  notice 
of  tlie  times  and  places  of  their  settling,  and  the  districts 
trithin  which  they  settle  accotmts,  that  as  well  the  public 
ofUcers  as  private  individuals,  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
attend."  From  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the  Act,  as 
well  as  from  the  express  words  of  this  particular  part,  it 
appears  clearly  to  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  that 
the  conunlssioner  should  mark  out  convenient  districts  in 
the  State,  take  some  proper  positbn  in  each  district,  and 
then  give  such  early  public  notice  of  tlie  place  and  the  dis' 
trict,  as  that  chirhs  arising  from  transactions  within  that 
district  might  be  brought  in  and  adjusted,  and  both  the 
public  officer  and  the  private  individual  concerned  in  the 
transaction,  have  an  opportunity  of  attending. 

As  the  honorable  Assembly  have  marked  out  a  different 
mode  of  settlement  from  that  which  has  been  adopted,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  present  and  of 
the  proposed  plan,  so  as  to  discover  the  inconveniencies 
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resulting  from  each,  and  thence  deterin'me  which  ought  to 
be  prefierred.  Under  the  present  plan,  tlie  first  step  of  the 
commissioner  is  to  mark  out  sotne  particular  spot,  with  a 
convenient  surrounding  district,  within  which  the  parties 
may  attend,  without  the  waste  of  time  and  the  expense  of 
long  journeys.  ^The  next  is- to  give  early  public  notice 
thereof.  Supposing  then  the  time  to  have  arrived,  which 
be  had  specified  in  his  advertisement,  and  a  claimant  to 
appear,  the  first  question  to  be  solved  is,  whether  that 
claimant  be  one  of  those  whose  demands  are  to  be  adjusted 
by  him,  or  whether  it  is  the  business  of  a  commissioner  of 
one  of  the  departments.  Supposing  the  former,  the  next 
object  of  inquiry  would  be,  whether  any  and  what  services 
or  supplies  were  rendered  by  the  claimant  to  the  United 
States,  and  if  any  were  rendered,  then  what  was  the  real 
value  at  the  time  and  place  of  rendering  them.  Every 
kind  of  evidence  exhibited  in  support  of  each  point  is  then 
to  be  examined,  the  officer  who  is  said  to  have  received 
the  articles  is  to  be  heard,  if  he  contest  the  claim,  and, 
finally,  the  conunissioner  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place, 
with  opportunity  to  learn  both  the  acts  done  and  the  char- 
acters of  die  agents,  must  decide  according  to  equity  and 
good  conscience^  where  no  express  provision  is  made  by  an 
Act  of  Congress.  If  this  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant, the  business  of  the  commissioner  is  to  give  a  certificate 
for  the  full  value  of  the  articles  and  services,  and  then  to 
charge  the  proper  officer  and  department,  not  with  so  much 
money,  but  with  the  apecific  articles  and  services,  for  the 
due  appKcation  whereof  account  is  to  be  rendered  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department. 

A  duty  of  the  State  commissioner,  in  the  course  of  this 
business,  will  be  to  discover  and  detect  as  much  as  possi- 
VOL.   xii.  55 
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ble  the  frauds  which  have  been  committed,  and  transmit 
proper  evidence,  as  it  may' arise,  to  the, commissioner  of 
the  department.  In  cases,  however,  where  the  decision  Is 
against  the  claimant,  it  will  be  proper  still  to  return  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department  a  statement  of  the  claim, 
that  if  it  should  be  found  to  be  credited  to  the  public,  in 
the  accounts  of  such  department,  the  party  may  meet  with 
redress  at  a  future  period.  The  incbnveniencies  attending 
this  mode  are,  that  possibly  some  just  claims  may  be  finally « 
rejected  from  the  want  of  suffici($nt  proof,  and  that  some 
honest  claimants  may  be  put  to  trouble  and  <jifficulty  in  sup- 
porting their  claims. 

The  proposed  plan  appears  to  be  shortly  this,  that  the 
commissioner  shaU  liquidate  every  certificate  which  may  be 
tendered  to  him  in  specie  value.  If,  however,  the  restric- 
tion implied  in  the  Extract,  by  the  words  ^that  no  delay 
be  given  to  any  certificate  granted  by  an  officer  who  has 
settled  his  public  accounts,"  &:c.  be  made,  viz.  that  the 
liquidation  of  such  certificates  be  suspended  until  the  ac* 
counts  of  the  oflicer  who  gave  them  be  settled,  it  is  humbly 
c6t)ceived  that  such  liquidation  can  never  take  place ;  be- 
cause, as  the  public  have  assumed  the  debts  of  their  offi- 
cers, it  is  impossible  to  settle  the  accounts  of  those  officers, 
until  the  amount  of  their  debts  be  known  ;  those  debts 
forming  a  charge  against  the  officers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  moneys  advanced  to  them  from  the  public  treasury. 
The  settlement  of  the  officers' accounts  must,  therefore, 
ultimately  depend  on  the  settlements  made  with  individ- 
uals, and  therefore  this '  restriction  must  be  rejected  or 
the  whole  plan  prove  abortive. 

The  proposition  of  the  honorable  Assembly  may 
then   be  examined   and   considered  as   of  the  e£fect 
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which  is  just  now  stated.  And  if  that  proposition  be 
adopted;  the  commissioner  sitting  in  one  corner  of  the 
State  and  examining  claims  and  certificates  brought 
from  two  or  three  hundred  miles  distance^  without  the 
slightest  attention  to  the  value  of  articles  for  which 
money  is  claimed,  will  be  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
imposition.  Certificates  will  be  counterfeited,  pre* 
tended  depositions  will  be  produced,  fabricated  ac- 
counts will  be  delivered,  vast  sums  will  of  course  be 
acknowledged  as  due  to  whoever  may  please  to  de- 
mand them.  The  officers  will  (and  very  justly  too) 
refuse  to  account  for  such  sums,  the  frauds  which  they 
will  detect  in  claims  allowed  by  the  State  commis- 
sioners will  cast  a  cloud  even  upon  the  just  claims,  and 
the  commissioners  for  the  depat*tments  will  for  that 
reason  be  unable  to  insist  on  any.  Thus  the  officers 
will  be«empowered  in  their  turn  to  render  such  ac- 
counts as  they  think  proper.  So  that  on  the  whole, 
the  public  debts  will  be  greatly  and  unnecessarily 
accumulated,  and  a  [precedent  will  be  established  to 
sanctify  every  improper  act  which  may  hereafter  be 
committed  in  times  of  confusion. 

These  are  public  ineonreniencies,  and  from  a  com- 
parison of  the  two  plans  one  important  question  arises, 
shall  the  p'ublic  property  .be  given  away,  and  the 
country  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  moneys 
not  justly  due  ;  or  shall  individuals  who  have  claims 
on  the  United  States  be  obliged  to  validate  such  claims 
by  sufficient  evidence?  Surely  the  honorable  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  will  not,  cannot  hesitate,  in  de- 
ciding this  question.     All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  J^ovember  bihy  1783. 
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TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Ofic«  of  Finance^  November  Gth,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  hpaored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
28th  of  July  from  Amsterdam,  for  which  I  pray  you 
to  accept  my  acknowledgements.  I  am  perfectly  in 
sentiment. with  you,  that  it  is  best  to  avoid  govern- 
ment interference  in  the  affair  of  our  loan.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  I  should  not  like  the  demand  of 
grateful  acknowledgement,  which  would  be  erected  on 
that  foundation.  We  hear  enough  already  of  our  na- 
tional obligations,  and  I  most  heartily  wish  for  my 
own  part,  that  we  could  at  once  acquit  them  all,  even 
to  the  uttermost  farthing,  for  I  seriously  believe,  that 
both  nations  and  individuals  generally  prove  better 
friends  when  no  obligations  can  be  charged  jior  ac- 
knowledgements and  retributions  claimed-  on  either 
side. 

I  am  also  very  strongly  in  opinion  with  you,  that 
remittances  from  this  country  would  greatly  uphold 
our  credit  in  Europe,  for  in  mer^cantile  life  nothing 
vivifies  credit  like  punctuality  and  plenteousness  of 
remittance.  The  plan  you  propose  to  obtain  them, 
might  also  be  attended  with  some  good  consequences, 
but  there  s^e  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  success, 
which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail,  and  which  indeed 
you  could  not  be  so  perfectly  master  of  without  being 
on  the  spot.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  go  into  that  matter 
at  present,  and  the  more  especially  as  we  have  now 
good  hopes,  that  the  plan  pf  Congress  will  be  adopted 
by  the  States.     Last  evening  I  received  advice,  that 
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Massachusetts  had  acceded ,  and  I  have  a  double  pleas- 
ure in  announcing  this  to  you,  as  they  certainly  would 
not  have  come  in  but  for  the  sentiments  contained  in 
your  letters. 

Let  me  then,  my  Dear  Sir,  most  heartily  congratu- 
late you  on  those  virtuous  emotions,  which  must  swell 
your  bosom  at  the  reflection,  that  you  have  been  the 
able,  the  useful,  and  what  is  above  all  other  things,  the 
honest  servant  of  a  Aepublic,  indebted  to  you  in  a 
great  degree  for  her  first  efforts  towards  an  inde* 
pendent  existence.  That  you  may  loug  live  to  enjoy 
those  pleasing  reflections,  which  flow  from  the  me- 
mory of  an  active  and  beneficial  exercise  of  time  and 
talents,  is  the  sidcere  wish  of  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK   &   CO. 

* 

Office  of  Finance,  December  31ft,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 
Upon  the  Slst  of  October  I  valued  on  you  to  the 
amount  of  seven  hundred  and  ffty  thousand  guilders 
as  expressed  in  my  lelter  of  the  23d  of  that  month, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  this  month  having  received 
your  letter  of  the  4th  of  August,  and  concluding  as 
well  from  the  contents  of  that  letter  as  from  the  actual 
state  of  things  here,  that  you  would  be  successful  in 
the  succeeding  months,  I  gave  notice  to  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  had  sold  the  bills  mentioned  in  my  said  . 
letter  of  the  23d  t)f  October,  that  I  should  discount 
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their  notes,  which  has  been  done  accordingly.  Thus 
the  United  States  are  become  liable  to  pay  any  dam- 
ageSy  which  those  gentlemen  may  sustain,  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  delay  their  bills  may  meet  with,  those  drawn 
by  them  iu  consequence  of  a  reliance  on  your  funds 
should  return  protested.  The  United  States  will  also 
be  liable  to  the  damages,  which  might  arise  on  my 
further  bill  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr  Haym  Solomons  for 
one  hundred  thousand  guilders  on  the  12th  instant, 
and  mentioned  in  my*  letter  of  that  date. 

.  Under  these  circumstances.  Gentlemen,  and  unable 
to  judg^wbat  delays  tt\e  loan  may  have  met  with  from 
the  causes  you  have  mentioned,  or  from* any  other, 
being  also  uncertain  how  far  it  may  hlave  been  or  may 
be  accelerated  from  other  causes,  I  must  request  that  in 
any  case  whatever  all  my  aforesaid  bills  may  be  ac- 
ceptied.  You  will  see  from  the  enclosed  copies  of  let- 
ters to  the  receivers  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina, 
that  I  am  taking  measures  to  put  you  in/Cash  for  any 
advance  which  such  acceptances  may  render  necessary. 
These  measures  are  intended  with  the  double  view  of 
providing  for  the  interest  of  your  loan  or  of  reimburs- 
ing your  advance.  In  tbe  former  case  you  will  be  in 
cash  before  the  interest  falls  due,  but  at  any  rate  you 
shall  be  secured.  The  disbandment  of  our  army 
having  brought  our  expenses  within  the  reventiej,  there 
remains  an  excess,  which  cannot  fail  to  reimburse  you 
even  if  the  loan  should  totally  fail.  For  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  you  will  be  much  more  than  half  a  million 
in  advance,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  excess  of  taxes 
,  for  current  services  would  easily  pay  this  sum  in  four 
or  five  months,  and  I  am  equally  certain  that  I  could 
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by  anticipation  bring  that  excess  forward  to  your  relief 
at  an  earlier  period  if  necessary. 

My  request  to  you,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  is  this, 
that  you  accept  my  bills  at  any  rate,  whether  you  hare 
funds  or  not,  and  whether  you  have  or  have  not  the 
probability  of  receiving  them.  If  the  payments  fall 
due  before  you  find  relief,  take  such  measures  to  ob* 
tain  money  as  shall  under  a  view  of  all  circumstances 
produce  that  effect  with  the  least  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Of  these  measures  I  leave  to  you  the  entire 
disposition,  and  I  promise  you  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  reimburse  all  losses,  interests,  costs, 
and  charges,  which  may, accrue  thereupon.  You  will 
be  pleased.  Gentlemen,  to  give  me  very  early  notice 
of  your  situation,  and  to  point  out  very  particularly 
the  sums  Which  may  be  needful,  and  also  the  articles 
of  this  country,  which  will  probably  form  the  best 
remittance,  and  on  my  part  I  promise  to  take  the 
earliest  measures  for  making  you  such  remittances..  I 
shall  confidently  rely  on  your  efforts,  and  remain  with 
perfect  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS    WILLINK    8^   CO. 

Office  of  Finaj^ce,  December  Slst,  1783. 

Gentlemen,  , 

Your  advices  of  the  26th  of  September,  that  the  success 

of  our  loan  with  you  bad  been  greatly  impeded  by  reports, 

propagated  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  did  not  a  little 

surprise  me.     In  mj'^letter  of  the  12th  of  this  month,  I 
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baye  given  you  some  alight  sketch  of  the  mutioy  of  a  few 
troops  near  this  city,  and  this  perhaps  may  be  ainong  the 
circumstances,  which  have  militated  and  been  magnified  to 
our  disadvantage.  But  as  I  did  not  thea,  so  I  do  not  now 
think  it  worth  while  to  mbpeod  time  by  the  hbtory  of  a 
trifling  thing,  which  has  no  importuice  m  itsdf,  Mid  which 
might  derive  some  by  treating  of  it  seriously.  It  has  al- 
wajrs  been  the  common  trick  of  the  British  and  their  ad- 
herents to  assert,  that  America  had  neither  goveramene, 
armies,  nor  resources.  To  all  which,.  I  answer,  that 
America  has  esuUished  her  iodependence.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  attempt  an  injury  to  the  credit  of  any  other 
nation ;  on  the  contrary,  let  those  who  would  rather  trust 
England  than  America,  anake  the  experiment,  and  if  it 
prove  beneficial,  let  them  rejoice ;  if  it  prove  otherwise,  I 
shall  pity  the  siifierenu 

I  should  not,  indeed*  be .  greatly  surprised,  that  our 
credit  were  impaired  iii  any  of  the  absolute  mooavcfaies'of 
Europe,  beoattse  that  such  governments  h«Fe  no  proper 
ideas  of  the  sacred  regard,  which  is  due  to  pecuniiiry  en- 
gagements taken  by  the  public,  and  because  the  people 
have  no  conception  that  the  government  should  be  unable 
to  command  all  the  wealth  of  its  subjects.  But'  in  your 
country,  it  is  an  every  day's  experience,  that  determina- 
tions of  the  States-General  should  meet  with  obstacles  in 
the  different  Provinces,  and  this  has  been  precisely  our 
case  in  the  business  of  finance.  No  State  has  insinuated, 
that  our  public  debts  ought  not  to  be  paid ;  nor  indeed 
does  any  individual  dare  to  hold  up.  that  idea.  Bnt  differ- 
ences have  arisen  about  the  mode  of  making  provision  for 
them,  and  such  differences  of  opinion  necessarily  cause 
delay.    It  is,  however,  with  much  satisfaction,  I  inform 
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you,  that  the  dkferent  States  ar^  coming  in  one  after  the 
other,  and- 1  have  strong  expectations  that  all  of  them  will 
soon  accede  lo  the  plan  of  Congress,  which  I  formerly 
transmitted.  The  government  of  this  country  has  been 
vigorous  enotigh  to  carry  us  through  the  war,  and  it  would 
b^  strange  indeed,  if  it  should  aU  at  once  become  weak  in 
that  moment  of  peace^  when  other  governments  usually  ac- 
quire strength. 

For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  believe  that  such  ideas.will 
take  place  among  sensible  men ;  but  on  this  occasion,  I 
will  show  to  his  Excellec^cy,  M.  Van  Berckel,  the  letter  I 
am  now  writing,  and  desire  him  to  write  candidly  to  you 
and  to  others  his  sentiments  as  to  the  state  of  this  country, 
whether  the  people  are  in  peace,  obedient  to  the  laws  and 
the  government  in  due  force,  or  whether  we  are  a  prey  to 
discord^  and  our  country  the  theatre  of  tumult  and  confu- 
sion. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIPENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

OMce  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Secretary  of  Congress  has  transmitted  to  me  the 
petition  of  John  Cowper,  with  an  order  to  report  thereou. 
I  must,  on  this  occasion,  pray  leave  to  observe,  that  this, 
with  a  variety  of  other  similar  transactions,  depends  on  the 
adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  Secret  and  Commercial 
Committees  of  Congress.  In  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust last,  I  had  the  honor  to  observe,  that  those  accounts 
VOL.  xif.  56 
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^<were  for  from  being  incoiisiderabie,  ekber  as  to  tbcir  oa- 
ture  or  magnhude ;  that  tbey  were  invotved  with  others, 
asd  had  extended  tbpsiselves  to  diflEerent  purts  of  the 
Unked  States,  and  to  Europe,  md  the  West  Indies^;  that 
they  were  nore  connected  with  tbe  Marine  Accounts  than 
with  any  others;  and  that  the  settlenient  of  them  uqps 
highly  necessary."  1  took  the  fiberly,  also,  ihett,  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  submitting  the  investigation  of  those 
accounts  to  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  Marine  Ac- 
cQuols,  or  of  appointing  a  special  commissioner  for  that  ex- 
press purpo^ 

Since  writing  that  letter,  the  Commissiooer  on  tbe  Ma- 
rine Accounts,  havH)g  been  obliged  ib  the  course  of  his 
bnsfness,  to  look  at  the  Commercial  and  Secret  ConMoittee 
Accounls,  has  not  only  discovered  some  bakoces  due  to 
the  United  States,  but  has  reported  oiber  matters,  which 
show  in  a  strange  point  of  light,  tbe  necessity  of  examining 
and  settling  those  accounts.  I  think  tbey  oouid  be  more 
easily,  speedily,  and  efiectually  settled  by  that  gentleman, 
than  by  any  other,  and  tberefore  the  submitting  of  them  to 
him,  might  be  eligible  in  an  economical  point  of  view. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  observe,  which  f  am  sorry  to  do, 
that  my  report  on  Mr  Cooper's,  case  must  necessarily  be 
suspended,  until  after  a  reference  to  the  commisaoner  ap- 
pointed to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Secret  and  Commer- 
cial Commit4|ees,  L  shall  be  possessed  of  such,  a  slate  of 
facts,  as.  will  eoable  me  to  report  with  propriety. 

Before  I  close  this  letlier.,  1  must  abo  observe,  that  as 
tbe  accounts  in  question  ofiiginated  wkh,  and  were  im^ 
the  superintendence  of  members,  of  Congress,  it  is  a  kind 
of  duty,  which  Congress  ia  their  political  capacity  owe  to 
themselves,  to  trace  the  applications  of  money  through 
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those  chnnneU  wkb  the ^  same  aitetttion,  wbieh  has  very 
pfoperly  been  applied  to  other  puUk  expeodittires. 
With  perfect  regpect  and  Bsteem,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MSfiSRS   l4£    COUTeULX    U  CO. 

Oflace  of  Finance,  January  13tii,  1784. 

OentletneD, 
1  some  time  sioee  drew  a  bill  for  two  bcmdred  and  fifty 
thousand  iivres,  on  Messrs  WiUielnt  and  Jan  WilKnk 
Ni<H>las,  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  De  la  Lande  and  Finje, 
merchants  at  Amstei^am,  in  favor  of  <Mr  John  Ross.  This 
bill  was  drawn- on  the  credit  of  the  loan*  opened  under  the 
direction  of  tho^e  gentlemen,  and  in  consequence  of  flat- 
tering accounts  of  its  success,  wk»ch  I  had  just  then  re- 
ceived. I  find  that  Mr  Ross  has  remitted  this  bill  to  you, 
and  is  actually  drawing  on  the  credit  of  it.  Some  late 
advices  from  Amsterdam  give  me  reason  to  apprehend  the 
possibility  of  a  nonpayment  of  this  bill,  and  therefore  I  am 
now  about  t&  make  to  you  the  request  of  a  favor  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  Gentlemen,  that  you 
would  place  this  sum  to  the  credit  of  Mr  Ross  at  the  day 
when  the  bill  falls  due,  whether  it  be  paid  or  qot,  and 
whether  ia  the  whde  or  only  in  part,  taking  tlie  bill  up  for 
the  honor  of  the  United  States.  You  will  then  immedi- 
ately givq  me  notice  of  the  sum,  which,  by  this  means, 
your  credii  is  advanced  for,  and  I  will  take  care  to  make 
you  remittances  for  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
that  svim,  nor  will  I  quit  my  office  until  you  are  fully  re- 
paid. At  the  same  time  you  will  probably  also  find  some 
relief  from  the  iurther  produce  of  the  loan ;  as  the  causes 
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which  impeded  its  progress  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  have  long  since  been  rembved.  And 
indeed  I  still  expect,  that  the  success  of  it  will  enable  the 
punctual  payment  of  Mr  Ross's  bill,  and  only  write  this 
letter  out  of  prudence  and  for  the  greater  caution. 

You  will  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  two  objects  in 
making  tl)is  request,  one  is  to  spve  the  credit  of  the  public, 
which  might  materially  suffer  by  the  comins;  back  of  this 
bill,  and  the  other  is  to  prevent  the  payment  of  twenty  per 
cent  damages,  which  would  be  the  eventual  consequence, 
over  and  above  the  private  injury,  which.  Mr  Ross  would 
sustain  in  his  personal  credit.  If,  Gentlemen,  you  have 
a  sufficient  con6dence  in  me  and  in  my  country',  you  will 
comply  with  this  request,  provided  your  own  convenience 
will  in  anywise  permit.  If  you  have  not  that  confidence, 
I  must  lament  it  as  a  misfortune. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &£c.     ^ 

ROBERT  MDRRIS. 


TO    THE    PR£8IDBNT   OF    CONC^RESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  16th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  David  Sproat ;  I  should  not 
trouble  Congress  with  it  if  the  supplies  mentioned  hnd 
been  advanced  to  persons  taken  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  As  it  is  I  should  suppose  an  express  ap- 
propriation of  money  to  this  purpose  to  he  necessary ; 
Congress  can  best  judge  whether  that  be  proper,  but  if  I 
were  to  express  an  opinion,  it  would  be,j|}at  the  payment 
of  such  debts  is  the  most  effecttral  mode  of  providing  for 
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those  disastrous  accidents,  ^irbicb  the  citizens  of  Americt 
are  liable  to  in  comn^n  with  the  rest  of  noankind. 
I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO    THE   PREBIOfiNT   OP   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Financft,  January  21  et,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  extract  of  a  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  firom  the  Quarter  Master  General. 
The  latter  part  of  it,  referring  to  a  matter  which  he  has 
long  since  brought  before  Congress,  I  sliall  not  take  the 
liberty  of  meddling  with. 

In  the  former  part,  be  alludes  to  a  letter  of  thCSTth  of 
October  last,  in  which  he  had  stated  to  me  the  claims  of 
individuals  for  damages  done  by  4he  army.  Instances  are 
mentioned  peculiarly  distressing,  and  of  a  nature  to  require 
compassion  while  justice  demands  for  them  somewhat 
more.  I  did  not  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter  address  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  it,  because  the  making  any  par- 
ticular provision  for  the  cases  of  indi^'iduals,  is  laboring  to 
very  little  purpose,  and  by  stilling  the  cries  of  one  only 
raises  tl>e  clamors  of  hundreds.  This  indeed  wa%  the  re- 
mote cause  of  the  Quarter  Master's  letter,  for  the  resolu- 
tion passed  in  the  case  of  Stephen  Moore,  had  given  ac- 
tivity to  the  complaints  of  all  those  who  knew  of  that  reso- 
lution, and  labored  under  similar  grievances.  But  a 
stronger  reason  for  not  troubling  Congress  on  the  subject, 
W{fs  that  I  had  already  brought  it  before  them  in  a  letter 
of  the  12th  of  August  last.  The  fllowing  is  an  extract 
from  that  letter. 
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^^Tbere  is,  hovever,  aivaog  the  oommissioDerVquesdoHS 
to  me,  one  wtiich  Congress  aldne  can  asswcr  in  the  affir* 
inactive;  viz.  art  charges  Jhr  buildings ^  fences,  woody 
fyc.  damaged  or  destroyed  by  Continental  troops  or  mi- 
lifia,  to  be  aUoioed  ?  Considering  the  extent  and  magni- 
tude of  this  object  op  the  one  hand,  anJ  on  the  other, 
what  serious  injuries  have  been  sastained  by  some  individ- 
uals, the  question  is  equally  intricate  and  important.  No 
answer  hsrs  yet  been  given,  although  not  unfrequently 
agiUbtedi  as  ibe  journals  will  testify.  Whether  Congress 
will  leave  it  on  the  present  footing,  or  order  such  danuges 
to  be  allowed,  or  (making  a  distinction  between  waqton 
devastations  and  necessary  impressure)  leave  the  <^cer  lo 
account  in  one  case  and  the  publie  in  another,  of  finally 
whetbei^  ibey  will  take  a  course  betweea  all  these  and 
order  the  accouoite  to  be  liquidated  aod  reported,  but  the 
balances  not  to  be  finally  allowed  and  certificates  given, 
until  their  further  order,  are  queations  which  it  is  in  their 
wiadoro  to  determine  by  that  extensive  view  of  things 
which  they  possess." 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
that  ckicos  of  this  kind  become  daily  more  ui^ent.  ThjO 
people  recovering  by  degrees  from  their  despondency  as 
to  the  settlement  of  tlieir  old  accounts  and  beginning  to  feel 
some  hope  of  eventual  payment,  and  of  consequence  a 
firmer  reliance  on  and  bdid"  in  the  justice  of  the  United 
States,  naturally  k>ok  forward  from  the  measures  already 
taken  to  those  which  prudence  and  equity  may  still  further 
dictate.  Some  provision  ought  certainly  to  be  made ;  but 
I  must  repeat  that  the  object  is  not  oply  great  as  to  die  pe- 
cuniary amount ;  but  extensive  as  to  place,  persons,  claims 
and  circumstances.    The  caution  hitherto  preserved  was 
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fbefefate  wise^  but  it  o«a  no  longer  be  adliered  to^  because 
ibe  idea  held  wp  to  every  appBeant,  waa  that  after  a  ter^ 
miaatipa  of  the  war^  and  not  before,  provision  sboeld  be 
made. 

I  take  leave  also,  funber  to*  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
that  tbire  is  a  material  distinction  to  be  naade,  even  among 
siich  of  these  clainis  as  are  otherwise  simitar,  according  to 
the  times  in  whicb4be  respective  caoscsof  them  may  have 
ovigioated,  as  wbetber  they  were  previous  or  subsequent  lo 
the  crnnmeQcemeBt  of  tbo.  year  1782  ;  claims  for  supplies 
obtainedi  daring  the  b^ief  period,  ought  certainly  to  be  con* 
stdened  as  within  the  appropriations  of  moo^  demanded  for 
the  current  service,  the  qeotas  o(  which  yet  remain  unsat^ 
isfi^.  Int  order  then  ifaat  this  matter  may;  come  before 
the  United  Sttfies  io:  Congress  in;  such  regular  form,  as 
that  some  decision  nwy  be  mode,  I  shall  submit  to  thnr 
wise  consideration  the  fellowihg  Act. 
.  Whevo^,  th«  late  wastei4iii  and  expensive  war,  is  now  by 
the.  ble^atDg  of  divine*  Providence  finaUy  terminated,  and 
whereas,  divers  dUBens  of  these  States  faave  during  the 
ooarse  thereof  sustained  various  m^ries  and  damsges^  as 
well  by  the  aitntes  of  the  Umted  States  as  otherwise,  by 
the  QperatioQs  and  eflfeota  of  the  war.  And  whereas,  no 
provision  can  as  yet  be  maide  fm  the  jost  relief  of  the  suft* 
ferers,  neither  can  it  be  determined  to  wbom  such  relief 
may  be  due.  And  whereas,  it  is  the  iiMiispensableduly 
of  every  fiovenuiient^  in  all  things  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  to  do  wthat  to  right  and  jusdce  may  appertain. 
Be  it  therefore  ordanied  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  ordaiued  by  authority  of  the 
same,  thati  each/ and  every  of!  the  ooaunifnonets  whorare 
or  may   be  appointed;  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions' of 
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Congress  of  the  20th  day  of  February  kst,  be  and  tb^ 
hereby  are  authorised  and  directed  to  receive  within  the 
States  to  and   for  which  they  are  or  may  be  appointed 
respectively,  all  claims  and  demands  made  by  individuals 
for  damages  done  to  or  sustained  by  them  within  such 
State,  during  the  hite  hostittties  and   by  reason  thereof; 
whether   the  same  have  been   committed  and   done  by 
officers  or  soldiers,  acting  under  the  authority  of  Congress, 
or  by  the   enemy.     And   be  it  further  ordained    by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  coneuiiissioners  do  require 
and  receive  such  evidence  with  respect  to  each  and  every 
such  claim  as  they  shall  judge  fitting  and  proper  according 
to  the  nature  and  circumstdnoes  of  the  case  respectively, 
and  where  due  evidence  is  produced  in  support  of  such 
claims,  that  they  do  liquidate  and  adjust  the  same  accord- 
ing to  equity  and   good  conscience.     Provided  always, 
that  the  said  commissioners  dhall  not  give  to  the  claimants 
any  certificates  or  other  evidence  of  such   adjustmeol. 
And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  aiuhority  aforesaid,  that 
the  said  commissioners  respectively  do  from  time  to  time 
make  return  to  the  Superintendent  of  our  finances,  of  the 
amount  of  each  and  every  such  claim ^  and  the  time  when 
the  same  arose,  whether  previous  tojheist  day  of  January, 
1782,  or  subsequent  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1781 ; 
specifying  clearly  in  the  said  return  the  nature  ^f  every . 
claim  in  such  fuU  and  ample  manner,  as  that  when  the 
same  shall  be  laid  before  the  United  States  in  Congress, 
for  their  investigation,  they  may  be  thereby  enabled*  to 
make  such  further  order  in  the  premises,  as  ^o  right  and 
justice  may  appertain. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  trouble  your  Excellency 
one  moment  longer  to  assign  my  reasons  for  extending  this 
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proFisbn  to  (be  case  of  damage  done  by  the  enemy.  The 
investigation  does  hy  no  means  imply  any  recompense 
from  the  United  States,  But  if  there  should  be  cases 
where  euch  recompense  is  proper,  the  materials  oq  which 
to  judge  will  by  this  means  be  prepared.  The  object 
however  is  to  ascertain  tbe  damages  done  by  the  enemy* 
which  will  in  thi&  way  come  forward,  so  a$  that  au  account 
thereof  can  be  made  out  with  exactness  to  answer  any 
purposes,  which  future  negotiations  with  Great  Britain 
may  render  necessary.  To  this  1  would  add,  that  the 
expense  of  the  business  will  be  so  trivial  as  not  to  be  worthy 
of  consideration,  wlien  compared  with  the  advantages  to 
result  from  it.  ,  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THB    PRK8TDENT    OF    CONOBBSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  24tli,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  re-establishment  of  peace  having  at  length 
given  room  for  the  proper  investigations,  it  beconies 
in  me  a  duty  of  public  justice'  to  mention  to  Congress 
the  situation  of  those  persons  in  Canada,  or  out  of  it, 
who  are  creditors  to  the  United  States  for  property 
furnished  or  services  rendered  id  that  country.  To 
these  may  perhaps  be  added  those  who  have  claims  for 
daipages  sustained.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  that  unless 
some  getieral  arrangements  be  taken  on  this  subject,  it 
will  occasion  a  great  expense  of  time  and  money,  to- 
gether with  the  loss  of  reputation,  I  think  economy  as 
VOL.  xu.  57 
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well  as  justice  calls  for  a  due  attention  to-  the  subject 
in  the  present  moment. 

'  I  submit  then  the  following  ideas^  not  as  being  a 
perfect  plan,  but  merely  as  hints  to  be  perfected  by 
the  wise  care  of  the  United  States.  And  first,  it  might 
be  proper,  that  a  commissioner  were  appointed  to  go 
inio  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  examiging  into  the 
several  claims  above  mentioned,  with  power  to  liqui- 
date the  same,  and  to  give  certificates  of  the  amount. 
If  it  be  a  desirable  thing  that  justice  be  done,  it  is  a 
necessary  thing  that  the  inquiries  be  made  on  the  spot. 
There  and  there  a^one,  can  the  due  investigations  take 
place,  so  as  to  prevent  -either  the  public  or  individuals 
from  being  defrauded.  Besides  it  will  not  cost  more 
to  maintain  a  commissioner  there  than  it  will  here,  and 
many  who  have  been  both  distressed  and  oppressed 
are  conOned  to  that  spot  by  their  circumstances.  It 
may  also  appear  to  be  of  some  importance,  that  by 
doing  justice  to  these  people  unsolicited  we  secure 
their  afiections;  which  will  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  using  them  hereafter  against  us.  Neither  will  it 
escape  the  attention  of  Congress,  that  such  a  commis- 
sioner tnay  transmit  useful  intelligence.  But  this 
being  rather  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  I 
shall  not  enlarge  on  it. 

A  natural  question  will  probably  arise,  as  to  the 
means  of  payment.  This  may  be  answered  by  apply* 
ing  a  like  question  to  the  case  of  other  public  debts. 
But  I  conceived  that  another,  if  not  a  better  answer 
may  be  given.  If  a  new  State  were  set  off  about 
Detroit,  and  the  lands  sold  to  ^11  inclining  to  purchase, 
with  permission  to  pay   in   certified   Canadian  debts, 
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not  only  as  specie,  but  even  at  a  premium  of  five  per 
cent,  the  lands  would  pay  the  debts,  and  the  United 
States  would  gain  more  than  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment by  the  very  act  of  making  it.  For  an  equal  if 
not  greater  number  of  persons  than  the  creditors  in 
Canada,  would  become  settlers  from  that  country,  and 
bring  with  them  property  beyond  their  purchase 
money.  Nor  is  that  all ;  such  State  would  'become  a 
barrier  of  in6nite  importance.  It  would  secure  eternal 
peace  with  the  Indians,  and  it  would  secure  the  Indian 
trade.  For  it  would  soon  place  the  principal  traders 
at  that  spot  in  the  character  of  American  citizens. 
With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    TH£    PRESIDSNT    OF    C0NOR£S8. 

Offiee  of  Finance,  February  2d,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  4th  of  last  month,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  have 
been  able  to  announce  to  you  the  having  sent  off  the 
duplicate  of  the  definitive  treaty.  Hitherto  no  oppor- 
tunity has  offered.  But  as  Colonel  Harmar  has  sailed, 
and  probably  Lieutenant  Colonel  Franks,  I  am  not  so 
anxious  on  that  subject  as  I  have  t3een. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   MRSdBS   LE    COUTKUL^  &   CO. 

Office  of  Fiiuuio^,  Ffbniary  12th,  1784. 

Qentlemen, 

Previously  to  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  January ,  I 
had  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  September  and  18th 
6f  October.  In  one  of  my  said  letters  I  requested  you 
tb  come  under  acceptance  for  Mr  Ross's  billS)  although 
my  public  bill  in  his  favor  should  not  be  accepted. 
But  Mr  Ross  assures  me  that  he  has  not  yet  drawn, 
and  promises  that  he  will  not  draw  on  the  credit  of 
that  bill  until  my  advices  from  Europe  sha)l  warrant 
it.  So  that  my  precaution  in  this  respect  was  unne- 
cessary. Neither  is  that  bill  to  be  protested  if  .not 
paid  when  it  falls  due,  but  it  is  to  be  held<by  you  for 
Mr  Ross's  future  orders.  Those  advices  which  I  have 
lately  received^  are  far  from  being  agreeable,  and  it  is 
probable  that  my  letters  written  to  Dr  Franklin  in 
consequence  of  them  may  induce  him  to  apply  for 
your  friendly  aid  to  prolbng  the  time  of  payment  of 
some  bills,  which  I  had  drawn  on  the  credit  of  that 
loan,  and  vrhlth  to  my  great  surprise  the  negotiators  of 
it  were  not  iri  cash  to  answer.  Should*  he  make  any 
such  application.  Gentlemen,  I  am  to  request  that  you 
will  come  in  with  your  extensive  credit,  to  support 
that  of  the  United  States ;  and  you  may  rely  that  I 
will  take  care,  by  proper  and  speedy  remittances, 
finally  to  absolve  your  engagements. 

I  have  this  day  given  to  the  house  of  Peter  White- 
sides  Sl  Co.  my  bill  on  }^u,  (number  ninetyseven) 
payable  at  ninety'days'  sight,  and   for  three  hundred 
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ihou9ttnd  livfes.  I  am  to  desire  your  acceptanee  of 
that  bi)l,  which  I  have  drawn,  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  protest  of  bills  drawn  by  that  House  in  conse- 
quence of  one  of  my  s$id  bills  on  Amsterdam  ;  to  put 
you  in  cash  for  that  sum,  I  have  purchased  already 
seven  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  now  lying  ready 
for  shipment  at  Alexandria  in  Vixginia,  and  directed 
farther  purchases,  as  abo  the  chartering  of  vessels  to 
carry  it  to  Europe.  I  shall  make  you  a  shipment  of 
from  seven  to  eight  hundred  hogsheads  as  soon  as  the 
weather  will  permit,  for  at  present  all  our  navigation 
is  shut  up  by  the  ice.  This  tobacco  shall  be  shipped 
to  your  order  at  L'Orient,  and  I  think,  that  with 
every  allowance  for  delay,  it  must  leave  the  Chesa- 
peake by  the  1st  of  April  at  farthest,  and  will  arrive 
within  two  months  after  the  bill  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented. The  sales  of  it  will  therefore  put  you  in  cash 
to  answer  the  bill.  But  to  render  the  matter  as  safe 
a^  possible,  you  shall  have  early  advices,  so  as  to  make 
the  insurance,  whicH  will  answer  the  bill  should  the 
tobacco  fail.  After  all.  Gentlemen,  it  is  possiBle  that 
you  may  be  in  advance  for  a  short  time.  But  I  make 
not  the  least  doubt,  that  you  will  cheerfully  go  into 
the  proposed  operation,  at  present  necessary  to  the 
United  States,  and  which  (that  necessity  put  of  the 
question)  is  in  itself  among  the  best  kinds  of  commer- 
cial transactions.  In  order,  also,  to  place  yoU  more 
perfectly  at  your  ease,  I  agree  to  make  good  any  ex- 
pense,, which  may  be  incurred,  by  negotiations  to 
prolong  the  payment,  should  it  be  inconvenient  for 
you  to  make  the  actual  advance,  and  should  such  ad- 
Vance  become  necessary   by  accidents  of  the  sea  or 
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other  unforeseen  circumstances.     But  at  all  events  my 
said  bills  must  be  honored. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MR   OBAND. 

Office  of  Finahce,  February  12th,  1784. 
Sir, 
The  last  letter  whiph  I  have  received  from  you  is  of  the 
12th  of  September,  and  in  that  you  have  left  a  blank  for 
the  amount  of  funds  received  from  Amsterdam,  and  inform 
me,  that  you  expect  again  to  apply  for  more,  as  Mr  Bar- 
clay could  not  tell  what  sum  he  should  be  able  to  pay  you* 
nor  when.  My  letters  from  Messrs  Wilhelm  and  Jan 
Wiliink,  Nicolas  and.  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  DelaLande 
and  Finje,  announce  to  me  a  sum  remitted  to  you  beyond 
the  idea  which  I  bad  formed  of  your  wants ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  it  is,  that  bills  1  had  drawn  on  them  remained 
unprovided  for.  Not  having  received  letters  from  you  in 
so  long  -a  timcj  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  |;uess  at  the  ex- 
act state  of  your  accounts  ;  but  if  Mr  Barclay  has  placed 
in  your  hands  the  sums  which  I  expected  he  would  have 
done,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  United  States  must  have 
been  considerably  in  advance  to  you,  at  the  very  moment 
when  my  bills  were  in  the  critical  situation  above  men- 
tioned. I  shall  not,  however,  draw  any  conclusions  on 
this  subject  before  I  receive  those  advices  from  you,  which 
1  am  in  the  hourly  expectation  of.  As  1  do  not  know 
whether  any  effectual  measures  have  yet  beeu  taken  to 
provide  for  the  bills,  which  I  had  drawn,  and  which  the 
Houses  in  Amsterdam  were  not  ijn  cash  to  answer,  owing 
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to  a  sudden  failure  of  the  loan  intrusted  to  their  manage- 
ment, I  have  written  to  Dr  Franklin  on  that  subject,  and 
am  now  to  request  your  aid  in  the  business,  so  that  time 
may  be  given  for. the  arrival  of  those  remittances,  which  I 
am  making  to  provide  for  the  consequences,  should  the 
loan  continue  unproductive.  .  On  this  occasion  I  confi- 
dently rely  on  your  efforts,  and  I  persuade  myself,  that  the^ 
credit  of  the  United  States,  so  long  preserved  in  Europe, 
through  doubtful  and  dangerous  events,  will  not  now  be 
suffered  to  expire  for  the  want  of  a  very  little  timely  aid 
and  attention. 

I  am.  Sir,  he* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK   &   CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  Febroary  12Ui,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  I  received  your  letters 
of  the  20lh  of  November  and  1st  of  December.  The  in- 
telligence contained  in  these  letters,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
loan  under  your  direction,  and  the  bills  which  I  had  drawn 
upon  the  credit  thereof,  is  very  far  from  being  agreeable. 

The  tenor  of  your  last  letter,  renders  it  necessary  for 
me  to  obviate  the  constructions  put  on  my  conduct  m 
drawing  to  that  extent.  And  this  is  easily  done,  for  it  ap- 
pears by  your  letters  now  before  me,  that  the  total  of  those 
bills  for  a  million,  did  not  exceed  the  funds  actually  in 
your  possession,  by  above  six  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
and  if  the  second  expedition  of  tobacco  be  deducted,  that 
excess  cannot  be  considered  as  going  beyond  five  hundred 
thousand.     Now,  Gendemen,  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
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Mr  Grrand's  drafts  exceeded  my  expectation ;  but  we  will 
put  this  out  of  the  question  for  the  present,  as  I  shall  write 
on  that  subject  to  bim ;  but  you  wilL  observe,  that  your 
letters  announcing  the  decline  of  the  loan  did  not  reach 
me  until  the  close  of  the  last  year ;  and  therefore  I  could 
not  have  calculated  on  so  gr.eat  an  alteration.  The  occur- 
rences in  this  country,  which  occasioned  it  have  never  ap- 
peared of  any  consequence  to  us  who  are  on  the  spot, 
ahhough,  by  exaggeration,  they  have  staggered  the 
minds  of  people  in  Europe,  You  will  observe  also,  Gen- 
tlemen, that*  when  my  letter  of  the  1st  of  October  was 
written,  I  had  not  received  any  letter  from  you  of  later 
date  than  the  lith  of  June.  The  intelligence  mentioned 
in  my  letters  as  having  come  through  an  indirect  channel, 
was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Adams  himself,  and 
your  letters  -written  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  con- 
firmed th^t  intelligence.  All  this  will  appear  if  you  cora- 
pnre  our  correspondences,  and  place  yourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion, which  the  long  passage  of  your  letters  of  the  4th,  1 1th 
and  26th  of  September  placed  me.  The.two  first  of  these 
did  not  come  to  hand  until  a  very  few  days  ago,  as  you 
will  observe  that  they  are  not  acknowledged  until  the  9th 
instant.  It  has  therefore  been  alike  impossible  for  me  to 
conjecture  the  hard  fate  of  my  bills,  or  to  provide  against 
it  by  seasonable  remittances. 

But  as  1  have  already  meotioned,  the  sum  total  of  the 
advance,  which  those  bills  could  have  occasioned  would 
not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  guilders,  payable  in  all 
the  nK>nth  of  March,  supposing  that  the  loan  should  pro- 
duce nothing  in  the  whole  winter.  By  a  circuitous  n^o- 
tiation  this  payment  might  have  been  prolonged  without 
difficulty,  and  you  will  see  that  the  measures  I  am  taking, 
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^ven  at  this  late  period,  would  hare  produced  the  neces* 
sary  funds  in  season.  I  have  not  indeed  any  right  to  ex* 
pect,  that  you  would  risk  so  heavy  a  sunn  in  reliance  on 
me,  but  if  you  h^d  done  it  I  should  have  felt  the  obliga* 
tion,  and  I  think  tny  conduct  would  have  been  sncii  as  to 
convince  you  that  the  confidence  'was  not  nnisplaced.  ~ 

Under  the  present  very  disagreeable  circumstances,  and 
not  knowing  whether  Dr  Franklin  has  complied  with  yotir 
proposols,  1  cannot  take  such  decisive  steps  as  I  otherwise 
might.  I  enclose,  however,  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  1 
have  written  to  him,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  make  remit- 
tances, as  soon  as  the  weather,  which  now  shuts  up  our  nav- 
igation, will  permit.  The  advices  which  I  shall  receive 
from  Europe^  while  ships  are  lading,  and  which  I  daily 
expect,  must  govern  me  in  the  consignments ;  which  is 
the  reason  that  I  can  say  nothing  positive  on  that  subject. 

If  Dr  Franklin  has  complied  wiih  j'Our  proposals, 
you  will  of  course  have  accepted  my  bills  to  the  extent  of 
the  million  guilders.  If  he  has  not,  it  is  possible  that  my 
letters  to  him  may  still  arrive  in  season  to  prevent  the 
protests  for  nonpayment.  If  however  this  should  not  be 
the  case,  I  wish  you  to  call  on  those  who  held  the  bills, 
and  tender  payment,  on  return  of  the  bills,  or  on  giving  an 
hidemnity  against  them  ;  in  which  case  you  will  also  pay 
the  costs  of  protest,  interest  which  may  have  accrued,  and 
the  like.  If  they  will  not  do  this,  you  will  then  be  pleased 
to  transmit  notarial  certificates  of  your  tender  of  such  prin- 
cipal, interest  and  costs;  and  if  your  payments  are  ac- 
cepted, to  transmit  immediate  accounts  thereof. 

With  respect  to  the  three  bills,  numbered  one  hundred 
and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  ninetytvvo,  and  one  huo- 
voL.  XII.  68 
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dred  and  ninetythree,  dated  the  2l8t  of  October,  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guilders  each,  I  have  agreed 
with  the  Houses  to  whom  I  sold  them,  that  they  shall  still 
lay  to  be  accepted  or  not,  as  may  hereafter  be  determined, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  United  States  are  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  their  advances  to  me  until  they  can  reimburse 
themselves,  or  are  repaid  by  me,  whichever  shall  eventu- 
ally happen.  The  bill  number  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  dated  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  one  hundred 
thousand  current  guilders,  I  purchased  and  remitted  on 
my  own  private  account,  and  have  given  orders  that  it  be 
not  returned  to  this  country  ;  so  that  on  that  subject  you 
may  also  be  at  ease.  I  shall  receive  on  my  private 
account  the  interest  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars  paid  for 
this  bill,  on  the  same  principles  with  which  1  have  settled" 
for  the  other  bills  just  mentioned.  And  by  the  way,  you 
will  see  how  great  was  my  confidence  in  the  success  of 
your  operations,  when  I  have  involved  my  own  private  for- 
tune in  the  purchase,  not  only  of  that  bill,  but  also  of  four 
hundred  thousand  guilders  out  of  the  million.  AH  which 
was  done  because  the  demand  for  exchange  on  London 
being  greater  than  on  your  city,  I  bought  those  biJJs,  remit- 
ted them,  and  drew  on  my  private  account  to  replace  my 
funds,  merely  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  public  service. 
.  In  addition  to  the  bills  just  mentioned,  there  is  one  which 
I  request  may  meet  due  honor ;  it  is  number  one  hun- 
dred and  ninetyfive,  dated  the  2d  instant,  payable  at  six 
months'  sight,  and  for  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  current  guilders.  This  bill  was  drawn  to  replace 
bills  drawn  above  two  years  ago  at  six  months'  sight  on 
the  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  protested  for  certain 
circumstances  attending  the  negotiation  of  them  ;    where- 
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fore  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  replacing  tbeni  with 

twenty  per  cent  damages,  by  a  bill  of  equal  dignity. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK    &   CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  I2th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

1  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  14th  of  October.  My  letter  to  yon  and  the  other 
Houses,  will  convey  sufficiently  my  sentiments  as  to  the 
disagreeable  consequences  occasioned  by  the  ill  success 
of  our  loan.  I  shall  not  here  dilate  upon  that  subject, 
which,  for  the  present,  I  can  only  lament ;  for  I  agree, 
Gentlemen,  with  you,  that  urgency  on  your  part  would 
rather  damp  the  spirits  of  monied  men  than  increase 
their  exertions. 

I  see  clearly,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  wealth,  extent,  and  power  of  this  country, 
it  would  do  a  great  deal  towards  exciting  the  favorable  at- 
tention of  mankind.  But  this  is  a  very  ciifficult  thing,  for 
the  Bntish  Ministers,  and  even  their  Generals  in  the  couri' 
try,  with  all  the  pains  they  could  take,  and  all  the  intelli- 
gence they  could  procure,  were  extremely  ignorant  of  our 
resources.  This  is  among  the  reasons  why  they  pursued 
the  conquest  of  America  full  three  years  after  ev^ry  sen- 
sible fnan  in  it  saw  that  the  thing  was  impossible. 

However,  as  you  desire  an  account  of  our  products,  I 
will  refer  yoa  to  a  very  unexceptionable  testimony,  that  of 
the  British  Ministers  themselves,  in  a  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lished under  the  eye  of  the  Court,  by  Lord  Sheffield  ;   in 
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which  Ui0  vrrkei  ailempts  to  prove  tliat  ife  must  trade 
with  them  whether  they  treat  us  well  or  ill.  To  show  this, 
he  gives  certain  facts,  which,  at  least,  prov«  tliat  the  Brit- 
ish are  our  worst  customers,  so  far  as  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  our  produce  is  concerned.  He  proves,  also, 
that  if  ihey  have  any  advantage  over  others,  it  is  what  your 
countr}Tnen  may  have  m  an  emineiH  degree  over  them ; 
I  mean  the  securing  a  great  part  of  our  trade  by  giving 
credit  to  our  solid  mercantile  houses. 

But  to  return  from  that  digression  to  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  letter,  viz.  the  actual  and  probable  resources  of 
America.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  century  ago  the 
place  from  which  this  letter  was  written  was  an  unlimited 
forest ;  that  the  whole  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  pro- 
d^ice  enough  to  support  five  hundred  men  after  the  Eu- 
ropean manner,  and  that  every  otlier  part  of  America  was, 
a  little  earlier  or  a  little  later,  in  the  same  situation. 
But  now  this  very  city  is  worth  more  than  all  the  pub- 
lic and  private  debts  put  togetlier,  which  we  owe  to 
Europe. 

M.  Van  Berckel  has  convinced  me,  Gentlemen,  of 
your  good  will,  and  zealous  endeavors  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  America,  And  (  flatter  myself  that  not  only  his 
representations,  but  my  own  conduct,  will  convince  you  of 
the  just  sense  1  entertain  of  diose  endeavors. 
With  esteem  and  respect,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B^   FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  12lh,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

Three  4ays  ago  I  received,  in  «  letter  of  the  1st  of  De- 
cember from  Messrs  Wilhelm  and  Jan  Willink,  Nicolas 
and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  De  La  Lande  aad  Finj«  at  Am- 
sierdat*),  a  copy  of  tl>eir  letter  to  you  of  tiie  30th  of  Novem- 
ber. Enclosed  you  liave  a  copy  of  my  answer  of  this  date. 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  have  suffered  the  public 
credit  to  be  ruined  (or  want  of  an  engagement  to  the  amount 
of  90  small  a  sum  as  might  be  necessary  to  avoid  the  danger 
to  which  it  was  exposed,  and  1  wait  in  the  anxious  expecta* 
tion  of  hearing  from  you,  what  arrangements  have  been 
taken  on  this  subject,  as  I  wish  to  conform  my  measures  to 
them.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  some  unC^rese^n 
causes  siiould  have  induced  you  to  decline  so  necessary  an 
engagement,  I  hope  this  letter  may  arrive  in  season,  and 
induce  you  to  do  it. 

You  will  observe  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  transmitted 
to  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam,  but  I  have  not  sent  a  copy  of 
the  cnck>9ed  letters  to  Mr  Granii  and  Mr  Barclay,  which 
are  left  open  for  your  perusal.  I  have  net  time  now  lo  go 
particularly  into  ll»e  estimation  of  their  accounls,  but  I  am 
almost  persuaded  that  there  is,  between  them,  and  ought 
to  be  in  the  bands  of  the  former  before  this  time,  about  half 
a  milHoo  of  livres  belonging  to  the  United  States.  But  in 
the  present  exigency,  I  shall  not  reckon  on  (his  sum,  nor 
on  the  second  expedition  of  five  hundred  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  which  are,  I  presmne,  befoie  this  liour  arrived  at 
Amstordaim.  I  sliall  cafculate  on  a  deficiency  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  guilders,  and  prepare  rem'utances  as  fast  as 
proper  articles  can  be  purchased  to  that  aniount ;  because 
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the  surplus  ma^  be  well  disposed  of  to  answer  the  interest 
of  the  Dutch  loan,  which  falls  due  in  June  next. 

If,  therefore,  you  can  adopt  any  measures  by  which,  in 
circuitous  negotiations,  the  tinie  of  payment  can  be  pro- 
longed, you  may  rely  on  the  arrival  of  such  remittances  in 
the  months  of  June  and  July  at  fartliest,  as  shall  fully  an- 
swer the  sums  which  may  then  iiall  due,  and  as  I  have  told 
the  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam,  the  advices  which  I  may 
receive  will  govern  the  direction  of  those  remittances.  I 
shall  give  immediate  orders  for  the  purchase  of  one  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  as  that  amount  is  com- 
pleted, 1  shall  extend  it  according  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

The  season  has  been  so  intemperate,  that  the  navigatioa 
of  the  Chesapeake  is  to  this  hour  shut  up  by  the  ice,  but 
.  that  cannot  last  much  longer,  and  therefore  I  have  good 
hopes  that  some  capital  shipments  may  depart  before  the 
1  St  of  April ;  and  should  the  urgency  of  the  case  require 
it,  1  can  draw  at  long  sight  on  the  consignees,  a'nd  transmit 
the  bills,  which  will  enable  a  farther  negotiation,  if  neces- 
sary. The  means  of  making  remittances  are  now,  thank 
God,  in  my  power ;  for  the  amount  of  taxes  exceeds  that 
of  the  expenditures,  which  last  are  reduced  almost  to  noth- 
ing ;  and  as  the  revival  of  commerce  must  increase  the 
means  of  paying  taxes,  I  have  no  other  solicitude  for  the 
event  than  what  arises  from  the  want  of  time  to  make  due 
arrangements.  This  want,  I  persuade  myself  you  will 
remedy,  if  you  have  not  already  provided  against  it.  And 
you  may  rely,  that  any  engagements  you  may  think  it 
necessary  to  take,  shall  be  most  punctually  complied  with 
by  me. 

With  unfeigned  esteem  and  respect,  1  have  the  boi»>r  to 
be,  yours,  S^.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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P.  iS.  Since  writing  the  above,  it  occurs  to  me,  that 
there  is  (particularly  on  the  present  occasion)  a  propriety 
in  transmitting  to  you  the  best  account  in  my  power  of  the 
situation  of  things,  as  to  the  funding  of  our  public  debt.  I 
say  the  best  in  my  power,  for  I  know  not  what  is  done 
southward  of  Virginia,  no  mail  having  come  from  thence  in 
upwards  of  six  weeks,  by  reason  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  which  greatly  impedes  our  intelligence  from  every 
quarter.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  have 
adopted  the  plan  recommended  by  Congress.  I  am  as- 
sured that  New  Yojrk  and  Connecticut  will  adopt  it  very 
speedily,  and  I  am  told,  on  good  authority,  that  Rhode 
Island  will  come  in  as  soon  as  the  example  of  the  other 
States  is  communicated.  It  is  in  consequence  of  my  con- 
viction that  the  plan  will  soon  be  agreed  to  by  all,  that  I 
have  published  an  advertisement  of  the  9th  instant,  a  copy 
whereof  is  enclosed.  R.  M. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  13th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  written  to  you,  under  yesterday's  date,  on  a  very 
interesting  subject ;  and  I  will  now  add  something  farthe^r, 
which  I  did  not  choose  to  place  in  that  letter,  as  a  copy  of 
it  is  transmitted  to  the  Houses  in  Holland.  And,  first,  1 
will  give  you  an  account  of  jny  situation,  as  accurately  as 
possible,  in  order  that  (seeing  the  whole  state  of'  my  en- 
gagements, and  the  means  of  fulfilling  them)  you  may  rest 
at  ease  under  the  operation  I  have  requested,  and  which 
I  must  now  most  strongly  urge  and  entreat  you  to  en- 
gage in. 
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My  present  actual  engagements  are  tiireefold,  viz.,  first, 
general  engagements  for  the  public  service  not  jet  satisfied, 
including  (herein  the  notes  issued  by  me,  wiiich  remain  in 
circubtion  ;  secondly,  my  bills  of  exchange  unpaid ;  and, 
thirdly,  my  debts  to  the  national  bank. 

The  first  of  these  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  exact- 
ness,  for  I  take  into  the  account  all  payments  to  be  made 
for  past  services  and  the  like,  and  1  set  against  it  simdry 
sums  to  be  received,  and  the  public  goods  which  are  yet 
to  arrive.  It  cannot  be  expected,  therefore,  tlMt  any  great 
precision  will  take  place  in  this  estimate,  but  from  x\w 
clearest  insight  I  hare,  the  amount  is  rather  under  than 
over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  second  stands  thus.  I  drew  for  a  million  of  gnild- 
ders,  of  which,  calculating  the  extent,  not  more  than  one 
half  remains  unprovided  for,  as  I  have  observed  in  my  let* 
ter  of  yesterday.  Tins  half  may  be  considered  as  of  the 
valiieof  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Besides  this  sum, 
I  have  drawn  three  bills  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
guilders  each,  and  one  of  one  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
for  which  I  have  received  three  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  but  as  I  have  agreed  that  those  bills  shall  not 
be  protested,  they  are  not  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
bills  of  exchange. 

My  debt  to  the  national  bank  is  the  above  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  obtained  from  them 
by  discounting  notes  received  for  the  b!Hs  of  exchange, 
and  which  notes  they  will  continue  on  interest,  until  taken 
op  by  my  payments  here,  or  by  riiy  moneys  raised  on  the 
drafts  of  the  parties  who  gave  them,  sliould  my  bills  be 
eventually  paid  in  Europe. 

In  this  calculation  you  will  perceive,  that   I  muke  no 
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mention  of  any  moneys  which  I  suppose  to  be  in  the  bands 
of  Mr  Grand,  because,  for  the  greater  certainty,  1  will  on 
the  present  occasion  consider  them  as  e^ual  to  answer  for 
contingencies  only.  And  on  the  other  hand,  I  will  not 
calculate  the  interest  to  arise  on  moneys  borrowed  in 
Europe,  because  although  that  object  may  be  stated  as  of 
the  value  of  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  yet  to  answer  it,  I  place  first,  the  gen- 
eral system  of  funding  the  public  debts,  and  secondly, 
whatever  small  sums  may  arise  on  the  Dutch  loan,  sup- 
posing it  to  have  no  success  worth  counting  on  for  other 
purposes. 

Hence,  therefore,  we  will  state  the  account  as  of  the 
first  of  the  present  month  thus. 

Balance  due  for  past  services,  ....  j(100,000 
Due  for  bills  of  exchange  drawn,  .  .  .  200,000 
Due  to  the  national  bank,       .....       340,000, 

640,000 
Add  for  contingencies,       10,000 


$650,000 
We  come  now  to  t)ie  means  of  making  payment ;  after 
rejecting  all  hope  of  any  material  aid  from  the  Dutch  loan. 
And  they  are  as  follows.  The  taxes  for  the  last  four 
months,  ending  the  Slst  of  January,  amounted  to  some- 
what more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Towards 
these  taxes,  the  States  of  Delaware,  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  have  as  yet  paid  nothing.  ^  Neither  is  there  any- 
thing paid  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  within  the  ac- 
count of  those  months.  Tbt  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  paid 
very  little,  in  proportion,  to  their  present  ability,  and  the 
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Other  four  States  will  all,  by  the  extension  of  peace  and 
commerce,  be'  in  better  circumstances  for  revenue,  than 
they  were  before.  * 

From  the  States  of  New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  I  expect  to  derive  very  considerable  re- 
lief; particularly  from  the  first,  by  a  proposed  sale  of  con- 
fiscated lands.  However,  I  shall  (after  deducting  from  the 
probable  increase  of  the  revenue  so  much  as  may  pay  the 
current  expenditures)  calculate  the  surplus  and  the  pro- 
posed sales  of  lands,  as  amounting  to  no  mere  (han  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doHars,  by  the  end  of  next 
September.  This  then  will  place  the  sUm  unprovided  for 
at  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
fund  to  pay  it  at  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  month.  That 
fund  will  discharge  the  first  -  article  above  mentioned,  by 
the  end  of  March ;  anti  the  next  thing  to  be  provided  for, 
is  the  two  hundred,  xp  answer  bills  of  exchange  drawn. 

The  intended  provision  for  that  object  is  as  follows  ;  I 
shall  borrow  immediately  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  bank,  and  direct  purchases  of  tobacco- and  rice,  partly 
with  cash,  partly  on  credit,  and  partly  by  bills  drawn  on  me. 
By  this  means,  I  can  with  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars have  the  purchases  madd  in  all  March  and  Aprils  so 
that  the  shipments  to  the  required  amount  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  take  place,  some  in  March,  some  in 
April,  and  all  of  (hem  I  hope  by  the  end  of  May.  The 
taxes  during  April  and  May,  will  pay  the  purchases  on 
credit,  and  the  biUs  drawn  on  me ;  and  the  taxes  in  June 
and  July  will  pay  tlie  hundred  thousand  dollars  due  to  the 
bank.  By  the  end  of  Septtmber,  therefore,  I  may  calcu- 
late on  a  full  disctiarge  of  all  these  debts. 

]f  the  loan  should  meet  with  succcss,^  my  relief  will  be 
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more  speedy ;  but  you  will  see,  Sir,  from  this  detail,  what 
is  most  important  to  you,  viz }  that  the  fcinds  will  be  placed 
in  Europe  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  to  pay  the 
half  million  of  guilders,  which  I  desire  you  to  provide  for. 
I  suppose  \h<B  mode  of  circuitous  negotiations  to  be  very 
familiar  with  your  bankers,  but  I  would  hint  at  the  follow- 
ing as  practicable.  Suppose  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam  to 
draw  in  the  month  of  March  on  Mr  Grand,  at  sixty,days' 
sight ;  Mr  Grand  might  in  May  draw  on  a  good  House 
in  London  for  his  full  reimbursement,  and  the  House  in 
London  might,  in  like  manner,  reimburse  on  Messrs  Le 
Couteulx  &  Co.  by  which  time  the  remittances  would  ar- 
rive. Or  the  time  ifiight  be  still  farther  extended,  if 
the  House  in  London  should  reimburse  on.  Messrs  Wil- 
helm  and  Jan  Wiilink,  and  they  on  Messrs  Le  Couteulx. 
Or  the  last  bills  might  perhaps  be  drawn  on  Mr  Grand  ^ 
instead  of  Messrs  Le  Couteulx.  However^  supposing  that 
the  credit  of  those  gentlemen  noight  be  useful,  I  have  re- 
quested them  to  aid  your  operations^  should  you  think 
proper  to  ask  their  aid. 

And  now,  my  Dear  Si;-,  le(  me  before  I  close  this  letter, 
entreat  of  you  most  earnestly,  that  the  public  credit  just 
beginning  to  revive  be  not  totally  lost  for  a  want  of  an 
effort,  which  is  but  nothing  in  comparison  with  what  we 
have  already  experienced,  and  passed  through  with 
success. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  yours,  fiic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THOMAS   JKFFERSON. 

OfBce  of  Finance,  February  25tby  1784. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  first  instant  reached  nie  but  a  few  days 
since,  and  I  seize  the  earliest  moment  in  my  power  of 
replying  to  it.  I  shall  reply  also  in  this  letter  to  that  with 
which  I  was  favored  from  Mr  Williamson,  and  pray  both 
him  and  the  committee  that  they  will  excuse  it ;  assuring 
them  that  it  proceeds  from  a  desire  of  collecting  all  I  have 
to  say  on  the  subject  under  one  poiilt  of  view. 

It  was  and  is  my  opinion,  ancl  has  frequently  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  calls  of  Congress  should  be  confined  to 
the  arrears  of  former  requisitions,  so  long  as  it  can  be  pos- 
sible out  of  such  means  to  defray  the  current  expenditures. 
And  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  comprise  a  part  of 
the  expenditures  of  1782  and  1783  within  that  debt,  for 
the  interest  whereof  permanent  funds  have  been  required, 
I  thought  It  my  duty  to  oppose  any  relinquishment  of  the 
existing  requisitions.  I  will  not  repeat  .the  reasons,  be- 
cause the  grand  committee  appear  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  was  evident,  that  if  those  requisitions  should 
produce  more  thdn  the  current  expenditure,  the  surplus 
would  easily  be  applied  towards  discharging  a  part  of  the 
debt,  which  arose  during  the  years  1782  and  1783. 

Enclosed,  Sir,  you  will  find  the  required  amount  of  taxes 
received  to  the  end  of  last  year.  But  .since  that  period, 
there  have  been  farther  receipts,  and  I  must  observe,  that 
among  these  are  some  smal!  sums  collected  in  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  on  the  requisitions  for  !  783.  But  these 
are  nevertheless  carried,  in  the  treasury  books,  to  account 
of  the  unsatisfied  requisitions  of  1782. 
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ConfiDtng  myself  to  round  numbers,  because  I  presume 
the  committee  would  rather  receive  information  materially 
right  in  season,  than  wait  for  greater  accuracy  at  the  ex- 
pense of  moments,  every  one  of  which  mus|  be  precious, 
I  take  leave  to  mention,  that  the  arrearages  on  the  requisi- 
tions of  1782  and  1783  exceed  eight  millions,  and  that 
one  of  those  eight  millions  would  pay  the  unfunded  expen- 
ditures from  the  end  of  1781  to  the  commencement  of  the 
current  year  5  by  which  term  of  unfunded  expenditures 
used  for  want  of  a  better,  I  mean  stich  part  of  the  public 
debt  as  arose  in  that  year,  and  which  not  having  been  car- 
ried to  the  aceount  of  the  public  debt,  but  retraining  due 
on  my  ofiicial  engagements  and  anticipations, ^nust  still  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  requisitions.  There  will  remain, 
therefore,  at  least  seven  millions  for  the  service  of  this 
year,  and  payment  of  a  part  of  the  former  debt,  sliould  the 
collections  be  so  rapid  as  to  pay  off  the  reqtiired  million 
beyond  the  immediate  expenses,  which  I  confess  there  is 
but  little  reason  to  expect.  It  will,  however,  be  useful, 
that  pressing  application  be  made  to  the  States,  to  com- 
plete their  quotas,  under  those  requisitions ;  for  if  only  one 
htmdred  thousand  dollars  were  employed  in  payment  of 
our  funded  debt,  before  January  next,  in  addition  to  the 
provision  for  paying  the  interest,  we  might  then  consider 
the  independence  of  our  country  as  firmly  established.  I 
shall  dwell  no  longer  on  this  subject,  which  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  better  matured  by  the  committee,  than  by  any  of  my 
reflections.  But  I  am  bound  to  mention.  Sir,  that,  from 
the  slowness  and  smallness  of  the  collections,  our  finances 
are  in  a  more  critical  situation  than  you  can  easily  con- 
ceive ;  such  that  I  dare  not  leave  this  place,  although  I  am 
very  desirous  of  paying  my  respects  to  Congress  at  An- 
napolis. 
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As  to  the  vote  of  September,  1782,  requiring  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  payment  of  interest 
on  Loan  Office  certificates,  be.  I  have  no  official  infor- 
mation of  what  has  been  done  by  the  States ;  some  among 
them  have,  I  believe,  directed  the  issue  of  certain  other 
.  kind  pf  certificates  for  payment  of  that  interest ;  but  as  the 
acts  do  not  conform  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  I  can- 
not know  what  conduct  the  Loan  officers  havia  pursued. 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  States  individually  are 
not  sensible  how  necessary  it  is  to  conform  to  genera!  reg- 
ulations; on  every  occasion,  some  local  convenience  is 
consulted,  and  a  deviation  made,  which  appears  to  be  of 
little  conseguence  to  the  general  system,  and  which  is 
nevertheless  important,  and  becomes  injurious  to  the  very 
State  by  which  it  was  made.  The  idea  of  an  officer  64^ 
pendent  only  on  Congress^  amenable  only  to  them,  srnd 
consequently  obedient  only  to  orders  derived  f^om  their 
authority,  is  disagreeable  to  each  State,  and  carries  with  it 
the  air  of  restraint.  Every  such  officer,  therefore,  finds  the 
weight  of  public  opinion  to  contend  with.  But  how  in  a 
continent  so  extensive,  can  that  simplicity  of  administration, 
which  is  essential  to  order  and  economy,  be  introduced, 
unless  such  officers  are  not  only  tolerated,  but  aided  by 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities?  I  will  pursue 
these  ideas  no  further  for  the  present,  because  I  think  the 
opportunity  will  arrive  in  which  the  subject  must  be  con- 
sidered with  more  attention. 

Enclosed,  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  ^n  account 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  an  account  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  offi- 
ces. Neither  of  these  is  as  complete  as  could  be  wished, 
though  as  perfect  as  they  can  at  present  be  made.     You 
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will  dpubtl^ss  ol^serve,  that  all  the  offices  are  DOt  conv- 
pletely  filled,  and  that  alt  the  contingent  expenses  are  not 
brought  into  the  account.^  Among  the  latter  omissions  is 
the  contingent  expense  of  our  foreign  ministers,  which  will, 
I  am  persuaded,  be  far  from  inconsiderable.  I  have 
thought  it  proper,  also,  to  transmit  to  the  committee  ao 
estimate  of  the  sum  at  which  our  civil  establishment  might 
be  fixed  ;  and  on  this  estimate  1  *make  the  following  gene- 
ral observations.  •  1st.  That  the  articles  of  contingencies 
therein  mentioned,  are  carried  out  on  conjecture,  and 
therefore  the  sum  total  may  be  somewhajt  more  or  less,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  2dly.  That  the  number^,  titles, 
and  salaries  of  the  several  officers  being  entirely  in  the  dis- 
position of  Congress,  they  will  add  to  or  diminish  from 
ihem  as  they  may  think  proper,  wherefore  the  totals  will 
doubtless  be  different  from  what  I  have  stated  ;  and  3dly. 
that  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  expense  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  old  accounts,  will  cease  of  itself  when  those 
accounts  are  settled. 

I  proceed  then  to  observe  more  particularly  on  the  ex- 
penses of  the  President's  household..  1st.  That  the  pre- 
sent mode  is  certahily  objectionable,  as  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  observe,  and  whrch  I  now  repeat  with  the 
more  freedom,  as  nothing  which  can  be  said  will  bear  the 
least  personal  application.  My  reasons  are,  1st.  No  per- 
son not  accountable  to  the  United  States  should  be  in- 
vested with  the  right  of  drawing  at  will  on  the  public  treias- 
ury.  2dly.  Ever^  expenditure  ought,  as  far  as  the  reason 
and  nature  of  things  will  permit,  to  be  ascertained  with 
precision.  3dly.  A  fixed  salary  being  annexed  to  the 
office  of  President  of  Congress,  he  will  be  more  eflfectually 
master  of  his  own  household,  and  in  consequence  a  greater 
order  and  economy  may  reasonably  be  expected. 
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^  .  On  tbe  expenaes  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Cqugress, 
I  shall  say  nothing.  The  expenses,  the  duties,  and  the 
cares  are  so  immediately  under  the  eye  of  Congress  them- 
selves, that  it  would  be  presumption.  But  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  to  the  account  of  the  contingencies  of  this  office, 
ought  to  be  carried  the  expense  not  only  of  office  k-enf, 
stationary,  &c.  but  also  fuel  for  Congress,  printmg  of  the 
journals,  expresses  sent  h^  Congress,  and  the  like. 

The  chaplains  of  Congress  receive,  at  present,  at  the 
rate  of  four  hundred  dollars  each.  If  the  office  be  neces- 
sary, it  ought.to  be  so  supported  as  that  the  officers  may  be 
entirely  attached  to  Congress,  and  accompany  them  in 
their  changes,  or  fix  at  their  permanent  place  of  residence ; 
whichever  of  these  modes  shall  eventually  be  adopted,  1 
have  ventured  to  state  their  salaries  at  one  thousand  dollars 
each ;  perhaps  I  am  still  under  the  proper  sum. 

On  the  expense  of  the  court  of  appeals  I  can  say  noth- 
ing, because  I  know  not  whether  the  continuance  of  it  be 
necessary.  But  I  should  suppose,  that  if  tluree  genden^en, 
well  versed  in  the  law  of  nations,  were,  from  the  tenure 
of  their  offices  to  be  always  with  Congress  (so  as  to  be  con- 
sulted and  employed  when  the  public  service  niigbt  require 
it)  such  an  establishment  would  be  continued,  if  the  ex- 
pense did  not  exceed  the  utility. 

Wlien  all  our  accounts  shall  be  settled,  our  debts  either 
paid  or  properly  funded,  and  things  reduced  to  a  peace 
establishment,  the  expenses  of  the  Office  of  Finance  may 
perhaps  be  reduced  about  two  thousand  dollars,  by  taking 
away  the  salaries  of  the  assistant  and  one  clerk,  and  adding 
somewhat  to  that  of  the  secretary ;  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  think  the  number  of  the  officers  can 
be  lessened.  .The*salary  of  the  Superii^tendent  has  often 
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been  mentioned  as  very  high.  This  is  a  subject  on  which 
I  can  speak-  with  great  plainness,  and  but  lor  the  disagree- 
able situation  of  things  above  mentioned,  I  should  speak  also 
without  any  personal  reference.  I  humbly  conceive,  that 
the  object  of  Congress  is  what  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  an 
enlightened  economy.  On  the  powers  of  the  office  I  will 
say  nothing  here,  because  it  would  be  misplaced.  The 
expenses  of  it  are  and  ought  to  be  gres^t.  Until  we  can 
create  new  beings  we  must  take  mankind  as  they  are ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  we  must  take  them  as  they  are  in  our 
own  country.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
splendor  is  necessary  to  those  who  are  clothed  with  the 
higher  offices  of  the  United  States.  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  without  it,  those  officers  do  not  perform  one  of  the 
duties,  which  they  owe  to  their  masters ;  and  I  can  say, 
also,  from  experience  that  a  salary  of  six  thousand  dollars 
does,  not  exceed  the  expense  of  that  officer.  I  speak  for 
my  successor,  or  rather  for  my  country.  Neither  the 
powers  nor  emoluments  of  the  office  have  sufficient  charms 
to  keep  me  in  hone  hour  after  I  can  quit  it,  and  I  did  hope 
that  period  would  liave  arrived  during  the  next  month. 
Perhaps  it  may.  If  a  man  of  fortuiie  chooses  to  run  the 
career  of  vanity  or  ambition,  he  will  naturally  wish  the  sal- 
aries of  office  to  be  low,  because  it  must  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  honest  competitors.  I  say  honest  competitors,  be- 
cause those  who  would  make  a  property  of  public  trusts 
will  always  be  tndiflfcrent  as  to  the  amount  of  salary,  seein;^ 
that  with  such  men  it  forms  the  smallest  pecuniary  consid- 
eration. When  a  liberal  salary  enables  a  man,  not  rich,  to 
live  in  a  style  of  splendor  without  impairing  hrs  private  for- 
tune, the  show  he  makds  and  the  respect  attached  to  him 
really   belong  to  the  country  he  serves,  and  are  among  the 
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necessary  trappings  of  her  dignity.  Now  it  has  always 
appeared  to  ine  that  true  economy  consists  in  putting  proper 
men  in  proper  places ;  to  which  purpose  proper  salaries  are 
a  previous  requisite.  Here  I  shall  pause,  because  the  re- 
flection occurs  to  my  mind,  that  perhaps  this,  with  many 
other  propositions  equally  true,  will  never  be  duly  felt  until 
an  opposite  conduct  shall  lead  to  disagreeable  conviction. 
If  indeed  it  were  my  object  to  enforce  this  point,  I  should 
go  no  further  than  the  past  experience  of  Congress,  and 
perhaps  there  might  be  room  for  some  argument  on  the 
actual  state  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  ex- 
penses of  that  office,  as  well  as  of  the  War  Office,  require 
only  a  reference  to  what  ha<«  been  just  mentioned.  The 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Office  cannot  be  curtailed,  for 
before  the  present  business  can  be  lessened,  that  of  cur 
debt  must  come  forward,  and  there  must  be  sotne  persons 
to  manage  it,  although  the  gr^at  machinery  at  present  em- 
ployed will  be  unnecessary. 

For  reasons  of  evident  propriety,  1  say  nothing  on  the 
establishment  of  our  foreign  servants,  only  recommending, 
that  as  little  as  possible  be  left  to  the  article  of  contitigen- 
cies.  Because,  if,  on  the  one  hand,  it  be  just  to  compen- 
sate extraordinary  and  unexpected  expenses  for  the  public 
service,  it  is  proper,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reduce  within 
the  closest  limits  of  certainty,  which  the  nature  of  things 
can  perinit,  the  amount  of  those  burdens  which  "the  people 
must  bear.  And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  contin- 
gencies are  generally  speaking  a  kind  of  expenses,  tvhich 
though  justified  by  necessity  are  unprovided  for  by  express 
appropriation,  and  vvhich  therefore  ought  as  much  as  pos* 
sible  to  be  avoided. 

The  Inst  article  is,  expenses  on  collection  of  the  revenue ; 
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and  it  is  much  10  be  lamented,  that  this  is  so  heavy  ;  not 
indeed  the  sum  proposed  in  the  estimate,  which  is  tri- 
fling, but  it  will  be  fouird  on  examination,  ti^at  the  CX'^ 
pense  of  collecting  taxes  in  this  country  is  greater  than  in 
almost  any  other ;  a  serious  misfortune,  and  which  would 
certainly  be  provided  against  if  the  officers  of  the  collec- 
tion were  nominated  by  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
because  then  those  principles  of  suspicion,  which  have 
already  done  so  much  and  spoken  so  loudly,  would  soon  fix 
upon  a  grievance,  at  present  overlooked,  because  it  forms 
part  of  the  system  favorable  to  withholding  instead  of  col- 
lecting taxes.  It  has  already  been  observed,  that  otficers 
of  the  nature  .of  receivers  are  necessary  in  the  several 
States ;  it  is  here  repeated,  and  experience  will  prove  it. 
At  the  same  time  the  Committee  will  please  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Loan  officers  are  not  included  in  the  estimate ;  the 
reason  of  which  is,  that  they  can  answer  no  purpose  but 
the  expense  of  the  appointment,  and  the  complicating  of  a 
system  which  ought  to  be  simplified.  An  officer  whose 
duty  it  is  to  urge  collections,  may  do  good  if  he  performs 
that  duty,  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  paying,  means  may 
be  adopted,  which  will  be  more  effectual,  less  expensive, 
and  infinitely  less  liable  •  to  fraud.  Not  to  niention  that 
these  means  may  be  such  as  to  avoid  long  and  intricate 
accounts.  In  fact  (and  I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the 
observation)  tliere  seems  to  have  existed  a  solicitude  how 
to  spend  money  conveniently  and  ea&Hy,  but  little  care  how 
to  obtain  it  speedily  and  effectually.  The  sums  I  have  pro- 
posed as  fixed  salaries  for  these  officers,  may  at  first  sight 
a^)pear  krge,  but  if  the  office  is  to  be  at  all  useful  it  tnust 
be  in  the  hands,  of  n  good  man  who  can  devote  to  it  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  and  who  will  neither  by  his  pri- 
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vate  distresses  nor  by  the  scantiness  of  his  8ti)>end,  be 
prompted  to  betray  his  trust,  or  abuse  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  iiim. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  take  the  liberty  further 
to  mention  to  tJie  committee,  as  a  principal  means  of 
avoiding  man/  disagreeable  discussions  relative  to  the 
present  object,  that  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  due 
regulations  of  the  post  office,  would  .soon  supply  the  funds 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  civil  establishment. 
The  former  of  these  is  ent'nrely  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
and  I  should  suppose,  that  the  States  could  hai'e  no  rea- 
sonable objection  to  leave  the  revenue,  which  might  arise 
from  the  second  to  the  disposition  of  Congress  for  that 
pnr|K>se. 

I  pray  you  to  excuse  me,  Sir,  for  troubling  you  with  so 
long  a  letter,  which  I  will  not  add  to  by  making  an  apolo- 
gy ;  but  assure  you  of  the  respect,  with  which  I  have  the 
lK)nor  (o  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


PROPOSED   EXPENSES   OF   THE    CIVIL   LiST. 

President  of  Congress^  his  household,  $10,000 

His  private  Secretary,        ....  500 


Secretary  of  Congress, 
Two  Clerks, 
MesseDger, 


$10,500 


Contingencies ;  fuel,  stationary,  rent,  &c. 

Chaplains  of  Congress,        .... 

Three  Judges  of  Appeals,  ii  2250  doUxua  etich,    6,750 

Contingencies  during  their  sittings,  150 


6,900 
84,450 
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Superifttendent  of  Financ^f        -        -        -  ^,^00 

Assistant, 1^850 

Secretary,        ......  1,000 

Clerks,  three, 1,500 

Messenger,              ...        -  300 

$10,650 

Contingencies, 750 

*  11,400 

Minuter  &f  WAr,              ....  6,000 

Two  Clerks,            -    .    -        -        -        -  1,000 

Mev^ni^r,             300 

^  7,300 

Contingencies,               ....  500 


Minister  of  Foreign  t^ffairs,           -           -  6,000 

Two  Secretaries,  2,000    " 

Messenffer,  ...        -  .  300 

^^ —    8,306 

Contingencies,  ...  -  500 

CoMi'oUtr  of  the  Tttdpir^f  -  -  1,850 

Auditor, 1,000 

Six  Clerks, 3,000 

^-^ 5,830 

Register,  ^         -         -         -  -  1,200 

Fottr  Clerks,  -         -         -  •  2,000 

3,200 

Treasurer,        ....  -  1,500 

Clerk, 500 

.     2,000 

Messeng'er,        ....  -  800 

11,350 
Contingencies,  ....  1,000 


7^ 


d,80d 


12,350 


64,800 
Ttoo  Foreign  Ministers^  at  $10,000  eachy  20,000 

Five  Residents,  with  CdnJndar  Powers,  at  6,000,  30,000 

Contingencies,  ...  -    10,000 

60,000 

Permanent  expense,  ...  124^800. 

Temporary  Expense* 
A  CoBuiiiisioiierof  aocountf  hete,  salary  1,500 
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A  Commistioner  for  fettling  old  accouBts  in 
Europe,  hit  o^fkBf  contingent  expenses, 

Ac.  suppone $10,000 

Two  Clerks,  1,000 

Contingencies, 250 

«,750 

MoltipIjT  by  18 

49,500 

59,500 

$184,800 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  17th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Permit  me,  through  your  Excellency,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  to  the  situation  of  my 
department.     During  the  last  year,  engagements  were 
made  to  a  very   considerable  amount  for  paymefnt  of 
the  army.     This  payment  was  effected  by  notes  which 
fell  due  the  end  of  last  year,  and  the  commencement  of 
this.     The  funds  at  my  disposal  were  unequal  to  the 
discharge  of  them*     I  was,  therefore,  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  loan  in  Hol- 
land.    The  information  I  had  received  from   the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  the  management  of  it,  gave  me  hopes 
that  funds  sufficient  to   discharge  those  bills  were  in 
their  hands  ;  for  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June  and 
July,  they  had  received  and  distributed  obligations  for 
>one  million  one  hundred  and  thirtysix  thousand  florins. 
But  from  causes,  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves 
to  Congress,  that  loan,  which  had  taken   a  rapid  start 
at  the  peace,  began   to  decline   in  August  and  stood 
still  during  all  November.     It  has  happened,  therefore, 
that  bills  to  the  amount  of  one  million   three  hundred 
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and  twentyfive  thousand  florins,  equal  at  the  eurfent 
exchange  to  five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
are  protested  for  non-acceptance.  Should  they  come 
back  protested  for  non-payment,  the  consequences  will 
bo  easily  imagined. 

For  about  a  month  past  I  have  been  in  the  expecta- 
tion, {Lhat  this  disagreeable  event  would  happen,  and 
whether  it  will  or  not  is  ^yet  undetermined.  My  last 
advices  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  management 
of  the  loan  are  in  a  lettef  of  the  22d  of  December ;  by 
which  they  tell  me,  **we  are  sorry  to^  be  obliged  to 
^repeat,  that  since  our  last  till  the  present  moment,  our 
prospects  are  not  very  much  increased;  however,  we 
are  not  quite  without  hopes,  and  have  determined,  if 
we  cannot  do  otherwise,  to  sacrifice  some  more  pre- 
mium to  the  undertakers,  which  if  we  do,  we  will 
charge  to  the  account  of  the  United  States.  We  think 
ourselves  fully  authorised  to  do  this  by  the  circum- 
stances, since  without  the  bills  going  back,  it  is 
certain  that,  besides  the  disappointment  and  the  dis- 
credit it  would  give  to  the  government  bills,  the 
expenses  attending  the  returns  will  be  much  more 
burdensome.  We  have  almost  no  prospect  of  getting 
the  money  without  such  a  sacrifice,  and  only  hope  it 
will  answer  your  views.''  Enclosed  you  have  the 
account  current  with  these  gentlemen,  as  sketched  out 
by  the  register  for  information  ;  by  which  it  appears, 
that  they  had  in  their  hands  a  balance  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty current  guilders  on  the  dlst  of  October  last,  and 
by  the  subordinate  account,  number  five,  it  will  ap« 
pear,  that  my  bills  exceed  that  balance  by  one  million 
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five  hundred  and  thirteen  tfaoasand  two  hundred  and 
twentynine  florins;  but  from  this  a  deduction  is  to  bo 
made  for  some  tobacco  shipped  to  them,  the  account  of 
tales  whereof  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  They  have^ 
however,  accepted  of  my  bills  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  funds,  aad  Sttill  there  are  to  the  value  of  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  florins 
protested  for  non<acceptance..  In  order,  however,  that 
Congress  may  possess  as  full  a  view  of  things  as  pos- 
sible, I  will  suppose,  for  the  present,  that  by  making  a 
sacrifice  of  premium  the  funds  for  discharging  these 
bills  may  be  obtained.  I  must  also  mention  here,  to 
obviatQ  what  might  be  suggested,  that  the  remittances 
to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  and  Mr  Grand  will  be  found 
accounted  for  in  their  accounts,  but  lime  Will  not  per- 
n[)it  going  into  all  those  details  at.  present. 

Supposing  tlien  the  funds  to  be  obtained  for  payment 
of  these  bills,  the  interest  falling  due  the 'beginning  of 
June  next,  will  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  flo- 
rins, equal  at  the  current  exchange  to  }S0,000 
By   the  enclosed  state   of  payments 

just  received  from  Mr  Grand  it  wjll 

appear,  that  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 

bef)  there  is  payable  at  his  House 

the  sum  of  one  million  six  hundred 

thousand  livres,  equal  ^t  the  current 

exchange  to  330,000 


11400,000 

Thus  you  will  And,  that  on  the  best  supposition   which 

can  be  made,  there  is  to  be  paid  in  Europe  during  this  year 

four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the  salaries 
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of  foreign  Ministers  and  their  coniingent  expenses.  There 
is  also  to  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand, 
dollars,  due  in  this  country  on  engagements  taken  for  the 
public  service  during  the  last  and  present  year,  besides 
notes  in  circulatimi,  which  may  probably  be  absorbefl  by  tlie 
taxes,  between  this  and  tlie  1st  of  May  next.  Thus  ther6 
is  ^  deficiency  of  lialf  a  million  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
taxes  from  the  1st  of  May,  to  which  naust  be  added  sun- 
dry debts  of  the  last  year  not  yet  adjusted,  and  which  can* 
not  therefore  be  estimated,  but  which  may  amount  to 
between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  more. 
And  to  all  this  must  be  added  the  current  expenses,  which 
Congress  will  best  be  able  to  ascertain. 

This,  Sk*,  isi  a:  view  of  things,  upon  the  fairest  side,  but 
if  the  bills  noted  for  non-acceptance  come  back,  a  scene 
will  then  be  opened,  wliich  it  is  better  for  you  to  conceive 
than  for  me  to  describe.  The  delay  of  the  Stales,  in  pass- 
ing the  laws  for  granting  revenue  to  fund  our  debts  has 
left  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  totally  unprovided  for ;  and  I  cannot  see  the  least 
probability  that  this  general  concurrence  will  be  obtained 
in  season  to  make  that  provision.  1  beg  leave,  therefore, 
to  suggest  the  expedient  thi^t  the  produce  of  the  requisi- 
tions for  1782  and  1783  be  partly  appropriated  to  tbat 
payment,  and  that  the  money  be  replaced  from  the  proper 
funds  when  obtained.  But  whatever  mode  may  be 
adopted,  Cong^'ess  will  dpublloss  be  struck  with  this  truth, 
that  unless  the  States  can  be  stimulated  into  exertion,  and 
that  s})eedily,  everything  musjt  fail  into  confusion.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  anticipate  the  evil  consequences.  Having 
stated  the  facts  I  have  done  my  duty. 

1  must,  however,  pray  a  moment's   indulgence  to  men- 

VOL.   XII.         *       Ci 
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lion,  that  the  accounts  of  the  last  year  would  hare  beeti 
rendered  by  this  tioie,  but  as  I  have  not  relinquished  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  quit  this  office  soon,  I  have  rather 
desired  to  be  able  to  complete  all  the  accounts  of  my  ad« 
ministration.  It  will  give  me  infinite  pleasure,  if,  when  I 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Congress  these  accounts 
with  my  contmission,  I  shall  find  them  in  circumstances  as 
prosperous  as  those  under  which  I  accepted  it  were  ad- 
verse. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO     JACOB     RS4I>,     MBIfBCIi     OF     ▲     COMinTTBC     OF 
CONGRS8S. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  30th,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowfedge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  th6 
1 4th  instant ;  which  sliould  have  been  done  sooner,  but 
that  I  have  been  much  engaged,  and  indeed  the  accounts 
you  ask  for,  and  which  are  enclosed,  required  time  to  be 
completed.  I  shall  expect  the  papers  which  relate  to  Mr 
Gillon  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

With  respect  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  cannot 
presume  to  say  anything  about  it,  unless  it  should  be 'offi- 
cially referred  to  me,  which  indeed  would  s6em  to  be  the 
regular  mode  of  proceeding  in  matters  of  that  sort,  but  I 
am  far  from  desirous  of  such  reference,  and  therefore  if 
Congress  are  prepared  to  decide,  I  am  perfectly  con- 
tent. So  long  as  I  am  in  their  service  I  shall  endeat'or  to 
carry  their  measures  into  effect. 

I  am  perfectly  in  opinion  with  the  committee,  that  the 
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arrears  should  be  demanded  before  new  requisitions  are 
made;,  and  if  I,  were  to  hint  anything  like  advice,  it  should 
be  ^hai  Congidss  state  clearly  the  evils  which  arise  from 
their  inability  to  enforce  the  payments. 

The  desire  that  Loan  officers  may  issue  certificates  I 
have  long  known,  and  I  know  also,  that  it'  originates  in 
a  desu'e  to  elude  actual  by  making  nominal  payments. 
However,  it  occurs  to  me  that  a  mode  might  be  fallen  upon  ' 
to  conciliate  this  object  with  the  public  interest.  I  consider 
the  Loan  offices  as  a  very  unnecessary  burden  on  the 
community,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  for  I 
am  sure  that  the  whole  business  might  be  better  done  at 
one  tenth  of  the  expense,  besides  the  advantage  of  leaving 
no  unsettled  aecoimts  betiind.  If  the  States  will  aqt  with 
rigor  and  honesty  on  the  present  occasioq,  th^are  would  be 
no  difficulty,  I  should  suppose,  in  rtitgotiating  with  the 
several  banks  to  make  actual  effective  payment.  But  you 
may  be  surq  they  will  not  undertake  anything  unless  they 
have  a  solid  reliance  on  the  revenues.  Now  this  is  pre- 
cisely, what  Congress  ought  to  desire,  for  if  they  are  pie- 
vailed  on  to  cause  the  issue  of  paper  nioney  by  their  offi- 
cers, the  States  may  as  heretofore  neglect  the  n>eans  of 
redeeming  it,  and  then  al(  the  blame  fails  upon  Congress. 
Indeed  they  wpuW  well  deserve  it.  For  why  need  they 
attempt  to  accommodate  the  States  in  the  manner  proposed? 
Thk^l^  yoi|  the  )Liegiis)atures  will,  be  more  solicitous  to  save 
the  public  faith  than  to  quiet  the  clamors  of  their  own  cit- 
izen^  ?  For  my  part  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  not, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  an  address  to  the  public  credi- 
tors, charging  the  fault  where  it  is  justly  chargeable,  would 
be  more  useful  than  mere  temporary  palliations  of  their 
distress.     On  the  whole  I  think  it  best  for  Congress  to 
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adhere  txs  much  as  possible  to  great  outlbes,  and  lb  avoid 
details.  Those  should  be  left  to  the  Mfauster  6f  Finance. 
If  be  is  an  able  and  honest  man  he  will  do  well,  and  if  the 
thing  be  well  done  all  is  riglit.  If  he  be  unequal  to  his 
duties,  the  blame  of  wrong  meascn^s  will  M\  upon  him. 
But  if  Congress  do  his  work,  then  unless  their  woi^k  be 
more  than  humanly  perfect,  they  will  undoubtedly  com- 
promise theniselv^.  I  say  these  things  to  you  in  a  con- 
viction of  (he  truth  of  what  I  say,  and  with  a  perfect 
mdifierence  as  to  any  persoiral  considerations.  If  I  can 
get  out  of  oflke  I  will,  and  if  1  cannot  I  will  never  ask 
Congress  for  a  confidence  they  do  not  wisli  to  repose. 

I  am  very  much  obfiged,  my  Dear  Sir,  by  your  kind 
and  confidential  communication,  and  reply  to  it,  as  you  see, 
witii  full  confidence.  If  I  were  in  a  situation  to  converse 
with  you  on  the  state  of  our  aflairs,  I  should  be  glad  to  do 
it,  but  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  not  permit  the  saying  What 
is  necessary  on  so  extensive  a  subject.  I  find  that  Con- 
gress are  in  the  habit  of  passing  re^lutions,  which  relate  to 
my  department,  without  a  reference;  f  am  sorry  for  it,  be- 
cause some  of  them  are  inconvenient  to  me,  and  others 
will  I  fear  be  found  dangerous.  However,  they  ore  the 
best  judges  of  what  is  for  the  public  interest,  and  therefore 
'I  shall  avoid  as  miich  as  possible  all  remonstrance. 
I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  tnost  obedient,  &c. 

ROBEilT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THOMAS    XCFFKBSWV. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  8th,  llfSi. 

Sir, 

-I  htive  received  the  kxtet  tfhidh  you  did  nte  the  honor 
to  Write  on  the  30th  of  l&st  month,  for  which  I  pray  you  to 
tiGcept  my  thanks.  The  circult^r  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
•you  eoclo&ed,  has  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  pray 
leave  to  assure  the  committee,  th^t  while  I  am  favored 
with  the  firm  support  of  Congress,  I  shull  not  siirink  from 
tiie  difllcuhies,  however  great,  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened. 

Tlie  idea  of  tippfying  tathe  bufnks  for  aid,  is  in  ksetf  a 
good  one,  but  the  present  moment  is  unfiivorabie.  Tlie 
estafbUshment  of  TO  mafiy  batiks  instead  of  aidttig  credit, 
and  facilitating  oper^tiotis,  will  for  some  time  to  come  hftve 
a  contrary  effect,  and  it  is  not  witfeout  gredt  dSfficuky,  tbet 
tliey  will  each  collect  a  capita)  siiifficient  to  support  its  own 
operations.  The  struggle  to  get  such  capital,  phices  these 
institutions  in  a  degree  of  opposfitidn  to  each  other,  injurious 
to  them  ail.  Without  going  more  minutely  into  that  part 
of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe  further,  that  as 
we  had4io  mint  established  when  ttie  treaty  of  peace  took 
place,  and  consequently  ho  proper  regulation  of  our  coin, 
a  great  part  of  it  was  immediately  exported,  and  the  coun- 
try being  now  laden  with  foreign  goods,  and  having  but 
little  means  of  payment  with  prothifcfe,  ^1' further  exporta- 
tions  of -coin  will  take  place,  especially  if  by  the  return  of 
the  public  bills  so  great  an  additional  remittanee  becomes 

I  »hall  leKMet^Dobaek'^ations'upQm  ibis  ^^nutteraoo the 
'go^  'MO^  6f  the  iJdoiYMFnittee,  ^d  tprocectd  to  (mention 
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furtlier,  that  it  the  abilities  of  the  several  banks  were  ever 
80  great,  we  cannot  rely  much  on  their  inclinations,  unless 
their  respective  directors  could  clearly  see  a  prospect  of 
speedy  reimbursement  from  the  taxes*  It  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  much  delicacy,  to  make  any  proposals  to  them 
on  the  part  of  goverument ;  ibr  which  atid  for  other  evident 
reasons,  I  pray  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  leaving  all 
,  such  negotiations  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance.  That 
officer  has  already  sufficient  powers  to  do  everything,  ex- 
cept granting  premiums  ibr  the  loans  proposed,  and  with 
respect  to  them,  I  am  dearly  of  i  opinion,  that  none  ought 
to  be  given  ;  but  if  in  the  last  necessity  that  step  should  be 
unavoidable,  he  may  then  apply  for  authority.  This  I 
Conceive  to  be  better  than  vesting  him  beforehand  with 
such  extensive  power  \  for  the  C9mmittee  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  as  the  laws  of  the  several  States  have  fixed 
the  rate  df  interest,  premiums  00  loans,  which  in  their 
effect  raise  the  rate  of  interestj  would  be  exceptionable  as 
well  as  odious.  It  is  true,  that  the  situation  of  affair^  is 
very  disagreeable,  but  it  is  better  to  bear  up  and  struggle 
bard  against  present  difficulties  than  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  evils. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   TffB    P&E8IPENT   OF    COj)IOB£SS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  29th,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  considera- 
tion, of  Coftgress  the  extract  of  a  letter  fmm  the  «om* 
missioner  for  settliog  the   aecoants  of  Conneolieut, 
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together  with  the  copy  of  a  receipt  which  was  en- 
closed in  ity  and  the  original  of  which  is  returned  to 
the  comihissioner.  Before  I  make  any  observations 
on  this  extract  I  take  the  present  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining a  part  of  my  conduct,  which  has  I  know 
given  some  offence. 

Previous  to  the.  acceptance  of  my  office  I  was  natu* 
rally  led  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  I  should  be 
brought  to  act.  I  clearly  saw  that  ^reat  confusion  had 
been  introduced  into  the  public  affairs,  not  merely 
from  defects  in  former  plans,  but  from  a  great  negli- 
gence in  those  to  whom  the  execution  had  been  com- 
mitted. For  although  the  general  arrangements  were 
in  some  respects  defective,  as  is  the  case  with  all 
human  institutions,  yet  those  who  were  in  any  degree 
culpable  had  taken  care  to  charge  the  fault  on  such 
de6ciencies  by  way  of  excusing  themselves.  Congress 
will  perceive  at  a  single  glance,  that  where  boards  or 
committees,  perpetually  changing,  and  whose  members 
are  not  accountable,  are  charged  with  the  superintend- 
ence of  a  general  system,  and  the  subordinate  agents 
rendered  accountable  to  them,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that 
steady,  severe,  and  attentive  administration,  which  can 
alone  secure  the  public  welfare.  Experience  had 
shown,  that  this  radical  evil  produced  shameful  negli- 
genc^es  in  the  executive  departments,  the  mischiefs  of 
which  are  felt  at  the  present  hour.  Affairs  were  so 
complicated  that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  say  who  was 
in  fault ;  and  while  every  individual  officer  took  care 
to  excuse  himself  the  blame  was  placed  on  Congress  ; 
from  whom  of  all  others,  if  the  future  interests  of 
America  be  consulted,  it  ought  to  be  removed.     The 
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expanse  whichi  aitends-  tbe  soitleiiieot  of  ^Bj  oM  «e*. 
count*  is  the^  least  mis ahief  whi<^  has^  resulted^ 

This'  view  of  our  situaiion  rendered  it  w^eawry,  foi? 
m«  to  stipulate^  thai  I  Awdd  be  invei^ted  with  a«9ple 
potvera,  and  induced,  also^  the  determinatioa  to  avoid 
as  n)uch  as  possible  the  employing  of  peripnsiwho  hod 
puUto  aeeouDts  uotsettled*  My  aiftbaeqveni  es^perieiHe 
hat  showH)  that  if  thia  determination  had.  been  univer- 
sally, adhered  to,  it  wauU  have  tended  nEHich  i4>  the 
estaMiyhmeiit  of  the!  regularity,  which  haa  oonatantly 
been  kept  in  view.  From  frequeei  information  I  wqsi 
convinced,  that  mafty  of  the  loaaofteera  had  not  con* 
dueled  their  bM8iiies&.  aoeording  to  the  m^es  pre- 
soribed>  and  bad  iiadeed  neglected  even  to.  make  tbjpse; 
returns,  which  had  been  fro«n>  the  beginning  required^ 
Thia  was  an  additional:  reason  for  plaeiog  the  reeeipjt 
of  the  continental  taxes  in  other  hands..  And  when  it 
was  eonsliferedy  that  these  gentlemen  would  be-  con-' 
stantly  preaaed  fov  the  payment  ef  interesjt,  that  which 
W6B  necessary  in  the  case,  with  some  became  proper 
with  respect  to  all.  This  oeiiduct^  aa  haa  be^  already 
mentioned,  gave  offence  to  some,  hut  as  no  regular 
accusation  haa  ever  been  brought  I  shall  go>  no.  farther 
inlo  a  defence  of  the  measure ;  my  ohjeei  being  as  w«U 
to  poiDt  at  future  operations  aa  to  expJain  the  past, 

I  will  not  go  into  a  detail  of  the  naod^s  formerly 
prescribed  for  keeping  the  Lean  OfBoe  a^oountsj.  Suf-? 
fioe  it  to  say,  that  vtry  few  of  the  offioere  have  qoa- 
formed  to  the»«  Tbe  iostruotions  for  settling,  the 
accounts  are  befbre  Gpi^(fesa,  a&d  the  enclosed  extract 
shows  that  they  cannot  boi  effeelually  adhered  to ;  and 
coosequeotiy  that  a  princiij^l  ebjeiot  m  ilm  aett^^i^n^ 
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of  the  accounts  will  not  be  effected.  I  pray  leave, 
therefore^  again  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Congress 
a  report  made  on  the  dd  of  September  from  the  Office 
of  Finance.  Not  that  it  is  desired  that  the  United 
States  should  adopt  the  i^solulion  there  proposed,  but 
merely  that  it  may  serve  as  a  groundwork  on  which 
to  cstaiblish  some  Act  which  may  prove  effectual. 

It  4s  perhaps  a  favorite  object  to  keep  up  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Loan  offices,  but  I  must  on  this  occa- 
sion repeat  what  I  have  so  often  declared,  that  it  is  aK 
expensive  and  a  pernicious  establishment^  without  be- 
ing attended  with  a  single  good  effect  to  compensate 
the  misdiiefs.  I  shall  not,  however,  trouble  Congress 
with  my  reasons  on  that  suhject,  because  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  bear  witness  against  them,  I  know  the  pro- 
gress of  all  reformations  to  be  slow,  and  that  expe- 
rience is  the  most  certain  teacher. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


to   Tttfi    1>RESII>ENT   Ot   CONGHESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  6th,  1^84. 
Sir^ 

In  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  28th  of  April, 
and  2d  of  May,  1783,  I  have  made  the  various  engage- 
ments then  in  coniemphition,  and  my  late  letters  to  Con- 
gress will  show  that  some  of  those  engagements  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  still  remain  to 
be  fulfilled.  Congress  will  be  pleased  also  to  observe 
that  their  Jate  arrangements  with  respect  to  foreign  officers, 
form  an  object  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  including  tbo 
VOL.  XII.         ,         62 
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gtmt  of  ten  thousand  to  Baron  Steuben.  Notwiihstatiditig 
thfs  and  the  constant  demands  for  feuri'enl  service,  I  am 
not  without  hopes  that  if  all  tlie  bills  on  Holland  be  paid,  I 
shall  in  the  course  of  the  summer  be  able  to  quit-my  sta- 
tteti.  Having  been  informed  (though  not  officially)  that 
Congress  intend  to  adjourn  in  the  beginning  of  nekt  month, 
I  am  humbly  to  request  that  they  would  in  such  case  be 
pleased  to  take^eventual  arrangements  for  administ^ing 
their  Bnances.  And  I  am  the  more  solicitous  on  this  sub- 
ject, lest  through  the  want  of  such  arrangements  some 
injury  sliould  happen  to  the  public  service  when  I  retire. 

1  hope  Congress  will  indulge  ine  also  in  mentioning, 
that  no  committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  into  the 
conduct  of  my  department.     It  would  give  me  particular 
pleasure  that  measures  were  taken  on  that  subject  also. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  &3c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS- 


TO   THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  19th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  the  opportunity  which  your  friend,  Mr  Constable, 
oflfers,  I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  fa- 
vors of  the  26th  of  December,  1 0th  of  January,  and  9(h  of 
March,  last.  Accept,  I  pray  you,  of  my  sincere  thanks  for 
;them  all.  I  also  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  copies  of  my 
letters  to  Congress,  of  the  16th  of  April  and  of  this  date. 
To  ihese  I  add  their  resolutions  of  the  3d  instant,  which 
will  I  hope  prove  agreeable  to  you.  If  1  have  not  trans- 
mitted the  copies  of  or  extracts  from  your  letters  to  Con- 
gress so  soon  as  they  were  received,  you  must  attribute  it 
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to  circumstances  which  1,  on  the  spot,  could  best  judge  of, 
and  which  is  not  worth  while  to  mention. 

In  pursuance  of  what  I  have  just  now  said  to  Congreiss, 
I  shall  proceed  to  request  your  exertions  for  establishing  a 
free  port  at  the  Isle  of  France  or  Bourbon.  You  will 
easily  obtain  sufficient  information  in  Europe  to  direct  your 
applications  on  this  subject,  and  Mr  Constable  will,  I  think, 
be  able  to  gi^e  you  some  useful  information  as  to  the  con- 
sequences of  it  upon  this  country.  1  confess,  that  it  ap* 
pears  to  nf>e  to  be  the  probable  imeans  of  establishing  at 
that  port,  the  most  extensive  and  useful  commerce  with 
India,  that  has  ever  yet  existed.  To  France  and  to  Ame- 
rica it  will  be  most  particularly  useful,  because  we  shall 
trade  freely  and  without  risk  to  such  port,  and  you  will  un* 
doubtedly  furnish  us  with  all  those  articles  of  India  goods, 
which  we  should  otherwise  go  in  search  of  to  India,  or 
procure  from  other  nations.  This  will  form  an  object  of 
near  twenty  millions  of  livres  annually,  or  calculating  both 
the  export  and  innport  cargoes,  it  will  amount  to  about 
thirty  millions,  and  consequently  cannot  be  less  than  five 
millions  clear  advantage  to  France ;  and  if  it  be  consid* 
ered,  that  this  is  so  much  taken  from  her  commercial  rival, 
we  may  estimate  it  as  being  an  object  of  ten  millions  an- 
nually. Such  being  the  importance  of  it  with  respect  to 
America,  what  may  we  not  calculate  oh  for  the  other 
countries,  who  may  incline  to  trade  thither  ?  But  besides 
this  great  commercial  consideration,  there  are  others  of  a 
political  nature;  such  as  the  increase  of  your  seamen;  the 
advantage  of  a  place  of  arms,  marine  arsenal,  &£c.  in  that 
critical  position.  These  I  shall  not  dwell  upon,  because  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  out  of  my  depth. 

Returning  then  to  a  commercial  view  of  the  subject,  I 
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consider  it  at  almost  certain,  that  America  wouM  find  it 

more  advantageous  to  tratle  with  that  port  than  to  go  on  to 

India;  and  hence  I  draw  one  very  strong  inference,  that 

we  should  not  only  be  by  that  means  brought  into  a  closer 

political  connexion  with  France,  but  that  France  would 

hold  a  much  larger  share  of  all  our  other  commerce,  tlian 

she   would  without  such  an   establishment.       I  will  not 

trouble  you  wiih  my  reasons,  because  I  think  they  will  not 

escape  you.     But  before  I  close  my  letter  I  must  observe, 

that  ahhough  this  commerce  may  and  imdouUedly  will 

yield  you  a  revenue,  yet  there  is  danger  in  beginning  with 

revenue  too  soon.     Let  the  port  be  first  made  free  to  all 

the  world,  and  let  good  and  intelligent  commissioners  or 

intcndants  be  appointed  to  transmit  information  of  the  com* 

merce  carried  on.     If  there  be  no  duties,  ilvere  will  be  no 

false  entries  ;  and  thus  iii  two  or  ti^ree  years  the  Court  will 

be  able  to  act  with  their  eyes  op^  ;  and  in  the  meantime 

the  enriching  of  your  own  subjects  is  always  of  sufficient 

consequence,  even  if  revenue  be  put  entirely  out  of  the 

question.     If  on  the  other  hand  you  only  free  the  port  by 

halves,  and  leave  it  subject  to  duties  and  restrictions,  the 

commerce  may  never  take  its  course  that  way  ;  and  always 

remember,  that  the  commission  received  by  your  mer- 

chdi'jts  Iron)  such  a  commerce  is  alone  of  v»st  iinportance. 

I  am.  Sir,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THS   GOVERNOR   OV    RHODE    ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  21  tt,  1784. 

Sir, 

That  my  official  existence  has  been  prolonged  to  the 
present  moment  arises  from  the  dilatoriness  of  the 
Stales  in  providing  means  to  discharge  those  engage- 
ments, which  I  had  taken  for  their  benefit  at  the 
pressing  instance  of  Congress.  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency will  believe  me  when  I  seriously  assure  you, 
that  the  greatest  advocates  for  a  change  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  my  dismission  than  I  myself  do.  I 
hope  that  their  sincerity  and  mine  will  speedily  be 
put  to  the  trial.  They,  by  granting  money,  and  I  by 
resigning,  can  best  evince  that  our  professions  are 
founded  in  truth.  Thus,  Sir,  it  ha$  happened,  that 
the  reasons  for  gianting  money  to  the  Union  have 
acquired  an  additional  weight  from  considerations  per- 
sonal to  me,  and  perhaps  in  the  only  way  in  which 
I  could  have  given  to  them  any  efficacy. 

Whatever  sinister  causes  may  have  been  suggested 
to  invalidate  my  former  applications,  I  humbly  hope, 
that  at  this  period  my  earnest  entreaty  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt  will  be  considered  as  flowing  from  a  conviction, 
that  it  is  a  measure  necessary  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  our  country.  To  me  it  can  produce  neither 
honor,  nor  power  nor  profit.  The  advantage  I  may 
derive  ivill  be  common  with  all  my  fellow  citizens, 
and  I  shall  share,  also,  the  burden  in  common  with 
them.  But  the  numerous  class  of  sufferers  in  whose 
particular  favor  that  burden  is  to  be  sustained,  will,  I 
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hope,  meet  with  an  advocate  in  every  bosom.  Jus* 
ticc,  poliey,  humanity,  press  the  measure  upon  our 
feelings  and  reflection  ;  and  if  it  be  objectionable,  let 
it  be  considered  how  seldom  any  human  plans  are 
Aurmed,  to  which  objections  may  not  be  made.  Our 
union,  necessary  as  it  is  to  our  existence,  is  still  liable 
to  objections.  And  government,  without  which  we 
cannot  participate  in  the  benefits  of  society,  will  al- 
ways in  something  or  other  give  room  for  clamor  and 
discontent. 

I  hope.  Sir,  this  application  from  me  will  be  at  least 
excnsed.  It  is  the*  last.  It  is  the  general  result  of 
what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty.  Those  who  come  after 
me  will,  I  hope,  have  that  influence,  which  1  have 
not ;  and  succeed  where  I  have  failed.  But  wbekher 
they  succeed  or  whether  they  fail,*  they  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  the  good  of  America  than  I  do. 
I  am,  &tc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M.    im   MARB0I8,    CHARGE   D'AFFAIRES  FROM 
FRANCE. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  17th,  1784. 
Sir, 
I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  15lh,  by  which  I  perceive  that  yoti  misunderstood 
me  a  little  in  the  conversation  alluded  to.  On  that 
occasion,  Sir,  I  expressed  my  intention  to  take 
arrangements  for  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand livrcs,  being  the  interest  due  in  November  next, 
upon  the  loan  of  ten  million  livres,  guarantied  by  his 
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Most  Christian  Majesty ;  but  I  could  not  h^ve  told 
you  that  they  were  actually  taken,  b«jsause  that  is  not 
the  fact.  Indeed  I  did  expect,  that  certain  attach- 
ments which  have  been  laid  upon  the  property  of  iho 
United  States  in  France  would  have  been  taken  off; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  orders  formerly  given,  Mr 
Grand  would  have,  rsceived  through  Mr  Barclay  the 
necessary  funds.  ShT^uld  this  be  the  case  he  will  pay 
that  interest  df  course,  having  already  done  so  last 
year,  in  pursuance  of  a  general  authority  to  that  ^ect. 
If,  however,  the  suspense  occasioned  by  those  attach- 
ments should  cause  any  delay,  the  King's  Ministers 
wh6  were  long  ago  informed  of  them^  will  doubtless 
excuse  the  inconveniences  which  may  result  from  it. 
The  arrangements  now  to  be  formed  must  be  in  a 
double  sense  eventual,  and  depend  not  only  upon  the 
fate  of  the  attachments,  but  also  upon  the  state  of 
those  funds,  which  may  be  in  Europe  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Udited  States. 

I  should  be  happy,  Sir,  in  the  opportunity  of  satis** 
fying  your  desire,  to  be  informed  of  the  measures 
taken  with  respect  to  those  sums,  which  the  King  was 
pleased  to  lend,  and  which  (with  the  interest  accruing 
thereon)  are  payable  at  the  several  epochas  specifiedx 
for  the  purpose  in  the  conventions  made  on  that  sub- 
ject, between  our  respective  Ministers  ;  but  not  having 
received  the  orders  of  the  United  Sutes  in  Congress, 
I  cannot  presume  to  anticipate  what  they  may  think 
proper  to  say.  I  will  immediately  do  myself  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
a  copy  of  your  letter;  and  as  I  cannot  doubt,  that  both 
those  measures  which  they  have  already  taken,  and 
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those  which  they  may  hereafter  adopt,  must  be  per- 
fectly consistent  jvith  their  honor,  I  shall  indulge  the 
hope,  that  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  their 
august  ally. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  30th,  1784. 
Sir, 

1  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  Congress,  upon  the  4th 
of  .May,  the  advices  then  just  received  from  Holland,  and 
to  pray  iheir  sentiments  upon  the  loan,  which  Mr  Adams 
had  (upon  a  view  of  all  circumstances)  found  it  necessary 
to  open*  I  was  the  more  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  1  saw 
a  probability  of  the  speedy  completion  of  this  loan  for  two 
millions  of  guilders,  and  therefore  if  not  approved  of,  no 
time  should  have  been  lost  in  stopping  the  further  progress. 

Since  writing  that  leUer,  I  have  received  the  scheme  of 
the  loan,  and  the  copy  of  the  obligation^  both  of  which  are 
here  enclosed  for  the  inspection  and  consideration  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress*  It  is  probable,  that  not  only 
this  loan,  but  also  the  former  loan  of  five  millions  will  both 
be  filled  before  any  determinations  of  Congress  can  arrive 
in  Europe ;  for  the  concurrence  of  many  States  to  the 
measures  proposed  by  Congress,  and  the  resolutions  of 
several  legislative  bodies  expressing  their  sense  of  the  nc-> 
cessity  of  enabling  the  United  States  punctually  and  honor- 
ably to  discharge  their  engagements  have  reanimated  that 
credit,  which  for  evident  reasons  had  languished  and  died 
away< 
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'  The  public  accounts  will  sufficiently  explain  the  situation 
of  money  matters,  and  the  gentleman  charged  with  the  de- 
partment of  the  finances  will  of  course  furnish  such  infor- 
mation as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  ;  1  shall  not 
therefore  go  any  further  into  the  details  of  this  business, 
but  must  express  to  Congress  my  opinion  of  the  loan  gene- 
rally ;  and  certainly,  if  we  consider  the  very  untoward  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  was  undertaken,  very  great  praise 
is  due  to  the  persons  concerned  in  proposing,  adopting, 
and  pursuing  it.  This  sentiment,  which  I  have  constantly 
felt  has  not  been  declared  until  the  present  moment,  be- 
cause no  suspicion  can  now  arise,  that  what  I  say  is  dic- 
tated by  a  view  to  influence  their  future  exertions,  seeing 
that  my  political  existence  must  be  at  an  end  before  the 
contents  of  this  letter  can  possibly  be  transmitted. 

I  have  invariably  in  my  official  correspondence,  (as  in- 
deed upon  every  other  occasion,  both  public  and  private) 
expressed  the  conviction  which  I  feel,  that  however  the 
several  States  may,  from  a  difference  in  local  circumstances, 
differ  in  their  opinions  about  the  mode  of  providing  for 
public  debts,  all  of  them  will  concur  in  the  just  sentiment, 
that  these  debts  ought  to  be  most  punctually  discharged. 
There  cannot,  therefore,  be  any  doubt,  that  the  proper 
provisions  will  be  made,  and  I  am  grounded  in  the  asser- 
tion that  when  made,  the  public  credit  of  America  will  be 
the  best  of  any  in  the  world,  that  it  will  cost  less,  to  main- 
tain it  by  us,  than  by  any  other  nation,  and  that  consider- 
ing the  infant  state  of  our  cultivation  in  general,  and  the 
frontiers  in  particular,  it  is  of  more  importance  to  us  than 
it  can  be  to  any  other  country.  It  is  also  a  commercial 
problem,  which  admits  of  absolute  demonstration,  that  the 
punctual  payment  of  interest  on  our  debts  will  produce  a 
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clear  annual  gain  of  more  than  such  interest  can  possibly 
amount  to.  So  that  the  eternal  and  immutable  principles  of 
truth  and  justice,  being  for  a  moment  out  of  the  question, 
and  stifling  those  sentiments  of  humanity,  which  arise  from 
a  view  of  what  the  public  creditors  must  sufler,  should  their 
dues  be  withheld,  (if  indeed  it  be  possible  to  stifle  such 
-sentiments.)  still  it  will  indisputably  appear  to  be  the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant,  as  well  as  of  the  husbandman  and 
mechanic,  to  pay  their  just  proportions  towards  discharging 
the  public  etigagements.  For  this  plain  and  simple  system 
of  common  honesty,  while  it  invigorates  the  springs  of  our 
credit,  strengthens  also  the  bands  of  our  unioD,  proceeding 
with  equal  motion  towards  the  public  weal  and  private 
prosperity. 

That  the  labors  of  our  great  and  glorious  revolution  may 
thus  be  crowned  by  the  impartial  hand  of  justice,  and  the 
last  stone  be  thus  placed  in  the  arch  of  our  extensive  em- 
pire, is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  Excellency's  ^most  obe- 
dient, he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  30th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  is  rather  a  late  day  to  acknowledge  your  favors  of 
the  25th  of  December  and  15th  of  June  last,  but  I  have 
always  intended  in  my  acknowledgement  of  them  to  close 
our  public  correspondence,  and  I  have  always  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectation  of  being  able  speedily  to  quit 
this  office.  That  period,  however,  so  ardently  desired,  is 
at  length  nearly  arrived,  and  while  I  bok  back  on  cares  and 
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dangers  past,  I  feel  an  increased  emotion  of  joy  in  the  pros- 
pect of  future  hop^s  and  expectations.  But  I  cannot  re- 
view the  p^s(  scep^  without  strong  feelings  of  gratitude  and 
respect  for  the  able  and  active  efforts,  which  you  have  made 
to  support  ^be  finances  of  this  country.  I  would  to  God 
that  your  just  sentiments  on  property  and  taxation  were  as 
Mly  felt  as  they  must  be  clearly  understood  in  America ; 
but  time  i^  as  necessary  to  mellow  the  judgment  of  a  coun- 
try as  of  a  man.  Happy  indeed  shall  we  be  if  it  produce 
that  effect  among  us. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  explanation  of  M.Chau- 
piont's  accounts,  which  are  lodged  at  the  treasury.  If  any 
insinuations  have  been  made  injurious  to  you  upon  your 
connexion  with  M.  Chaumont,  they  have  not  reached  me, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  none  such  can  make  any  impres- 
sions which  ought  to  give  you  pain. 

1  have  not  remitted  bills  for  the  salaries  of  foreign  minis- 
ters, because  the  resolutions  of  Congress  having  varied,  and 
Mr  Grand  having  informed  me  that  he  should  pay  them»  I 
have  left  it  as  an  account  unsettled  to  be  arranged  by  Mr 
Barclay.  And  as  I  cannot  doubt  that  tiie  attachments  will 
have  been  taken  off,  and  as  I  have  given  Mr  Grand  a  credit 
on  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  in  Holland  foffour  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  directed  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  to  pay 
over  to  him  a  balance  in  their  baqds,  I  have  no  d^ubt  that 
be  will  be  in  cash  for  the- purpose.  I  agree  with  you  th^t 
a  fund  ought  to  be  set  apar.t  for  contingencies,  and  had  I 
continued,  and  been  supported  in  my  administration,  such 
a  fund  ebould  certainly  have  been  provided.  I  am  at  jhe 
same  time  an  enemy  to  contingent  accounts,  and  therefore 
I  should  have  urged  the  ascertainment  of  every  allowance 
as  far  as  possible,  thereby  curtailing  the  account  of  contin- 
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gencies.  But  after  all,  it  cannot  be  annihilated.  Congress 
have  liiiherio  made  no  deteroiinaiion  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed it  is  very  diflSculi,  and  even  almost  disreputable  for 
them  to  make  arrangements  of  expenditure,  while  the 
means  of  expenditure  are  so  shamefully  withheld  by  their 
constituents.  These  things,  however,  will  mend,  at  least  I 
hope  so. 

I  have  already  said  that  T  expected  the  attachments  laid 
on  the  public  goods  would  be  discharged.  Your  letter  to 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  that  subject  is  perfect,  and  if 
that  minister  did  not  immediately  obtain  a  compliance  with 
your  request,  I  presume  it  must  have  been  occasioned  by 
some  circgmstances  purely  domestic,  which  we  in  this  coun- 
try cannot  guess  at,  for  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  as- 
tonishing than  to  6nd  a  subject  countenanced  in  arresting 
the  property  of  a  sovereign  power  in  this  enlightened  aj;e, 
and  in  the  country,  which  of  all  others  haf  been  most  emi- 
nent for  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

From  your  last  letters  to  your  friends,  I  find  that  your 
return  to  this  country  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  I  am  there- 
fore disappointed  in  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures,  which  I 
had  promised  myself.  But,  Sir,  in  whatever  country  you 
may  be,  and  whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  be  as- 
sured of  my  warmest  and  most  respectful  esteem,  and  that 
my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  shall  be  clothed  with 
the  utmost  efforts  in  my  power  to  promote  it  on  every 
proper  occasion. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    TH£    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance.  September  30th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspection  of 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  last  month  from 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette ;  and  with  it  I  send  the  originals, 
which  were  delivered  by  him  to  me.  The  unexampled 
attention  to  every  American  interest,  which  this  gentleman 
has  exhibited,  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  strongest  emotions  in 
his  favor,  and  we  must  at  the  same  time  admire  the  judg- 
ment which  he  has  shown  in  the  manner  of  his  applications, 
as  well  as  the  industry  in  selecting  proper  materials.  There 
can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  his  interest  at  his  own  Court 
must  always  prove  beneficial  to  this  country,  while  the  same 
cordiality  shall  continue  which  now  subsists  between  him 
and  the  venerable  Plenipotentiary  now  resident  at  Passy. 

I  shall  not  hazard  opinions  upon  the  matters  which  have 
employed  the  attention  of  M.  de  Lafayette,  as  a  negotiator 
from  this  country  to  that  which  gave  him  birth.  It  would 
be  intruding  sentiments  which  will  suggest  themselves. 
But  while  I  feel  the  delicijicy  and  perhaps  the  danger  of 
asking  from  France  the  moderation  or  aboluion  of  partic- 
ular duties,  thereby  establishing  a  precedent  for  similar 
requests  on  her  part,  I  hope  Congress  will  pardon  a  wish 
prompted  by  the  general  interests  of  commerce,  that  the 
statement  of  all  those  duties  might  be  translated  and  pub- 
lished, for  the  government  of  those  who  may  form  expe- 
ditions to  those  difiei'ent  ports  now  opened  to  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

PhiladdphU,  October  lltb,  1784. 
Tbe  subscriber  bavjog  taken  measures  to  provide  for 
the  paymeDt  of  his  various  engagements  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  for  such  of  his  notes  as 
may  be  in  circulation,  gives  this  public  notice  to  all  who 
may  be  concerned  therein,  that  although  he  be  no  longer 
in  office,  yet  those  notes  will  all  be  duly  paid  at  maturity  ;. 
and  for  such  payment  he  hereby  pledges  himself  per- 
sonally to  the  holders,  and  therefore  requests  that  if  any 
attempt  should  be  made  to  obtain  them  by  any  suggestions 
at  less  than  the  specified  value,  such  attempts  may  be  de- 
feated. ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  let,  17B4. 
Sir,  . 

1  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency,  and 
pray  you  will  deliver  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  tlie 
commission  by  which  I  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
their  Finances.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  reflect 
that  the  situation  of  public  afiairs  is  more  prosperous  than 
when  that  commission  issued.  The  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence of  America  are  acknowledged.  May  they  be 
firmly  established,  and  effectually  secured.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  a  just  and  vigorous  government.  That  tliese 
States,  therefore,  may  be  soon  and  loilg  united  under  sucb 
a  government,  is  thy  ardent  wish,  and  constant  prayer. 
With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRISw 
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